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Whether you’re testing live limits of a survival sit null on or spur! shooting, 
experience tlit j performance and pride of owning the unquestioned best. 

Lightweight and rugged, the 1'NC Cal. .223 semi-automatic rifle pro¬ 
vides nr mulched perform u nrc in virtually any situation. And only the 
FNC offers the quality that has made Kuhriiju? National? a legend from 
Napoleon's time to the present day. 

Venture for feature, no other rifle comes dose. The barrel is cold 
hammer forged, enhancing quality, strength, and reliability, 
ft Infra one in 12-inch tw ist lor accuracy ami guaranteed # 
availability of ammunition. Pins a magazine that is 
Interchangeable with the Nato-apec M-16. 

file location ofthe charging handle provides ease of 
Operation, And the proven Kalashnikov design 
delivers superb reliability under the most adverse 
conditions. 

Now you can get the I'Nt 's legendary quality 
and performance at a price that's competitive 
with more ordinary sporting rides. For 
survival situations, sport and varmint 
shooting, or just for the thrill 
of owning the beat, choose 
the FNC. 
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THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 

7 by Duncan Long 

B The AR-15/M16 is so revered and respected that nations around the globe have adopted 
fl it—or many of its features—for use by their own armies. Designated the Ml6 by the U.S. 
B Army, the A.R-15 has developed a reputation for reliability and effectiveness. Now comes the 
B definitive book on the rifle that has been the inspiration for so many modern assault rifles. 
B Invaluable to the Ml6 owner, this comprehensive book includes info on assembly and 
B disassembly, modifications, troubleshooting, ballistics and ammunition, combat and military 
B use and testing, cleaning and lubrication, grenade launchers, magazines, night-vision 

■ equipment, and more. Virtually any accessory you may wish to buy for your AR-15 is listed. 

■ Exploded diagrams for field-stripping are included, as are parts suppliers and sources for 

additional product information. 8V2 x 11, softcover, illus., photos, 168 pp. $16.95 


SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect, except for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pocket size, this is an exact reprint of the famous Army 
Field Manual 31 -20. (All illustrationsand every one of the 535 
pages of vital info are included.) Whether you’re involved in 
non-nuclear or nuclear warfare, unconventional warfare or 
counterinsurgency ops,thismanual covers whatyou need to 
know. Improvised weapons, intelligence, psychological ops. 
communications, logistics, survival, infiltration. Special 
Forces field maneuvers, demolition, raids and ambushes, 
amphibious air ops, and more are covered. 4x5, softcover, 
illus., glossary, index, 535 pp. $14.95 


. . .. FLIMFLAM MAN 

UTW How *" on ^ ames Work 

Jr JLa JLmUL by M. Alien Henderson 

Iff v* ran There's a sucker born every min- 

* ute—or so you’ve heard. But show- 

MAN man P.T Barnum’s cynical appraisal 
ho* co h SAMSSWOBk of man’s gullibility couldn't possibly 
; apply to you, Or could it? Don't learn 
, ‘ 4> about the con artist the hard way: 

,' . ’ . with Flimflam Man, you can spot him 

; and his tricks before he relieves you 

wiiuMkmSttwe of your cash. 5V5 x 8 Vi, hardcover, 

1 ,11 . 256 pp. $14.95 


UNREPENTANT SINNER 

by Colonel Charles Askins 

Experience justice—Askins’ style. Unrepentant sinner 
Charles Askms raises hell around the world and lives to tell 
about it in this raw, action-packed autobiography. Whether 
as part of his official or unofficial duties. Askins stalks man 
and beast, stretching the limits of authority to live life to the 
fullest In this unexpurgated memoir, the Colonel pursues 
wetbacks, cattle rustlers, poachers.and Vietcong—to name 
a few. As one of the world's greatest big-game hunters. 
Askins recalls his adventureshunting virtually every type of 
big game. Read about one of the world's last rugged indi¬ 
vidualists. 6x9, hardcover, photos, 320 pp. $17.95 
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NINJA DEATH TOUCH 

by Ashida Kim 

Here are the secrets of the unholy 
science that kills with a wave of a 
hand! Certain Ninja practiced the 
Death Touch, a type of black 
medicine that destroys through 
manipulation of the body's nervous, 
circulatory and Chi systems. Learn 
Dim Hsueh, Dim Ching and the in¬ 
famous Dim Mak techniques. Illus¬ 
trated with step-by-step photos. 5 Vi 
x 8%, softcover, illus., 104 pp. 

$ 10.00 
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NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING 
The Weapon of Stealth 

/jv Si</ Campbell 

Silent, deadly, treacherous, easily 
hidden Each cf these words de¬ 
scribes the invincible Ninja—and 
his lethal weapon, the shuriken 
{‘Throwing Star") Shuriken styles 
and composition, gripping and 
throwing methods, trajectory, target 
areas, penetration characteristics, 
fighting tactics, and more are in¬ 
cluded 5Vj x 8 Vi. softcover. illus., 
photos. 152 pp SI 2.00 

SWORD OF THE SAMURAI 
The Classical Art of Japanese 
Swordsmanship 

by George R. Parulski.Jr . 

Enter the world of the samurai and 
attain true sword perfection. Endorsed 
by the All-Japan Seibukan Martial 
Arts and Ways Association and the 
American Society of Japanese 
Swordsmen, this comprehensive 
guide takes you through ken-julsu, 
sword fighting, and iai-futsu, sword 
drawing. 8 Vis X 11. hardcover,262 pho¬ 
tos, illus., 144 pp. S20.00 


US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. Army Special Forces are 
known to train the world's most 
accomplished medics, and this book 
is the reason why. Comprehensive 
info covers disease diagnosis and 
treatment, emergency war surgery 
and paramedical skills, pediatrics, 
obstetrics, orthopedics, emergency 
dental treatment and more. 4% x 7, 
softcover. illus., weatherproof cover, 
400 pp. $14.95 


UP YOURS! 

Advanced revenge techniques and 
original dirty tricks from the author 
of Get Even. Here are the meanest, 
nastiest pranks for snakelike sales¬ 
men, nagging relatives, nosey 
neighbors, and all those people you 
love to hate. Read Up Yourtl and 
start getting even today! 5Vi x 8Va, 
hardcover. 220 pp. SI 4.95 



DEAD CLIENTS 

DON'T R\Y 


. THIDOOKUAUrS MANUAL 



LEROY THOMPSON 


MAD AS HELL 

A Master Tome of Revengemanship 

Tired of feeling like the underdog 9 
Let Mad As Hell put you on top of 
your enemies as you becomea mas¬ 
ter of revengemanship. Learn how to 
get even with a two-timing lover, an 
overbearing boss, bothersome mail¬ 
order companies, and others. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re¬ 
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of paranoia. For entertainment 
only! 5’A x BVi. hardcover, 168 pp. 

_ S14.95 

DEAD CLIENTS DONT PAY 
The Bodyguard’s Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body- 
guarding like it really is! Topics in¬ 
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and office security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more. Illustrations detail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 5V5 x 8VS, softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 


GET EVEN 2 

More Dirty Tricks From The Master of Revenge 

Enemies beware! Here’s the outrageous sequel to that 
underground best-seller. Get Even 1. Get Even 2 presents 
a wide range of all-new dirty tricks people pull to get even 
with Big Business bums, footloose spouses, lousy 
landlords—rip-offs of all types. This inspiring voluma is a 
product of public frustration—the little guys don’t have 
to take it any more! Some of the topics covered are utility 
companies, sweethearts, animals, lawyers, drugs, the 
military, mass transit, and dozens more. For entertain¬ 
ment purposes only, of course. 5% x 8Vi, hardcover, illus., 
170 pp. S14.95 


MEAT ON THE TABLE 
Modern Small-Game Hunting 

by £alen Geer 

The brush suddenly explodes with a 
zigzagging ball oflur—and the hunt 
is on. From the mundane prairie dog 
to the sublime wild turkey, there are 
over 40 species of small game, and 
Galen Geer tells you about each 
one. where it can be found, its habi¬ 
tat. its table fare, and the right hunt¬ 
ing arm and ammo. A truly compre¬ 
hensive course. 5% x 8%, hardcover, 
photos, illus., tables. 216 pp $14.95 


MEAT 

ON THE TABLE 
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Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919.Send $1 | 
for latest PALADIN CATALOG. Catalog M 
free with order. - 


A SPECIAL 
HOLIDAY OFFER 

Use the “Special Holiday Offer” box on the 
order form and deduct 20% from any order 
over $50.00! It is our way of saying, “Have a 
good holiday!” ORDER NOW as this offer 
expires January 1, 1986. (Available to retail 
customers only.) 



H Please send me the following titles: 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
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Payment: 
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"EXCEPTIONS, | ^ 
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$3.00 postage 

_ and handling __ H 
























COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


M ACHINE-gun and military- 
arms collectors have bitched 
for years that the National Rifle 
Association doesn't represent 
them. That may have been true in 
the past, but it isn’t now. 

You all remember the operating 
principle of the hushpuppy. It’s a 
little glop of commeal, milk, on¬ 
ions and spices that gets cooked in 
hot fat. They’re a necessary accom¬ 
paniment to fried catfish, but they 
got their name from another func¬ 
tion. Thrown hushpuppies keep the 
dogs away from the food. 

The NRA has been accused — 
perhaps justly — of throwing mili¬ 
tary and automatic firearms collec¬ 
tors and dealers to the opposition 
in order to keep them 
away from hunters and 
competitors. 

Gangster-terrorized 
America of the 1920s 
and 1930s wanted pro¬ 
tection. United States 
citizens naturally con¬ 
nected gangsterism 
with the weapons they 
saw George Raft and 
Humphrey Bogart 
sling on celluloid. De¬ 
spite the fact that 
there are probably 
more accountants than killers in 
organized crime, a frightened Con¬ 
gress decided to outlaw certain 
guns instead of restricting calculat¬ 
ing machines and three-piece gray 
suits. 

The NRA took a look at the pro¬ 
posed national gun registration 
system and decided it was time to 
deal. In a time of national hysteria 
the NRA decided to let the gun con- 
fiscators make life hard on the 
minority of machine-gun collec¬ 
tors, rather than make hunters reg¬ 
ister their Winchesters. 

Even at the time, this made little 
sense. The .50-caliber machine gun 
has limited use as a weapon for 
burglary or mob killings. Taxing, 


licensing and confiscating ma¬ 
chine guns had value only as prop¬ 
aganda. It didn’t stop organized 
crime, and didn’t affect the spread 
of weapons among criminals. But 
the hard-pressed NRA needed a 
scapegoat. And since you couldn’t 
hit a duck with a submachine gun, 
the duck hunters agreed that it was 
fine to ban burp-guns. 

It’s important to remember that 
the NRA of the 1930s didn’t have 
the national constituency it now 
enjoys. In 1934 the NRA boasted a 
membership of thousands. Fifty 
years later the roll numbers in the 
millions. In 1934 the NRA repre¬ 
sented a small percentage of a gun¬ 
owning public. Now the NRA repre¬ 
sents a substantial 
portion of gun owners, 
while shooters com¬ 
prise a minority of the 
population in some 
areas of the country. 
In 1934, that tradeoff 
of machine guns for 
hunting guns must 
have made sense. Now 
there may be good 
reason for the NRA to 
defend automatic 
arms collectors. 

From the NRA’s old, 
limited gun-club perspective, 
ignoring the plight of civilian ma¬ 
chine-gunners was probably justi¬ 
fied. Few members of the NRA were 
touched by automatic-arms restric¬ 
tions, so they didn’t need to care. 
But the war has grown. 

Perhaps because no strong lobby 
rose in defense of machine-gun col¬ 
lectors, anti-gunners felt they 
could knock off each gunning 
minority one at a time. Silencers 
were taken from us, then concealed 
carry, certain kinds of compact 
weapons and the right to carry 
weapons in public under a wide 
variety of conditions. One privilege 

Continued on page 138 
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IA/POWS’ 
LAWSUIT... 


SF Major Mark Smith 
has filed suit in federal 
court against President 
Ronald Reagan, 

Defense Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger, 
Secretary of State 
George Schultz and 
Defense Intelligence 
Agency Director General 
James A. Williams. The 
suit asks that the United 
States District Court 
compel the defendants 
to enforce the provisions 
of Title 22 U.S. Code, 
Section 1732, and Title 
28 U.S.C., Section 
2201. These laws 
require these federal 
executives to secure the 
safety of any American 
citizen held by a foreign 
power in violation of 
international law. 

Smith’s suit springs from 
an aborted mission into 
Laos in 1984, and 
preparation for that 
mission, which was 
coordinated with the 
Thai military and began 
in 1981. 

SOF will present the 
story of this operation 
and of ensuing legal 
action beginning with 
former SOF 
correspondent Jim 
Coyne’s account of the 
op from the beginning 
of his connection with it 
in 1981. 

To assist Smith in his 
case and SOF in its 
investigation, any 
person with information 
concerning 

government-sponsored 
MIA/POW operations 
organized from Thailand 
should write SOF, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306, Attn: Jim Pate. 


BULLETIN,. 
BOARD 




Those above helped raise over $2,000 at an 
auction to benefit the Democratic Force of 
Nicaragua (FDN). Among items auctioned were 
an RPG-7 rocket launcher sight from Nicaragua, 
an NVA belt and buckle captured in Vietnam 
and a badge from a Russian cap. The auction 
was sponsored by the Parachute Medical Rescue 
Service and held in conjunction with the 
Phantom Division Convention. Thanks one 
and all. 


\ 


H onor 
roll. .. 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. contributors: 
Donation made in memory of Harvey G. Meyer. 
El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund: 

Michael Connell, J. Henry Brown Jr., H.l. 
Bulksdale, John A. Saucier. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund: 

Glenn & Cynthia Nilsen, David & Pamela L. 
White, Patrick Marinko, Harland R. DeWitt Jr., 
Robert Slubicki, H.l. Bulksdale, Gary D. Furlatte. 



"Wa’ra replacing the Sgt.Yorfc gun with eomethlng that's better at shooting down 
Russian helicopters... the AFGHAN REBEL." 


C OLEMAN 

JOINS SOF... 

John Coleman, a seasoned 
combat veteran, has joined the 
magazine’s staff as an associate 
editor. Coleman spent six years in 
the U.S. Army and saw action 
among other places in Vietnam at 
Quang Tri — where he earned the 
Bronze Star — and Tuy Hoa. He is 
a graduate of U.S. Army Ranger 
School and the Jungle Warfare 
School in Panama. 

After an honorable discharge, 
Coleman joined the Rhodesian 
Army. His three and a half year tour 
included service as OC of Recce 
Troop, Rhodesian Light Infantry. 

The California native is finishing 
his undergraduate degree in 
journalism. Longtime readers will 
recall Coleman’s contributions to the 
magazine, such as “Five AK 
Rounds” in the SOF special, 
American Soldiers of Fortune; 
“LALO Jump” and other pieces in 
Soldier of Fortune. He is also 
founder of the Rhodesian Veterans’ 
Association. 


S ights 

ON HAYDEN... 

California War Veterans for Justice 
have drawn a legal bead on Tom 
Hayden, who gained infamy as a 
founder of the violently leftist 1960s 
radical group, Students for a 
Democratic Society. The Chicago 
Seven defendant also lent spiritual 
aid and comfort to our enemies in 
Vietnam by visiting communist 
leaders and personally assisting in 
their propaganda efforts against U.S. 
troops serving in Southeast Asia. 

Now married to “Hanoi Jane” 

Fonda, Hayden used his wife’s 
considerable wealth to get himself 
elected to the California State 
Assembly. 

Citing Article VII, Section 9(a) of 
the California State Constitution, the 
CWVJ has filed a civil complaint 
asking that Hayden be removed 
from public office. That passage 
states that “notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Constitution 
... no person who advocates the 
support of a foreign government 
against the United States in the 

Continued on page 120 
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7 Mini-Mag Tiny size, has all the quality 
engineering, optics, & performance of larger 
Mag-Lites. 5V£" long, y A diameter. 1" 
diameter flashlight head focuses beam from 
powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 "A" cells. 
#320100 $14.95 


The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. "Improvised 
Munitions Handbook" is the most sought 
after (until now impossible to obtain) Army 
Manual. Includes chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weapons & Ammo, 
Mortars & Rockets, Incendiary Devices, 
Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Plus 
how to manufacture Rocket Launchers, 
Pistols, Shotguns, and Recoilless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials. And much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited number 
available! 

ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 


8 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket Official Air 

Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). Sage 
Green, Orange lining. 100% polyester Knit 
collar, cuffs & waistband. 2 pockets. Zipper 
cigarette pocket on sleeve. Sizes: S, M. L, XL 
#012900 $49.95 Sale $39.95 

USAF MA-1 Flyers Jacket Same as L-2B 
with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth. No epaulets. Sage Green, Orange 
lining. Sizes: S. M, L, XL 

#0134G0 $4995 Sale $39.95 

9 Camouflage Ranger Vest Has a pocket 
for everything. Back pockets, front pockets, 
side pockets, bellows pockets, hidden 
pockets. Woodland Camo. cotton blend 
with shirt-tail sides. Hide-away hood in collar. 
Rugged action vest is good looking & func¬ 
tional. Sizes: S, M. L. XL. 

#014800 $39.95 


G! M-65 
Field Jacket 

Latest US Army issue field jacket. 50/50 
nylon-cotton. Quarpel water repellency. Zip- 
in hood, heavy-duty front zipper, snap 
closures. Plus extra room in the shoulders 
for movement. Sizes: S, M. L, XL 
#0107G0 O.D. Green $4935 $44.95 
#0107WO Woodland Camo. $4935 $44.95 
Gi M-65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner. 

Turns M-65 into all weather _ 

jacket. Sizes: S, M, L. XL. ["TT 

#0107 AO $19.95 LLT 


10 Little Black Box. Automatically starts 
recorder when telephone is picked up. Re¬ 
cords entire conversation on both sides. 
Automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Attaches anywhere along the line 
& plugs into ANY recorder. Causes abso¬ 
lutely no interference or noise on phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 2”x2”x 
Alligator dip hook-up 

#310101 $29.® Sale $ 24.95 

Modular plug-in hook-up 

#310102 $2935 Sale $24.95 


2 Folding Trench KnHe. 3^" stainless 
steel blade folds conveniently into 
the unique 5" steel "knuckle buster" 
handle for protection & safety. Length 
open—8)4". 

#172010 $49® Sale $14.95 

3 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8- 22 
caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 

#260110 Blue $4435 Sate $ 9.95 

#260120 Chrome $4535 Sale $10.95 

.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires S-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. 

#260510 Blue $44® Sale $10.95 

#260520 Chrome $46® Sate $11.95 

Accessories 

#260202 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) $£95 

#260204 X-Loud Blanks (100) $3,95 

#260201 Revolver Holster $2.95 

t #260203 Automatic Hoister $3.95 


11 Six Pocket Bush Short Made of 
tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues. Triple needle side & yoke seams. 
Front has 2 flapped-patch pockets, 2 slash 
pockets. The back has 2 patch pockets with 
flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 

#34O4G0 O.D. Green $15.95 

#3404KO Khaki $15® 

#3404CO Camouflage $15.95 

12 Pineapple" Hand Grenade. Com¬ 
pletely inert & harmless. Looks like the 
real thing. Detachable firing lever. 

#1721 GO $635 

Ordering Information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or credit 
card information. For ques- 
Ife trons or Information call 
1-312-228-0080. To order by 
phone use credit card number. Call 
1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 

Minimum order $10.00. 


4 LJfeknife Commando. Razor-sharp 6" 
blade made from 440C stainless steel heat 
treated to RH57-58. Aircraft aluminum hol¬ 
low handle is waterproof Contains wire saw. 
matches, survival fish hooks, split shot, 20 ft. 
of 10 ib. test line. 6 ft. snare utility wire, 
needles, sutures. Black leather sheath, 
thong & sharpening stone. Jeweled com¬ 
pass in cap. 12" overall. 

1722SO $49® Sate $44.95 


13 The Blonk: Ear. 

Extremely sensitive & 
pointable, electronic listening device the 
size of a flashlight. Amplifies & passes 
them on to the user through stereo head¬ 
phones which are included. Used exten¬ 
sively by hunters, bird watchers, security 
& law enforcement personnel. Can near a 
whisper at 100 yards, feet scuffling at 200 
feet, a car door shutting at 5 blocks, a 
coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles. Uses 
9 volt battery. Warning: Not intended as an 


Clips & Magazines 
Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. . 
#193110 $19.95 

Browning HFPower 
9 mm Mag. 13-shot 3)® 
#191620 $15.00 "^<2 

AR-15 M-16. 

30-shot Magazine. ^ 

#191220 $7.95 

M-1 Carbine. 30-shot 
Magazine Blue Steel. 

#190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9 mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
#192620 


#310300 


$69® 


5 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory [I 

Package. Black space age nylon 1 m 
pistol grip and nickel-plated steel LI 

telescoping buttstock. Locks y 

open and closed. Compact-26" 
overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Ventilated forend. 


$14® 


#242000 $69® 

6 Mitchell 50-rd Mag. for 10/22 mile. Easy 
loading, reliable functioning and durability. 
Full 50-rd capacity. Markings on back keep 
you informed of remaining rounds. 

#193000 $39® Sate S34-95 


Credit Card Orders For Fast Delivery 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-323-3233 

Illinois, Alaska. Hawaii 1-312-228-0080 


Magazines for Mini 14 
20-shot Bluo #190720 $ 9.95 

30-shot Blue #190820 $12® 

40-shot Blue #191020 $24.95 

20-shot Stainless #220600 $14® 


E 
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th every f^talog order! 


CHARGE MY: □ MASTERCARD □ AMERICAN EXPRESS SUB 

□ VISA □ DINERS CLUB/CARTE BLANCHE TOTAL 

□ CHECK ENCLOSED □ MONEY ORDER SHIPPING/ 
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For compile dealer information, call or write 

ADVENTURE GAME OF AMERICA 

7-1575 Trinity Dr. 

Mississauga, Ontario Canada L5T 1K4 
673-3080 


A DIVISION OF ADVENTURE GAME INTERNATIONAL 


(416) i 



















UCHAS 

GRACIAS... 


Sirs: 

A big “Muchas 
gracias” for the gear 
and clothes sent to my 
men in Central America. 
I want the fine people 
who donated those 
items to know they were 
greatly appreciated, and 
I explained to each 
Nicaraguan Freedom 
Fighter who received 
the gear who sent them 
and why. That particular 
gear went exclusively to 
the bodyguards and the 
security personnel of 
FDN directory. 

Tambien , “Hola” to 
all my men who are 
back in the States, with 
whom I have worked in 
Nicaragua. 

Tirador 

Jefe of Security 
Personnel, 

FDN 


Security Adviser 
to Adolfo 
Calero 


Continue helping the 
freedom fighters by 
sending non-lethal 
military equipment ; field 
gear and medical 
supplies — with an 
inventory sheet for each 
box — to SOFs El 
Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund, 5721 
Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303. 


C UTTING 

REMARKS... 

Sirs: 

Thank you for 
printing my story, and 
thanks for mentioning 
my book (in progress) 
on Randall Made 
Knives. Also, I would 
like to credit Margaret P. 
Johnson for the 
uncredited color photos 
used in my article. 

Robert L. Gaddis 
Nordic Knives 
1634 C 
Copenhagen 
Drive 

Solvang, CA 
93463 






C MA SALUTES 

ROBERT K. BROWN... 

Sirs: 

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter to 
Robert K. Brown. With your help we have made 
great strides in advancement in our fight against the 
communists. You are not a mercenary, you are a 
patriotic American who loves his country. I have 
seen you cry from your heart asking for help. I have 
seen you enraged when you talk about our 
POW/MIAs. I have seen you take your own money 
to help the Freedom Fighters. 

Sir, I salute you. God bless you and may we be 
together in Managua this year. 

Tom Posey, Director 
Civilian Military Assistance 
Decatur, Alabama 

Civilian Military Assistance has its place on the 
front lines of private-sector efforts to fight the spread 
of communism. Your appreciation means a lot to all 
of us. 


According to -the press. 



W EAR IT 

WITH PRIDE... 

Sirs: 

With terrorism at a high here in 
Germany, servicemen are being told 
not to wear uniforms or dog tags. 
With all due respect, Mr. 

Weinberger, I love my uniform. I’ve 
earned the right to wear it and I will 
wear it. And if the Russians want to 
kill or have us killed for that reason 
we must be doing something right. 
So on some cold winter night 
remember the poor GI in Germany 
walking the beat guarding your 
freedom. 

PFC Greg Lee 
Germany 

We're proud that our readers 
stand for their country and their 
services. But we would be the last to 
suggest that American servicemen 
should unnecessarily expose 
themselves to cowardly terrorist 
attacks. 


C oncerned 
citizens. .. 

Sirs: 

Please find enclosed my 
contribution for the El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund. It 
is only a token amount. Since the 
U.S. government is not allowed to 
help defeat the communist threat in 
the Western Hemisphere, the 
burden must be borne by the 
concerned American citizen. 

Bill Polewchak 
Euclid, Ohio 

Our sentiments exactly. Thanks 
for taking your civic duty so 
seriously. We would encourage 
other readers to do the same. If 
readers want to do something close 
up and personal to help win the 
fight for freedom in Central America , 
there is a way to put your money 
where your mouth is without leaving 
home. Contribute what you can to 
SOFs El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

Continued on page 126 
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TWUMPHJIOT 
root sesest** 


I Edwin P. Hoyt 


THE 

EYEWITNESS 


SAMUEL B. GRIFFITH 


r n ttn ff m 

USSHOtlSTOiV 


OCTOBER 


A PICTORIAL HISTORY 


EDWARDJABLONSKI TT/AT TT^ O 

ICTORIAL HISTORY I U U I\ U 

~WORLD FREE 
WAR II 

years | membership 


TVZ.V»V.^SSS#Z- 
SS.VSSLST' 


. W'fT' - IMr Nw> v»ft *>» ««.» ... 

**/ J** 1 <v ”'‘'y'-, 

w *«* 

"S&^ksTIiLWri as* **«£ 


*0620 $15.95 0539 $17.95 1396 S18.95 1453 $12.95 0968 $18.95 2360 $9.50 0760 $22.50 2303 $22.50 0117 $16.95 1008 $15.95 


Experience the war as never before through 
400 original-source photographs and maps. 
Many never previously published! 

Be there at Tobruk, Midway, Stalingrad, 
Normandy, the Bulge, Iwo Jima and all the 
great battles of land, sea and air. 


• Witness world leaders in public and private, 
as they decide the fate of millions. 


• Examine charts and 
diagrams of aircraft 
and armaments. See 
the big picture of 
WWII with special 
strategy maps! 


PATTON 


The Art 
of War 


^H.ESSAME 






* 


PLATOON 
i LEADER 


iimama] 


BATTLE 


-JL&&UA l_ 


0596 $28.50 0992 $14.95 1040 $19.95 1032 $12.95 f1693 Spec. ed. 1685 $19.95 0240 $18.95 1750 $24.00 t4440 $12.95 2279 $18.95 
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ONCEA 


^TERRORISTS 


WARRIOR 

pWG 

Uiim-s 


at DAVID 
DONOVAN 


The Uriel Defense Fortes 
Snide to Physiol Fitness 
and Self-Defense 


AFRICAN EMPIRE 
EDWIN PHOVT 


[hr Russian \i>rv**n 
(if Ihi* 

SECOND 
WORLD WAR 


INSIDE THE 
GREEN BERETS 

The First Thirty \feus 


PEQ 
BRIDGE 


STEPHEN E-ftMBROSt | 


1677 $17.95 3699 $15.95 1404 $15.95 


304 pages t • $12.95 in publisher’s edition 
• FREE when you join America’s #1 Military Book Club 



iuujj ffy nWjrf 


COMA! 

ANDOS 

AND R$ 

tNGERS 

J 

Inwkfi 


PLUS ANY 3 MORE BOOKS FOR 98<f 

WITH MEMBERSHIP 

Here's how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 3 books for only 98$ plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK and FREE 
WWII MAPS—when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once accepted, if you 
are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and 
FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 

Huge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremen¬ 
dous variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustra¬ 
tions and maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers’ 
hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 limes a year) you'll receive the free Club magazine 
describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive offers of 
special Selections, always at discounts off publishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing—shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate this on 
the order form and return it by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less 
than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours; Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the 
next 2 years. You may re sign anytime after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership 

for as long as you like. I ctub editions save you up to 30% off publishers' list prices quoted above. I 


* Explicit sex, violence end/or language. 


TWO 
FULL-COLOR 
24V 2 " x 19" 
WWII MAPS 

FREE 

with membership 


rMilitary Book Club® 



I Dept. AS-669, Garden City, NY 11535 

■ Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 bocks 

I marked in the boxes below plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WWII MAPS. Bill 
me only 98$ plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to the Club 

I plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more books 
at regular low Club prices anytime 1 want during the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 3 selections, 1 

I may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will 
be cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what I decide, I may keep my 
FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS. 


FREE BOOK #0877 




Note: If you already own A Pictorial History of the World War II Years, please 
choose another title for your FREE BOOK. 

Mr. 

Mrs. 

Ms. 

Address 

(please print) 

Aot. No. 

Citv 


State 

Zip 


I If under 18, parent must sign.__ 

L Members accepted in U.S. A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced ■ 
from Canada where offer is slightly different. 7Q-M042 | 
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I WAS THERE 

by K.D. Clark 


RLI Meets the Wild Bunch 


* 

EXCALIBUR 

ENTERPRISES 

#1 IN NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 



AN/PAS-4 Infrared 

$900.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

FEATURES: 

*U.S. Military's best active I.R. weaponsight *200 yard 
range *4X optical system ‘Optional adaptors to fit 
commericial rifles 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Carrying case ‘Daylight 
eyeshield ‘Nicad battery * C battery ‘M14/M1A 
adaptor 



AN/PVS-3A Starlight 
$1 595.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

LOWEST PRICE MILITARY STARLIGHT SCOPE 
FEATURES: 

*18mm First Generation Reconditioned intensifier 
‘New, Improved eyepiece *4X Optical system ‘Quick 
focus sytem ‘Smallest, Lightest Military Starlight 
Scope (3 lbs.) 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter ‘M1A/M14 
& AR 15/M 16 adaptor brackets ‘Batteries (Replace¬ 
ments readily available) ‘Newly designed carrying 
case 



AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE - STATE OF THE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 

$2850.00 (+$15.00 UPS) New w/ Reconditioned 
Image Intensifer (30 day wty.) 

$3895.00 (+$ 15.00 UPS) New w/Factory New Image 
Intensifer (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

*25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle flash 
protection ‘ABC and Manual gain control ‘Adjustable 
illuminated reticle with .223 or .308 ballistics 
‘Camera or video adaptor optional 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *M1 6 mount 
‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case ‘Batteries (Re¬ 
placements readily available) 

Excalibur Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
215-967-3443 

Send $3.00 for complete catalog 
EXPORTERS 

Contact us for your foreign requirements. 

COMPLETE LINE OF individual and crewserved 
weaponsights. Night Vision goggles and viewers, 
Extensive Parts inventory for Both First and Second 
Generation Systems, plus reconditioning and general 
repair. 


After eleven years’ service with the 
USMC and two tours in Vietnam, K D. 
Clark bought a one-way ticket to Salis¬ 
bury and found himself enlisting in 1st 
Battalion, Rhodesian Light Infantry 
(RLI). He became acting troop 
sergeant posted to 11 Troop , 3 Com¬ 
mando, of the RLI. On his first patrol in 
the bush, he found out that his most 
important asset was the Matabele sent 
to keep the men from poaching. 

^JOD must look after idealistic 
fools. In November 1979, 3 and 2 
Commandos of the RLI patrolled an 
area of the Zambezi River Valley used 
as infiltration route for the Zimbabwe 
People’s Revolutionary Army (ZIP- 
RA). Our objective was to maintain a 
high profile and thus channel infiltrat¬ 
ing terrorists into ambushes or mine 
fields. My patrol consisted of seven 
white RLI Troopers and one African 
game scout, a short wiry Matabele who 
had been assigned to us from the 
Rhodesian game department because 
they thought we had very little experi¬ 
ence with African wildlife. He was also 
supposed to keep an eye on us in case 
we decided to do a little poaching on 
the side. He seemed more of a hin¬ 
drance than a help at first. But that 
would soon change. 

At dawn we boarded two Alouettes 
headed for our patrol area. Flying 500 
feet over the Zambezi Valley, we could 
see herds of elephants and wildebeest 
in the open vleis (meadows). Hippos 
and crocodiles were lazily sunning 
themselves on sandbars in the Zambe¬ 
zi River. Occasionally, a giraffe poked 
his head through breaks in the trees. 

The first two days we patrolled the 
river, looked for spoor, fished with gre¬ 
nades and generally made our pres¬ 
ence known. We spent the second 
night in a thorn bush thicket near a 
game trail. It was one of those dark 
nights when the moon was off on the 
other side of the world and the stars 
were asleep. At midnight it was my turn 
at guard. Although I couldn’t see my 
hand in front of my face I sensed a 
presence nearby. 


I strained my eyes and barely made 
out the silhouette of a huge elephant 
no more than fifty feet away. How it 
had gotten that close without my hear¬ 
ing it worried me almost as much as its 
being there. Silently flapping its ears, 
the elephant stood stock still, staring in 
our direction. 

I didn’t know whether to shit or go 
blind. Had the elephant picked that 
moment to charge he would have 
overrun our position with no help from 
me. Swallowing my pride, I quickly 
woke our game scout. 

The Matabele confidently and quickly 
gave two sharp claps from his hands, and 
the elephant silently and gracefully 
melted into the bush. Imperturbed by the 
incident, the Matabele resumed his 
sleep. I was impressed, and filed the in¬ 
formation away for future use. 

Early on the morning of the fifth day 
we were climbing out of a donga (gul¬ 
ly) when we stopped in our tracks. One 
hundred feet in front of us were three 
grazing Cape buffalo. I’ve heard that 
they are supposed to be one of the 
most aggressive and dangerous ani¬ 
mals in all of Africa. So once again I 
relied on the expert advice of our game 
scout. The scout smiled, raised his rifle 
in his left hand and knocked twice on 
the magazine. The buffalo pivoted on 
their hind legs and galloped off into the 
distance. I was fast becoming a fundi 
(expert) on African wildlife. 

The patrol continued without event 
except for a short exchange of fire with 
some ZIFRA or Zambian Army troops 
across the river. On the ninth day of 
what had been a boring patrol, we 
reached an old abandoned sugar 
estate and camped. About midday we 
decided to go down to the river in 
another vain attempt to find a cooler 
position. 

The thickness of the thorn bushes on 
either side of the game trail forced us to 
move in single file. I was walking be¬ 
hind the point man and our trusty 
game scout was at the rear of the pa¬ 
trol. As we rounded a bend in the trail 
we came upon another Cape buffalo 

Continued on page 108 
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The Ultimate Survival Kmfe/Kit 

This deluxe survival knife is the perfect companion 
for hunters, fishermen, campers and just to have 
around the house. 

Quality features include 6” razor sharp blade, 
waterproof 4 1 /2” aluminum hollow handle, (avail¬ 
able in camouflage or black) with liquid filled com¬ 
pass, leather sheath with sharpening stone. 

Survival Kit includes: lO matches, 20" wire saw, 
fishhooks, sinkers, nylon line for fishing, sewing, 

2 large sewing needles can be used for medical 
use and to form a spear for hunting and fishing. 


O 


O' 


ONLY $ 19. 3S EACH 
SPECIAL *38.°* FOB TWO 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
or your money back. 


Knifeco RO. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 


HOW TO ORDER INFORMATION: 


TO ORDER BY MAIL, USE COUPON OR SEPARATE SHEET. 


MAIL PAYMENT OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION WITH 


EXPIRATION DATE, CARD NUMBER AND SIGNATURE. 


Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

Please send me= 

□ 1 Survival Kniie @ $19.95 plus $3.00 for shipping 8c handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives @ $38.00 plus $3.00 fox shipping 8c handling 
Specify: 

□ Camouflage handle with green sheath 8c black coated blade. 

□ Black handle with black sheath 8c stainless blade. 

Florida Resident add 5% sales tax. 

Catalog only $200 □ Free with order 

□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Charge my □ MasterCard .DVisa 
Credit Card. No. 


T T 


Expiration Dale | 




Authorized Sianaiure 




Name 

Address . . _ 

City State 


Zip 


SF 
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t'j gittrj ujine t/fu 


pistol ever adopted for service usein the world, trast with the matt-finished; npn -reflectjv^ 
And its battlefield reliability, combined with the nonrdip curved surfaces. 


knockdownpunch .... 

made it one erf the—if not the—most famous and MORE 24-KARAT GOLD 

*“ THAN ANY OTHER 


[ work- 


For three quarters of a century 
This gun has sewed us well, 
On our march to Victory — 

On our march through Hell 


Its long and glorious day is done 
■Twill take its place beside 
The Sharps, Springfield and Garand Ml 
Th’emblems of our pride. 


Ironically, times 

horse is being put out to pasture 
by a 9mm pistol. 

Birf now/ip tfe the ^th Ai^yeraary year of 
the WorldWar D Victory—and in the 75th year 
of its use by our men inuhrfbfm—The American 

' fhfe days 

of glory of-tie old .45;by ahndundng the firirig, 
Knutededition World Wartf Commemorative 
M191IA1.45 Automatic. 

When you hold this two and a half pounds of 
steel, gold and walnut you will recall the valor of 
Guadalcanal, Normandy Iwo ]ima,the Ardennes 
and the many distant bafflehelds dial it oiice 
called home. It is a dramatic symbol Of victory. 


.45 EVER ISSUED 


This M1931AI has more 24-karat gold plating 
than any other A5 commemorative ever issued. 
The trigger, hammer, slide stop and magazine 
release are smoothly polished and richly plated 


We’ll miss it. And who are we — 

Who with the gun grow old? 

We’re America’s Fighting Men, and we 
Stopped'em with it. Cold, 


FIRING LIMITED 

SERIAL NO. 1 
TO NRA MUSEUM 


From “Farewell Old AS” 

by The American Historical Foundation 


■ lid slabsrdes." "Hand Cannon.” "Kicks like a 
^-^mule." "Thumbbuster” "Pocket Artillery" 
Since 1911, America's Fighting Men have 
defended our freedom with the .45 Automatic- 
The design is older than most living Americans. 
But this pistol served longer, fought more battles 
and won more medals of valor than an y other 
firearm in America's history . It was the first— 
and most powerful—heavy caliber automatic 


This is a firing limited edition : of only .2500, 
worldwide. Each is speejaHy serially numbered 
betweenOO01 and 2500; with the prefix WW (for 
World War U); This;number is also inscribed on 
an aceompzmying Certificate of Authenticity. 
Serial Na 1 is being presented to the National 
Rifle Association's museum in Washington, D.C. 

The fit and fimshofeach World War II Com* 
memorative .45 Automatic is presentation grade. 
Spedal inscriptions are etched and gold-gilt 
infilled on tike slide. The flats of the receiver and 
slide are mirror polished and richly blued to con- 


with gold. Even the grip screws are 24-karat 
goldplated. The hammer is the early, wide-spur 
design, and the G.L lanyard, loop is mounted on 
the mainspring housing. .And all parts are inter¬ 
changeable with G.I.-issued pistols. 


SELECT BURL WALNUT 
STOCKS-SPECIALLY 

vrrftLnrc'T rrvr* 


The beautifully figured American walnut stocks 
are specially crafted for this edition by the 
respected company of Herrettis. They are hand- 




















acrylic glass lid, it makesyour45 a 
visible symbol to you, your family arttj 
your friends of your pride in American 
military history, while it protects your .4$ 
from dust and unauthorized handling. 




finished with seven 
grade" finish four? 
grade shotguns. 

Eadi stock is fitted with a gold plated and black 
fired enamel cloisonne medallion. 


NOT JUST A SHOWPIECE 


This handcrafted M19HA1 Automatic . is a 
fully functional, firing handgun. And because it's 
a firing weapon it could even be called upon to 
defend your home, family or country—with the 
same famous .45 AGP ammo Gfe have Used since 

isai 

According to published accounts, it was 
Brigadier General John T. Thompson whose "... 
efforts in this direction are probably more respon¬ 
sible than anything else for the working out of the 
present service.. .automatic pistol (1911 Model)." 

The .45 ACP rimless cartridge for this pistol is 
also credited to him. So, we went to Thompson/ 
Auto-Ordnance Corporation, the company he 
founded to make his Thompson Submachine Gun, 
to custom build this .45 Commemorative to mib; 
specifications. 

In fact, test firings of their .45 by the NRA 
showed its accuracy to be .. significantly better 
than the average as issued M19H" 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED; 
30 DAY INSPECTION 


COLLECTOR INTEREST 


Only 2500 will be made —making it one of the 
rarest of all collectible firearms. Due to its highly 
collectible status, it has already been classified 
as a Curio and Relic by the BATE You will be 
proud tp own one and to hand it down to future 
generations of your family. 

A furniture-grade walnut case is also available 
so you can display your World War II Commem¬ 
orative on a desk, shelf or wall. With a locking 


This is available exclusively through The 
American Historical Foundation. You may write* 
call, personally visit or mail the reservation form 
below. You have full inspection privileges before 
you decide to keep it. Satisfaction is fully guaran¬ 
teed, or you may return the Commemorative 
within 30 days, no questions asked, for a prompt 
refund. With your reservation, you will also be 
made a Member of The American Historical 
Foundation, with Members in 29 countries around 
the world. 

If you do not have a Federal firearms license, 
the Foundation will coordinate delivery to you 
through your local firearms dealer, after your 
reservation is received here. If you do have a 
license, send a signed copy, and your World War 
II Commemorative .45 will be delivered directly 
to you. 

This is a lasting, tangible American symbol of 
the valor and sacrifices made by our country¬ 
men against the forces of darkness during World 
War 0. The few men, museums and organizations 
who will own this rare, firing showpiece will find 
it becomes a centerpiece of their collection. 


r-f- izrSTplfpft 


RESERVATION 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street. Dept. A118 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353 1*12 
24-hour toll free reservations: (600) 366-6080 
Yes, I wish to reserve the World War II Commemorative 
M1911A1 .45 Automatic, selectively plated with 24-karat gold. 
I will also receive a numbered Certificate of Authenticity' 
membership in The American Historical Foundation and in¬ 
formation concerning the history, care, display and firing of 
military arms. 

□ My deposit of $95 {or credit card authorization) is enclosed. 
Please invoice (or charge my credit card) for the balance due... 

□ in four equal payments of $175. 

□ for the balance. 

□ My payment in full (or my credit card authorization) for 
$795 is enclosed. 

□ Also please send the optional, furniture-finished walnut 
display case. Please add $85 to the final charge of the method 
•of payment I have selected above. 

Name ... 


Address . 


For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 












The type of steel in the blade of 
your knife is the most important factor 
in determining its performance capa¬ 
bilities. That’s true. But all the potential 
and projected capability in the world is 
meaningless if the blade doesn’t pro¬ 
duce the performance it is capable of. 
Choice of steel is the first step in max¬ 
imizing performance, but what really 
makes the blade live up to all of its 
potential is the temper, or hardening 
and toughening process that the blade 
is subjected to. 

Steel is an incredible material. Heat 
it to its critical temperature and cool it 
slowly and it becomes soft and easily 
worked. Heat it and cool it quickly and 
it becomes exceedingly hard and brit¬ 
tle. Handle it with skill and care some¬ 
where between these two extremes 
and the steel can become fantastically 
tough and resilient. In fact, a skilled 
knifemaker can vary the degree of 
hardness in different parts of a blade to 
achieve a hard, keen edge, a tough 
point, a back that is resilient, and a tang 
that possesses enough ductility to 
make it all but unbreakable. These 
characteristics are all vital in knife con¬ 
struction, but precious few knives have 
received the benefit of the tender lov¬ 
ing care and skill that it takes to instill 
these qualities in a blade. 

To understand why most knives are 
not as good as they could be, let alone 
should be, you need to have a very 
basic understanding of the hardening 
and tempering processes of steel. In 
general terms, the harder a given piece 
of steel is, the more brittle it becomes. 
The softer the steel, the more ductile it 
tends to be. 

There is a mistaken notion on the 
part of many people that the harder 
their knife blade is, the better it will 
hold an edge. But hardness and tough¬ 
ness are not the same thing. For exam¬ 
ple, hickory is tough, but glass, while 
hard, is very brittle. A file may be quite 
hard, but it is also brittle. A decent knife 
needs to be hard enough to hold an 
edge, yet not so hard that it will break 
with pressure. The problem is that the 
optimum levels for edge-holding, re¬ 
silience, toughness and ductility are 
each achieved at differing degrees of 
hardness in a given piece of steel. 

Enter compromise. All commercial 
knives and over 90 percent of custom- 
handmade knives are tempered in 
commercial or privately owned fur¬ 
naces that give the finished blade the 
same degree of hardness throughout 
which almost always gives optimum 
edge-holding for the piece of steel con¬ 
cerned. This may be a satisfactory 
compromise, but steel is an incredible 
material when handled correctly, and 
far more options are available. 

By having your blade tempered to 
the hardness level that gives the best 



BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 


Holding Your Temper 



Forging and tempering 
high-performance knives is an art, 
involving skill, long hours and a lot 
of sweat, as Bill Bagwell will attest. 


edge-holding from one end to the 
other and from top to bottom, you 
have given up a tremendous amount 
of stress resistance and brute strength. 
In many cases this can easily result in a 
strength penalty approaching 50 per¬ 
cent or more. In a combat or survival 
knife this can make a critical if not 
deadly difference. 

The knife must do more than just 
hold an edge and cut, although the 
edge is important But the point is also 
important and actually receives more 
regular abuse than any other part of 
the blade. For this reason the point 


should be tempered slightly softer and 
therefore somewhat tougher and more 
shock resistant than the cutting edge. 
The back, or spine, of the knife is the 
structural member that holds every¬ 
thing else together It should be tem¬ 
pered to a level of hardness that gives 
maximum flexibility and resilience — 
somewhat on the order of a spring, if 
you will. The fourth and last basic part 
of your knife blade is the tang — the 
shank that goes inside the handle 
which should be tempered so that it is 
dead soft and will give the maximum 
resistance to lateral stress without 
breaking. 

Commercial and most custom 
knives — and all stainless knives, to my 
knowledge — are tempered on the 

Continued on page 103 
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Camoflage 
model shown 
with matching 
leather 


TANT O... Quick...Silent...Deadly! 

This heavy-duty assault knife with non-glare blued 
440 surgical steel 6" x 3/16" thick blade was 
designed for use by the Special Forces. Its perfectly 
balanced 11 inch length makes it ideal for both 
survival and close combat use, and is used by all 
branches of the Armed Forces including underwater 
demolition teams. Available in standard or camoflage 
models, comes complete with genuine leather case 
with quick-release Velcro closure. 

$5995 

+ $2 for shipping & handling. **** 


2010 Jones Road, Fort Lee, N.J. 07024 

Call Toll Free 1-800-843-0711 

Gentlemen: Please rush Tanto assault knife 

n Standard Model d Camoflage Model 
Check or M.O. for $59.95 plus $2 shipping enclosed. 


Standard model comes complex 
with a black leather cas£. 11 %m 
overall length with 6Inch blade 


Address. 
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FULL AUTO 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Blowback, Bayonets 
and Phony Baloney 



I have witnessed or documented the 
self-destruction of no less than nine 
MG42 machine guns, including my 
own. I have always rushed to lay the 
blame on the nickle-a-round surplus 
ammo that collectors, including my¬ 
self, are constantly running through 
firearms worth many thousands of dol¬ 
lars. However, in the case of the 
MG42, aging ammunition only magni¬ 
fies a flaw endemic to the roller-locking 
design itself. 

There is some evidence that the 
Germans had premature-unlocking 
problems during the war. MG42 lock¬ 
ing rollers are cammed into their so- 
called locked position in the barrel ex¬ 
tension’s cutouts by the firing-pin hold¬ 
er. If a faulty primer gives a hang-fire of 
even the smallest duration, complete 
ignition will probably occur while the 
bolt carrier is bouncing away from the 
locked position. Damaged gun (bulged 
or cracked receiver above and below 
the barrel extension and bent barrel 
latch) and operator (bulged or cracked 
head above the neck and bent spinal 
cord) are the usual result. 

Typically, the German solution was 
to add a part. A “bolt catch” inside the 
bolt carrier’s body delayed the unlock¬ 
ing process by retarding the firing-pin 
holder’s movement. To what extent 
this was used in the MG42 is not 
known. 

Carried forward to new develop¬ 
ments, this system was found in the 
prototype MG45 GPMG and the 
StG45 assault rifle. Eventually these 
little rollers were incorporated into the 
G3 rifle. After this built-in hesitation 
Heckler & Koch named the concept 
“delayed blowback.” 

During and after WWII, Aberdeen 
Proving Ground researchers and test¬ 
ers observed premature unlocking. 
And one of the old hands at Aberdeen 
even devised a new solution for this 
blight on the ‘42. John Wilkinson of 
Springfield, Ohio — now a Class 2 
manufacturer— has a fast and dirty fix: 
Take an M1911A1 .45 ACP recoil 
spring and remove one inch of the 
coils. Fold the ends in and install inside 
the bolt-carrier body, in back of the 
firing-pin holder and under the extrac¬ 
tor’s spoon. This slick little anti-bounce 
device really works and will end for¬ 
ever the nightmare of watching your 
pet Hitler’s Zipper unzip in a hundred 
pieces. 

Portuguese G3 

Qualified Class 3 dealers can now 
obtain brand-new dealers’ samples of 
the Portuguese G3 rifle made by FMP/ 
INDEP in Lisbon under license from 
Heckler and Koch. Well-made, they 
feature all-green military furniture and 
are, of course, selective-fire in 
7.62x51mm NATO caliber. A delight¬ 
ful cyclic rate of 480-620 rpm will 



guarantee you at least one hit on target 
before the remainder of the burst se¬ 
quence goes sailing off into the wild 
blue yonder. Priced at only $695 each, 
they are available from Kestrel Interna¬ 
tional Corporation (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 809, Mesquite, TX 75149). Hur¬ 
ry, there are only a few. Best of all, 
these rifles have already passed 
through BATF Import Branch Form 6 
approval. They await only Form 3 
approval to a Class 3 dealer. NFA 
Branch assures me that this process 
now takes less than a month. 

New HK SL7A1 Variant 
For those who simply must employ a 
bayonet for the coup de grace, Heckler 
& Koch has sent me a prototype of a 
proposed SL7A1 version of their fine 
SL7 carbine in 7.62x51mm NATO 
caliber (See “SL6/7SOF, June ’85, 
p. 36.) The SL7A1 differs from its 
predecessor by addition of the spring- 
loaded female bayonet fitting mounted 
to the front barrel band, and a bulbous 
ring (to retain the bayonet) attached to 
the muzzle. By means of this and a 
spring-loaded male fitting on the 
bayonet, the HK engineers — ob¬ 
sessed with the usual Teutonic pen¬ 
chant for complexity — are able to 
accomplish with six components what 
others must do in only three. Fiendish- 


ABOVE: PPSH41 SMG re-barreled to 
9mm and fitted with magazine 
adapter and MP40 magazine. Photo: 
Imperial War Museum 

LEFT: German magazine adapter for 
PP5h41 SMG. Photo: Imperial War 
Museum 

ly clever, those Germans. 

The SL7A1 also sports a smart¬ 
looking storage trap on the bottom of 
the buttstock to house the 5mm hex 
wrench required for disassembly. Ev¬ 
erything else, including the outstand¬ 
ing accuracy potential (and presum¬ 
ably the price), remains exactly the 
same on this excellent modern-day 
G43 look-alike. If you would like them 
to produce the SL7A1, write directly to 
Heckler & Koch, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
14601 Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 
22021 ). 

New Galil Accessories 

Recently announced are lower 
prices on the Galil rifles and four new 
accessories. A universal scope mount 
which slides into the dovetail slot on 
the left side of the receiver is finally 
available. This all-steel precision-cast 
and machine-finished mount can be 
used simultaneously with the iron 
sights and fits scopes of all types. Pre¬ 
ferred, however, is the new Nimrod 
6x40mm scope designed for military 
applications. Using standard one-inch 
rings, the Nimrod features a constantly 
centered reticle and rapid adjustment 
of the windage and elevation controls. 
Complementing this is a polyurethane 
ribbed cheekpiece which snaps on and 
off the stock. Finally, a re-designed 
magazine adapter mates the world’s 

Continued on page 104 
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KATADYN POCKET FILTER 


ncmisY-^r 


WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMENT 


1375 N. WILSON ROAD RADCUFF. KENTUCKY 40160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800-626-6171 

In Kentucky 502/351-1164 IBM 1 

CUSTOMER SERVICE IhMH \SSF.\ 1 

502/351-1167 Sorry, No C.OJ 


Lost keys tell you where they are! Do you know anyone 
who loses their keys regularly? Beep ‘N’ Keep is the 
answer. It chirps like a cricket several times to allow you 
time to find it. Just clap your hands or snap your fingers 
four times and listen for the response! 30ft. radius. 
The perfect gift for friends and family. Order Beep *N’ 
Keep for every set of keys. The most exciting device to 
come out of our electronic revolution! Comes with two 
calculator batteries and a key ring. One year factory 
warranty. 

SF07-1943.$12.95 


SERE*ATTACK KNIFE 


Standard issue Swiss Army, NATO forces and Inter¬ 
national Red Cross purifier. Katadyn removes all 
(not “most” or “99%“ etc.) of the free-living micro¬ 
organisms from water including Giardia. Works well 
on silty, muddy or algae laden waters to clarify and 
purify. For traveling, expeditions, camping, military 
use, civil defense, catastrophes and survival. Hand 
pump action yields up to V* qt. per minute of safe 
drinking water. 10 x 2“ and weighs 23 ozs. Your 
Karadyn Pocket Filter can serve you for many years 
problem free if simple instructions are followed. 

SF05-0952 Pocket Filter with Case.$179.00 

SF05-0953 Replacement Filter Element..... .$89.00 
NOTE: Replacement filter element rarely needs to be 
replaced and. except for the heavy user, normally 
lasts a lifetime. Order Now! 


Designed by Al Mar Knives for the Special Forcc^^Hj 
SERE (* Survival-Escape-Resistance-Evasion) group ^99 
at the JFK Special Warfare Center. Features a 4V4” 
lock back blade of the exclusive AM-6, Rc 57-59 knife 
steel with a camouflage Micarta® handle. High quality 
knife with a ratio of 90% survival and 10% close-in combat 
capability. Camouflage leather scabbard with the U.S. 
Special Forces crest (shipped loose for application at your 
discretion). 

SF07-0957...$135.00 


URBAN CAMO 
UNIFORM 


Fade into block and 
mortar. Slip by door¬ 
ways, iron fences and 
concrete stairs. Be 
camouflaged in the 
city! This uniform is 
made to full 'military 
specifications of 50% 
nylon and 50% cotton. 
Military camouflage 
pattern of blacks, 
grays and whites. 
Order your sizes from 
the size charts below. 
SF01-0799 Shirt 

... $28.88 
SF01-0800 Trousers 

.$28.88 


MARINER 


Our Sharpest! 

A CLIPIT knife with the G-2 Chrome-Moly stainless blade, 
stainless body and clip. Has sheepsfoot serrated edge that’s 
widely known as a superior edge for difficult cutting chores. 
Uniquely designed blade with thumb hole allows for rapid 
one-nanded opening to the locked position. 3 W* blade. 
SF07-2082.....$49.95 


POCKET SURVIVAL TOOL 


A pocket tool chest! Unfold 
handles to an 8” ruler. 
Keep going to lock handles 
back for a set of pliers/ 
wire cutters. Plus there are 
4 screwdrivers (large, med¬ 
ium, small and Phillips), a 
file for wood and metal, an 
awl/punch, a can and bottle 
opener and a 2Vi” knife 
blade. All stainless. Made 
to military specifications. 
Comes with leather pouch 
and 25 yr. factory warranty. 
SF07-0970.$39.95 


SHIRT 


Chest Your Height 


33-37’ 

37-41’ 

41-45’ 

45-49’ 


LEADERSHIP PORTFOLIO 


Tactical Leader’s Notebook. The Woodland Camouflage 
Cordura®'nylon cover zips open to reveal a note pad and 
pockets for pencils and cards. Additionally, a small Velcro® 
pouch is tucked neatly inside for your supplies of alcohol 
markers, protractors, etc. The best part is the size-5 J /tx7 Vi” 
when closed and it fits'perfectly into your BDU cargo pocket. 

SF04-1519 Portfolio. $9.99 

SF04-1514 Reflll Pad for Portfolio.$1.97 


Waist Your Ixtseam 


STUN ‘ 
GUN « 


40,000 volts for defense 
and/or control. Just seeing 
the electric charge arc be- 
tween the poles is enough to 
frighten most attackers. Low W| 
amperage and frequency 
makes the Stun Gun safe yet 
effective against attackers. 
Rechargeable 9 volt Nickel- 
Cadmium battery. Not legal 
in some states. Check your J 

local and state laws prior to 
ordering. Black. 2Vix6”. 

SF05-1496 Stun Gun.$69.9* 

SF05-1495 Holster,black nylon $9,95 
SF05-1554 9 volt Battery with the 
Recharger Unit... $19.95 


R Watertight portable vinyl con¬ 
tainer links tissue to dispenser. 

Hang lid at the fork 
of a branch or in 

crevlce °f a roc k 

and tissue sus- 
Hollow spool for 

6 Viz ”. Woodland 
Camouflage pattern. Solve 
an age-old problem and get a laugh. 
.$9.97 


UARi EQUIPMFN 


WORlD S MATFSl 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD B 

RADCUFF, KY 40160 flj 

PHONE (502) 351-1164 ” 

QTY. 1 NUMBER I DESCRIPTION 


□ rn AOOim $3fflfOP A YEARS CATALOG SUBSCRIPTION. \ 


BIONIC EAR 


MICROPHONE 


MONEY 

ORDER 


SUBTOTAL 


I CHECK 


BIONIC EAR™ 

Battery operated (one 9 volt) listening device for indoor and 
outdoor use. Ideal for hunting, bird watching, home security 
and the hearing impaired. Magnifies beyond the human 
range. Sensitive microphone and intricate circuitry amplify 
sounds, but has an automatic shut-off to harmful noise. 
The Bionic Ear™ consists only of the microphone and 
adjustable headset while the Booster is sold separately. 

SF08-1190...$69.95 

BOOSTER 

Increase listening surface by 37 times while reducing any 
background noise simultaneously. It’s a hand held dish 
that’s connected by cord to the microphone and headset. 
Adds clarity and sensitivity. Assembles instantly. 
SF08-1189....$34.95 


SHIPPING. 
HANDLING. 
INSURANCE 
KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADD 5% TAX 
TOTAL 


MASTERCARD 


VISA 


CREDIT CARD NO 


HEADSET 


EXP. DATE 


Signature: 


DDRESS 


phone) 


STATE 


CITY 


SF6M J 
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IN REVIEW 


THE ELITE — The Story of the 
Rhodesian Special Air Service. By 
Barbara Cole. Three Knights Pub¬ 
lishing (Pty) Ltd., Natal, Republic 
of South Africa. 1984. 449 pp. 26 
maps. 32 pages of B&W and color 
photographs. $25 from SOF Ex¬ 
change, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, 
CO 80306. Review by John Cole¬ 
man. 

RhiODESIA’S C Squadron, Spe¬ 
cial Air Service, was always a shadowy 
organization, even to those of us who 
conducted training and operations 
with them. Cloak and dagger atmos¬ 
phere was vital: If there was no securi¬ 
ty, there was no success for clandestine 
deep-penetration missions of the SAS. 
“My only regret is that the exploits of 
the SAS cannot yet be disclosed to the 
public so that they can share my pride 
in full,” Rhodesian Minister of Defense 
Jack Howman said during the war. 

Sadly — for those with an interest in 
freedom in Southern Africa — the time 
has come where SAS operations can 
be discussed. And since the fall of 
Rhodesia, Barbara Cole has accurately 
chronicled SAS exploits in her new 
book, The Elite — The Story of the 
Rhodesian Special Air Service. 

Mrs. Cole builds a solid foundation 
for her book by using the experience 
and contacts of her husband, Pete, 
who was an active SAS operative dur¬ 
ing the war. This account is the real 
story from the inside. It’s all buttressed 
with extensive research and numerous 
interviews with other principals. The 
book is a fascinating journey through 
the beginnings of the SAS in World 
War II, the early missions of C Squad¬ 
ron in Malaya in 1951, the official or¬ 
ganization of the Rhodesian SAS and 
the war they fought in the Southern 
African bush from 1966 to 1980. 

SAS philosophy was simple, direct 
and correct: Hit the bastards hard, fast 
and right where they live. And SAS hit 
time and time again in raids and sabo¬ 
tage operations deep inside Mozam¬ 
bique and Zambia against ZANLA and 
ZIPRA terrorist camps. Good and 
accurate history, Cole’s accounts of 
operations read like adventure stories. 

SAS ops reminded some of King 
Solomon 7 s Mines or Devil's Guard , but 
Cole’s relation is better than fiction: 
The story’s real. The Elite bursts with 
detail of mission procedures, hard- 
fought operations and the men who 
carried them out. 

Some of the operational scenarios 
accurately described in Mrs. Cole’s 
book sound like an Indiana Jones cel¬ 
luloid fantasy: 

• After years of operating inside 
northern Mozambique against Robert 
Mugabe’s ZANLA terrorists and 
Samora Machel’s FRELIMO army, the 


SAS was becoming hard-pressed to 
avoid compromise during their ex¬ 
tended ops behind the lines. An enter¬ 
prising SAS troop commander, Bob 
McKenna, a U.S. citizen, developed an 
idea which exemplified the squadron’s 
motto of “Who Dares Wins.” McKen¬ 
na’s plan was to utilize the huge Lake 
Cabora Bassa in Mozambique as a 
floating base of operations, employing 
hit-and -float raids against strategic ter¬ 
rorist bases. Twelve members of A 
Troop, led by McKenna, paddled over 
300 miles while literally living in col¬ 
lapsible canoes for six weeks and suc¬ 


cessfully attacked numerous targets. 
ZANLA and FRELIMO never knew 
what hit them. 

• By 1979, Rhodesia was barely 
able to contain the thousands of terror¬ 
ists operating inside her borders. Yet a 
bigger threat, one that could topple the 
country within a matter of days, came 
to the attention of the Rhodesian Cen¬ 
tral Intelligence Organization. Joshua 
Nkomo, head of the 20,000-man 
ZIPRA terrorist force operating from 
Zambia, was planning a conventional 
war-style attack on Rhodesia — an 
attack coordinated to put the capital of 
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Salisbury in enemy hands within 24 
hours. There was only one solution: 
Assassinate Nkomo. 

After meticulous planning and re¬ 
hearsals, the SAS drove their Sabre 
Land Rovers 124 miles through 
enemy-controlled Zambian territory 
right into Nkomo’s headquarters in 
Lusaka. Although Nkomo managed to 
escape by squeezing his bulk through a 
small bathroom window, the psycho¬ 
logical impact of this Rhodesian SAS 
raid — Op Bastille — made it widely 
considered as the most important mili¬ 
tary operation of the entire war. 

• The Op That Never Was. As the 
war ground down and internationally 
supervised elections drew nearer, 
many feared that Robert Mugabe 
would come to power through coer¬ 
cion and intimidation of the black 
Rhodesian voters. The Rhodesian mili¬ 
tary command developed Operations 
Hectic and Quartz to counter that 
threat The SAS was tasked with the 
elimination of Mugabe, ZANLA mili¬ 
tary commander Rex Nhongo, and 
hundreds of key ZANLA personnel. In 
a plot and counterplot that would serve 
admirably in any Ian Fleming novel, 
Mrs. Cole tells of spies and traitors, 
covert surveillance, and a heretofore 
secret stockpile of Russian T-55 tanks. 

Many in the SAS didn’t like to think 
of themselves or be referred to as 
heroes. But among the characters en¬ 
countered in this book are the two 
most highly decorated soliders in 
Rhodesia, each earning the Grand 
Cross of Valour, Silver Cross and 
Bronze Cross. Both served with the 
squadron. 

Despite the author’s firsthand ac¬ 
quaintance with the characters and 
their story, The Elite manages to 
avoid over-glorification of the Rhode¬ 
sians, Yanks, Brits, Aussies and a 
dozen other nationalities who com¬ 
prised C Squadron. Instead, Cole 
simply tells the story and lets the deeds 
and the men who performed them 
speak for themselves. 

When the Rhodesian SAS dis¬ 
banded in December 1980, a fitting 
tribute was received from the Squad¬ 
ron’s former parent unit in Britain: 
“Farewell to a much-admired sister 
unit. Your professionalism and fighting 
expertise has always been second to 
none throughout the history of the 
Rhodesian SAS. C Squadron still re¬ 
mains vacant in 22 SAS orbat” 

At the ceremony on 13 December, 
the last CO of C Squadron, the most 
decorated man in the Rhodesian 
Army, said, “I know that in the years to 
come we can, with the greatest pride, 
say, ‘I served with the Rhodesian 
SAS.’ ” 

After reading The Elite—The Story 
of the Rhodesian Special Air Ser¬ 
vice, you’ll understand why. ^ 



THE 7x50 COMMANDER 

From STEINER-Germany, Military Binoculars for over 40 nations. The COMMANDER 
gathers 70 times more light than the human eye. The waterproof COMMANDER 
features: a built-in, through-the-lens compass with electric illumination; for night 
use. Rugged rubber armoring; and multi-coated precision German optics. 

Shock-proof Jo 11 timas gravity. Also available: the steady and 



rugged 6 x 30 Military.'Marine and the 7 x 50 Military/Marine, 
the ideal night glass. 

GFRMANY 

PIONEER & COMPANY 

1-800*2577742 

| NJ— £09-65 4-24241 | 


216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 



Stardom Studios, this 
big beautiful four-color 
poster, 21x 30". 
Fantastic detail. 

All prints shipped 
in mailing tubes. 

ARE YOU READY 
FOR TINA? 

ORDER No.FP-4.$5.50 
Please add $2.00 for 
postage & handling. 


STARDOM STUDIOS 
INTERNATIONAL INC. 

P.O. Box 281 

Midnapore, Alta., TOL 1JO Canada 

Payment in check or money order. 
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by Jack Thompson 

One Shot, Three Hits 


M MIT probability . Submunitions. 
Multiple projectiles. Burst control. You 
remember ... All those buzz-words 
that floated like little angels around the 
birth of microcaliber select-fire 
weapons. 

But none of those ideas was new. 
The idea of increasing hit probability 
by applying a pattern of fire or a beaten 
zone to a target area has been knock¬ 
ing around a long time. It began with 
the shotgun, proceeded with the 
machine gun (there was even a duplex 
round for 7.62 NATO that was manu¬ 
factured in the ’60s), laid the founda¬ 
tion of the concept of the assault rifle 
and was refined in the burst-control 
mechanism. 

A precision-shooting advocate since 
my days as a Marine, naturally, I don’t 
embrace the concept wholeheartedly, 
but I’ve found one example of it I 
would employ if I were a cop busting 
into a warehouse with an armed bur¬ 
glar on the other side of the door. The 
Multiple Munitions, Incorporated, 
(MMI) Multiplex cartridges in .38, 
.357, .45 and 9mm SMG (so far, 9mm 
is available for foreign sales only) are 
valuable special-purpose cartridges 
every duty officer should consider. 

I’m not backing off one inch from 
my stand that accurate fire is the most 
important weapon any infantryman or 
street cop can offer in an armed con¬ 
frontation, but there are times and 
places when ammo that will let your 
handgun spray lead may help you live 
to fight another day. Handgun shot 
shells are a natural possibility, but have 
rarely been considered for defensive 
purposes. Their light individual projec¬ 
tiles don’t have the momentum to do 
much damage, and don’t penetrate 
much. 

But what about a pistol cartridge that 
spits two or three bullets in the 100- 
grain range? It makes the pistol into 
something like a hand-sized shotgun. 
You still must apply accurate shooting 
techniques, but Multiplex ammo helps 
you get the most out of that accuracy in 
some combat situations. 

MMI Multiplex cartridges pack either 
two or three projectiles into a conven¬ 
tional case for increased impact surface 
area at close range (up to five meters) 
and increased hit probability out to 25 
meters by virtue of the built-in separa¬ 
tion produced by the load. Original 
velocity is roughly the same as .38 
Special single-projectile loads, about 
800 fps. But the bullets delivered have 
a total projectile weight that’s been 
beefed up from the usual 150-grain 
neighborhood to a stunning (or stop¬ 
ping) 250 grains. 

Yet, believe it or not, MMI Multiplex 
ammo features SAAMI (Sporting Amis 
and Ammunition Manufacturers Insti¬ 
tute) approval for pressures safe for 


standard weapons for specified cali¬ 
bers. Of course, the plus-P rating on 
the .38 Multiplex means plus-P and it 
would be a mistake to load this little 
bomb into your Airweight. Otherwise, 
all MMI ammo should function in all 
standard service pistols. 

The only real exception to that is the 
9mm. MMI’s Parabellum loads pro¬ 
duce pressures appropriate only for 
submachine guns. This high-energy 
blaster blows two slugs (combined 
weight 160 grains) out of a full-length 
SMG barrel at velocities approaching 
1,300 fps. And it automatically dou¬ 
bles the volume of fire from an SMG. 

But .38 and .357 are going to get the 
most use from SWAT cops, so let’s see 
how they work. Both the Special and 
Magnum cartridges throw three pro¬ 
jectiles. The first and heaviest bullet is a 
specially made 110-grain FMJ hollow- 
point, It’s backed up by two flat lead 
discs, each weighing 70 grains. The 
only difference is velocity: Magnum 
bullets fly at 1,235 fps to hit at a com¬ 
bined energy of 625 foot-pounds. 

I had a couple of boxes of .38s for 
the SOF test I can’t testify to the worth 
of the .357, but I saw enough of the .38 
to be impressed. 

MMI ,38s come ten to a box. (That 
box costs $10.95, so that’s one good 
reason not to misuse Multiplex ammo.) 


Loaded into a standard six-shot re¬ 
volver, that gives you 18 projectiles 
with a total weight of 1,500 grains and 
an impressive combined muzzle ener¬ 
gy of 2,100 foot-pounds. That’ll knock 
the bad guys down a peg or two. 

Ideally, Multiplex is a fine round for 
forced entry, especially under poor 
light conditions. At ranges under 25 
meters, accuracy is fine. At least one 
bullet always hit within an inch of point 
of aim. But the test at the 25-meter 
target showed what this cartridge is 
good for. One bullet hit point of aim, 
another struck three inches low and to 
the left, and the third barely cut the 
paper on the right side of the torso. 
That’s what I call compensation for 
aiming error or target movement 

But before you get the idea that this 
hand-fired shotgun shell will cure all 
your problems, let me tell you what it 
won't do. Since the individual projec¬ 
tiles are lighter they will lose velocity 
and drop faster than a single, heavier 
bullet. Don’t count on accurate shoot¬ 
ing over 25 meters. 

Again because of the lighter projec¬ 
tile weight, don’t count on this ammo’s 
penetration. These bullets don’t cut 
much cover. 

Also, be careful with this load if 
Continued on page 103 
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eautifut women who'll make your day! 
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Rifle rack 

Racks for carrying rifles safely and 
securely in vehicles have been 
around at least as long as pickup 
trucks. But sometimes the idea of 
carrying them securely gets lost in 
the shuffle. Big Sky Racks, Inc. has 
come up with a solution. They’ve 
taken a metal frame and padded the 
arms with foam — no big deal, 
everybody does that. But then they 
added another feature: a third hook 
secures the scope to the frame, 
holding the rifle at three points. Your 
rifle won’t move once it’s secured in 
this rack. And that’s an important 
consideration if you’re going to be in 
a truck bouncing down bumpy 
roads. 

The rack holds a rifle upside down 
with the scope resting in the center 
hook. That way, the rifle isn’t prone 
to movement Big Sky Racks are 
also designed for mounting on the 
ceiling of a pickup cab: It’s 
surprisingly convenient. 

If this new rack concept sounds 
like a good idea to you, write to Big 
Sky Racks, Inc., Dept SOF, Rt. 85, 
Box 4208, Livingston, MT 59047. 
Phone: (303) 799*1828. 


ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 





Uz, DRESS-UP 

Choate is known for its quality 
accessories for civilian versions of 
military firearms. In the past they 
have limited their inventory to 
stocks, forearms and pistol grips. 

Now they carry metal products too. 
And that’s just as well when it comes 
to dressing up your military 
look-alike. 

Take the UZI, for instance. In 
order to comply with U.S. federal 
firearms regulations, the semiauto 
model of the famed Israeli UZI 
submachine gun is required to have 
a 16-inch barrel. That leaves the 
civilian UZI with an exposed metal 
rod protruding from the front of the 
weapon. Not only is it ugly, it’s also 
susceptible to damage. 

But Choate has come up with a 
workable solution. They now 
manufacture a ventilated barrel 
shroud that slips over the original 
UZI barrel and serves as both a 
handguard extender and a protector 
against damage. And there’s another 
benefit. It makes the gun look 
meaner. Now you don’t have to 
have a weapon that looks like a 
mutant. And besides, it works. You 
can pick one up for $35. 

Choate Machine and Tool, Dept 
SOF, P.O. Box 218, Bald Knob, AR 
72010. Phone: (501) 724-3138. 


Continued on page 108 
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EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 
DEFENSE FUND 
UPDATE 


What we need: Medium and 
small sizes of the following: mili¬ 
tary combat and jungle boots, 
boot socks, cammie and OG 
fatigue uniforms, including caps 
and narrow-brimmed “boonie” 
hats, field jackets and rain jack¬ 
ets. Web equipment to include 
pistol belts, ammo pouches (the 
contras use a lot of FN-FAL’s and 
G-3’s, whose magazines go nicely 
in the old-style pouch for 20 rd 
M14 magazines) plastic canteens, 
canteen covers, canteen cups, 
ponchos, poncho liners, good, 
serviceable military rucksacks, 
preferably without the metal 
frames. K-Bars or equivalent good 
solid heavy field knives. Weapon 
cleaning gear. 30 round M-16 
magazines, military compasses, 
G1 flashlights and binoculars. 


Each pair of boots should be tied 
together by the laces and each pair 
of socks either rolled or tied togeth¬ 
er. 

Please break down the web equip¬ 
ment: detach the LBE suspenders 
from the pistol belt, and so on. 
Please pack bore-cleaner “Break- 
Free” and other oily items separately 
and try to make sure the caps are 
really on tight. 


Medical supplies should be 
addressed to Refugee Relief 
International, c/o SOF Ware¬ 
house, 5721 Arapahoe Avenue, 
Boulder, Colorado 80303. Then 
you get to write off your dona¬ 
tion as a tax deduction. 


Please enclose in each package a 
packing list detailing the contents, 
your name and address, and wheth¬ 
er you wish your name to be printed 
in SOF as a donor to the fund. 
Donations to the El Salvador/Nicara¬ 
gua Defense Fund are NOT tax 
deductible. 


Please do NOT send firearms, ammunition* 
or explosives. Also, we have no require¬ 
ment for: steel helmets, helmet liners, 
helmet covers, machetes, civilian clothes, 
entrenching tools and E-tool covers, bando¬ 
liers and stripper clips, 20 round Ml 6 
magazines, carbine magazines or carbine 
magazine pouches. 


Send equipment and/or cash donations to: 

El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund 

c/o Soldier of Fortune 
UPS: U.S. Mail: 

5735 Arapahoe P.0. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 


THE BEST OF WAR 

ON VIDEO CASSETTE 

IN DEFENSE OF FREEDOM 



*1186 $ 29.95 *1185 $ 29.95 •1183 $ 29.95 •1182 $ 29.95 •1184 $ 29.95 

WORLD WAR II 




A 

THE BATTLE 
CF BRITAIN 


*1072 $ 19.95 


*1073 $ 19.95 


*1076 $ 19.95 



$39.95 


For some the 
war was never 
over. These 
films were 
shot during 
the war. 
Highlighted is 
the Battle of 
Khe Shan. 

The second 
half of this 
film was shot 
by a 

cameraman 
on “ambush 
patrol / 1 


UcTORVn 

“fUROPE 



«***> * *» ** *ua?isa a* worn at m 


$39.95 


cThis is the 
definitive 
documentary 
outlining the 
strategy 
employed 
during WWII. 
The actual 
footage of 
action on the 
battlefield is 
graphic and 
makes this 
war film a 
window to the 
past. 


Please Specify VHS or BETA 

Send check or money order (no cash) to: 

Promotions Plus T . , * 

P.O.Box 151 Total$ - 

npnt W-1 Postage & Hai 

Tin l, ii e AA 77 $3 first tape 

Tinley Park, IL 60477 $i 50 ea.additi< 


VHS 

ITEM NUMBERS 


Total $_ 

Postage & Handling 

$3 first tape 

$1 50 ea. additional tape 

$ - 

Total Cost $_ 
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NEW MILITARY 
CLOTHING AND HATS 


If not certain about size, send measurements. 

□ ORIGINAL G.l. 5 BUTTON SWEATER 

100% Acrylic in O.D. or Black. S,M,L or XL. $19.95 

□ U.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET 


O.D. green-blue-black, woodland camo, tiger 
stripe, day desert Padded elbows and shoulders, 
button front, bi-swing back (L&XL). 

ESN 8415-082-2888 $29.00 



MA-1 U.SAF. 
FLYING JACKET 


Reg 


* 8 . 0 ° 


□ MA-1 U.S.A.F HYING JACKET |SPECIAL S36,95 | 
Nylon Shell w/reversible international orange 
lining Two inner & two outer pockets, zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve Knit col¬ 
lar. cuffs & waistband Specify black or sage 
green FSN 1615-522-6014 Sizes XS. S. M. L, 


add S5 00 for XL 

□ O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP $26.95 ea 

PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 

THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at ali 
stress points —knees, backside, elbows, etc. Made 
of heavy duty construction, 50% cotton/50% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets, pants have 6 pockets with 
adjustable waist straps, belt loops and ankle draw 
strings. 

□ DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/sct 

FATIGUES Latest Issue FSN 8415-01-102-6766 


S. M. L, add S4 00 for XL 

□ DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY $28.95 ea 
S, M. L. add S2 00 for XL FSN 8415-102-6804 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 
FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 8415-01-084-1647 

S. M. U add S4 00 for XL 

□ WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $28.95 ca 

PANTS or JACKET S. M. L, 
add S2 00 for XL FSN 8415-084-1713 

□ "BOONIES” ORIGINAL G.l. 

CAMO JUNGLE HAT 



With large brass screen vents. Specify. Wood¬ 
land, Day Desert, O.D. Green or USMC Camo 
Sizes; 7, 7V4, Vfi. 7 3 A FSN 8415-102-6781 $11.95 


□ ELIMINATOR BOOT 

NOMENCLATURE; Weight: 38 ounces per pair, 
ultra LT WT Height: 8-3/4 tough inches, upper of 
full grain leather and Cordura® nylon, 1000 DNR, 
Thinsulate* all weather insulation, Gore-tex® 
fabric factory seam sealed bootie liner (WATER¬ 
PROOF). Rocky® support system orthopedic inner- 
sole. Cambrelle® the 
living lining. Thermo 
tech® unbreakable 
shank, Texon® foun¬ 
dation TERRAIN 
outsole. Quick lace, 
rust proof speed lace 
system, Taslon® lace. 
Made in U.S.A. 
ROCKY® BOOTS 
Special $89.95 plus S3.00 Shipping 

COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE $13.00 

new with scabbard 18" blade FSN 5II0-8I3-1286 



□ GERBER MARK I SURVIVAL KNIFE 

Comes with combination booi/belt scabbard, 
quick release strap & double edged tempered 
4 J /4" blade $49.50 



This Medical-Survival Krt is so light it floatsIThe water 
tight handle is imprinted with Morse Code and 
Emergency Rescue Signals. Fluid filled compass 
included. $34.95 



watertight handle provides storage for emergency 
necessities and comes with a compass safefy located 
on the inside of the anti-magnetic pommel. The 
sheath features a built-in emergency sharpener. Two 
detachable, threaded anchors are standard 
equipment. Also available are optional nylon 
pouches which come in two sizes that attach to the 
sheath for added necessities. 

Buckmaster 1 Knife $138.95 

Large Sheath Pouch $ 6.95 

Small Sheath Pouch ^ $ 5.95 


#1 Order Now SfS 

$4.00 ea. plus .75* f ~ 

Poster measures 16-l/2"x 23-1/2" 

Specify Poster # 1,2 or both at $700 plus .75* 

For those who missed, "Miss Sherwood 1984,” still $3.50 


MISCELLANEOUS 

□ NEW 1985 ISSUE ORIGINAL Gl SLEEPING BAG 

1 j Mountain, M1949 Sleeping Bag, FSN 8465-242- 
7855. Temperature range from -14° to +50°F 
(-26° to +10°C). $59.95 

2) Intermediate Cold, Type I, FSN 8465-518-2804. 
Temperature range from -40° to +!0°F (-40° 
to — 12°C|. $89.95 

3) Extreme Cold, Type 11, FSN 8465-518-2804. 
Temperature range from +10°F (-J2°C) and 
below. $199.95 

□ SLEEPING BAG COVERS S14.C 


□ U.S. GJ. SLEEPING PAD FSN 8465-109-3369 
Latest 1985 Issue. Replaces former leaky air 
mattresses. Lightweight roll-up design, 8" Diameter 
rolled up. Overall Dimensions 24"W x 6'2"L. Perfect 
for camping or backpacking. 18.5 oz. $11.95 

□ ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY $5.95 ea or 
FLASHLIGHTS 

2 cell. Extra H.D flashlight, O.D. color, water¬ 
tight, belt clip, spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 

Batt. not included. FSN 6230-264-8261 

□ G.l. LENSATIC COMPASS 

Comes with neck strap & G.I. nylon carrying case. 
FSN 6605-151-5337 $34.95 

UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 

For the Outdoorsman 

□ MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duly, water repellent, mildew resistant, 
OD green with black nylon web handles. 


lo- (fate' 

‘TMida 


□ BUCKMASTER 

Here it is... The knife that will master the toughest 
challenge. Overall length is 12% inches. Blade length 
measures Vh. inches and the back of the blade serves 
as an emergency wood/metal saw. Airtight, 


INTRODUCING 

"MISS SHERWOOD 1985" 


□ Ml GARAND, M-14/MIA, FN FAL $29.95 

46" length 

□ COLT AR15, HK 91/93 44" length $26.95 

□ CAR15, ARI80, 36" length $24.95 

□ MINI 14. Ml CARBINE, $21.95 

REM 870 42" length 

□ UZI, MAC'S, MP-5, 28" length $22.50 

□ COLT GOVT MODEL orCOMBAT COMMD. 9.95 

□ CONVERT-A-KIT 
Converts your ART into a Carbine. 

• Made of ABS lightweight plastic compounds 

• Installs in minutes and is easily removable 

• Advanced design barrel guard $32.95 

* NOW Available * 

t * 

J Sherwood's Gift Certificates! J 

£ Good For Any Item In This Ad. J 

* * 


□ SMALL ARMS IDENTIFICATION AND OPERATION 
GUIDE - EURASIAN COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES 

We have what is probably the most comprehensive 
intelligence manual ever put together regarding 
Eurasian and communist small arms. There are over 
350 pages profusely illustrated regarding assembly, 
disassembly, identification, accessories and 
ammunition for weapons. $14.95 

□ SMALL CALIBER AMMUNITION IDENTIFICATION 
GUIDE. DST-I180G-514-81 Vol. 1 

This manual was put together by the Department 
of Defense Intelligence Agency. It is the best guide 
there is for identifying military cartridges up to 15 mm, 
as to cartridge designation, country of manufacture, 
and to a large extent, functional bullet type. A must 
for every serious military cartridge collector. $6.95 

□ U.S. RIFLE MI4, R. BLAKE STEVENS 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER, illustrated 
Covers complete evolution of M-14 
from initial M-l Garand modifications 

to the specialized M-21 sniper rifles $34.95 













UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 

For the Outdoorsman 

□ U.S. AIR FORCE FISHING 
SURVIVAL KIT Wi” x 2W x 1" 

FSN 7810-558-2685 for fresh or salt water fish¬ 
ing. Includes: Instruction booklet, watertight 
plastic case. 8 assorted flies. 2 treble hooks, 
straight shank hook, assorted leader packed. 

18 & 63 lb. nylon lines, assorted hooks, nee¬ 
dles. 8 — size 3 safety pins. 6 assorted spin¬ 
ners. baby copper, large chrome and red & 
white spoons. $16.95 

□ COMBAT/CONCEALMENT HOLSTER - 

DON HUME MODEL II-SAVE $10.00 - $14.95 
Fits all .45 autos & Browning Hi-Powers. all 
leather. Specify left or Rt. hand 

□ IVi m LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS $15.95 ea 


□ M-16/AI 

UPPER RECEIVER 



Complete with forward assist plunger assem¬ 
bly (latest tear drop type) installs on any ARI5 
sporter. without machining. Original colt, be¬ 


ware of imitations! NOW $99.00 


□ MI6/AJ MAINTENANCE KIT 
All materials brand new G.l. issue. Includes 
new carrying case, tooth brush, bottle LSA oil. 
bore cleaner, cleaning rod. bore brush and 
chamber brush. $10.95 


□ M-I6/A2 TYPE ROUND ASSAULT 
HANDGUARDS for AR|5 
Similar to CARI5/shorty grips. These are 
round, ribbed and won't crack, chip or scratch 
like original beavertail types. Come complete 
with heat shields and instructions Lifetime 
Guaranty From MF R. $24.95 




Solid brass fittings, pre-otled finish, saddle 
leather, fits: M-I Garand. MI4 (MIA), U.S. 

MI9I7 Enfield, Springfield OA & A3. 

JohnsonSerm-Auto. Win 97, Win M-I2 
□ LSA WEAPONS OIL. CASE SPECIAL 

Of 24 - 4QZ BOTTLES-SAVE $19.00 $29.99 


□ RUGER 10/22 50 Rd. magazine- 

□ TAN LEATHER CARRYING CASE 


$29.95 

$9.95 


’044 — 

'Uwod 

SfocunawK 


& 




□ U.S. M7 LEATHER 45 AUTO $19.95 

SHOULDER HOLSTER FSN 1095-973-2353 
Black color — Rt. hand only, also fits Browning 
Hi-Power and S&W M-39. Brand new. Orig. G.l. 

CLIPS, MAGAZINES & POUCHES 

ALL ITEMS BRAND NEW 

□ NEW G.L .45 $6.95 ea, 

AUTO MAGS $60.00/10 

NEW G.L CARBINE MAGAZINE POUCH 
w/4-30 SHOT MAGS. $19.95 

□ AR15/M16 30 RD 3-MAGAZINE POUCH $6.95 

□ ARI5/M16 POUCH W/3-30 $23.95 

ROUND MAG. 

□ RUGER MINI 14 30 RD. $12.95 

MAGAZINE. BLUE 

□ RUGER MINI 14 POUCH W/3-30 RD. $39.95 
MAGS, BLUE 

□ FN FAL .308 $19.95 ea., $35.00/2 

20 RD. MAG. 

□ (2) FN FAL MAGS. W/USED POUCH $35.00 

□ BROWNING HI-POWER $11.00 ea, $19.95/2 
9MM 13 RD. MAGAZINE, STAINLESS STEEL 





□ MI91I/A! .45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 

Genuine G.l. carrying case 6 , /i"x 2Ya" con¬ 
tains eight parts most commonly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pm. extractor, 
magazine, firing pin spring, ejector, sear spring, 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. $24.95 

□ M16/ARI5 SURVIVAL EMERGENCY KIT 
This kit comes packaged same as above & in¬ 
cludes an extractor, extractor spring, extractor 
pm. ejector, ejector spring, ejector pin. ga^-^ c - 
rings (3 each), firing pin, firing pm ret pinvji 
disconnect, disconnect spring, trigger pin, G.l. 
carrying case. Buy now and save SI0.00. $48.95 


BINOCULARS 

□"mEINEP 1 -BrNOCULARS, 6X30G $125.00 $209.00 
Performs brilliantly, extremely compact for nature 
and sports. QuretaixJing stereo optic effect. 


Jtrc errprr 


-E Reg Price 
Military/Marine $147.00 $179.95 

Military/Marine $107.00 179.00 

Military/Marine $189.00 315.00 

Military/Marine $529.00 699.00 

□ 7x50 Commander with Compass $411.00 685.00 


□ M-l CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 

4 X SCOPE Rings IncL $55.95 

□ M-I CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 

3X9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Incl. $68.95 

□ ORIGINAL COLT AR15/MI6 3 X 20 

SCOPE. NEW Installs in Seconds $159.00 

□ ORIGINAL COLT ARI5/M16 4X20 

SCOPE, NEW $180.00 


GUN SCREWDRIVER KIT 

Made of chrome nickel 
molybdenum alloy 
steel. 2 phillips bits, 
handle, ratchet and alien 
hex 12 interchangeable 
bits w/parallel sides, 
adapter $19.95 


STEINER 4x24 NATO RIFLE SCOPE 

□ Nato Post Mount, complete with carrying case 

and lens covers w $399.95 $499.00 

□ HK Rail Mount for NATO Scopes $149.95 226.00 

□ M-16 Post Mount 37.95 

□ Steiner Scope and HK Mount $549.90 

□ Steiner Scope and M-16 Mount $437.90 


SCOPES & MOUNTS 


□ AIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT MKIII 
Includes 2 polarizing filters and variable in¬ 
tensity aiming point. No magnification, paral- 
lex-free. Just point & pull. $159.00 



Sherwood’s 

own 

waterproof, 
black nylon 
mini duffle 


10-1/4" x 5-3/4* 


Yours FREE 
with any 
order | 
over $75. | 


PACKS & WEB GEAR 

□ TANKERS TOOL BAG. U.S. ARMY ISSUE $19.95 
Heavy duck canvas, O.D green tool bag 20"x6"x10" 

□ COMPLETE ALICE PACK & FRAME $ 109.95 

□ U.S. ARMY LC-1 (ALICE PACK) $69.95 
Brand new G.L back pack ^ 
designed to cany loads up 
to 50 lbs. Complete with 
shoulder straps, quick release 
buckles & attachment loops 
for carrying extra equipment. 

Water repellent, rip stop nylon, 

O.D. qreen. 8465-019-910219"x20"x11"' ’ 

□ MECHANICS TOOL BAG 5140-329-4306 $19.95 
O.D. canvas, masonite bottom, web handle. 

8 small inside pockets. 23 large outside divided 
pockets, brass zipper, dimen, 11"L x 6"W x 7"H. 

□ LC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM FSN 8465-073-8326 

PACK FRAMES 1985 issue, complete with 
padded shoulder straps & quick release 
attachments Great for cargo transport $59.95 

□ LC-! NYLON COMBAT HARNESS NOW $26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE S4.45 NeW 

Outfit consists of OD green suspenders, 
pistol belt, canteen cover and plastic canteen 
All original G.l. issue FSN 8465-LC1-COMP 

□ LC-2 NYLON PISOL WITH LATEST "SILENT" 

QUICK RELEASE BUCKLE $11.95 

CATALOG 

Everything is here, hard to 
find parts, accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar 
(Refundable on first order) 
to cover our postage & 
handling. Catalog is free 
with order. 

ORDERING 




Minimum order is $10. All major credit cards, checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please write credit card in¬ 
formation down with signature and exp. date along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges Calif, residents 
add 6!£% sales tax. If you're not sure about sizes send 
your measurements. Thank you! 


SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 


AMOUNT 

SEND 

AMOUNT 

SEND 

Up to $15.00.... 

..$2.50 

$76.00 to $99.00... 

6.00 

$15.00 to $30.00. 

. 3.00 

$100.00 to $150.00. 

.. 7.50 

$31.00 to $49.00. 

S50.00 to S75 00. 

. 4.00 

. . 5.00 

$151.00 to $200.00. 

.. 8.50 


SHERWOOD 


International Export Corporation 

800-4235237 


Calif, residents or for info, call 818-349-7600 

r Mail to: SHERWOOmN™NATIONAL H 


Mail to: SHERWOOD I 

18714 PARTHENIA ST, DEPT. SF12 
NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA 91324 
Sorry No C.O.D.s: Send □ Check □ Money Order 

□ American Express □ Diners Club 

□ MasterCard □ Visa □ Carte Blanche 


Card No.. 
Name- 


-Exp Dare _ 


Address— 


I City-- 

^^ignature- 


-State- 


-Zip— 



















SOF MOVIES 



Best supporting actress Ingrid Pitt plays dead East German agent. 

WILD GEESE II 

Surgical Strike on Spandau 

by SOF Staff 


SOFer Jimmy Monaghan (grimacing) enjoys work with Scott Glenn (in plastic bag). 
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fl ambo, Terminator and Commando : That was 1985, the year of the escapist 
paramilitary movie. Easy as it would be to despair of ever seeing another plausible 
plot or real gun, you should wait a bit before you write off the year. There’s one film 
a technically minded vet can see without getting the giggles: Wild Geese II. Moody, 
tight and technically correct, Euan Lloyd’s latest will please the viewer who’s looking 
for a little more realism in his entertainment. SOF’s Jimmy Monaghan was on site 

to advise on technical accuracy (see 
“Holding the Line in Hollywood,” 
SOF, June ’85). 
Don’t look for Richard Bur¬ 
ton, Roger Moore or Richard 
Harris. This is an entirely new 
operation, with new personnel 
and new materiel Mission 
objective: Free Rudolf Hess. 

Unfortunately, many SOF 
readers are too young to re¬ 
member the stenographer for 
Mein Kampf and former depu¬ 
ty Fuhrer or his desperate 
1941 flight to Scotland in a 
stolen plane. Though it is sug¬ 
gested that Hess could still 
“topple governments” many 
who neither studied nor lived 
through World War II will fail to 
appreciate the significance of 
these dark hints. 
That’s not Lloyd’s fault. 
Euan Uoyd has a justi¬ 
fied reputation as a 
^ careful filmmaker whose 
credits include the first 
Wild Geese, Sea 
Wolves, and Shal- 
ako and he bends 
every effort to 
make movies 
clear, realistic and 
action-packed. 
Sadly, when the 
time came to 
package the film 
for American dis¬ 
tribution, a lot of 
explanation and 
connective mate¬ 
rial fell on the cut¬ 
ting-room floor. 


Barbara Carrera gets a couple of earfuls 
as she phones terrorist demands. 


Scott Glenn gets the jump on the 
competition when they think he’s a 
British military policeman. 


So, if you don’t know the Rudolf 
Hess story, look it up before you hit 
your local theater. 
Motivation and background may 
be obscure, but Wild Geese II is ex¬ 
tremely realistic: No magical martial 
arts, no James Bond gimmicks, no 
wild coincidences, no superman 
stunts. Battles of Intel brains and 
carefully planned violence move the 
cast from action to action and scene 
to scene. 

Guns feature prominently in most 
of the scenes of Wiki Geese II and 
for once they’re the right guns. In 
fact, from HK P7s to AKs to UZIs, 
everything’s perfect. And the 
weapons have no magical powers. 


Character actor Edward Fox gets high 
marks as a British sniper. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 27 












Well-placed hits kill people, that’s all. Nobody gets blown 
apart or rolled down the street by pistol bullets. Tech¬ 
nically, Wild Geese If is strictly professional 
A well-drilled cast made the most of the equip¬ 
ment they were given. Stunts went off without a 
hitch and without cinematic trickery. 
Weapons were reloaded at appropriate times 
and no pistol shots downed bad guys at 300 

meters. 

Former Force Recon Marine Scott 
Glenn — playing John Haddad, a 
Lebanese-American mercenary — 
L led a smoothly coordinated 
* cast through the paramilitary 

intricacies of the Hess res¬ 
cue plot. The gamut of pro¬ 
fessional soldiers was repre- 


i»i 

► 




sented unsentimentally from a sloppy, vicious, drug-faking IRA terrorist to 
the coolly STRAC British colonel ptayed by Edward Fox. 

Surprising performances are offered by the supporting cast, and Jimmy 
Monaghan and Ingrid Pitt deserve special mention. Monaghan is well-known 
around SOF offices for his long service and good connections, but we never 
figured him for an actor. Jimmy is relaxed, natural and completely believable 
as he threatens, shoots, chases and fights his way through the film. It must 
have been hard to act like it’s normal to suffocate a handcuffed man in a 
plastic bag, but Monaghan looked like he was sacking groceries. We were 

proud of him. 

Top honors for a minor part go to this month's cover girl, Ingrid Pitt. She is 
known to devotees of 1960s Hammer horror films for her work in epics like 
Vampire Lovers. Twenty years later she’s become more than biologically 
gifted scenery. From her natural, low-key entry into the film as an East Ger¬ 
man agent masquerading as a prostitute, Pitf s energy and focus animate the 
screen with her every appearance: She looks just plain mean. 

Even Laurence Olivier — Lord Larry to the Stratford set — puts in an 
appearance. He dusts off his King Lear senility act for the last few minutes of 

the movie during his cameo as Rudolf Hess. 
Locations are the real stars of this movie. London, Vienna and Berlin can’t 
be mistaken for studio backlots. Spandau Prison’s menace loads Wild Geese 

II with atmosphere. 

If you’re looking for pyrotechnics and gore, fantasy and fakery, try any of 

the season’s mercenary offerings. ____ 

But if you want a realistic story, ^ 
impressively filmed on location, I 

with careful attention to technical I 

m accuracy, watch for I * 

Wild Geese II. I IP j 


Scott Glenn’s Force Recon background 
helped him with his mercenary role and 
his weapons handling. 


Col. Allan Faulkner — played by Edward 
Fox — added class and humor to the 
proceedings. 


Unrecognizable English lord, Olivier 
plays disoriented, recently liberated 














SOF AFGHANISTAN 


FREEDOM 

FIGHTERS’ 


MEDCAP 


Journal of an American EMT 

Text & Photos by Ron Jeffries 



H UMID heat hit me like a wet hand, but 
that wasn’t an unusual welcome for a 
summer visitor to Peshawar, Pakistan. It 
was 1700 hours on 1 June 1985 and after the 
48-hour flight from Texas I was exhausted. 
That was a bad way to start three hot, dirty 
months observing and reporting on medical 
and logistic problems at Afghan refugee 
camps in Pakistan. And in my spare time I 
had to start an ambulance program. 

But “hurry up and wait” is still more the 
rule in the Third World than it is at home, 
and I had three fly-blown days’ downtime 

This mujahid goes to school in the U.S. 
during the summer and fights the Soviet 
invaders in Afghanistan the rest of the year. 



EMT IN AFGHANISTAN 

Ronald F. Jeffries was With the 82nd 
Airborne in the ’50s, a fireman in the 
’60s, sold oil field equipment in the ’70s 
and presently is an emergency medical 
technician in Wichita Falls. His concern 
for the Afghan refugees took him to the 
war-tom country for three weeks as a 
volunteer medical adviser to Afghan 
physicians. 
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before the action started. As a guest at a 
traditional Afghan dinner, I was an 
accidental participant in a conversation 
about the war raging just beyond the border. 
There’s lots of war talk in Peshawar. But 
tonight there was more than talk: Moham¬ 
med Gailani, the guest of honor, told us 
about a future operation inside Afghanistan. 
Half in jest I asked if I could tag along. 
Unbelievably, Mohammed said that he 
would think about it. 

At 1800 on 5 June, word came that I was 
to be at Mohammed’s house at 0600 the next 
morning if I wanted to go inside Afghani¬ 
stan. That night I got ready by writing a 
letter to my folks to be mailed if I did not 
return. My other thoughts were, “What is a 
45-year-old doing such a crazy thing for?” 
The answer was easy: “Why not?” 

The next morning I met a pretty, blue¬ 
eyed, blonde young lady who was going 
with us. She was Lea Jarosky, a free-lance 
journalist from Pelham, New Hampshire 
who worked with the National Islamic Front 
of Afghanistan in Washington, D.C. Lea 
and I were loaded into a Toyota ambulance 
for the trip past the Pakistan Army check¬ 
points. All of us were dressed in Afghan 
clothing so at the check points we would 
cover our faces with a scarf and pretend to 
be asleep. We had no trouble. 

At 1600 hours we arrived at a small town 
almost on the border where the next 24 
hours would be spent. Here I met Mike, an 
independent movie producer and his two 
sound men, Ron and Howard. Mike and 
Ron had spent three months in Afghanistan 
last year and I had seen some of their work. 

Our meal that night was boiled goat, rice 
and noone. Goat is prepared by boiling it in 
hot oil (not deep fried). Rice is boiled in 
water, then mixed with cooking oil, or but¬ 
ter if available. Noone is Afghan bread that 
looks like a big thick tortilla and doubles as 
a plate. Everything is eaten with the right 
hand since knives, forks or spoons are near¬ 
ly unknown. 

That night, about 300 mujahideen moved 
in around our group of 100. By 0700 all 300 
had moved on to Afghanistan. While our 
group waited to move out, I asked a young 
muj who went by the name of Hawk where 
he lived. 

“Maryland,” he stated. “I spend the 
winter in the United States going to college 
and the summers fighting for my country.” 
The serious Hawk introduced me to his un¬ 
cle, Captain Zalam Wordak. Captain Wor- 
dak was a regular army man instructing at 
the Afghan War College before the Russian 
invasion. Like other Afghan soldiers, Wor¬ 
dak kept his old army rank in the mujahi¬ 
deen forces. 

At 1700 we left for Afghanistan in three 
Toyota Land Cruisers and 10 overloaded 
Toyota pickups. One more checkpoint and 
we were inside that embattled country. Five 
miles inside, we came to a deep canyon cut 
by a clear stream. Camels, horses and don¬ 
keys milled around as men tried to pack 
loads on their backs. We had reached the 
staging area. 


Captured AKRs are a favored but rare 
weapon with the mujahideen. 


It took about three hours to load the live¬ 
stock. Each beast of burden was piled high 
with two multibarrel rocket launchers, two 
12.7mm DShK heavy machine guns, one 
14.5mm AA gun or 11 SA-7s and five 
launchers. The rest of the 50 or so animals 
were loaded with ammo and supplies. 
(Horses and donkeys had to carry their own 
feed but camels eat off the land.) All the muj 
were in high spirits while the officers were 
running around shouting orders and looking 
worried. 

After a dozen cups of tea, half-filled with 
coarse sugar, and a handful of candy, we 
started walking. It was 2130. In the dark it 
sounded like everyone was talking at once. 
All the muj had a bounce to their steps. All 
over the mountains you could see small 
campfires burning. Every muj had a small 
flashlight that glowed green from the side. 
We must have looked like lightning bugs on 
parade to any observers at trailside. 

The trail was very steep, narrow and 
rocky. Within a short time I took my associ¬ 


ate’s pack; Jim’s smoking had caught up 
with him. Finally I had to leave him with a 
muj and go on with the main group. 

Day Two 

At 0200 we stopped on top of a mountain 
to eat and sleep. Not for long, though. We 
were up at 0500, and after some tea we 
walked for about an hour to a cave area 
where we rested until 1200. Passing jets and 
exploding bombs provided the background 
music for our rest period. 

At noon we had rice, noone and goat and 
were back on the trail at 1400. The news 
crew was shooting film the whole time and 
Mike was surprised to see how much like an 
Afghan I looked. He said that if it weren’t 
for the sunglasses you’d never know the 
difference. Needless to say, I took off the 
shades for the rest of the trip. 

As we descended from the high country, 
the trail ended in a dry stream bed peppered 
with fresh bomb and rocket craters. Every 
so often we would see the carcasses of what 
used to be horses and camels. One camel 
must have taken a direct hit — his remains 
were strewn over a 50-foot circle. 

At 1930 hours we stopped at the edge of 
the desert valley to regroup and wait for 
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FIELD EXPEDIENT 
HOSPITAL 

Nobody believes the Afghan rebels 
have adequate medical facilities. I cer¬ 
tainly didn’t. But I was not prepared for 
the conditions I encountered when I vis¬ 
ited a clinic run by the National Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan. 

On 10 June 1985 I visited a “B” 
clinic. Nothing fancy just a little 
room tucked away at the rear of a mud 
building tacked to a hillside. Light for 
the clinic came through three 18-inch 
square holes in the wall, one Colemen 
lantern and headlamps for operating 
doctors. 

Now, one of the things you expect to 
find in a hospital is medicine. Imagine 
my surprise when all I saw was one 
half-full bottle of antibiotics and half a 
bottle of pain killer. There were about 20 
bags of blood expander on a shelf on the 
far wall. 

The examination table was six feet 
long, three feet wide, 40 inches high and 
covered with a dirty blanket. It should 
have been in a well-lit part of the build¬ 
ing, but instead it had been shunted over 
to the darkest comer of the clinic. 

The Afghan doctor at the clinic has his 
work cut out for him — he sees about 
1,000 people per month. The doctor did 
not know exactly what a “B” clinic 
was, but he did say that an “A” clinic 
had X-ray facilities and electricity. How 
many “A” clinics were there as opposed 
to “B” clinics? The doctor knew of no 
“A” clinics that were operating and this 
was the only “B” clinic he knew. 

On 11 June 1985,1 got to see the clinic 


This primitive clinic operated by the 
National Islamic Front of Afghanistan 
treats over 1,000 people a month — both 
military and civilian. 

in action, mortar round had hit the 
edge of a young officer’s foxhole, send¬ 
ing a fragment into his head. The officer 
had been on the road for more than an 
hour before arriving at the clinic. He had 
lost a lot of blood and was in deep shock. 
A slimy white hemisphere of his brain 
protruded from the side of his head. It 
looked like a baseball. Within 10 min¬ 
utes an IV was started and Dr. Hulab, a 
visiting doctor, wrapped the patienfs 
head while one of the men kept a spoon 
in the patient’s mouth to maintain an 
airway. He was given a shot of ligno- 
caine (outdated) and panidure (also out¬ 
dated) was added to the IV The FV was 
set on slow drip and took two hours to 
drain. After the IV was finished, the 
patient was loaded onto a truck for a 
15-mile ride, then to be placed on a 
camel for the trip to Pakistan. From the 
time the patient left this clinic, he would 
have no medical care until he reached 
Pakistan: about 24 hours 1 camel ride. 

His friends told me later that he’d died in 
a couple of hours. They thought that was a 
good thing, since he would be with his 
wife. The Russians had killed her last year. 

On the following morning, an 18- 
month-old baby was brought to the clinic 
with an ear infection. The father was told 
by the doctor “there is no medicine for 
babies.” Things have gotten so bad that 
only fighting men get medical treatment. 
Unfortunately, they are not the only ones 
who suffer during this war. 


darkness to fall. The valley trail was the 
same as the mountain trail: rocky. It would 
be easy to twist an ankle. We could hear 
artillery but could not see any hits. Off to the 
right winked the lights of Khost. 

Danger was very near. No lights were 
used on the desert crossing and very little 
talk. At 2300 we stopped at some tea 
houses. I could not believe it: We were in 
sight of Khost and yet we were sitting 
around Coleman lanterns eating. We could 
still hear the artillery. 

Day Three 

At 0200, after two hours’ sleep, we 
headed back into the mountains. In Afghan¬ 
istan, you walk uphill 90 percent of the 
time. I don’t know how that hapj>ens, but 
there never seems to be any downhill. The 
walking was hard — everyone’s breath 
came in forced gasps. I put my pack on 
Lea’s horse, but it was still all I could do to 
make it to the top of the mountain. A heart 
attack might have been a preferable end. 
The muj are tough and they don’t know the 
meaning of the word quit. Some were car¬ 
rying half their weight in equipment and still 
they made a better showing than I did. 

At 0700 hours. Dr. Gran put me on his 
horse for one of those rare downhill stretch¬ 
es. At 0800 we stopped at a small, crater- 
pocked village of 25-30 people. We rested, 
but I hurt so much that I could not sleep. 
Instead, I doctored the blisters on my right 
foot. Just before we left the village, a muj 
came around with some goat shish kebabs. 
You have no idea how much better that sits 
on a Western stomach than does boiled 
goat. 

Some of the muj and pack animals took 
off at noon, but the bulk of us left the village 
at 1900. We had been gone about five min¬ 
utes when one shell went off behind us. A 
runner reported that the shell hit the river, 
killing a woman who was doing her 
washing. The Russians knew about us for 
sure. 

I only made it halfway up. The muj saw 
that I wasn’t going to make it so they hoisted 
me onto the back of a horse. I was ashamed 
of myself but jet-lag, lack of sleep and age 
had finally caught up with me. It was getting 
dark when we got to the bottom of the 
mountain. To my surprise, there were four 
captured Soviet trucks and a Toyota pickup 
waiting for us. The truck I was in did not 
have any lights so a muj stood on the front 
bumper with a flashlight, yelling back in¬ 
structions to the driver. All the others ran 
with their lights on. At night the mujahideen 
control Afghanistan. 

We arrived at a village at 2000 with about 
150 mujahideen saluting our group by firing 
their weapons over our heads. Some of our 
group started saluting back and it sounded 
like a firefight. The mujahideen are partial 
to tracer. When they salute each other, they 
don’t shoot straight up, they shoot over each 
other’s heads. No, Afghanistan is not for the 
faint-hearted. 

After a quick meal, it was back in the 
trucks and on to a small town where we 
bedded down on a roof. Dr. Holub brought 
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WAGING WAR IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

During the early days of the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, modern 
weapons were in terribly short supply. 
Mujahid resourcefulness and Russian 
carelessness soon remedied the situa¬ 
tion. No longer are the newspapers filled 
with photos of rebels brandishing 
ancient Enfields or; worse, homemade 
flintlocks. Now the mujahideen can be 
counted on to show up for battle armed 
with the latest in Soviet weaponry: from 
AKMs and RPG~7s to DShKs and SA- 
7s . We saw plenty of these weapons on 
our trip — enough to convince me that if 
the Afghans lose this Avar, it won’t be for 
lack of arms. 

A quarter of the the group I was with 
had pistols as companions for their 
rifles. Most were Soviet issue with a few 
American and European .380s, .32s and 
one new Colt .45 thrown in. One of the 
Soviet pistols had a threaded barrel for 
use with a silencer. All of the pistols 
were semiauto and most had one extra 
magazine. Pistol ammo load was 15 to 
60 rounds per each man. Unfortunately, 
the pistols were not kept very clean and 
some of the ammunition appeared to be 
corroded. 

About 30 percent of the men in our 
group were armed with some type of 
bolt-action rifle — usually the venerable 
British SMLE .303 or copies of that 
warhorse. Some of the rifles were pre- 
WWII and pretty beat-up, but others 
were in excellent condition. Only one 
so-called Jungle Carbine was observed. 
Average rifle-ammo load per man was 
60 rounds. Some of the ammunition was 
new Pakistani-made while the rest was 
English WWII issue. 

Six of the older mujahideen seemed 
determined to remain in the past. They 
still clung to their decrepit Pattern 1914 
Enfields. Some had made a small con¬ 
cession to modernization — they had the 
sporterized versions. 

The remainder of the men were armed 
with automatic weapons, mostly AKs, 
although I did see one H&K G3 in the 
ranks. Some of the Soviet rifles were the 
older model AK-47 but most were the 
more modem AKM equipped with fold¬ 
ing stock. 

Weapon condition varied from man to 
man and there was no attempt to initiate a 
weapons maintenance program. Some of 
the rifles were veiy clean and some were 
very dirty; most of the weapons fell 
somewhere in between. All had dirty bolt 
faces and dirt under the extractor but all 
seemed to function. Average load was 
four magazines with 50 percent tracer. 

I observed only one AK-74. It was a 
very short weapon with a folding stock: 
the “Krinkov.” The barrel was only six 
inches long from the chamber to the 


Mujahideen sort through equipment at a 
staging area before heading out on a 
mission. 

flash hider. Load was four magazines 
with one mag filled with tracers. Serial 
#13183. 

Machine guns can often make the dif¬ 
ference between winning and losing a 
battle — a lesson not lost on the mujahi¬ 
deen. Many captured DShK 38 12.7mm 
heavy machine guns were sprinkled 
throughout the hilltop positions. I had an 
opportunity to view one that was in posi¬ 
tion near our camp — it was clean and 
ready to go. Strangely enough, though, 
there were only 50 rounds of ammuni¬ 
tion with the weapon. 

During my stay with the mujahideen I 
saw two well-worn Bren .303 light 
machine guns. They were well- 
maintained and each had one extra 
magazine—hardly enough to keep them 
active during a prolonged flrefight. 

Plenty of Soviet 7.62mm machine 
guns — probably RPDs — were to be 
found. All were clean and stocked with 
at least 300 rounds of ammunition and 
extra drums. 

Soviet SA-7 surface-to-air missiles 
have proven to be a boon to the Afghan 
rebels. I observed 11 SAMs and five 
launchers. Unfortunately, most were in 
bad condition — several had the sights 
missing. I observed only one extra bat¬ 
tery for each one. At 1900 on 22 June 
1985, I saw a Soviet Mi-24 Hind heli¬ 


copter hit by an SA-7. The helicopter 
poured smoke but acted like nothing had 
happened and continued the rocket 
attack, dropping heat flares as it went. 

Hand grenades didn’t seem to be a 
popular item with the mujahideen — I 
only saw six during my stay. All were of 
the pineapple type, probably the old 
Soviet F-l model. 

Although the Soviets have a cleat 
edge in weaponry and resources, they 
a re squandering that edge on faulty tac¬ 
tics. The Soviets have no desire to ex¬ 
pend anything more costly than bombs 
and shells. And if that means keeping the 
MiGs and Hinds way up in the air out of 
harm’s way, then so be it. Unfortunately 
for Moscow, those tactics don’t get re¬ 
sults. The mujahideen have little to fear 
— the Soviets fly so high that a direct hit 
is only a remote possibility. Artillery 
and mortar fire is equally erratic and 
inaccurate. Only tanks get close to mu¬ 
jahideen positions, but they roamed the 
country night and day with little effect. 

The mujahideen use the tactics of 
opportunity. They use what few re¬ 
sources are available and concentrate 
them on what they consider important 
targets. There are problems, though. Op¬ 
erations are discussed for hours-—some¬ 
times days — before a firm decision is 
made. By that time, Soviet informers 
may have gotten wind of the plan and 
alerted the Russians. For all the guns and 
bombs, betrayal is still the most powerful 
weapon in the war for Afghanistan. 
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me a blanket — I thought I was in heaven. It inch sides, 3 /i6-inch bottom and around the have all my strength back. It rained today so 

doesn’t take long to begin to appreciate the wheel wells — it was just heavy sheet met- the night was wet for those of us sleeping on 

little things in life. al. This unit had a few AK-47 rounds the ground. 

Day Four through the side. The gasoline engines were Day Nine 

0600. I had slept six hours and it felt flat-heads of about 300 cubic inches. The We got up at 0430 hours. The morning 

great. At tea I was told that we would be mujahideen are replacing the engines in was cold, but the hot tea perked me up. 

here for two or three days so I thought it was captured trucks with used 6-354U Diesel Drivers worked on starting their trucks. It 

time to scout around. The roof that we slept Perkens engines. This makes the Russian was getting close to the battle and the muj 

on turned out to be the Zalron Health Cen- trucks dependable transportation. were becoming more subdued. Today, we 

ter. There was a bomb crater just back of the Day Seven would be within artillery range of Khost. 

Clinic with a small cave next to it. My plan After a cold night we were up and in the We drove for two hours up the dry river 

was to take pictures from the crater if we truck moving to a new position. We had bed. It was very slow going — about five 

were bombed and if things got too hot, I been in the town too long and the Russians miles an hour: Men who walked arrived at 

could duck into the cave. Boy! Was I had spies everywhere. The truck bed was 13 the same time as the trucks. We walked 2Vi 

wrong. The crater setup turned out to be the feet long and eight feet wide and I counted hours up the mountain. After 15 minutes’ 

local latrine. 47 men with equipment. I had an RPG in my rest, I rode to a town in a captured Russian 

I took a tour of the Health Center in the face and an AK-47 in my ribs. We were jeep. That evening the muj were having a 

afternoon. The clinic is a large room in the lucky — the other two trucks were really little target practice and asked if I would like 

back part of a 200-by-40-foot two-story crowded. to shoot. I hit the target rock at 300 yards 

building built on the side of a hill. The first We drove on a blacktop road for an hour, with my first shot from a WWII .303. This 

floor in the front of the building has a dirt always looking at the sky. We felt much made the muj happy; maybe I wasn’t just 

floor and the pack horses are kept there. The better when we started driving up a dry dead weight after all. 

waiting room has wooden benches and a dirt stream bed. After 45 minutes, two MiG-23s The Russian jeep was not running and I 

floor, but the working area has a concrete came over a hill streaking straight for us. was asked to look at it. The carburetor was 

floor. Lighting is provided by one Coleman- They were flying low and fast. They must all gummed up. We had nothing to blow out 

type lantern and three 18-inch square holes have been flying too fast to see us because the jets so that was the end of the jeep for 

cut into the wall. The doctors wear miner- they never came back. It was a real heart- this trip. There was an APC sitting under the 

type headlamps. stopper that gave everyone something to trees that only needed a battery to put it in 

Medicines are a real problem — meaning talk about for a few hours. service. The mujahideen have no use for it. 

they’re almost non-existent. What few anti- We arrived at our new camp after about Lea was very sick tonight. She has been 

biotics and pain killers they have are out- three hours of driving. The area was a re- in bad shape the last eight days, 

dated. The doctor sees about 1,000 people a freshing change after the gray rock and Day 10 

month, including war casualties, and I was dried grass of the mountains. Here, every- One of the doctors is taking Lea back out 

impressed with his enthusiasm and dedica- thing was green. Large shade trees flanked a this morning to Pakistan. She needed to be 

tion. His attitude and professionalism made cool stream and pine trees covered the in a hospital. (It turned out that Lea had 

up for the technological backwardness of mountains around us. hepatitis and is still ill at this writing.) I was 

the situation. We sat down to a meal of shish kebab asked if I wanted to go back with them. 

Day Five cooked on AK-47 cleaning rods. Goat is No way. 

At 0600 hours, after eight hours’ sleep, I great cooked this At 1530 hours. Lea and the doctor 

felt like a new person. It’s amazing what a way. About noon I showed back up with the news that there is a 



little rest can do. Some of the muj were 
taking two of the SAMs up the mountain to 
give us additional anti-aircraft protection so 
I followed them up as far as the 12.7mm 
HMG position and took some pictures. 
Afghanistan is a rugged country. Since the 
country is so rough, the MiGs have to really 
get down on the deck to hit anything. HMGs 
keep the MiGs high enough that accuracy 
beomes a real problem for them. In fact, 
none of the muj seem to be bothered by the 
MiGs except when they are in a truck. When 
a MiG flies over, a lot of the mujahideen run 
out of the trees into the open to watch the 
planes roar by. 

The day passed slowly so 1 took advan¬ 
tage of the lull to rest some more. 

Day Six 

I spent the early part of the morning 
snooping around. Stumbling onto some 
wrecked Soviet APCs that had been stripped 
for parts, I noticed their poor workmanship. 
One thing became clear — the Soviet vehi¬ 
cles are 1940s technology. The sides are 
built of 3 /s-inch plate while the bottom is 
only V\ 6-inch plate. The sides had some 
AK-47 slugs buried in them and one 
12.7mm hole where the slug went in one 
side and out the other. A 7.62mm NATO 
ball round should penetrate the side if the 
range is under 100 yards. 

The amphibious personnel carrier had !4- 


heard a pounding 
drum — the signal 

that heralded the JS 

arrival of a group of JJ 

about 150 mujahi- 
deen coming to our 
camp. After the regular sa- J 

lute of shooting over each other’s 
heads, the drummer got a traditional 
Afghan dance started. Only men dance. 
They formed a single file around the drum¬ 
mer, moving in precise steps and clapping 
their hands. 

Any time of the daylight hours, bombs 
can be heard and large four-engine cargo 
planes fly in from Russia. The war goes on 
all the time. 

Day Eight 

There are more mujahideen coming in all 
the time. Some will not come in until the 
battle for Khost starts because it is wheat 
harvest time. 

Some clear honey was brought in with 
fresh noone and I was given an onion. With 
the good food and sleep the last few nights, 1 


lot of bombing going on in the town that we 
stayed in for three days. It was not safe 
for them to go through the valley. 
At 1630 hours we start walking 
down near Khost. By 1900 
^ hours we could see Khost 

from our camp. The 
muj had no fires and 
h I was told not to 




walk outside the camp. The guards were 
ready for infiltrators trying to get in. 

Day 11 

I was real sick today. I can’t eat or drink 
anything, it goes right through. None of my 
pills will work. Ron gave me one of his pills 
out of his private stock. Everyone was con¬ 
cerned that we would be bombed and at¬ 
tacked by helibome troops. 

Day 12 

I felt a little better after Ron gave me 
another pill. 

There is more air activity than usual. 
Everyone is jumpy because we are in an 
exposed position. The attack has been 
called off for a few days. Mike and Ron 
went up on the hill to film the airbase at 
Khost. Two Mi-24 Hind helicopters flew 
over at noon but I was too sick to take a 
picture. 

At 1700 a truck pulled up and we loaded 
our 14.5mm A A guns on it, plus supplies — 
then 40 of us piled on. The truck was so 

Captured 12.7mm machine guns provide 
most of the protection against marauding 
Soviet aircraft. 


Nobody rotates home in the mujahideen — 
they’re there for the duration. This 
18-year-old rebel (left) has been fighting the 
Soviets for three years. 

overloaded that it overheated within a half 
mile. We got to our new camp high in the 
mountains at 2300 hours. I felt much better. 

Day 13 

After a good night’s sleep, I felt better 
still. Mike gave me five more pills and it 
looks as if I will live. We were bivouacked 
in a small village. I was told that some of the 
people are moving back to Afghanistan to 
get away from the heat of Pakistan. But they 
can only move to the high mountains like 
the place we were in now. 

This is the last day of Ramadan, which is 
a sunup to sundown fasting time for Mos¬ 
lems. There will be a feast tomorrow. 

Day 14 

I spent the day talking to the muj and 
observing all the meetings going on. 
Mohammed Gailani and General Wordak 
were meeting with five tribal chiefs. The 
Afghans are so independent that it is hard to 
get the attack coordinated. It was 1900 and 
we got back on the truck for a trip down the 
river bed for an hour and a half. On the trip 
downstream we stopped six or seven times 
because the truck overheated. One of the 
stops occured in front of a store where 
one of the officers bought cigarettes 
and trail mix and handed some out 
to everyone. I got a bag of trail 
mix consisting of raisins and 
nuts. 

At 2200 hours we 
started walking to the 
final camp where the 
attack would be 
starting from. 
Arriving at mid¬ 
night after a 
hard walk in 
rocky ter¬ 






rain, with no light, we could expect little 
sleep. It is hard to share a trail with 300 men 
and 100 horses in the darkness. It rained all 
night. 

Day 15 

This was a slow day. We found a place to 
wash up. I had not had a bath or a change of 
clothes in 16 days. 

MiGs were flying over all day, but our 
position was well camouflaged so they did 
not see us. I have not yet been able to catch a 
MiG with my camera. 

MiGs are flying all over and I can see 
helicopters flying and bombing in the des¬ 
ert. I climbed a hill to take pictures of the 
MiGs but I gave up at noon — no MiGs had 
flown over since early morning. 

Food was prepared in our camp but 
everyone had left to go to a meeting so I got 
to eat a whole chicken. I feel good and 
strong now, thanks to Mike and Ron’s pills 
and one Afghan chicken. 

I found out that I will be moving to the 
other side of the valley with Howard, the 
soundman, and Habib, a well-known cam¬ 
eraman from England. Habib had been the 
first to use night lenses in Afghanistan. At 
2000 we started out with two muj with an 
AK-47, a .303 and a camel. Howard rode on 
the camel with the camera gear because his 
shoes had given up. We would make a loop 
around Khost and meet with another group 
by 0500. Howard could sleep any place and 
anytime. Somehow he tied himself on the 
camel and went to sleep. I had already been 
up 15 hours when we started walking. Khost 
could be seen to our left and two or three 
miles in front of us we could see helicopters 
bombing. At midnight we stopped for tea. I 
drank a full pot with a lot of sugar'. 

After midnight we headed through some 
small villages, trying not to make any noise. 
We could be shot by anyone in the dark. We 
could hear Russian tanks running around be¬ 
low us, about a mile away, their lights on 
hoping to catch a glimpse of the mujahideen. 

We were walking as fast as the camel 
would go. One of the tanks got within two to 
three hundred yards of us. As it turned out, 
the lights went over our heads. Right then 
and there, I made up my mind that I would 
never again get in a position like this with¬ 
out a weapon. Habib did not seem to let the 
tanks bother him. I don’t think Howard even 
awakened. 

After leaving the tanks behind, we 
walked through a larger town. Not a light 
shone nor a dog barked. It was eerie. We 
had to take off our shoes to cross a stream 
just outside of town. The stream was about 
two feet deep and 20 yards wide. The rocks 
were slimy and sharp on the bottom of the 
stream. I put my shoes back on the wrong 
feet, but I was so tired that it took a little 
time to understand why my feet hurt. This 
gave Habib a good laugh, but I noticed that 
he checked his boots. 

We were still in the desert at 0430 when it 
started getting light. It was clear that our 
guides were lost. I sure didn’t want to be 

Continued on page 86 
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Khomeini Exports the Drug of Terrorism 

by David Segal 


The weapon of terrorism is most effective 
when cloaked in secrecy. The black hood 
not only creates a psychological impact, but 
protects the wearer’s identity from his 
target and rival terrorist factions as well. 
Photo: Mike Schiff 
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D ESPITE vows of “swift and sure re¬ 
taliation,” the United States has taken 
no action against various Iran-backed or¬ 
ganizations that have killed over 300 Amer¬ 
ican citizens. The reason for our failure to 
retaliate was given by our chief executive 
during the recent 14 July hijacking of TWA 
flight 847 to Beirut by terrorists who openly 
proclaimed their membership in Hezbollah 
and Islamic Jihad. 

“We don’t know who they are,” said our 
puzzled president, and, in the sense he 
meant that remark, it is probably true. His 
meaning became clear, even if his policy 
didn’t, when Secretary of State George 
Schultz politely requested Lebanon to extra¬ 
dite the two Hezbollah hijackers (who had 
tortured and murdered U.S. Navy diver 
Robert Stetham and kidnaped 39 other 
American citizens for 16 days) to the United 
States for trial. Military action against their 
organizations and sponsors was ruled out. 

Our response couldn’t have been more 
inappropriate if we had politely requested 
the Japanese Imperial government to extra¬ 
dite the responsible carrier pilots after the 
bombing of Pearl Harbor. In 1941, we 
clearly understood which organization was 
responsible for attacking Pearl Harbor and 
declared war on Japan. 

Our evidence linking Iran to acts of war 
against the United States is more compel¬ 
ling than our evidence against the Japanese 
government, if only because Iran’s acts of 


war are far more numerous. The only major 
difference is that Japan declared war on us, 
leaving us no alternative, while Iran has not 
officially done that. 

What follows here is a factual history of 
Iran-related terror so that however the Unit¬ 
ed States finally responds to it, there will be 
no excuse for claiming that “We don’t 
know who they are.” 

Iran and terrorism go way back to the 
founding of the Assassins by Sheikh Hassan 
Sabbah in the Elbruz mountains north of 
modem Tehran in the late 11th century. Led 
by Ismaili Shi’ite fanatics like Rashid al- 
Din Si nan, the dreaded Old Man of the 
Mountain, the Assassins terrorized the en¬ 
tire Middle East, Crusader and Saracen 
alike, for over 250 years from their moun¬ 
tain fortress of Alamut. They were finally 
exterminated by the Mongol Khan, Hulagu, 
who destroyed Alamut in 1256. Their tradi¬ 
tion of sacrificing their lives in order to kill 
the enemies of Islam, however, lives on. 

The involvement of Iran’s modem Shi’ite 
clergy in terrorism goes back to the late 19th 
century and the formation of Fedayeen 
Islam (Self-sacrificers of Islam) under the 
spiritual and political guidance of Iranian 

Supported both spiritually and logistically 
by Iran’s fundamentalist Ayatollah 
Khomeini, these Mideast terrorists make 
their peace with Allah before battle. Photo: 
Mike Schiff 


Moslem theologian Jamal-e-Din Al- 
Afghani, who was also instrumental in 
founding the Sunni-oriented Moslem 
Brotherhood, one of whose recent members 
is Yasser Arafat. Ties between Fedayeen 
Islam and the Moslem Brotherhood were 
close and remain so today, despite 
Fedayeen Islam’s Shi’ite orientation. 

Al-Afghani was a political refugee in 
London and, from the 1890s into the 1950s, 
Fedayeen Islam's most consistent feature 
was its opposition to Russian and promotion 
of British interests in the Persian Gulf. 

Their first major action was the 1896 
assassination of Iran’s pro-Russian ruler, 
Nasr-e-Din Shah, by Reza Kermani, a fol¬ 
lower of Al-Afghani. Assassination and in¬ 
timidation of anti-British and pro-Russian 
Iranians continued, and even intensified, 
after the communists replaced the czars as 
Russia’s rulers. It reached a peak in the late 
1940s and early 1950s when, under the 
leadership of Navab Safavi, Fedayeen Islam 
was viewed by many Iranians as a direct tool 
of British intelligence. 

In 1948, when the late Shah, Mohammed 
Reza Pahlavi, was on an anti-British tack, 
Fedayeen Islam member Ali Fakr-Arai tried 
to assassinate him at Tehran University’s 
commencement exercises. Fakr-Arai got in 
posing as a reporter for Parcbam Islam , the 
Fedayeen Islam newspaper. Two years la¬ 
ter, on 7 March 1950, the Shah’s pro-Soviet 
strongman. General Haj-Ali Razmara, was 
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assassinated in front of Tehran’s Shah 
Mosque (now the Imam Khomeini 
Mosque), by Fedayeen Islam member Kha¬ 
lil Tahmasabi. 

In a dramatic turnaround, Fedayeen 
Islam played a crucial role in restoring the 
Shah to his throne by helping in the over¬ 
throw of Mohammed Mossadegh, Iran’s 
virulently anti-British National Front prime 
minister, in 1953. An equally dramatic re¬ 
versal of policy came in July 1963, when 
Fedayeen Islam enthusiastically supported 
Khomeini’s first attempt to overthrow the 
Shah. In the course of that uprising, 
Fedayeen leader Navab Safavi was caught 
and executed, while his decimated organi¬ 
zation went underground to continue its 
support for Khomeini, now in exile in Na- 
jaf, Iraq. 

It was during the Najaf exile, from 1963- 
1978, that Khomeini developed his ties to 
the PLO, first through Fedayeen Islam’s 
Moslem Brotherhood connection and, later, 
with the help of Iraq’s Ba’athist govern¬ 
ment. During that period, many leading 
members of Khomeini’s entourage, includ¬ 
ing Abbas Zamani, the first head of 
Khomeini’s Revolutionary Guards, trained 
at PLO camps throughout the Middle East. 

After Khomeini seized power on 11 
February 1979, the first leader to fly to 
Tehran and offer his personal congratula¬ 
tions was Yasser Arafat. PLO ties remained 
very strong. According to a 1979 NATO 


report, 580 Iranians were trained in PLO 
camps in 1979. A further 170 Iranians 
attended PLO courses, under an agreement 
between Abbas Zamani and the head of the 
PLO office in Tehran, Hanni al-Hassen. 
Also in that year, four PLO terrorists were 
arrested in Paris after an abortive attempt to 
assassinate former Iranian Prime Minister 
Shahpour Bakhtiar, an opposition leader 
who had been condemned to death by 
Khomeini. 

Since those early days things have 
changed. Khomeini has broken with Arafat 
and now supports his mortal enemy, Syrian 
PLO puppet leader Abu Musa, in the PLO’s 
internal struggle. The early training by Ara¬ 
fat’s A1 Fatah organization, however, was 
an essential step in the building of Iran’s 
own terror network, replete with its own 
organizations such as Jihad Islami (Islamic 
Jihad), Amal Islami (Islamic Hope), Pas- 
daran Inqilab (Revolutionary Guards), 
Mostazafin (the Poor Masses, also called 
the Organization of the Oppressed) and 
Hezbollah (Party of God). 

The old Fedayeen Islam has not dis¬ 
appeared either. After the Revolution, its 

Their undisciplined appearance belies the 
effectiveness of the Mideast terrorist 
network responsible for the October 1983 
suicide attack on the U.S. Marines in Beirut 
and the hijacking of TWA flight 847 in June 
1985. Photo: Mike Schiff 


new leader was reportedly no less a figure 
than Iran’s first Revolutionary Prosecutor, 
Ayatollah Sadegh Khalkhali, Khomeini’s 
infamous “hanging judge.” Under his lead¬ 
ership, Fedayeen Islam merged with Hez¬ 
bollah, acting as its enforcement arm to 
bring dissident Moslems into line. Khalkha¬ 
li is now officially an ordinary member of 
Iran’s parliament, but his unofficial powers 
are still widespread. 

Khomeini’s triumph in Iran was greeted 
with considerable enthusiasm by Lebanon’s 
large Shi’ite community and Iranian organi¬ 
zations like Hezbollah and Mostazafin were 
exported to that country with money, sup¬ 
port and training controlled by Tehran. 
Additionally, in 1982, some 2,000 Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards were sent to Lebanon 
to train and support the pro-Khomeini 
Lebanese Shi’ites from the Syrian-controlled 
Ba’albek. They are still there today. 

Also based in Ba’albek is Amal Islami 
(Islamic Amal), a rival organization to 
Nabih Bern’s Shi’ite Amal militia. Led by 
Hussein Mousavi, Islamic Amal is under 
direct Iranian orders, as is the Beirut-based 
Hezbollah organization, led by Sheikh 
Muhammad Hussein Fadlullah. Both or¬ 
ganizations get considerable Syrian support 
but act on Iranian orders. Their members 
furnish the personnel for Islamic Jihad, a 
“flag of convenience” with no independent 
existence. Both Islamic Amal and Hezbol¬ 
lah receive “spiritual guidance” and sup- 
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port from Lebanon’s leading Shi’ite cleric, 
Sheikh Mehdi Shams-e-Din, a man with 
very close ties to Iran, 

It should be noted that there are two 
Lebanese Shi’ite organizations which do 
not follow Tehran’s orders. One is Nabih 
Bern’s Amal, which favors a secular state in 
Lebanon and opposes a Khomeini-style 
Islamic Republic. Amal is, however, close¬ 
ly controlled by Iran’s ally, Syria. Another 
is the Musa Sadr Brigade which has its own 
unique agenda — avenging the murder of 
the founding father of Lebanese Shi’ite 
activism, Sheikh Musa Sadr, at the hands of 
Libyan dictator MuammarQaddafi in 1978. 
Qaddafi is now a strong ally of Iran, and it is 
something of an irony that most Musa Sadr 
Brigade people seem to be connected with 
Hezbollah. 

Still, the belief that Lebanon’s Islamic 
Amal, Hezbollah, Mostazafin, and Islamic 
Jihad are not directly controlled by Iran is a 
polite fiction maintained by State Depart¬ 
ment legalists. In an earlier day, such legal¬ 
ists maintained that the Austrian National 
Socialist Party and Konrad Henlein’s 
Sudeten German Party were not directly 
controlled from Berlin. That kind of polite 
fiction, however, can no longer be main¬ 
tained in the face of overwhelming evidence 
to the contrary. 

Even Israel and Iraq, not normally known 
for agreeing on things, agree completely on 
this particular matter. Israelis and Iraqis 


both insist that Islamic Jihad is a cover name 
used by several groups of radical Lebanese 
Shi’ite extremists when carrying out opera¬ 
tions specifically ordered by Iran’s fun¬ 
damentalist regime. 

The Media Analysis Center in Jerusalem, 
a highly respected independent scholarly 
organization that researches facts, issues 
and personalities for a number of clients, 
including Israel’s Foreign Ministry, has 
been a gold mine of hard information con¬ 
cerning the Iran-Islamic Jihad connection. 
Any resemblance between the Center and 
Israeli Intelligence is, of course, strictly due 
to the reader’s imagination. 

According to Center spokesman Benni 
Calvari, “Jihad Islami is almost certainly 
just a cover name used by extremist 
Lebanese Shi’ite organizations acting under 
Iranian orders. We know for certain that 
several groups seem to be operating using 
the name of Islamic Jihad, but we doubt if 
there is any such independent organization. 
All of the people involved seem to belong to 
other extremist Shi'ite organizations.” 
Among the organizations mentioned were 
Islamic Amal and Hezbollah. 

An Iraqi diplomatic source gave a similar 

Soviet-made 40mm RPG-7V rocket launcher 
armed with PG-7 HEAT rocket supplies 
Islamic Jihad, Revolutionary Guards and 
Party of God terrorist groups with 
devastating firepower. Photo: Mike Schiff 


assessment. “We have known for a long 
time, and my government has been saying 
for a long time, that the so-called Islamic 
Jihad is a false name for those who execute 
the orders of Khomeini. Their orders come 
from Tehran and their headquarters are in 
Tehran. It is the same for the Hezbollah and 
the Al-Da’awa Party. They are all the same 
thing. They all are taking orders from 
Khomeini.” 

Asked how Iranian plans and orders reach 
the Lebanese groups, the Iraqi said, “It is 
no secret. The Khomeini followers like Fad- 
lullah and Mousavi are often going to 
Tehran for instructions. Also Sheikh 
Shams-e-Din makes frequent visits to 
Tehran and Qom,” Iran’s Shi’ite holy city. 

“They also often meet with Khomeini’s 
ambassador in Damascus [Syria], and also 
other Iranian officials there. In fact, only a 
short time before this second bombing of the 
American Embassy, [Iranian President Ali] 
Khamenei was in Damascus. He even visit¬ 
ed Khomeini’s followers in Ba’albek.” 

Like the Iraqis, the Israelis at the Center 
draw a link between the groups they believe 
comprise Islamic Jihad and Iran’s ambassa¬ 
dor to Syria. “It is believed that they are 
financed and directed from Iran by Iranian 
intelligence, with the Iranian ambassador in 
Damascus as one of the organizers of those 
actions,” Calvari said. 

Continued on page 99 
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A LPHA Troop, 3rd Squadron, 5th 
.Cavalry rolled out the main gate of the 
Quang Tri Combat Base at a snail’s pace. 
The men would have preferred revving past 
the sandbagged hootches of the clerks, 
mechanics and cooks, raising storms of dust 
with their Sheridan tanks and armored per¬ 
sonnel carriers. But this wasn’t the movies 
and such bravado had its penalties. Like the 
time a couple of troopers in Alpha cheerily 
raced their Sheridan about, flattening the 
dispatching hootch in the process. From 
then on, the base commander ordered 
guidons to walk the patrols to the gate. 

The morning of 31 August 1971 was turn¬ 
ing out to be another sizzling summer day as 
Alpha Troop rumbled slowly past the perim¬ 
eter wire. Only when they hit Highway One 
did they pick up the pace, don helmets and 
flak jackets, chamber the .50-cal and M60 
machine guns, and drop the barrels to face 
the flanking hedgerows. Everything past the 
wire at Quang Tri was Indian Country. 

Alpha Troop usually operated north 
along the DMZ, but units from the 101st 
Airborne Division had reported increased 
NVA activity to the south. Another troop 
from 3/5 Cav, dispatched fifteen days ear¬ 
lier to support the 101 st, had run into trouble 
and Alpha was going in to replace them. 

Sp4 Mike DeAngelis was riding on the 
Alpha maintenance track, manning the left 
sixty. He’d’been running a fever and lay 
uncomfortably on a minigun can filled with 
M60 ammunition, enduring the hot, noisy, 
dusty ride. When the column came to an 
abrupt stop, DeAngelis peeked up to see 
what was going on. It was an unsettling 
scene. 

Alpha’s sister troop faced them, an APC 
leaning in a mine crater with its tread blown 
off. A medic treated the driver’s bruised and 
cut face as the grunts waited, unshaven, 
gaunt, filthy, wearily mumbling about what 
a shitty area it was. 

Alpha got moving again and, in short 
order, their point track ran over a mine of 
their own. It was a small one that made a 
popping noise and did no damage, but they 
pulled off to both sides of the buffalo trail to 
get their bearings. DeAngelis hopped off his 
APC to tighten the strap but his track com¬ 
mander called him back to help refasten a 
tow bar that had come loose on the side of 
the APC. Moments later, someone noticed a 
trip wire where DeAngelis had been 
headed. It was attached to a rocket- 
propelled grenade staked down amid the tall 
elephant grass. 

Shaken, they moved on. Platoons peeled 
off to make separate patrols when the troop 
commander halted with Third Platoon, 
radioed the maintenance track commander 
and asked what platoon they wanted to 
accompany. DeAngelis clicked the inter¬ 
com on his radio helmet and laughed, 
“Hey, tell him we want to kill gooks and 
burn villages.” 

Second Platoon halts near wrecked bridge 
as point elements recon by fire into a 
hedgerow. 
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Waist-level elephant grass made going slow 
for the Second Platoon APC. 


The TC, a wiry mustached blond called 
Indian, repeated the joke. But the captain 
was not amused and told them to hitch up 
with Second Platoon. Second was in a bad 
way; they had too many FNGs — a lieuten¬ 
ant who’d never been in a serious firefight, 
and a brand-new platoon sergeant. Fortu¬ 
nately, the maintenance track was over¬ 
manned with six seasoned veterans. 

By dusk, the platoon pulled into what 
looked like a good night position amid the 
brush, only to discover that their sister troop 
had used the exact same spot. Their prede¬ 
cessors must have pulled a “search-and- 
avoid” because the spot was strewn with 
two weeks' worth of C-ration cartons and 
other GI junk. The NVA obviously had the 
place pinpointed, but it was too dark for us 
to move on. 

Second Platoon formed a tight perimeter. 
The maintenance and mortar tracks were in 
the center of the circle, the lieutenant’s track 
on line and the Sheridan facing the likeliest 
avenue of NVA attack with its 152mm main 
gun lowered to face the opposing treeline at 
waist level, flechette round in the breech. 
The troops dismounted and went about their 
routine, stringing trip flares and concertina 
wire, staking RPG screens, wiring in Clay¬ 
mores, digging foxholes between each vehi¬ 
cle, breaking out their C-rations and coolers 
of beer, then dividing up watch time and 
settling in for an uneasy night. 

DeAngelis racked out atop three cases of 
C-rats, pulled a poncho and two flak jackets 
over him and nodded off as an evening 
drizzle blew in. Suddenly, he was jolted 
awake by the incredible crack and whoosh 
of an RPG over his head and the jackham¬ 
mering of five or six AK-47s. The RPG 
flashed directly over the Sheridan and ex¬ 
ploded outside the perimeter. DeAngelis 
jumped to the ground and made a low-crawl 
scramble behind the wheels of his track as 
AK rounds sliced the air and ricocheted off 
the APC armor. There was a momentary 
pause as the AKs emptied and he lunged to 
the top of the APC to retrieve his M60. It 
was gone. 

DeAngelis caught sight of the track driver 
running toward the Sheridan, ’60 and ammo 
in hand, and he took off after him. They 
tumbled into the foxhole beside the tank. 

“Where are they, where are they,” 
DeAngelis screamed. The gunner pointed to 
the silhouetted treeline to their front. 
DeAngelis opened up with the ’60, firing 
madly, and seconds later the whole perime¬ 
ter cut loose. A hornet’s nest of tracers 
dissected the treeline in a deafening roar. 

A few minutes later, they realized there 
was no return fire. The platoon kept firing. 

Continued on page 106 

ABOVE RIGHT: Sp4 DeAngelis and his 
trusty M60. 

RIGHT: Sheridan tank being resupplied by 
a chopper. , 
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SOF BIOGRAPHY 


MAD MIKE’S 

OWN STORY: 
Part II 

From the High Seas to the Seychelles 

by Chris Hoare 



This is the second installment of a 
three-part series about the life and times 
of Colonel Mike Hoare, the most famous 
mercenary of the modem era. Chris 
Hoare , Mike's son, provides personal 
insights into his father's life otherwise 
unavailable to readers. 

Part one , which appeared in the 
November issue of SOF, detailed Mike 
Hoare's early years , from his birth in 
colonial India, where his father was a 
ship's captain , to growing up near the 
family home in Ireland, boarding school 
in England and his enlistment in the 
British Army at the outset of World War 
II. A liberty call in South Africa on his 
way to serve in India with a 
reconnaissance unit convinced Mike that 
the Dark Continent was the best place 
left on the planet for adventure. After a 
brief stint as a London certified public 
accountant following his discharge at the 
end of the war, Hoare, his bride and their 
firstborn child — Chris — moved to 
Durban , South Africa. 

Mike Hoare then began sailing around 
and motorcycling across Africa. He 
became a safari guide and thus learned 
his way around the continent's expansive, 
beautiful, often dangerous interior. When 
the Belgian Congo was suddenly granted 

ABOVE LEFT: Mike at the helm of the 
“Colin Archer” off Durban in 1969. Photo: 
Chris Hoare 

LEFT: Mike’s dream was to sail the Med 
with his family as crew, and on Sylvia that 
romantic vision came true. Photo: Chris 
Hoare 
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independence in I960 , one of its 
mineral-rich provinces — Katanga — 
declared itself an independent state. 
Katanga’s new leader , Moise Tshombe, 
immediately recruited a mercenary' army , 
including Hoare. Katanga later was 
brought back to the Congo's fold , 
Tshombe went into exile and Hoare 
returned to South Africa and his safari 
business . But when Tshombe returned as 
prime minister of the Congo, Hoare and 
other mercenaries returned to fight for the 
army they once opposed. 

Eventually all mercenaries were forced 
to leave the Congo . Hoare went home to 
South Africa once more and, and as the 
story is told in this second part , resumed 
his life of adventure. 

S AILING runs long and deep in the 
bloodline of the Hoare family. Back 
in South Africa, Mike was learning the 
finer points of blue-water sailing on 
“Colin Archer,” racing her offshore and 
to places like Lourenco Marques, now 
Maputo, in Mozambique. Once he sailed 
her to East London, 300 miles away and 
found himself, at the last minute, without 
a crew for the return journey. Attempting 
the voyage alone, Mike kept close 
inshore to beat the Agulhas Current, “a 
terrible mistake” he later admitted. With 
no self-steering and in a busy shipping 
lane he had to stay at the helm in the 
open cockpit day and night. He started 
hallucinating and at 0300 hours one 
morning hailed some fishermen on the 
rocks and asked them to stand by to take 
his line. He thought he was in Holland. 
“Suddenly I had a flash of reality and 


put the boat around and out of danger. 
Seven bloody days and nights after 
leaving East London I got in to Durban 
and tied up at a pier in the yacht basin. 
Two coons [Africans] helped me find my 
moorings and the last thing I remember is 
flattening a bottle of whiskey with them. 

I had grossly overrated my ability as a 
seaman.” 

In 1970 he visited Cambodia and Laos. 
The undeclared war was hot, and the 
communists were tightening their hold on 
these backward nations. Unfortunately, 
the adventurous colonel’s activities must 
remain secret. Hoare only recently 
confessed to this sojourn. And he 
remains professionally tight-lipped about 
the mission. 

Settling in Singapore he returned to the 
workaday world. He dusted off his 
papers from the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of London, and re-entered 
the world of pinstripes and ledgers. He 
was joined by Phyllis, Michael junior and 
the latest addition, Simon. 

Life became very settled for the 
Hoares, and the paychecks were regular. 
But, as he jokingly says, there are only 
so many ways you can cook prawns. 
When they had tried them all, the Med 
started to call. 

And Mike answered. He had always 
dreamed of owning a large sailing ship 
and “doing the Med” with his family as 
crew. Early in 1971 he bought Sylvia, a 
converted Baltic 100-ton trading yacht, 

71 feet, six inches long. Hoare made her 
seaworthy and the dream came true. She 
brought adventure, strange places, great 
people and the family’s chance to lead a 


Mike chats with South African actor, 
Winston Ntshona, on location in South 
Africa during the filming of The Wild Geese 
in 1978. 

simple life. 

Sylvia brought out the romantic in the 
captain. Mike’s grandfather had been a 
captain on a square-rigger, and his own 
father had regaled him with sea tales. 
Raised on such rich tales (like Yokohama 


SECOND GENERATION 
ADVENTURER 

Chris Hoare is Col. Mike Hoare’s 
eldest son. As a schoolboy he visited his 
father at Albertville, Congo, and partici¬ 
pated in basic training. He showed a 
non-conformist streak on leaving school 
(high school) in South Africa when he 
hitchhiked to Tanzania for a holiday. 

After doing a degree at university in 
Durban he spent about ten years over¬ 
seas where his priority was simply to 
have a good rime. He worked as a 
teacher and vice-principal at a language 
school, as a handyman, as a ski- and 
yachting-bum, and in construction. He 
spent time traveling, perfecting French 
and Italian, studying cabinetmaking and 
community living, and did a pilgrimage 
to India before returning to South Africa 
and working as a sub-editor for a major 
newspaper. 

Chris, 36, is now a free-lance writer/ 
photographer and PR man in Durban. 
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ABOVE: Immediately after his release from 
prison, Mike meets the press. Photo: Peter 
Duffy 

LEFT: Mike is reunited with his wife, 
Phyllis, and the rest of his family after three 
long years in a South African prison. Photo: 
Peter Duffy 

around the Horn to San Francisco in 141 
days) and so nearly in possession of his 
childhood dreams, Mike had to be 
restrained by Simon and I from 
square-rigging Sylvia. This may seem 
cruel and insensitive, but the reader 
should remember that we were the ones 
who would have to go aloft in all 
weather! 

But the colonel got his way in the end, 
as he usually did, and it didn’t cost him a 
penny. The makers of the film The Three 
Musketeers hired Sylvia and turned her 
into two square-rigged Elizabethan 
galleons and painted one side of her red, 
the other side black. 

It was on Sylvia that I had a firsthand 
experience of what living dangerously 
was all about. We got caught in a mistral 
(Mediterranean wind storm) in the Gulf 
of Lyons and started taking in a lot of 
water. The electrical and mechanical 
pumps failed and the huge flywheel was 
spraying water all over the engine room. 
Under a heavy shower of water Dad and 
I fought to repair the pumps as the boat 
heaved in an ugly sea. 

Then the engine failed, leaving us with 
nothing to drive the pump even if we 
repaired it. We were sinking in a Force 9 
gale and our last resort was the ancient 
deck pump. It hadn't been used in ages 
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ABOVE: Mike shows wife Phyllis and 
youngest son Simon a model ship he made 
in prison. Photo: Peter Duffy 

RIGHT: Mike and son Tim hard at work 
on the Sylvia. Photo: Chris Hoare 

BELOW RIGHT: The Hoare family dream 
boat, Sylvia, under full sail. Photo: Chris 
Hoare 

so with each desperate stroke it spewed 
up a gallon of water, oranges, potatos — 
trash it had collected in all its years of 
inactivity. After a lot of hard pumping, 
we reduced the water in the boat and the 
wind dropped. We’d made it. 

Flushed with success, we sat out of the 
wind in the wheelhouse sipping 
liquor-laced coffee. Dad clapped me on 
the shoulder and said: “This is what life 
is all about, my boy. One minute you’re 
staring death in the face, the next you’re 
on top of the world.” Colonel Hoare had 
a philosophy, and he acted on it at every 
opportunity. No matter how politically 
motivated and dedicated he may be, 
instinctive love of adventure drives him 
more than anything else. 

Back home at the farm in South 
Africa, Mike wrote Three Years with 
Sylvia (Robert Hale, London), a 
lighthearted account of his life in the 
Mediterranean. But for the time being, 
his sailing days were over. His love 
affair with excitement and adventure and 
the company of real men brought out the 
mercenary in him once again. 

“This is part of the mystique of 

Continued on page 116 
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4 4 A NYONE that buys a survival 
/\knife and believes that he indeed 
will survive any given situation because 
of the knife is really buying his own 
ticket,” 

A1 Mar sat across from me in the 
showroom of his office, elbows on the 
table, his eyes filled with amiable 
intensity as we discussed this master 
designer’s philosophy on knives. Mar is 
unique in his business. He holds both a 
BS and MS in industrial design from the 
Los Angeles Art Center. 

“I don’t like to spend hours in the 
books. I have a talent in drawing and a 
talent in working with my hands. So 
design caught my interest.” Mar’s 
impressive scholastic background is 
coupled with an equally laudable military 
record. A1 served with the 1st Special 
Forces Group during the early 1960s 
running special operations in Vietnam. 

For relaxation he devotes himself to the 
practice of judo and kendo. 

A stint in an industrial design office 
led to a position with Gerber Knives as 
design director. Many of Gerber’s present 
top-line knives have come from the 
drawing board chaired by A1 Mar. When 
the decision was made to leave Gerber 
and form his own cutlery firm, A1 was 
determined to produce the finest product 
for the client at the most reasonable price 
possible. 

Through the years he has done just that 
and in the process has produced such 
dynamic contributions as the new SERE 
Attack Knife, designed especially for the 
Army’s Special Forces, and the Shiva 
battle blade which should be seen in the 
near future. 

Above all, A1 Mar is a gentleman. His 
concern for his product and business is 
carried over into his desire to contribute 
to his community through local volunteer 
activities. To know A1 Mar is to be 
associated with somebody very special. 

Soldier of Fortune wanted Al’s 
opinions in four areas. What knife should 
the average combat arms soldier have 
that would best accomplish his tasks in 
the field? Taking that one step further, 
what type of knife should the elite 
trooper (SEAL, SF, Force Recon) look 
for in relation to his specialized brand of 
warfare? And what about the civilian; 
what kind of blade does he need? Lastly, 
what does A1 Mar think of the current 
craze involving the hollow-handle 
survival knife? In that order, let us tap 
into A1 Mar’s extensive experience. 

“The everyday soldier, combat arms 
MOS, should not limit himself to one 
knife. He really needs two. One should 
be a multiblade folder or a lock-back 
knife for the common everyday tasks 
such as opening cans and splicing wire. 
The other should be a ‘battle blade,’ with 

Al Mar’s selection of knives are made in 
Japan of a high-carbon, stain-resistant steel, 
RS 30, equal to 154 CM (U.S.). 


a blade length no shorter than 4 l A inches 
and no longer than eight.” 

Mar suggests that the folder be carried 
in a uniform pocket or sewn into the 
uniform so that the soldier will always 
have an edged tool with him should he 
become separated from his equipment. 
The battle blade can be attached to the 
combat harness or worn on the belt, 
whichever method works best. 

Each soldier needs to decide what 
knife is the best for the money. Most 
troopers cannot afford the expensive 
custom knives coming out today. But 
Mar advises that the market is full of 
affordable knives if the buyer takes the 
time to research and choose carefully. 

“The special operations soldier has a 


Special Forces SERE group OIC, Lt. Col. 
Rowe, turned to the expertise of Ai Mar for 
a rugged folding knife to be used as a 
survival tool and close-combat weapon. 

different need in terms of his knife 
concerns. As he will be called upon to 
perform many different kinds of missions 
he will have to cany different classes of 
gear. What may work in one situation 
may not be feasible in another.” 

How to best accomplish the job? 

“The special operations trooper should 
create his own war chest of edged tools. 
He will need a good blade like the 
multiblade folder or lock-back. He may 

Continued on page 109 
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SOF FEATURE 


SAPPERS 

OF THE LEGION 

“To Build, Sometimes to Destroy’’ 

by Howard Simpson 


S KIMMING in under 
low clouds, the 
helicopter banked and 
sank down over the 
tree-lined river, whirling 
blades rippling the 
slow-moving water. 
Wet-suited scuba divers 
dropped from the 
chopper's open doors 
and disappeared under 
the surface as the 
chopper pulled up and 
swept away in a wide 
turn. Combat swimmers 
waiting on the banks of 
the river for the 
air-dropped team took 
their cue. *They glided 
silently into the water, 
pushing flotation bags 
full of weapons and 
explosives and headed 
toward their objective: 
an enemy outpost 
guarding a ford. 

The scuba team 
surfaced under the 
overhanging scrub brush 
at the water's edge and 
removed their breathing 
apparatus and flippers. 
Drawing their knives, 
they proceeded to 
neutralize two sentries 
and capture their 
sleeping comrades. A 
flashed signal informed 
supporting swimmers to 
begin immediate 
probing of the bottom to 
determine the best 
landing point. The 
others fanned out to 


form a defense 
perimeter. 

A sudden hum of 
approaching outboard 
engines interrupted the 
silence. A wave of 
assault boats broke 
cover and churned 
across the river toward 
the secured bridgehead. 
Powerful engines rattled 
the countryside as 
heavy, large-wheeled 
AMX-10RC 

reconnaissance vehicles 
equipped with 105mm 
guns moved out of the 
trees to take up crossing 
positions. With the first 
assault wave ashore and 
the second on its way, 
the first AMX rolled 
down the bank onto the 
pebbles and lumbered 
into the water. It came 
to a lurching stop while 
the crew checked for 
faults in the watertight 
sealing. Finding none, 
the roaring AMX 
resumed its awkward 
advance toward the 
opposite shore. 


Off in the distance, 
life-jacketed visitors 
observed the operation 
from a moored pontoon 
barge giving them a 
clear view of both river 
banks. Today, the 6th 
Assault Engineer 
Regiment of the French 
Foreign Legion had an 
audience. There could 
be no mistakes. Under a 
gray drizzle, officers 
from the Infantry 
Application School at 
Montpellier and their 
guests watched the river 
crossing with a critical 
eye. 

The Legion assault 
team with blackened 
faces attacked a pill box 
with flame throwers and 
proudly demonstrated 
their new equipment. 
This included a 
mechanical mine layer 
that can place and 
recover 400 to 500 
mines an hour, a mobile 
bore that can drill a 
six-meter hole in ten 
minutes, and a 
heavy-duty tracked 
digger for rapid 
excavation of tank and 
artillery emplacements, 
infantry trenches and 
anti-tank traps. 

The operation had 
been modified for 
practiced reasons and to 
facilitate the viewing. 


explained Colonel 
Degre, commanding 
officer of the 6th 
Engineers. In an actual 
combat situation, the 
scuba team would have 
been inserted by 
parachute, not by noisy 
helicopters. In addition, 
the problem of erupting 
air bubbles that allowed 
some sharp-eyed 
observers to trace the 
progress of the 
underwater approach 
would soon be remedied 
by the arrival of 
closed-circuit breathing 
gear. 

The Legion’s 6tlf 
Engineer Regiment is 
one of the newest 
regiments in the French 
Army, created on 1 July 
1984 at the Camp de 
TArdoise in the 
department of the guard 
near Avignon. The 
sapeurs of the 6th have 
inherited the traditions 
of the old 6th Infantry 
Regiment, a Legion unit 
last formed in the 
Middle East in 1939 
from various famous 
battalions and 
deactivated in 1955. 

There have always 
been small sections of 
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sappers in the Legion's 
ranks in the past, 
supplying construction 
battalions for such 
projects as France's 
nuclear testing range in 
the Pacific, but the 
Legion has never had a 
constituted engineer 
regiment, A special 
effort had to be made to 
form the training cadre. 
Selected officers from 
the French Army's 7th 
Engineer Regiment were 
assigned to the new unit 
and 45 noncoms were 
incorporated to train 
their Legion 

counterparts in the skills 
of the combat engineer. 
It is quite a tribute to 
the Legion's 
professionalism and 
flexibility that such a 
specialized unit can be 
called to perform a 
demanding tactical 
demonstration before a 
critical audience only 
eight months after its 
formation. 

ABOVE: Combat 
swimmer of the 6th 
Engineers reports on his 
recon of far bank during 
river-crossing operations. 
Photo: Courtesy French 
Foreign Legion 

RIGHT: Combat 
swimmers glide through 
the water with flotation 
bags full of weapons and 
explosives. Photo: 
Courtesy French Foreign 
Legion 

BELOW: AMX-10RC 
heads for the river in the 
wake of an assault by the 
sappers. 





LEFT: The 6th Engineer 
Regiment has retained 
the insignia of the 
dissolved 6th Infantry 
Regiment but included a 
sapper’s breastplate and 
helmet. 
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The 6th Engineer 
Regiment, along with 
others, including Spahis 
(Algerian native 
troopers) and the Marine 
Infantry, are now 
assigned to the 6th Light 
Armored Division, part 
of France’s Rapid Action 
Force and liable to 
short-notice “Leopard” 
alerts for overseas 
deployment. Earlier this 
year sections of the 6th 
Engineers were assigned 
to a detachment of the 
6th Division at Bouar in 
the Central African 
Republic and sent to 
French Guyana for 
tropical warfare training. 

Although other 
Engineer units perform 
heavy construction 
tasks, the Legion’s 
regiment is a crack 
assault team with 

ABOVE: Assault crossing 
by Legion sappers. Photo: 
Courtesy French Foreign 
Legion 

RIGHT: Combat swimmer 
probes riverbank to 
locate solid ford for 
armored vehicles. 

BELOW: APC in position 
of support for a 
river-crossing exercise. 
Photo: Courtesy French 
Foreign Legion 





LEFT: Sappers, armed 
with the FA MAS, occupy 
defensive position 
prepared by a mobile 
trench digger. Photo: 
Courtesy French Foreign 
Legion 
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definite combat 
missions. They include 
river crossings, road 
clearing and security, 
demolition, placement of 
anti-tank obstacles, 
reduction of strong 
points, lightning raids, 
urban warfare and the 
preparation of landing 
zones and beaches. All 
of the Legion’s sappers, 
regardless of their 
specialties, are trained 
in explosives, mine 
placement and removal, 
and the passage of dry 
obstacles such as 
ravines and cliffs. 

The 6th Engineers 
have retained the 
insignia of the dissolved 
infantry regiment with 
the two pillars of the 
ruins of Baalbek in 
Lebanon and its motto 
“To the Last One.” Only 
a sapper’s breastplate 
and helmet have been 
added to mark its 
Engineer mission. The 
regimental flag is the 
first in Legion history to 
bear the inscription 
“Genie” — for Engineer 
— and the battle honors 
of the old 6th, 
“Camerone 1863,” 
“Musseiffre 1925” and 
“Syrie 1925-1926” have 
been painted on the 
silken standard. 


Mechanical minelayer. 

The Legion has a 
well-deserved reputation 
for eating well even in 
difficult field conditions. 
The officer’s mess of the 
6th Engineers was no 
exception. Although 
Colonel Degre explained 
that a new kitchen had 
not been completed and 
his cooks were making 
do with an obsolete 
installation, we were 
served a tasty meal. 
Baskets of fresh-cut. 


crusty French bread and 
bottles of Cote du 
Rhone from the nearby 
vineyards were spaced 
along the table. We 
began with a plate of 
assorted cold meats 
followed by a herring 
salad with onions. The 
main course was a hefty 
helping of braised beef 
and potatoes. We 
finished with cheese and 
lettuce salad. Over 
strong coffee we 
discussed the age-old 
dichotomy of military 
engineering ... 
construction or combat. 
The motto of the French 
“Genie” is “To build, 
sometimes to destroy” 
and we finally agreed 
that the 6th, with its 
clear combat role, would 
not have to worry about 
being utilized for public 
works projects or suffer 
from some other form of 
schizophrenia. 


LE CLARION 

The basic small arm of the 6th Foreign Legion En¬ 
gineer Regiment and of the French Army in general is 
the distinctive new FA MAS rifle, often called Le Clari¬ 
on because of its resemblance to a bugle. Adopted by 
the French in 1976, the general compactness of this 
5.56mm assault rifle and the hard-hitting cyclic rate of 
fire of 1,000 rounds per minute make this bullpup the 
perfect standard service rifle for all frontline units in 
France, Gabon, Djibouti and the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates. It has the advantage of being able to be fired from 
either shoulder on automatic, semiautomatic, or by 
three-round bursts. 


Caliber.5.56mm 

Operation.delayed blowback 

Weight.7.5 lbs. (without magazine) 

Length... 30.28 in. 

Barrel length.19.5 in. 

Feed...25-rd. box magazine 

Cyclic rate_900-1,000 rpm and three-shot bursts 

Muzzle velocity.3,150 fps 


Later, as I prepared 
for my return trip to 
Marseille, a 

barrel-chested, bearded 
noncom approached me, 
smiling broadly. A deep 
scar ran from his 
cheekbone to his chin. 
He wore parachute 
wings and a decoration 
ribbon. 

“Were you in Zaire?” 
he asked. 

“Yes,” I replied, 
puzzled, having spent a 
short time in Kinshasa, 
Bukavu and 
Lubumbashi in 1971 
heading a USIA 
inspection team. 

“I was with the 2nd 
REP (2nd Foreign 
Parachute Regiment),” 
he said. “You jumped 
with us at Kolwezi!” 

I assured him he was 
mistaken, explaining 
that I was nowhere near 
Zaire at the time of the 
Kolwezi drop, nor would 
I have been jumping 
with the Paras if 1 had. 

He wouldn’t take no 
for an answer. As I 
climbed into my car and 
started the engine he 
gave me a conspirator’s 
wink and threw me a 
farewell salute. A bugler 
was sounding colors as I 
reached the gate. I 
stopped and got out to 
watch the slow descent 
of the tricolor. Standing 
in the bitter wind 
blowing down from 
Mount Ventoux I 
wondered how soon the 
men of the Legion’s 
newest regiment would 
be called upon to serve 
in some far corner of 
today’s troubled 
world. ^ 
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B LOODY brush fire wars often spawn 
strange and exotic weaponry and the 
war in Rhodesia was no exception. The 
multibarreled Spider was one of the more 
successful products bom from the fertile 
mind of the inventor of the Striker shotgun 
(see “Striker,” SOF, August '85). 

The Spider was originally designed as a 
counterambush weapon for the protection of 
farm managers who often traveled alone in 
remote areas of the bush and were suscepti¬ 
ble to ambush. It saw extensive service dur¬ 
ing the war in Rhodesia and was so effec¬ 
tive, in fact, that a price was put on the head 
of its creator by those who came in contact 
with the business end(s) of the Spider. The 
design, however, was so successful that it 
was the only one of its kind to be officially 
adopted by the Rhodesian Army. 

The Spider is a 24-, 36- or 48-barreled 
shotgun that mounts on the roof of a vehicle, 
adaptable by means of an adjustable roof 
carrier. The barrels of the weapon are 
arranged in two tiers around a central hub, 
much like the spokes of a rimless wheel. 
The top row is set at an angle of 90 degrees 
to cover distant targets, and the bottom row 
at 85 degrees to cover those who are foolish 
enough to get in too close. They cover a 
360-degree arc of fire and are fired by rotat¬ 
ing a crank handle inside the vehicle. The 
handle is attached to a shaft which passes 


SOF AFRICA 

SPIDER 

Rhodesia’s 12-Gauge 
Widowmaker 


Text & Photos by Brady Ridgway 

COUNTERCLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
Multibarreled Spider mounted atop a Land 
Cruiser. 

Roof-top mount allows 360-degree fire. 

Manually unloading the Spider with the rod 
provided. 

The firing mechanism of the Spider. 


Interior of the Spider showing loaded and 
partially loaded cartridges. 
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through the roof into the hub of the weapon. 

Within the hub lies the breechblock. This 
is a cylindrical assembly inside which are 
four cams (two for each layer of barrels) that 
operate the firing pins and are rotated by the 
shaft. The barrels are not fired in circular 
sequence as would be expected. Instead, for 
each quarter-turn clockwise, nine barrels 
are fired, covering a full 360-degree arc. 
This enables the operator to engage an am¬ 
bush that has been laid in depth, by firing 
four “broadsides.” 

The weapon is loaded by removing the 
breechblock and individually loading each 
barrel. Any 12-gauge cartridge can be fired 
from the weapon as there is no actual cham¬ 
ber — the barrel is merely a length of metal 
pipe. When the weapon has been fired the 
breechblock must again be removed and the 
empty cases pushed out with the rod pro¬ 
vided. Obviously, in its fully loaded condi¬ 
tion the Spider cannot be used if there are 
any friendlies about and it is suggested that 
the forward- and rear-facing barrels 
(marked with red tape) are left unloaded 
when traveling in convoy. 

Many similar counterambush weapons 
were not as well conceived and subsequently 
were not accepted by either the army or the 
many civilians who required reliable home- 
defense weapons. These other scattergun 
concoctions were prone to accidental dis¬ 
charges. And nobody needs a gun that kills 
the people it’s supposed to be protecting. 

The manufacturers of the Spider claim 
that the system is completely safe and that 
no accidental discharges were ever reported 
in Rhodesia. The Spider can be made safe 
by simply removing the handle from the 
shaft. In addition, when the handle is fitted 
it can be padlocked to prevent it from rotat¬ 
ing — again rendering the weapon com¬ 
pletely safe. For absolute safety on entering 
populated areas, the breechblock can be re¬ 
moved and replaced with a “blank” one 
allowing the cartridges to be safely left in 
the barrels. 

Much to my disappointment I was not 
able to fire the Spider. The 36-barreled scat¬ 
tergun that I viewed was stored in the mid¬ 
dle of the city of Johannesburg and a safe 
firing range would have required a lot of 
driving to get to. I have no doubt, however, 
that the Spider can live up to its reputation. 
One observer remarked: “The Spider un¬ 
questionably saved many lives. When it be¬ 
came known that a farmer’s vehicle was 
traveling with the Spider mounted, recorded 
incidents of ambushing and/or attacks on 
these vehicles became literally non¬ 
existent.” Anyone foolish enough to go up 
against the Spider deserves all that he gets. 

At the moment, there is little interest in 
bringing the Spider back to life. Africa has 
not seen a conflict that would warrant its use 
since Rhodesia became Zimbabwe, and the 
situation in South Africa has not developed 
sufficiently to call for its rebirth. But in the 
event of an escalation of rural terrorism, I 
will feel a lot more secure in the knowledge 
that the Spider is patiently waiting to fulfill 
its mission once more. ^ 
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SOI MIDEAST 

GUNBOAT 
D1PLOM ACY 

OFF LEBANON 

Deep-Sixing PLO Terrs 

Text & Photos by Al J. Venter 



W E left harbor late that evening. 
Too late, perhaps, to avoid the 
sniper who had taken his position on 
top of one of the ramshackle buildings 
near Sidon’s old bullet-pocked 
mosque. Being July it was still light 
and we were the only craft moving out 
to sea. We must have made an easy 
target. 

Two shots rang out, piercing the 
silence just before the muezzin called 
the faithful to their final prayer of the 
day. The bullets ricocheted ofl the 
warship’s forepeak. Instinctively all of 
the men on the bridge of the little 
Dabur Israeli Navy gunboats ducked a 


The Ginan served as mother ship from 
which Al Fatah would have launched 
amphibious raids on the Israeli coast. 

couple of inches, but it was clear that 
their flak jackets provided something 
of a psychological advantage. No one 
sought additional cover. 

Dabur in Hebrew means “desert 
hornet,” the kind you find in the south 
of the country, in the Negev. These 
little Navy gunboats follow a precisely 
coordinated program which is as 
varied as it is thorough: the perpetual 
search for terrorists. 

The lieutenant — I knew him only 


by his first name of Motti — quickly 
called on the radio and jabbered out a 
few staccato sentences in Hebrew. 
Another shot sounded, but by that 
time we had increased speed and the 
buildings we were being fired at from 
were at our stern as we headed into 
the setting sun. 

Motti explained: “We get sniped at 
quite often. There is not much we can 
do about it, as most of the gunmen 
fire their shots quickly and then move 
into the casbah — the market area of 
the city.” He also explained that 
because of snipers the only item his 
men were not allowed to remove 
while they rested at anchor in the 
harbor during the day was their flak 
jackets. He had made that point very 
clear to us on arrival at Tyre earlier in 
the day. “Take off your shirts, even 
your pants, but not your flak jackets,” 
he had warned curtly. 

The radio rattled and Motti again 
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passing Israeli convoys had taken 
more lives. 

But for the Israeli Navy, Tyre 
remains part of the eternal daily 
routine of maritime expediency and 
survival is the name of the game. 
Even with the withdrawal of Israeli 
forces from Lebanon it sits at the end 
of the line of one of a succession of 
Navy patrols along the length of the 
Lebanese coast and further afield — 
some say as far north as Turkey. 

Lt. Motti’s Dabur worked out of 
Haifa. He and his tiny crew of eight 
men would go to sea for four or five 
days and spend most nights 
searching for possible targets. During 
the days they would lay up in Tyre. 
But with the pullback they’d been 
working day and night; even the 
layups are something of the past, 
though I’m told the patrols have 
gotten shorter as even the most 


motivated sailor needs sleep. 

Lt. Motti and his crew, working in 
conjunction with other Daburs in they 
region, patrolled a fairly large area.' 
Once a blip had been established on 
their radar, it would be rated on a 
scale of between one and 10, 
according to the circumstances and 
the potential threat. 

The Israeli Navy surveillance 
system is integrated with an even 
more sophisticated land-based 
monitoring machine that covers much 


sounded some instructions. A squad 
of airborne troops based in the city — 
obviously on standby for just such an 
event — had moved into the suspect 
area by truck and were being 
deployed. From where we were we 
could see tiny silhouettes moving at 
the double. The sniping had ceased. 

The Israelis left Tyre a year ago 
during their gradual pull southward. 
Troops based there were not sorry to 
go, for the city, which dates from 
pre-Phoenician times, remains a 
warren of narrow alleys, booby-trap 
possibilities, bunker tunnels and 
strong points, all of them dominated 
by half a dozen hills which surround 
the ancient city. More than once, 
Shi’ite bombers had hurled 
themselves and their vehicles at 
Israeli positions during the period of 
occupation and some good lives had 
been lost. Grenades thrown by these 
fanatics and side mines aimed at 


No matter how much electronics you 
pack on a boat, nothing replaces the 
human eye. 




of the Middle East. Each target that is 
picked up on radar is passed on to a 
shore-based establishment for 
classification and possible reaction. 
Perhaps one in a thousand of these 
blips on the screen could be hostile. 
But every single one is painstakingly 
cleared nonetheless. 

Foreign craft that have not been 
cleared by Israeli security forces are 
rated no less than “five” until physical 
contact has been made. Until then, 
the men onboard the Daburs regard 
each and every blip as potentially 
dangerous, especially at night when 
most PLO infiltration attempts are 
effected. 

Having found a blip, the Dabur 
informs the shore-based 
establishment of her intention to 
intercept, if that order has not already 
been given. If the unknown factor is a 
possible enemy force, another one or 
two of these powerful little strike craft 
will be diverted to provide additional 
firepower should it be needed. 
Meanwhile the radios buzz as if there 
is a war on. 

With three kilometers to go, the 
men are called to action stations. One 
sailor mans a .50-cal. Browning at the 
fore and another aft. Depending on 
the angle of approach, a 7.62 
machine gun is mounted on either the 
port or starboard side of the bridge. 
The rest of the men are armed with 
Galils, the standard Israeli infantry 
weapon. In addition, a flare pistol and 
a clutch of grenades are brought to 
the bridge and placed within arm’s 
reach of our captain — “Just in case,” 
he says. 

With only 600 meters to go to the 
intended target, a searchlight manned 
by one of the men is switched on. As 
it swings in the direction of the target, 
Lt. Motti prepares to use the loud 
hailer to call — in Arabic — for the 
boat to stop. Uneasy people with 
fingers on the trigger — any trigger — 
take few chances in the eastern 
Mediterranean these days. 

The work achieved by these small 
craft has been likened to an air force 
patrol, flying in ever-diminishing 
circles over a vast expanse of terrain. 
It is just as time consuming and, to 
the majority of the men, just as 
boring. But it is work that needs to be 
done. 

According to record, several times 
during 1984 and twice in the first six 
months of 1985, Israeli Navy search 
craft came under terrorist fire from 
Palestinian intercepts. In the first 1985 
attack, a Dabur was raked by heavy 
machine gun and RPG-7 fire. The 
attacking vessel was blown out of the 
water by the Dabur; eight PLO 
insurgents were killed and one taken 
prisoner. No one onboard the Israeli 
ship was injured. 
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LEFT: Bone in its teeth, a Dabur fast ABOVE: 20mm cannon give range and 

patrol boat joins the Israeli sea patrol punch to the Dabur armament package, 
that stretches from Turkey to Egypt. 


ABOVE: High rate-of-fire Browning .50s 
provide short-range offense and 
defense for light-armored patrol boats. 

More serious is the shelling of these 
small craft by Amal, Lebanese Army, 
Palestinian or Druze shore positions 
when their security role takes them 
too close inshore — as it must on 
occasion. Although the Israelis weren’t 
telling, I was told by a reliable source 
that at least two of these patrol craft 
had been hit by shore fire in the past 
three years causing serious 
casualties. Details of the attacks were 
not made public by the spokesman for 
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) in Tel 
Aviv. 

But even with all this maritime 
activity, the occasional terrorist craft 
does get through. The relatively small 
craft of the Israeli Navy, capable of 
about 50 knots, can only cover so 
much water. The PLO routinely vary 
their procedures as often as the 
Israelis and, as history has shown us, 
are sometimes successful. 

On the afternoon of 11 March 1978, 
a small group of Palestinian terrorists 
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landed on the Israeli coast near the 
Kibbutz Maagan Michael. After killing 
an American girl, Gale Robbin, who 
had chanced upon them along a 
desolate stretch of beach, they set off 
the main coast road where they fired 
upon and stopped a bus traveling 
toward Haifa. They entered the bus 
and killed three civilians. Eight others 
were wounded. 

Rubber boats serve for insertions. 


A fierce firefight erupted when the 
captured bus was later stopped at an 
Israeli roadblock. By the time it was 
over, there were 34 Israelis dead and 
72 wounded. Two Palestinians 
survived the attack. Their task, as 
fighting members of Al Fatah, was to 
penetrate Israeli defenses, take 
civilian hostages and “attempt to free 
Palestinian terrorists already held in 
prison" by the Israelis. The two men 


have since joined their mates in 
prison. 

An even more bizarre event 
occurred only six months later when 
the Israeli Navy once again prevented 
the kind of massacre the terrorists 
had hoped would rate world 












headlines. A seven-man death squad 
manned a small Greek merchant ship, 
the S.S. Agios Dimitrios. Stacked 
amidships were several tons of high 
explosives that would be used to level 
the port of Eilat to the barren shore on 
which it was built. The terrorists 
intended to hit the harbor with 122mm 
rockets and then ram the ship into the 
port, at the same time setting off the 
explosives. The TNT would probably 
have completely destroyed Eilat and 
the nearby Jordanian port of Aqaba 
as well, had they been successful. 

About the same time, the Israeli 
Navy captured another small cargo 
ship, the S.S. Ginan, the mother ship 
from which Al Fatah insurgents would 
have launched amphibious raids on 
the Israeli coast. The Ginan had 
originally embarked on its deadly 
mission from the Lebanese port of 
Tripoli, a recent Israeli Navy target. 

A month later the Staphanie arrived 
off the north Israeli coast. It, too, was 
intercepted by a Dabur and another 
bloody holocaust was averted. This 
time an Al Fatah team admitted they 
had been sent on the mission by Abu 
Jihad, the fanatical head of the 
terrorist movement’s military wing, 
opposed to the “more moderate” 
Yasser Arafat. 

One four-man group of insurgents 
did, however, get through, entering 
Israeli waters in a rubber dinghy and 
disembarking at Nahariya on 22 April 
1979. There they murdered a father 
and his daughter and an Israeli 
policeman. 

One of the crucial messages that 
has emerged from several decades of 
Israeli maritime activity in one of the 
most volatile military theaters in the 
world is that it is possible, in this day 
and age, to successfully embargo 
those sea lanes which are most vital 
to a target country. Granted, the 
Eastern Mediterranean is one of the 
most unstable regions on the globe. 
But the Israelis have achieved a 
measure of control and are holding it 
in spite of some of the best the 
Eastern Bloc has to offer — Soviet 
and East European aid — assisting 
the terrorists in their objectives. 

Their task is an extremely difficult 
one. Israel cannot and will not 
continually interfere with the livelihood 
of hundreds of Lebanese who legally 
operate off their coast either fishing, 
trading or sponge diving. 

There is also a fair amount of 
maritime traffic in the area operating 
between Israel, Turkey, Cyprus, Syria, 
Greece, Egypt and other countries. 

The fact that the busiest single 
waterway in the world is nearby — the 
Suez Canal — does not ease their 
predicament. 

Clearly, the Israeli intelligence 
machine must keep itself well-oiled in 


r 





The Agios Dimitrios was more than just 
a small Greek merchant ship — it was 
stacked with several tons of high 
explosives and headed for Eitat. Photo: 
IDF Spokesman 

order to keep pace with what are 
literally thousands of ships, large and 
small, that enter the region each year. 
In the case of the Agios Dimitrios , 
there is evidence that Israeli agents 
were watching the ship long before 
she sailed from an Arab port (my 
sources indicate a Syrian harbor). 
They were watching as she made her 
way to several Mediterranean 
destinations (including Greece), 
before heading south through Suez 
and up into the Gulf of Eilat. 

The Israeli Navy makes decisions 
quickly. They have to. For almost 40 
years the Arabs have ranted about 
obliterating Israel from the face of the 
earth. Consequently, the Jewish option 
is fairfy clear-cut — do what you need 
to do as quickly and efficiently as 
possible and the consequences be 


The wreckage of a small craft attests to 
the seriousness of the Israeli sea 
patrol's mission. 


damned. It’s on that simple premise that 
people like Dabur chief officer Motti 
operates. 

After spending several days aboard 
his boat, no one would question a 
decision to blow up a boatload of 
terrorists shielded behind helpless 
hostages if it meant keeping Israel’s 
security intact. Motti is well aware that 
the correct alternative would be to 
quickly and efficiently do what needed 
to be done. 

The men onboard the Dabur are 
equally single-minded. Almost every 
one of them has lost someone close 
to them in one of the Middle East 
wars and they need little coaxing. Like 
Lt. Motti, their training has made them 
highly efficient in routine duties 
aboard ship and in their task of 
apprehending terrorists. Each one of 
them handles every weapon and they 
are all experienced in 
telecommunications, cryptology and 
identification of craft. They must be 
able to differentiate, for instance, a 
British-built Egyptian “October-class 
fast patrol boat from similar British or 
French craft operating in the vicinity of 
Beirut. These men were sharp: They 
were confident and proud of their 
ability as fighting men and didn’t mind 
telling you so. And judging from the 
results, they must be right. 

When I left the Dabur in Haifa 
harbor Motti was going on his last 
patrol the following week before taking 
command of a flotilla of six Daburs. 

He was still only 23, but the promotion 
reflected the Israeli view that if a man 
is capable of handling a situation, let 
him handle it. It’s people like Motti 
that make it all tick. And good luck to 
those like him. History has shown that 
they will need it. 
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SOF T & E 


TAURU S 

This 9mm Ain’t No Bull 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 




P LAGUED by too many competitors, 
too many models, too high prices, over- 
saturation and public apathy, the U.S. 
firearms market has floated in a stagnant sea 
for more than three years. Companies con¬ 
tinue to sink below the seaweed. Yet Beretta 
92SB-F pistols flow out of the dealers’ 
showrooms at more than $600 each, as fast 
as the UPS truck unloads them at the back 
door. After all, it’s the new U.S. Armed 
Forces service pistol. 

But there may be an alternative. A raging 
bull from Brazil has entered the ring. Dur¬ 
ing the mid-1950s, Beretta established a 
factory in Brazil to manufacture single- and 
double-barreled shotguns. Brazilian com¬ 
petition proved too stiff and, since no auto 
pistols were being fabricated in-country, 
they shifted gears and commenced produc¬ 
tion of .25 ACP and .22 LR pistols. Quality 
ammunition was not available in these cali¬ 
bers and sales languished. 

In 1973 the Brazilian Army submitted a 
proposal for a new service pistol. HK, FN, 
Colt, S&W and Beretta all entered the trials. 
During this time, Taurus belonged to Smith 
& Wesson; their parent company, Bangor 
Punta, had purchased controlling interest in 
1970. The Brazilian military contract called 
for 40,000 units. The first 10,000 could be 
imported, the second 10,000 had to be 
assembled in Brazil and the final 20,000 had 
to be manufactured there. 

Beretta’s Model 92 won by a small mar¬ 
gin over the S&W entry. They also received 


Taurus PT 92 AF has only mild recoil. 

a contract for the Model 12 submachine 
gun. Considerable investment was placed 
into the necessary CNC machinery, 
although Brazilian suppliers were utilized 
for many small components. By 1978 the 
contract had been fulfilled. Since 9mm pis¬ 
tols cannot be sold on the Brazilian civilian 
market, Beretta’s plant activity began to 
decline. 

Meanwhile, private interests had pur¬ 
chased control of Taurus in 1977. In Septem¬ 
ber 1980 Taurus purchased the machinery, 
tooling and blueprints for the Model 12 sub¬ 
machine gun, Model 92 9mm and the .25 
ACP and .22 LR pistols. It was a portfolio 
purchase rather than a license and Taurus has 
no ties to Beretta. The only restrictions: the 
Beretta name cannot be used in Brazil for 10 
years and Taurus cannot manufacture these 


Taurus PT 92 AF pistol. 



models outside of Brazil (hence their failure 
to enter the U.S. XM9 trials). In addition to 
these products, Taurus manufactures a com¬ 
plete line of revolvers, pellet guns, motorcy¬ 
cle and anti-riot helmets, hand tools and 
military electronics. 

Taurus has fielded a pistol that, on the 
surface, looks like the Beretta 92SB-F 
adopted by the U.S. military. First intro¬ 
duced in February 1985, the Model PT 92 
AF (‘F’ stands for firing-pin blockage) is 
designed to capitalize on this similarity to 
the maximum. The slide, manufactured 
from 4140 drop-forged steel (as is the trig¬ 
ger and hammer), is cut away at a point 
directly behind the front sight all the way 
back to where it becomes the pistol’s 
breech, extending then from the chamber 
rearward. Ttys design can be traced without 
interruption back to the Beretta Model 1915 
blowback pocket pistol in caliber .32 ACP. 
The slide’s open top removes the require¬ 
ment for an ejection port as such. Top of the 
slide and the barrel have a matte surface. 
The slide’s sides are high polish. These 
components have a black oxide finish which 
matches the black anodizing on the frame. 
All the mill-finished surfaces have been 
radiused to perfection. The recoil spring 
guide, changed to the anodized aluminum 
of the Beretta 92SB series, remains hard- 
chromed steel on the Taurus. 

A red mark on the extractor, located on 
the slide’s right side, acts as a loaded-round 
indicator. Small gimmicks like this are of 
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dubious value and small consequence. If in 
doubt, rack the slide a bit and visually in¬ 
spect the chamber. 

The fixed-blade front sight is part of the 
slide forging. The square-notch rear sight can 
be drifted right or left in its dovetail for adjust¬ 
ment of windage zero. There are no fluores¬ 
cent dots (Beretta 92SB-F) or colored mark¬ 


ings (Beretta 92SB) of any kind. Fluorescent 
sights may enhance target acquisition at sub¬ 
dued-light levels, but in a stress environment 
my concentration is on a “flash” sight picture 
which involves getting the front sight on target 
as quickly as possible. You will either not 
notice colored dots in such a scenario, or they 
may prove a distraction. 


TAURUS PT 92 AF SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber 9mm Parabellum 

Operation _ ___ Short recoil; semiautomatic; oscillating-block locking 

system; double-action hammer. 

Feed mechanism . . 15-rd. staggered box-type magazine; single-position feed. 

Weight, empty, 
without magazine .,. 30.0 oz. 

Overall length ........ 8.54 inches 

Barrel ............ T ... 6-groove; right-hand twist with one turn in 9.84 inches. 

Height.. .*-. 5.39 inches 

Width .. 1.45 inches 

Sights. ... .. Fixed-blade front; square-notched rear, dovetailed to slide 

and adjustable for windage only; sight radius: 6.1 inches. 

Status .... In production. In service with the Armed Forces of Brazil and 

18 other countries. 

Price .. $317 

Manufacturer. ...._ Forjas Taurus, S.A., Dept. SOF, Av. Victor Manzini 450, 

Sao Paulo, Brazil, CEP 04745. 

Distributor .. Taurus International Manufacturing, Inc., Dept. SOF, 4563 

S.W. 71st Avenue, P.O. Box 558567, Ludlam Branch, 
Miami, Florida 33155. 


Method of operation remains that of the 
Beretta 92 series, which in turn was the 
short recoil principle employed by the Ger¬ 
man WWII Walther P-38. A falling locking 
block is driven downward to disengage the 
slide from the barrel and halt the barrel’s 
rearward travel. 

The frame is fabricated from an alumi¬ 
num alloy and the sides have a dull non- 
reflective surface. Top and bottom surfaces 
are mirror polished. The trigger guard has 
been squared off to look like that of the 
92SB-F. It is not grooved and the front 
bottom of the grip frame is not flared. But 
the grip assembly is grooved, front and rear. 
Like the Beretta 92 series pistols, the ejector 
is held to the frame by two roll pins. 

The disassembly lever and slide stop lev¬ 
er are identical to the Beretta 92 series. Be 
careful. If you use a modified Weaver hold, 
your thumbs may find themselves over the 
long slide stop lever. Springloaded, but not 
connected to a barrel link, the slightest 
downward pressure will result in a failure to 
hold open after the magazine’s last round 
has been fired. 

The magazine release button, located 
where it belongs, just to the rear of the 
trigger guard, can be moved from the left to 
the right side of the frame for left-handed 
shooters. Empty magazines fall freely away 
when ejected. 

Safety systems on the PT 92 AF are as 
follows: 1) There is a half-cock position, of 
no use except to horse-mounted cavalry 
troops. 2) The firing pin is inertial. 3) The 
ambidextrous manual safety is frame 
mounted and as on the original Beretta 
Model 92, it blocks the sear. The 92SB-F’s 
slide-mounted safety rotates the firing pin 
out of alignment and also acts to drop the 
hammer if engaged when the pistol is 

Continued on page 92 



Taurus PT 92 AF pistol, disassembled. 

Locking block used on the Taurus has been 
taken from that of the German WWII P-38. 
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SOFT & E 


Belgium’s Compact Carbine 

FNC 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


M ATURITY of a system — as I’ve 
said before — usually 
determines its reliability. And if 
there’s a senior system for cranking 
out the tools of war, it’s in Liege. 

Liege, an old French-speaking city 
in eastern Belgium, has been selling 
weapons to foreign belligerents since 
the Middle Ages. In 1889 a group of 
Liege armsmakers formed a syndicate 
called Fabrique NationaJe d’Armes de 
Guerre (National Manufactory of 
Weapons of War). They immediately 
entered into a contract to supply the 
Belgian government with 150,000 
Model 1889 Mauser rifles. They’ve 
been busy plying their trade ever 
since. True to their calling, these 
unbiased merchants have often 
supplied weapons and/or designs to 
opposing sides. A most recent 
example was the Falklands fracas: 
Brits and Argies merrily blew each 
other away with FN’s Browning 
Hi-Power pistols, FN FAL rifles and 
MAG 58 GPMGs. 

In 1963 FN began development of 
a 5.56x45mm rifle in anticipation of 
that caliber’s adoption by most 
NATO countries. The rifle was 
introduced in 1966 as the FN CAL 
(Carabine Automatique Legere = 
Light Automatic Carbine). 

It was gas operated in the manner 
of the FAL. A unique 
double-interrupted thread on the bolt 
head locked behind a similar thread 
on the barrel extension when the bolt 
was rotated. The recoil spring was 
wrapped around the short-stroke 
piston to permit any type of butt 
configuration. The trigger 
mechanism, patterned after that of 
the Ml Garand, provided both 
full-automatic fire and a three-shot 


burst control. Upper and lower 
receivers, as well as the forearm, 
were sheet-metal pressings and there 
was a hold-open device. The bolt, 
carrier and piston were machined 
from steel bar-stock. Screw-threaded 
to the upper receiver, the barrel was 
held in place by a lock nut dropped 
down from the muzzle and threaded 
onto a cone on the front of the 
receiver. 

All in all, the FN CAL was a very 
smart-looking piece. It reeked quality. 
It had the FN FAL mystique. And it 
was a dismal failure. During trials 
conducted in France between 1971 
and 1974, the CAL’s deficiencies 
erupted. Expensive to manufacture, 
difficult to disassemble and properly 
maintain, the CAL’s life expectancy in 
simulated combat proved all too 
short. The project was abandoned, 
and a small quantity of 
semiautomatic-only samples were 
sold in the United States. 

Within two years, FN designers 
patched together another effort, 
called the FNC ( Fabrique NationaJe 
Carabine ), just in time to enter the 
Swedish arms tests in 1976. This 
time around, FN stressed simplicity 
and reliability. And what better to 
emulate for these attributes than the 
works of Mikhail Timofeyevich 
Kalashnikov? The result is much 
easier to disassemble and maintain, 
usually reliable and far less expensive 
to fabricate. Some have suggested 
that FN’s goal was to design a rifle 
that could be easily produced by 
Third World countries under the 
usual license-to-manufacture 
agreement. Nonsense. FNC’s cost 
effectiveness has been achieved 
through extensive use of investment 


castings, CNC (computer numerical 
control) machinery, robot welding 
and hammer-forged barrels. Making 
an FNC takes 421 machine and 98 
manual operations. None of this 
equipment — or the technology 
required to employ it — is available 
to any Third World country on this 
planet. Furthermore, FN and Colt 
have been burnt badly in recent years 
by license-to-manufacture agreements 
with producers in the Far East who 
have badly abused their relationship. 

Most of its components are finished 
with semigloss black baked enamel. 
This excellent rust-resistant surface 
works well in tropical climates and it 
also masks minor blemishes. 

The gas-operated FNC fires from a 
closed bolt. Mounted above the 
barrel, the gas cylinder has six ports 
1.5 inches behind the barrel’s gas 
vent. At the end of that short stroke, 
all gases escape the cylinder when 
the piston head passes those exhaust 
ports. A handle welded to the rear of 
the gas cylinder rotates the cylinder, 
opening and closing a small port in 
the gas block. When the adjustment 
handle is rotated to the left, this gas 
block port is exposed and a small 
amount of the propellant gases 
escape before the piston begins its 
rearward travel. This is the “normal” 
operating position. Under adverse 
conditions, the gas cylinder can be 
rotated to the right which covers the 
gas block port and re-directs this 
extra volume of gas onto the piston 
face: nice feature but seldom required 
in this caliber. 

Provision for launching grenades 
with ballistite (blank) ammunition is 
provided in the form of a sheet-metal, 
flip-up, combination grenade 
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sight/gas valve called the alidade. 

The alidade is mounted to the gas 
block/front sight assembly. When 
pivoted up to the vertical position the 
alidade axis turns to close the gas 
vent. Then all gases propel the 
grenade. (Of course, when all 
propellant gases bypass the gas 
system, the weapon does not cycle 
and the bolt must be retracted 
manually.) Once this sheet-metal 
switch is pulled upright, it acts as a 


TOP: Firing the FNC rifle. 

ABOVE: Upper receiver markings, rear 
sight and selector. 

crude V-notch sight which must be 
aligned with the nose of the rifle 
grenade and the target. 

The piston head is welded to a 
hollow extension which contains the 
front portion of the recoil spring and 
guide rod assembly. The piston 


extension is pinched in the center and 
pierced by a hole which retains a 
roll-pin on the end of the guide rod. 
The piston head and extension, as 
well as the gas port block, barrel 
bore and chamber, are hard-chrome 
plated by an automated process 
developed by FN. A sheet-metal 
backplate is attached to the rear of 
the guide rod. Three robot welds 
have been used to mount the bolt 
carrier to the piston extension. 

Another roll-pin holds the firing pin 
in place on the bolt carrier and a 
3-inch firing-pin spring fits tightly 
over the pin itself. Patterned after the 
Kalashnikov system, the rotary bolt 
has two locking lugs which run in 
guide rails welded onto the upper 
receiver walls and the feed lug on the 
bottom of the bolt head drives the 
magazine’s top round into the 
chamber. Rotary movement is begun 
and primary extraction is provided by 
a small lug on top of the bolt head. 

A double roll-pin retains the 
extractor to the bolt head. I don’t like 
this feature. Extractors take a lot of 
stress in selective-fire weapons. They 
break — usually when no armorer is 
present. The operator should be able 
to replace this component himself, 
without special tools. FN has now 
corrected this problem by changing 
the extractor attachment to a single 
roll-pin. This allows freer extractor 
movement and easier repair. 
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A stud on the bolt body moves in 
the carrier’s cam track and rotates 
the bolt into the locked and unlocked 
positions. The retracting handle fits in 
a hole on the right side of the bolt 
carrier. It has a thin stem and it 
appears to me that severed kicks with 
the heel of a combat boot would bend 
it. Canted slightly upward, it can be 
retracted with the left hand, but not 
quite as conveniently as that of the 
Galil. 

A fixed ejector is riveted to the 
upper receiver above the rear of the 
magazine well and it puts one hell of 
a dent in the empty case (of no 
consequence to military users). 
Marked with the weapon’s serial 
number, the upper receiver body is of 
robot welded, sheet-metal 
construction. An ejection port and 
retracting handle slot are cut into the 
right side and a peculiar 
six-component dust cover is mounted 
over the rear portion of the cocking 
handle’s slot. Spring-loaded, it 
remains closed at all times. In my 
opinion, its primary function is to 
mesmerize observers, as it 
continuously oscillates open and 
closed in a strange elliptical pattern 
during burst-fire sequences. Ejecting 
cases frequently spring back to scuff 
the dust cover and receive a second 
dent. 

The upper receiver is also welded to 
the barrel extension block. In turn the 
barrel is threaded to the extension 
and held in place by a heavy lock nut. 
Two barrel lengths are available: 19.1 
and 15.8 inches (including the flash 
suppressor). Hammer forged, with six 
grooves, right-hand twists of either 
1:12 or 1:7 can be ordered. Twelve 
ports arranged in four rows of three 
surround the barrel’s muzzle device. 
Tapped at an angle to the bore’s axis, 
these ports throw gas forward to 
propel rifle grenades and also to 
slightly moderate muzzle climb. The 
FNC’s effective flash eliminator (taken 
directly from the FN FAL series) 
accepts the current hollow-handle 
FAL bayonet. A blank-firing adapter is 
available as well as an optional lug 
attachment to take the U.S. M7 
bayonet. Rotating a full 360 degrees, 
the front sling swivel is attached to 
the barrel by two snap rings. 

Annular ribs around the barrel in 
back of the sling swivel are used to 
attach a lightweight cast-aluminum 
bipod. Nonadjustable, the bipod offers 
a command height of 11 inches. It’s 
sturdy and quite superior to the 
flimsy bipod supplied with the 
Ml 6-series rifles. However, it costs 
$78.43 and cannot be folded against 
the handguards. 

Ergonomically pleasing handguards 
effectively dissipate heat radiating 
from the barrel during burst-fire 


keep a knife blade or screwdriver 
handy for this purpose. 

Protective ears for the front sight 
have been machined into the gas 
block assembly. They contain a 
conventional round front sight post 
which can be adjusted for elevation 
zero with the same tool used for this 
purpose on the M249 SAW (FN 
Minimi). The rear sight assembly has 
been welded to the end of the upper 
receiver body. Inside its protective 
ears is a flip-type sight with two 
apertures marked 400 and 250 
meters, respectively. It can be 
adjusted for windage zero, but only by 
means of a special tool or pair of 
pliers. I don’t like that. I suppose 
people who think soldiers are too 
stupid to zero their own rifles will. 

A notch on top of the barrel 


TOP: FNC with Thermold magazine 
recently adopted by Canadian Armed 
Forces. 


ABOVE: Firing the FNC off the bipod. 


sequences. A sheet-metal ventilated 
heat shield is riveted to each plastic 
handguard with six brass nails. A 
large rib, molded into the front end of 
the plastic handguard, prevents the 
support hand from sliding onto the 
heat shield. That’s neat. But 
removing these handguards is only 
slightly less irritating than 
disassembling those on the M16A1. 
Since they are retained in the rear by 
a sheet-metal barrel collar, you are 
supposed to force the handguards’ 
front retaining clip out of its notches 
with your thumb. You’d do better to 
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extension block and a fork in front of 
the rear sight accommodate a scope 
mount of rather unusual design. The 
mount, which costs $101.96, will 
accept optics configured to NATO 
specifications, such as the FN 
4x28mm scope (suggested retail price 
is $638.92, actually manufactured by 
the now-defunct Hensoldt company). 
This superb piece of glass carries a 
reticle used by the German military 
ever since World War I. Although 
never popular in the United States, 
the single, thick, pointed post at the 
bottom of the field of view with 
horizontal side bars and stadia lines 
excels in subdued light and permits 
faster target acquisition than 
standard crosshairs. A special 
Steyr-manufactured NATO-type rail 
can be substituted with SSG rings so 
that almost any scope you desire can 
be mounted. 

The lower receiver body is milled 
from aluminum alloy stock by 
computer numerical control (CNC) 



ABOVE LEFT: Spring-loaded dust cover 
over the retracting handle's slot 
oscillates In a strange elliptical pattern 
as the bolt travels back and forth. 

ABOVE: Piston extension attached to 
bolt carrier by robot welding. 

machinery. Slab-sided and ugly, there 
are machine marks all over its 
exterior surface that no thickness of 
paint can hide. 

Its magazine well is neither hared 
nor beveled. That’s bad. FN engineers 
have obviously never inserted a 
magazine under stress. Located on 
the right side, the magazine catch 
release button is under heavy spring 
pressure, but can be manipulated 
with the trigger finger. The catch 
system is similar to the M16’s. 

Constructed entirely of steel, the 
FNC 30-rd. magazine is sturdy and 
reliable — far more reliable than the 
M16 magazine. Since the FNC does 
not feature a hold-open device, these 


magazines — although they can be 
used in the M16 series — will not 
hold back the M16’s bolt after the 
last round has been fired. When the 
bolt flies forward into battery after 
the final round has been fired, the 
feed lug on its underside strikes the 
magazine follower, gouging its soft 
sheet-metal surface. Also 
disconcerting is the magazine’s 
fioorplate which can be pivoted 
inward about an inch, along with any 
amount of sand and/or debris you 
might want to pour into the 
magazine. Both 20- and 30-rd. M16 
magazines can be used in the FNC. 
Thirty- and 45-rd. Thermold plastic 
magazines, as adopted by the 
Canadian Armed Forces, will also 
function in the FNC, although they 
will not fall freely away when 
released. Those of us accustomed to 
buying cheap, used M16 magazines 
at local gun shows will wince at t \le 
$37.65 charge for spare FNC 
magazines, but you can never own 
too many magazines. 

The trigger mechanism remains the 
same as the old CAL. There are two 
spring-loaded sears — the rear sear is 
secondary. An auto safety sear in front 
holds the hammer at all times until 
locking has been completed. Pulling 
the trigger releases the hammer to fire 
a round. In semiautomatic fire the 
recoiling boh carrier is held back by 
the secondary sear. When the trigger is 
released, both sears move with it and 
the hammer is once more caught by 
the auto safety sear. Placing the 
selector lever on automatic locks the 
secondary sear so that it becomes 
inoperative. Each time the boh carrier 
goes into battery the auto safety sear 
releases the hammer. The cycle 
continues until the trigger is released 
and the hammer is once more 
captured by the primary sear. Cyclic 
rate in full-automatic fire is 625-700 
rpm. 

A removable three-shot burst 
mechanism is fitted inside the lower 
receiver. A three-tooth ratchet on this 
mechanism contacts a spring-loaded 
pawl on the hammer axis. When the 
selector lever is set to ‘3/ the 
secondary sear is retained by the rear 
of the ratchet device. The ratchet 
rotates with each round in the burst 
and after the third it slips off the 
secondary sear which moves forward to 
hold back the hammer. Unlike the 
mechanism on the M16A2, any 
interruption in the burst cycle will still 
result in another three-shot burst 
because the mechanism resets itself 
each time the trigger is released. Each 
three-shot burst lasts only two-tenths of 
a second, enhancing hit probability 
significantly. 

Semiautomatic-only versions of the 
FNC are distributed as “police 
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models” throughout the world. Those 
imported to the U.S. are marked, 
“CAL. 223 REM. SPORTER ,” since 
the 1968 Gun Control Act prohibits 
the importation of military small 
arms (the recently passed Dole 
amendment applies only to firearms 
manufactured before 1946). In 
addition to the deletion of the 
full-auto and three-shot burst modes 
and their respective selector 
markings, FNCs brought into the 
U.S. have other modifications to the 
trigger mechanism (including the 
absence of the auto safety sear) to 
inhibit their conversion to selective 
fire. In all other regards they are 
unaltered; for instance, these 
“sporters” can launch grenades. 

“Black” guns are not noted for 
crisp, light triggers. Yet, most 
production series M16s or AR15s will 
break cleanly at 6-7.5 lbs. That’s 
more than acceptable in a military 
rifle. The 10.5-pound-plus trigger pull 
weights commonly encountered on 
FNC rifles are not — by any 
reasonable standard. I don’t think I’m 
particularly trigger sensitive, but it’s 
mighty difficult to concentrate on the 
sight picture and breathing while 
pulling back on an immovable object. 

The selector lever is located on the 
left side just above the pistol grip. 
That’s exactly where it is on the FAL 
series and, like the FAL, only Plastic 
Man will be able to manipulate it 
with the thumb of the firing hand. 
Moving down from ‘S’ (safe) to ‘1* 
(semiautomatic) is not too difficult. 
But as for continuing onward to ‘3’ 
(three-shot burst, of course) and ‘A’ 
(automatic), or going back up to ‘S’ 

— forget it. You must use the support 
hand for this. 

The plastic pistol grip is right off 
the FAL series, so it accepts the FAL 
cleaning kit which consists of an oil 
bottle and brass cleaning tips with 
nylon pull-through. You get all this 
for a modest $26.35. Nice for 
appearance’ sake, but far more useful 

— and expensive — is the FNC 
combo tool at $43.56. This clever 
Walloon device can be used to scrape 
the interior of the gas block, gas 
vent, piston head and groove. It’s 
much faster than a Swiss Army knife, 
but you can’t peel mangoes with it in 
the Salvadoran bush. 

Either of the two FAL-series 
buttstocks are available for the FNC. 
The excellent rigid stock provides a 
superior firing platform, but 
somewhat more popular is the folding 
stock featured on the so-called 
“para” models. Collapsing to the 
right, the FN para buttstock is the 
most stable folding buttstock ever 
designed. The trade-off is that a 
spring-loaded latch on the support 
block must be moved to the left while 




ABOVE: FNC field-stripped. 

LEFT: Gas block and front sight with 
the grenade launching alidade in a 
partially upright position. 



ABOVE: FNC muzzle device patterned 
after that of the FN FAL accepts the 
FAL hollow-handle bayonet. 

BELOW: FAL Pistol grip cleaning kit 
and special FNC combo tool for 
cleaning the gas system. 
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FNC ASSAULT RIFLE SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber.......... <;.. 5.56x45mm NATO. 


Operation ....... + ... Gas. Two-position adjustable regulator with alidade 

and gas cut-off for grenade launching. Short-stroke 
piston. Kalashnikov-type rotary bolt. Fires from the 
closed-bolt position. 

Cyclic rate.. 625-700 rpm. Also has three-shot burst mechanism. 

Feed mechanism .... 30-rd. staggered box magazine. No hold-open. Also 
accepts 20- and 30-rd. M16 magazines. 

Weight, empty....... 8.4 lbs. (para model w/19.1-inch barrel). 

Barrel.. Six grooves with a right-hand twist of either one turn in 

12 inches or one turn in 7 inches. FAL-type flash 
suppressor. Chrome-lined bore and chamber. 

Barrel length, w/flash 

suppressor ......... 19.1 and 16.5 inches (military short barrel: 15.8 inch¬ 
es). 

Sights.. Round front sight post of the M16 type with protective 


ears; adjustable for elevation zero only. Flip-type 
peep aperture rear sight with protective ears; 400- 
and 250-meter apertures; adjustable for windage 
zero. 

Accessories.. Bipod, $78.43; hollow-handle FAL bayonet, $89; pistol 

grip cleaning kit, $26.35; combo tool, $43.56; sling, 
$37; spare magazines, $37.65; scope mount, 
$101.96; 4x28mm scope, $683.92; and blank-firing 
attachment. 

Price..Semiautomatic-only versions with 19.1-inch barrel: 

standard model (rigid stock), $729; para model (fold¬ 
ing stock), $760. 

Status............. „. In production. Adopted by the Armed Forces of Sweden 


and Indonesia. 

Manufacturer... Fabrique Nationale, Branche Defense et Securite, B- 

4400, Herstal, Belgium. 

Distributor .......... Gun South, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 129, Trussville, 

AL 35173. 


the stock is simultaneously pushed 
down out of the support block and 
then folded up against the receiver. 
The same process must be repeated 
to re-extend the stock and some may 
find this confusing. Two light alloy 
tubes are fitted to a heavier alloy 
buttplate. The upper tube is plastic 
coated for comfort in both arctic and 
tropical environments. It’s all a bit 
too short for me. 

Eyelets for sling attachment to the 
para models are provided on top of 
the buttplate (an excellent location) 
and on the left side of the support 
block, presumably for use of a sling 
with the stock folded. At the end of 
the web sling is a spring-loaded snap 
hook for rapid attachment to one 
position or the other. On the 
standard rigid buttstock the sling 
swivel is located in the conventional, 
but less useful, bottom position. 

So, what does all this add up to? 
With the 19.1-inch barrel, all 121 
components of the para model weigh 
8.4 lbs., without the magazine. 

Heavy, by today’s standards. Overall 
length of this version is 38.9 inches 
with the stock extended and 29.9 
inches folded. 


The FNC is a sturdy and reliable 
performer. I have fired thousands of 
rounds through two selective-fire 
specimens and two 
semiautomatic-only “sporters” 
without a single stoppage whenever 
FN magazines were used. Although 
hefty, its handling characteristics are 
excellent. Felt recoil is very low. Its 
handguards are the best of any 
assault rifle and significantly 
contribute to the operator’s ability to 
acquire targets quickly. The ejection 
pattern is quite erratic and varies 
from three feet to the right at 90 
degrees to 50 feet at 30 degrees to 
the right of the muzzle. 

FN barrels exhibit outstanding 
accuracy potential. I recently had 
three FN M249 SAW barrels 
air-gauged and they were very close 
to match grade. This attribute is 
unfortunately muted in the FNC by 
the extremely heavy trigger pull. 
Because of this, 1 have never fired a 
group smaller than six MOA with any 
of these rifles. Nevertheless, the hit 
potential remains above average 
when the three-shot burst device is 
employed in snap-shooting exercises. 

Ease of maintenance has been 


improved by a considerable margin 
over the earlier FN CAL. To 
disassemble the FNC, first remove 
the magazine and clear the weapon. 
Push the rear retaining pin from the 
left to the right as far as it will go. 
Pivot the upper receiver away from 
the lower group. Push out the front 
retaining pin and separate the upper 
and lower receivers. Both of these 
pins are captive and are held in the 
lower receiver body by a snap spring. 
Pull the retracting handle to the rear, 
lift up the dust cover and pull out the 
handle: The bolt group can then be 
withdrawn out the rear of the upper 
receiver. Press in on the recoil 
spring’s backplate and rotate it 90 
degrees to the right or left. Pull the 
spring and guide rod out of the piston 
extension’s hollow. Rotate the bolt 
body until its cam clears the carrier’s 
track and remove it. Current 
firing-pin springs have a crimped end 
to prevent their inadvertent loss. 
Remove the handguards in the 
manner previously described. Rotate 
the gas cylinder to the left until the 
thumb piece is past the normal 
setting and perpendicular with the 
upper receiver’s barrel block. Push 
the gas cylinder to the rear and lift 
away from the gas block. I suggest 
no further disassembly be attempted. 

The barrel extension is difficult to 
reach and clean, but no more so than 
the Ml6. After cleaning, lubricate the 
receiver guide rails, bolt locking lugs, 
barrel extension locking recesses and 
recoil spring with either LSA, white 
lithium grease or PARR All Weather 
Weapons Lube (A.R.M.S., Dept. SOF, 
230 W. Center Street, W. 

Bridgewater, MA 02379). G-96 in an 
aerosol spray will do for the rest. Do 
not lubricate the piston, interior of 
the gas cylinder or gas block. 
Re-assemble in the reverse order. 
Make sure the grenade launching 
sight is vertical when you re-install 
the handguards. 

Semiautomatic-only versions of the 
FNC are distributed in the U.S. by 
Gun South, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. 

Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173). The 
charging U.S. dollar and sagging 
U.S. sales have dropped the 
suggested retail price of these rifles 
by $335 over the past three years. 

The standard model with rigid 
buttstock now sells for $729 and the 
para for $760. This price puts them 
in line with the Colt AR15A2, but the 
gun itself is not as good as the Colt. 

Only Indonesia and Sweden have 
adopted the FNC. Members of the 
Assault-Rifle-of-the-Month Club (like 
myself) will have to put an FNC in 
their racks. But it’s not my choice for 
humping the bush. Too heavy and not 
quite up to the usual FN standards of 
user-oriented excellence. ^ 
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S MASH! The Salvadoran Naval Com¬ 
mando sergeant slugged me in the fore¬ 
head with the butt of his open hand. My 
head snapped back and my eyes opened. I 
had been sleep-walking and drifted from the 
Indian file of Salvadoran recruits. 

“Get back in line and stay awake!” 
shouted the muscular sergeant. 

That would be difficult. We were in our 
second night of “Los Tres Dias de Infier- 
no,” or The Three Days of Hell — 72 hours 
without sleep, subjected to the utmost 
physical rigor and psychological stress. It 
was the last test to become a Naval Com¬ 
mando — the Salvadoran version of Amer¬ 
ican Navy SEALs or Marine Force Recon. 

Sarge meant business. He held a hickory 
stick over his head ready to whip me if I did 
not obey. His silhouette in the bluish glow 
of the pier’s lamps was that of a swashbuck¬ 
ler, and this Latin Errol Flynn was not about 
to spare the rod and spoil this veteran war 
correspondent who in one more day would 
become the first gringo to complete Salva¬ 
doran Basic Training. My ass already had 
too many welts. Hunched under a knapsack 
stuffed with a 50-lb. sandbag and a couple 
rocks, I staggered back into line. 

In 1982, the Salvadoran Navy decided a 
Naval Commando force would be better 
suited to fighting an insurgency than con¬ 
ventional Marine formations. (The Navy 
now believes a Marine battalion is essential, 
too, and started training one last February.) 
In August of that year, the Naval Comman¬ 
do unit was formed with 60 men just back 
from infantry training at Fort Benning or 
Panama. Today the Naval Commandos 
number 330 men, including 12 frogmen, 90 
base security troops and 110 men who reg¬ 
ularly man the weapons aboard Piranhas 
and other high-speed patrol boats. 

Their training is no cakewalk. They 
spend a couple of months in basic, then do 
constant special training and re-training in 
patrolling, recon techniques, infiltration, 
ambushes, small boat handling, beach land¬ 
ings, explosives and demolitions. Every¬ 
thing is taught by U.S. and Salvadoran in¬ 
structors at the Military Training Center at 
Punta Ruca Naval Base at the eastern port 
city of La Union. Physical fitness and en¬ 
durance are stressed beyond nearly all other 
concerns. These guys will have to be able to 
hack it in the sea, swamps and deep bush. 

Lieutenant Marco Palacios, the only Sal¬ 
vadoran to graduate from the prestigious 
Naval School of Venezuela and the Basic 
Underwater Demolition/SEAL Training 
School at Coronado Island, California, has 
commanded the First Company light infan¬ 
try unit of the Naval Commandos since 
January 1985. He explained the hardships 
his men regularly face in the Salvadoran 
Indian Country of the coastal mangrove 
swamps. Commandos are subjected to long 
forced marches without food, hours in open 
boats under blazing sun and torrential 
downpours — not to mention long-distance 
swims. 

The brutal training program for the Naval 
Commandos has paid dividends in combat. 


In April of this year, a commando ambush 
wiped out a six-man guerrilla unit, includ¬ 
ing three rebel comandantes (see 4 ‘El Salva¬ 
dor’s Naval Commandos,” SOF, October 
’85). The Naval Commandos’ success is 
another example of the positive impact 
American military trainers have had in El 
Salvador. 

But to really know how tough it is to 
become a Salvadoran Naval Commando, 
you have to suffer through the Basic Naval 
Commando Course — two months of tor¬ 
ture designed to separate the men from the 
boys. As many as 50 percent of the candi¬ 
dates have washed out in some cases, 
according to Lt. Palacios. And it is not just a 
question of surviving the course, but one of 
real survival — emerging alive with every¬ 
thing intact. “A course usually has one 
death or serious injury,” said one crusty 
veteran. 

Well, I would get my chance to see if I 
could survive. On the night of 15 April, I 
took a bunk with the other 25 Commando 
candidates in the well-swept veranda of the 
First Company barracks. They were a 
young, enthusiastic gang eager to start the 
course in the morning. But otherwise, they 
were not typical of past basic training 
groups. 

Except for four or five men who had 
already served at least two years in the 
amiy, they were peasant farmers fresh from 
the fields without any military experience. 
Usually, due to Navy preference, most of 
the candidates trying out for the Naval Com¬ 
mandos are Army veterans who want the 
challenge and prestige that this elite force 
bestows on its men. However, late last 
February 50 Naval Commandos — over a 
third of the unit — were incorporated into 
the new Marine battalion which began train¬ 
ing that month. The emergency shortage of 
Commandos obliged the Navy high com¬ 
mand to accept a higher percentage of 
greenhorns in a crash course. We would 
cram two months of training into an intense 
one-month program — a daily routine of 
classroom theory or field practice sand¬ 
wiched by strenuous exercise first thing in 
the morning and just before dinner with 
occasional field maneuvers at night. 

“Ah, it can’t be that bad,” mused a 
short, skinny recruit. “A month will go 
fast. Easy.” That notion was quickly dis¬ 
pelled in the morning. At 0430 a screaming 
sergeant and corporal roused us from bed 
popping smoke grenades. “Two minutes to 
get your ass on the dock, old hags!” the 
sergeant barked. Choking on the red smoke, 
teary-eyed, we struggled into our shorts, 
T-shirts and tennis shoes. Tough NCOs 
kicked the slow-pokes. Still sleepy, we ran 
like drunks stumbling over each other to the 
wharf. 

We spread out at arm’s length in three 
rows perpendicular to the oil-black Gulf of 
Fonseca. The silhouette of a living hulk 
appeared in the bluish glow of the pier’s 
lamps. It was an American adviser. U.S. 
Navy SEAL Petty Officer Stu (his name is 
changed for security reasons) would lead us 


With smoke, flare and 
radio, Naval Commandos 
learn that communications is 
one of their best weapons 
against the Gs. 
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through morning PT the whole course. He 
inspected us one by one. The recruits shook 
in their sneakers as the muscular, golden¬ 
haired instructor, dressed in gym clothes, 
snarled and grunted at them. “So you’re the 
Soldier of Fortune reporter?” he asked me 
in a thick northeastern accent. 

“Yes, sir,” was all I could think of to 
say. 

“I’d appreciate it if you don’t take my 
picture or use my name,” he said. “We’re 
in a delicate situation.” The Salvadoran 
guerrillas have declared that U.S. military 
personnel and their allies (including SOF 
members) are high-priority targets. The 
guerrillas assassinated one SEAL in 1983, 
Lieutenant Commander Albert Schaufel- 
berger. And late last June they killed four 
off-duty U.S. Marine embassy guards and 
two American businessmen in a cold¬ 
blooded outdoor cafe massacre. 

I assured the adviser that I would not 
photograph him, nor mention his real name. 
He still appeared wary of this bespectacled 
young journalist. After all, when he thought 
of the press, he thought of the Washington 
Post and New York Times. 

Stu led us through an hour of rigorous 
calisthenics. I should say rigorous for us. It 
was a breeze for Stu; his bulging muscles 
barely glistened with sweat. There was al¬ 
ways some recruit out of synch, which 
pissed Stu off. “No me chinga ” — don’t 
fuck me — he would scream when someone 
slacked off. “If you fuck me, more exer¬ 
cises.” On this first day I do not think we 
ragtag civilians could have done exercises 
in sychronization if our lives depended on 
it. Our half-hour of running after calisthen¬ 
ics was not too smooth, either. Several re¬ 
cruits and I tangled legs leaping a culvert 
and took a big tumble. I severely wrenched 
my knee which I had ripped up in a high 
school wrestling accident years ago. But, by 
God, I was determined not to let an injury 
keep me from completing this course and 
got off my ass pronto to limp on. I wanted to 
show the Salvos what gringos are made of. 

Back in the barracks there was no ice for 
my knee, just the cold water in the dirty 
showers where we washed our sweaty 
bodies alongside the veterans. It was easy to 
tell who was a vet and who was a recruit. 
The vets were muscular and broad-chested. 
We were scrawny punks. We had 10 min¬ 
utes to shower, dress in cammies, shine our 
boots and report for formation. 

Sergeant Martinez met us in formation. 
Throwing out his brass chin, he barked us 
through close drill and marched us to mess 
hall. The Naval Commandos’ chow was 
lousy by American standards: rice and 
beans, tortillas, cream, maybe meat or eggs 
once in a while, along with sugary coffee or 
Kool-Aid. A health nut trying to watch his 
cholesterol intake would have a fit. Virtually 
everything was fried in pig lard. I lost my 
appetite. If it were not for the women cooks 
who gave me a little fish, chicken, or vegeta¬ 
bles every once in a while, I would have died 
of starvation. But the Commandos were con¬ 
tent with the diet. In fact, some said one 


Impromptu wrestling matches further test 
Commando candidates during the last hours 
of Three Days of Hell. 

reason they joined the Commandos was that 
Navy food was better than the Army’s. 

After breakfast we met Cadet Duran. 
This young Desi Amaz look-alike would be 
in charge of us the first week. He was tough, 
but fair. When he caught us napping there 
was no screeching and insults. No, he just 
made us run to the dock’s 20mm cannon 300 
meters away and back again. 

Given the course’s history of deaths and 
injuries, the first day’s classes were dedi¬ 
cated solely to first aid. It was a good thing, 
for we would have to nurse our cuts and 
bruises from two hours of crawling through 
sewers strewn with broken glass, rolling 
over gravel and walking backward on our 
hands over hot concrete that afternoon. And 
I thought afternoon’s PT was going to be 
easier than morning’s because there 
wouldn’t be a gringo instructor. Dream on. 

The workouts increased in intensity. I felt 
excruciating pain in my legs. My knee was 
swollen like a football. My thighs were taut 
and tender. Everyone was hurling. Our soft 
bodies were not accustomed to the immedi¬ 
ate shock of brutal exercise. It showed in 
morning PT. We creaked like the Tin Man. 

“Forget pain, fuck pain,” shouted Stu, 
grabbing one grimacing recruit by the T- 
shirt. “Press harder. Have heart. Never give 
up! Commandos never give up!” We were 
terribly sloppy. “Work together,” bellowed 
Stu. “When you’re out in the field, you’ll 
have to depend on each other. Sergeant Stu is 
not going to be there to save you.” Stu said 
the last sentence through gnashing teeth. He 
is a top-notch professional. 

Our American trainer typified the dedica¬ 
tion of all the fine U.S. military trainers in 
El Salvador, regularly working 16-hour 
days with his Naval Commandos whom he 
had grown not only to respect, but love. His 
sense of professionalism told him he should 


be with his men in the field, observe their 
performance, correct their errors. But Con¬ 
gress and domestic U.S. politics say not. It 
is a frustrating, perhaps illogical restraint 
for America’s advisers, especially consider¬ 
ing the fact that as many as 2,000 Cuban 
military advisers in neighboring Nicaragua 
can lead communist Sandinista troops in 
combat against our Democratic Resistance 
allies there. 

Stu was disgusted with our sloppiness. ‘ ‘To 
the sea,” he shouted. “Roll around in the 
slime. ’ ’ This set an unpleasant precedent. Vir¬ 
tually every day we would take our ‘‘bath” for 
the slightest fuck-up. At least dripping muddy 
brine in the cold morning breeze momentarily 
took our minds off our sore bodies, if you can 
call that a consolation. 

From day one the recruits complained 
about their aches and pains. Lt. Palacios, 
the First Company commander, spoke to us 
about this subject at company formation in 
the morning. If you wanted sympathy from 
Lt. Palacios for minor injuries, forget it. 
The hard-driving officer had successfully 
weathered U.S. Navy SEAL Hell Week so 
he knew what it was all about. He suffered 
for his physical achievements, and he ex¬ 
pected the same of his men. 

“The guerrillas suffer,” said the lieuten¬ 
ant in a deep voice. “We have to suffer 
more. We operate in small groups of eight to 
15 men — not companies, nor battalions — 
in a sea of guerrillas. We have to be more 
prepared. I know you suffer fungal infec¬ 
tions, blisters, bruises, but it’s necessary. 
How can you take a gunshot wound, if you 
can’t stand a scratch?” 

The recruits feared Lt. Palacios, but they 
respected and admired him. When he left 
after formation they eased up. Spirits were 
high. It was to be our first day at the rifle 
range: M16 familiarization fire. Of course, 
this was old hat for me and the four or five 
veterans in our course. Still it always feels 
good to pop caps. 

It feels better to blast away at the com- 
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mies. Ironically, the 18-year-old veteran Ti¬ 
ger and 1 had blasted away at the Gs in 
Morazan province a year ago (see “The 
Taking of El Tablon,” SOF, November 
*84). The veterans in our course were in an 
ironic position. God knows they did not 
need another basic training course. 

In fact, the blond-haired, blue-eyed Tiger 
and another vet had already served as many 
as seven months with a special naval light 
infantry recon unit, now defunct, and par¬ 
ticipated in numerous naval commando op¬ 
erations. Just 10 days ago Tiger had pound¬ 
ed the hell out of guerrilla positions near El 
Espino beach with a 60mm mortar (see “El 
Salvador’s Naval Commandos,” SOF, 
October ’85). But the nickname of Tiger’s 
comrade from the dissolved recon unit said 
it all: Diploma. Protocol requires one to 
pass the Basic Naval Commando Course 
before officially becoming a Commando — 
the rigorous training program of Tiger and 
Diploma’s former recon unit could not act 
as a substitute. But the vets did not grumble 
at the rules. They relished their leadership 
roles and were an inspiration to everyone. 

On the evening of 27 April, we divided 
into two 13-man groups for war games. I 
was given the privilege of commanding one 
group. Crawling on our bellies under the 
cloak of darkness, we sneaked passed the 
other group’s sentries and surprised the 
squad huddled in reunion. If they had been 
Gs, we would have massacred them. 

Back at the barracks, we ribbed the other 
squad mercilessly as a ghetto-blaster blared 
pop music. Nearly naked recruits, sitting 
beside me on a bunk, the orange glow of 
their cigarettes punctuating the darkness, 
asked me to translate the lyrics of the Amer¬ 
ican and English songs into Spanish. I 
happily obliged and they moved their shad¬ 
owy faces close to hear my translation over 
the din of the music. 

During the first days of May, we fired 
M60 machine guns and practiced fire and 
movement. But guerrilla wars are not won 
with military might alone. You have to win 
the hearts and minds of the people, too. The 
communists exploited excesses by govern¬ 
ment troops to swell their ranks to a peak 
10,000 combatants in the early 1980s, 
according to a Western diplomat who 
wishes to remain anonymous. Now, com¬ 
munist fighting strength has fallen to around 
6,000 men, the same source estimates. One 
reason for this has been an aggressive Salva¬ 
doran armed forces campaign , supported by 
the Reagan administration, to stop human 
rights abuses by government troops. 

Top priority in this effort has gone to 
educating soldiers about the treatment of 
prisoners. In the afternoon, we sat cross- 
legged in the shade of a mango tree and 
listened to a lecture on this subject. 

“We have to follow the rules of the Gene¬ 
va Convention,” said Cadet Carlos Omar 
Salinas. “The guerrillas are human beings 
also. They have the capacity to think. They 
feel pain just like us. They bleed just like us. 
They have families like we do. If we treat 
our prisoners well, they will be more likely 


Salvo Naval Commando training includes 
drill in scuba technique and equipment. 


to surrender.” The recruits nodded their 
heads in agreement. “But don’t be mis¬ 
taken,” continued the tall, bespectacled 
cadet. “The guerrillas are nothing more 
than bloody, son-of-a-bitch terrorists, 
murderers and thieves. In one firefight they 
captured a wounded Commando, a good 
friend of mine. And I know for a fact that 
they tortured him to death because he was a 
sergeant.” 

It would be hard for Cadet Salinas to 
pardon the guerrillas, but he is a profession¬ 
al soldier and his duty takes precedence over 
his personal craving for vengeance, even if 
it meant saving his friend’s killers for inter¬ 
rogation. “After all, if they killed the hijo 
de puta f you wouldn’t get any information 
from him,” said the budding officer with a 
shrug. Good point. 


After breakfast on 4 May we began a 
13-kilometer forced march to La Playita 
beach. This was not only a training exer¬ 
cise. Guerrillas had been spotted near La 
Playita a couple of days earlier, according to 
Lt. Palacios. Hunched under knapsacks 
bulging with at least 50 lbs. of rocks and 
sandbags, we divided into three nine-man 
groups and walked 10 meters apart along 
dirt roads, up and down parched hills 
choked with dry brush, keeping a sharp eye 
out for the Gs. The sun blazed hot. Our 
heavy cammies were soaked with sweat. 
Smeared with black shoe polish, our faces 
itched. The paste streaked, stinging our 
eyes. 

At 1300 we arrived at La Playita. Small 
boys were playing soccer on its golden sand. 
Oyster vendors sat bored in their bamboo 
stands, sputtering about how guerrilla vio¬ 
lence had scared away the many beachgoers 
who would frequent their eateries in more 
peaceful days. Fishermen in outbcard-pow- 
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ered dugouts cast their nets into the pictur¬ 
esque Gulf of Fonseca. Under the partly 
clear sky you could see the lush green coast¬ 
lines of Honduras and Nicaragua across the 
warm, placid blue water. We climbed a hill 
and posted security. Cadet Salinas radioed 
the other two teams to join us and popped red 
smoke marking our location. 

The recruits complained about being hun¬ 
gry. “Oh, poor babies, you’re hungry,” the 
tough cadet softly replied, making an ex¬ 
pression of compassion like Mother There¬ 
sa. “Well, don’t worry. You’ll eat lunch all 
right.” His voice changed harsh. “Corpor¬ 
al, shoot a buzzard. We’re going to have 
lunch.” 

Fifteen minutes later a shot rang and the 
corporal returned with a big dead vulture. 
“Start plucking,” Cadet Salinas ordered 
with a devilish grin. It was a bitch. The 
strong filthy feathers stabbed our fingers, 
yet we yanked out every one. The corporal 
took the naked white bird to a peasant 
woman who would cook it. 

* ‘We’re not going to eat it, ’ ’ said a recruit 
with a dismissing hand-wave. “They just 
want to scare us. ” We chewed on the sugar¬ 
cane some young boys brought us and 
laughed to ourselves. But no one was 
laughing when the corporal returned with 
the barely roasted vulture. 

“Okay, eat,” ordered Cadet Salinas. The 
recruits were reluctant. “Eat!” Cadet Sali¬ 
nas shouted, raising a stick threateningly. 
The recruits — hospitable people that they 
are — gave me the privilege of taking the 
first bite. I chomped the raw, gritty flesh 
and a spurt of buzzard blood shot from my 
mouth. The flesh tasted like beef. This vul¬ 
ture must have scavenged many dead cows. 
Who knows how many human corpses’ 
bones this bird might have picked on the 
battlefields of this war-tom land, too? 
Seven Meals was next to try the cuisine. The 
dark-skinned recruit relished the “delica¬ 
cy.” He shook the buzzard in his mouth like 
a bird dog. Tiger and another recruit played 
along with the joke. They bit the buzzard 
hard and fought Seven Meals over it like 
rival hounds. 

“Hey, stop fucking around, and share 
with the others,” ordered Cadet Salinas. 
The rest of the recruits grimaced as they ate 
their bizarre lunch. The recruit who com¬ 
plained the most about being hungry 
seemed to have lost his appetite. He faked 
nibbling on the bones. Cadet Salinas caught 
him and forced him to eat the bloodiest 
piece. “I think I’m going to be sick,” said 
the recruit after glumly swallowing it. It was 
possible. Who knows how many trichina 
worms or typhoid germs this creature might 
be carrying. We wiped our blood-stained 
lips and washed down the meal’s rancid 
after-taste swilling water from our canteens. 
At 1600 we began the long hike home, 
arriving three and a half hours later. The 
recruits never complained about being hun¬ 
gry again for the rest of the course. 

After the midday siesta on 6 May, Stu 
taught us something new — how to swim 
with our hands and feet tied. The technique 



Salvo SEALs have many lessons to learn, 
including use of standard small arms, like 
this U.S.-made M60 GPMG. 


is simple: fill your lungs with air and curl 
into a cannon ball to float; arch your back 
quickly, lift your head from the water and 
kick hard butterfly style to propel yourself 
forward as well as breathe. The key is to 
stay calm. We prepared for the exercise 
without problems in the morning swimming 
in the sea with our feet, then only our hands 
tied. But when we plunged completely 
bound into the algae-covered pool on the 
grounds of a government institute, every¬ 
one, except me and a couple of recruits, 
thrashed in panic and sank like anchors. The 
Salvadoran NCOs, treading nearby, lifted 
the drowning pupils to the surface and sus¬ 
tained their heads above it. The terrified 
recruits coughed up water. They screamed 
to be taken from the pool. But Stu refused 
until they bobbed at least 12 times. The 
adviser re-emphasized the importance of the 
exercise afterward. 

“If you fall overboard and can’t move 
your arms or legs,” he said as we put on our 
T-shirts over our wet torsos, “you still have 
a chance to survive. ” During the last course 
a recruit drowned, strait-jacketed by his 
shirt. “Also if you’re captured and tied up, 
you can still escape if you get into water.” 

Stu was becoming very happy with our 
morning calisthenics. ‘ ‘This is the first time 
a course has done 150 eight-count body¬ 
builders,” he praised us. It was pure pain. 
But we were no longer the scrawny punks of 
three and a half weeks ago. We were now 
just as strong and muscular as the veterans. 
But we still had to pass the toughest test of 
all to finally become Naval Commandos: 
The Three Days of Hell — 72 hours without 
sleep, subjected to the utmost physical rigor 
and psychological stress. “It’s designed to 
show how much your body can take,” said 
Lt. Palacios. “We were going to make it 
five days like the American SEALs’ Hell 
Week, but we don’t have drugs or the reg¬ 
imen available to the SEALs.” We had to 
pass The Three Days of Hell on three meals 
of rice and beans a day without speed —just 
coffee. Only our will and recently gained 
physical strength would take us through hell 
to the Promised Land — a home in the First 
Company, Naval Commandos. 

The Three Days of Hell began at 0000 
May 9. Snarling NCOs roused us from our 
bunks and herded us into a small dirt bun¬ 
ker. We were wearing shorts and T-shirts 
and fire ants stung my legs mercilessly. But 
it tickled compared to the excruciating pain 
I would feel in a minute. A sergeant threw a 
couple of tear-gas grenades into our 
crowded hole and one burst on my knee, 
cutting the flesh with burning glass shards. 
Stinging white smoke immediately en¬ 
veloped us. We choked uncontrollably. My 
lungs were afire, my blinded eyes burning 
facets of tears. We clawed and kicked each 
other in panic trying to climb out. But the 
NCOs kept pushing us back into the hell 
hole with their staffs. Just when I thought I 
was going to die, the momentum of a des¬ 
perate surge by humans panicked into their 
most animalistic instincts for survival car¬ 
ried me from the would-be tomb to fresh 


life-sustaining air. The NCOs chased us into 
the sea. ‘ ‘Oh, sweet Jesus! ” I shouted every 
step of the way, praying the pain would 
disappear. The warm salt water was sooth¬ 
ing. Ironically, it would have stung my eyes 
if the tear gas were not burning them so 
badly. 

NCOs hustled us from the water and we 
formed on the wharf. Stu appeared like a 
phantom in the bluish glow of the pier’s 
lamps, wearing green battle fatigues, 
camouflage face paint, a green bandanna 
around his head buccaneer style and a 
crazed facial expession. His blue eyes 
twinkled like soft Christmas lights, but he 
was not going to give us any Christmas 
charity. 

“Everyone into the mud,” he shouted, 
thrusting his CAR-15 into the air with one 
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hand. We climbed carefully down slippery, 
barnacle-covered rocks and wallowed in the 
slime left by low tide. Some recruits cheated 
and lay on gravel in the shallow water. 
“Hey, you’re not muddy,” Stu scolded 
them when we returned to the wharf. “You 
have to do everything as a team. ’ ’ He sent us 
back into the slime. “Yeah, roll around in 
it. Put it in your hair. Smear it on your 
face.” This time briny goo completely cov¬ 
ered everyone when we returned to the 
dock. We were cold in the stiff breeze, but 
we warmed up doing calisthenics and run¬ 
ning back and forth the length of the wharf. 
The mud on our bodies caked fast. My hair 
felt like tarred straw. My skin itched as if it 
were swarmed by thousands of mosquitos. 

Five veterans of the First Company, who 
technically were not Naval Commandos be- 


Salt-slimc, seawater and PT don't excuse 
recruits from class: Here they learn 
camouflage theory from Cadet Salinas. 
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cause they had not passed their Three Days 
of Hell, had joined our course at midnight in 
a second chance to earn a diploma, but they 
dropped out not even an hour later. 

Stu ordered them to line up in front of us 
and shout, “We do not want to be Naval 
Commandos.” Still, the humiliation was 
not enough to make them change their 
minds and endure the 72 hours of abuse. 
They returned to the barracks as the NCOs 
jeered them. 

We bathed in the sea, then boarded two 
Avon rubber rafts, 12 men in one, 11 men in 
the other. We had rowing races until dawn. 
We heartily drove our paddles in the pitch 
black sea studded with the reflections of 
stars. My triceps were throbbing knots. 
Even though our boat had one fewer man, 
we always won due to good team work. 
When we were not rowing, much of the time 
we would carry the Avons on our heads in 
races over land. It was punishing. The 
heavy boats pounded our heads with each 
step, bruising our scalps and jarring every¬ 
thing from knees to necks. Tlie instructors 
would fight us when we carried the boats up 
steep mounds. Lt. Palacios would send us 
sprawling under the boat’s wet flabby 
weight with one push with his Herculean 
arms. Every day of The Three Days of Hell 
we would carry the boats to the barracks and 
shout to the veterans, “We’re not Comman¬ 
dos now, but we will be Commandos.” 

Two recruits were caught sleeping in a 
trench the first night. They were condemned 
to roll on the hot asphalt locked in each 
other’s arms for three hours in the morning. 
“The next time you fall asleep, you’re 
out,” shouted Cadet Salinas. They did not 
fall asleep again during the remainder of the 
three days. 

I had a hard time staying awake the next 
night. Sundown slowly came, but rest did 
not come with it. Fatigue hit me like a 
Tommy Hearns left hook. I literally had to 
hold my eyelids open with my fingers to 
stay awake while we walked three hours 
hunched under knapsacks stuffed with 50 
lbs. of rocks and sandbags. If not, I would 
have been beaten to a pulp by the no- 
nonsense NCOs who would nail us the mo¬ 
ment we nodded off. Not even rowing, nor 
rolling in the mud, could stop my craving 
for sleep. 

Crab-walks the following afternoon 
woke us up. Hot concrete blistered our 
hands so severely we could hardly hold 
them behind our heads when we walked like 
ducks and jumped like frogs immediately 
afterward. Fortunately, we could allow our 
hands to hang loose when we ran through La 
Union city at 2100. We would usually sing 
when we ran, but not now; we were too 
spaced out without sleep. 

A film of sea salt covered my eyeglasses 
and I lost the troop. It was like a slow- 
motion nightmare. In the hazy white glow 
of street lamps, I asked townspeople, who 
looked like mannequins, where the recruits 
ran. “That-a-way,” they would answer 
with frog-like voices. 

I would arrive at an intersection and see 



Sailors in combat boots, Naval Commandos 
are roughly equivalent in deployment to 
U.S. SEALs. 

the recruits turning the next comer. I would 
arrive there and see them turning another 
comer. It seemed I would never catch up 
with them. A devilish voice inside my head 
tempted me to rest. “Dream about some¬ 
thing pleasant,” it repeated over and over. 
Although my body cried for sleep, the Basic 
Naval Commando Course had become more 
than a story for me; I wanted that diploma so 
bad I could see it floating before my eyes in 
the darkness. I charged on, finally rejoining 
the recruits on their return to the base. 

The jukebox from the whorehouse across 
the road from the base was blasting “Like a 
Virgin.” Scuzzy, heavily made-up putas 
wiggled their tongues, inviting us to a good 
time. In my grogginess, their snaking 


tongues gave them the appearance of gar¬ 
goyles. Even recruits were too tired to shout 
passes like they usually do. They would 
have plenty of time for prostitutes on leave. 

We entered the base huffing and puffing. 
One husky recruit lapsed into catatonia. The 
sleep-drunk recruits laughed as Cadet Sali¬ 
nas waved his hand before their comrade’s 
stare. They did not realize the danger of 
catatonia. Cadet Salinas did, and hustled the 
recruit to the excellent care of the Naval 
Commandos’ crack medics. The recruit 
completely recovered in the morning. 

The rest of us had hardly a breather when 
Stu and three more burly U.S. SEALs 
snapped us through hundreds of pushups, 
sit-ups and eight-count bodybuilders, then 
sent us for a mud bath before our nightly 
round of rowing — which almost ended in 
tragedy at dawn. 

A large stingray stung Seven Meals in the 
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leg as he straddled a tubular gunwale of the 
other Avon and he collapsed into uncon¬ 
sciousness. His buddy carried him to a clin¬ 
ic where a couple of hours later, Lt. Palacios 
informed us, he had died. Seven Meals real¬ 
ly did not die; Lt. Palacios was playing head 
games to test our psychological mettle. We 
believed him, though, putting the swollen 
body of a sleeping Seven Meals into a pick¬ 
up truck for a trip to the hospital. It was a 
shock to see him resurrected the next day. 

The afternoon of the last day was the most 
enjoyable part of the course. We danced in 
the shade to the funny songs of an albino 
veteran, then traded jokes. In low tide, we 
competed in leap-frog races and wrestling 
matches of two-man teams riding piggy¬ 
back, then somersaulted in the briny slime. I 
gashed my knee on a rock. The salty goo 
burned my wound. I bit my lip to bear the 
pain. 

“Don’t worry,” said a recruit, chuck¬ 
ling. “The mud will stop the bleeding.” 
The American advisers also had a good 
sense of humor — but at our expense. 

“Hey, I’m your friend,” said a blond, 
mustachioed SEAL as we wallowed in the 
mud. “Yeah, you can call me Jack.” (The 
name is changed for security reasons.) 

“Yes, sir, captain,” we answered. 

“No, call me Jack. After all, aren’t we 
buddies?” 

“Yes, Jack,” we replied. 

“Hey, you’re calling your captain by his 
first name,” screamed Stu, throwing his 
arms in the air. “What a lack of respect. 
Everyone, pushups. Now!” 

Jack chuckled. “What’s my name?” said 
the U.S. Navy lieutenant who was called 
captain in the Salvadoran system of rank. 

“Captain, sir,” we answered, out of 
breath. 

“What? I told you to call me Jack. 
You’re insubordinate. Everyone, push¬ 
ups!” 

“Do you like cookies?” asked Stu with a 
devilish smile. I knew he was pulling some 
trick. 

“Yeah,” answered the recruits. 

“Good, we’ll make sugar cookies,” said 
Stu. He ordered us to roll in the mud, then in 
the sand. 

Stu could not resist singling me out for a 
joke. While we lay counting stars in the 
black of night, a Salvo NCO whispered in 
my ear that my uncle was calling long dis¬ 
tance. I believed him in my groggy state and 
started to walk to the nearest phone. 

“Hey, where’re you going, recruit?” 
shouted Stu. 

“To talk to my uncle, sir,” I replied. 

“No you’re not, recruit. You’re going to 
count stars. Now on your back,” Stu 
ordered, grinning. 

Probably the crudest joke was when the 
advisers formed us to supposedly count 
down the last seconds of the course. “Four. 
Three. Two,” we shouted, smiling. 

“Wait a minute, Stu,” intervened a hus¬ 
ky U.S. instructor. “Your watch is an hour 
fast.” 

“Ah, fuck,” said a disappointed recruit. 


After graduation these webfooted warriors 
patrol El Salvador’s borders with the sea. 

“This is never going to end.” 

For the last hour we did head-stands and 
lay counting stars. A Salvo sergeant threw a 
plastic plate of water into my face with 
velocity of a Nolan Ryan fast ball when he 
caught me drifting asleep. But we would be 
able to sleep soon. At midnight the course 
ended. The advisers gathered us in a circle 
and shook our hands. “Congratulations, 
men. You are now Naval Commandos,” 
they said. We were ecstatic and hugged 
each other. We huddled and put our hands 
together in the center, then shouted, “Com¬ 
mando,” several times. 

“Good job,” said Jack, slapping me on 
the back with a smile. “Come by sometime 
and I’ll buy you a beer.” We showered (the 
base water pump was finally fixed after we 
suffered without fresh running water for the 
last three days), then took a well-deserved 
snooze. 

According to the SEALs, this is the 
toughest basic training course in El Salva¬ 
dor. No other program there has The Three 
Days of Hell. Our class was exceptional. 
Twenty-three of 26 Commando candidates 
passed. And only two men dropped out be¬ 
cause of injuries. This is a remarkable 
accomplishment, considering the Salvador¬ 
an Navy has no obligatory hitch and its 
personnel can leave service whenever they 
wish, in contrast to the Army and Air Force 
which require their male members to serve 
two-year stints. It was a testament to our 
drive. 

Our graduation ceremony took place 14 
June. Under a sunny sky. Captain Villalta, 
wearing his formal, cream-colored dress 
uniform, presented us with the diplomas we 
struggled so hard to earn. 

“Commando Energico,” he said with a 
smile, shaking my hand, “it’s my pleasure 
to give you this diploma.” 

“Thank you, sir,” I replied. I was proud 
to be the only gringo to receive it. ^ 


Coveted diploma, awarded to few 
Salvadorans, and only one gringo: SOF’s 
Steve Salisbury. 


Hungry? Bloody buzzard tests the palate of 
the first gringo Naval Commando. 
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ARGENTINE 

ELITE 

Combined Special Ops in Las Malvinas 

by Captain Javier Aristu 
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Bundled against the South Atlantic chill, 
Argentine commandos pause during an 
operation. 
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The Falklands campaign is over, but the 
commandos are still the elite within the 
Argentine Army. 


During a lull in the action near Darwin, 
Argentine commandos pose for photos in 
front of their helicopter. 


British victory over Argentina in the war 
for the Falklands put those tiny islands in the 
South Atlantic on the map for everyone to 
see. But they had played an important part 
in British/Argentine relations for many 
years and a confrontation between the two 
nations had been brewing for some time. On 
2 April 1982 foreign policy maneuvering 
had proved futile and the Argentine Army 
sent its troops to occupy the defenseless 
islands — a scenario that the British had 
feared for over a century . 

Argentina had claimed the islands — they 
called them the Malvinas — since 1770 , 
when Argentina was still under Spanish 
rule. Britain didn 7 see things that way and 
has kept a small military presence in the 
Falklands since 1771. 

Because the U.S. government came out 
in support of the British during the crisis , 
it f s only natural that the press reported their 
side of the conflict. Besides , it was an easier 
angle to cover. As a result , only rarely did 
we get to read accounts written by Argen¬ 
tine soldiers who fought there. SOF wants 
both sides to be known , so here is an 
account of the fight by an Argentine officer 
who was there. 

O N 2 April 1982, the same day Argenti¬ 
na occupied the Malvinas Islands, the 
Army General Staff ordered the Special 
Team “Halcon 8” commander to be on the 
alert to operate in the South Atlantic Opera¬ 
tions Theater (Spanish acronym TO AS). Its 
members were all qualified for commando 
operations, (AEC in Argentine current mili¬ 
tary abbreviations). 

The CO, Major Mario Castagneto, was a 
charismatic young infantry officer who was 
also a staff graduate. Three days later the 
preparatory order was followed with precise 
instructions for the organization of 601st 
Commando Company, based mostly on 
“Halcon 8” personnel. In order to reach 
operational strength, AEC officers and 
NCOs were called in from every Army unit. 

In 10 days they were organized and 
equipped for combat duties. Of the 64-man 
group, only a few of the men were not AECs 
(Blowpipe operators and medical person¬ 


nel). Between 15 and 26 April, training was 
intensified and available intelligence on ter¬ 
rain and the enemy was carefully studied. 
On the 24th, Maj. Castagneto, the S-2, the 
S-3 and the Signal Officer flew to Puerto 
Argentino (Port Stanley) for reconnaissance 
and agreements with other elements already 
stationed in the islands. 

The next day the 601st was ordered to 
prepare for an airlift in 45 hours. On the 
27th at 1100 hours they arrived at Puerto 
Argentino and were assigned directly to the 
Military Governor and Joint Forces Com¬ 
mander, General Menendez. Soon after 
their arival Maj. Castagneto ordered the 
601st to patrol, set night ambushes and look 
to population control. The 1st Platoon oper¬ 
ated in Green Peach and Estancia House, 
the 2nd operated in the northwest area of 
Borbon Island, where they requisitioned 
some small arms and a radio set from a local 
farmer. The 3rd Platoon patrolled Fitzroy. 

On 1 May Maj. Castegneto with the 1st 
Platoon arrested Mr. Pitaluga, a local farm¬ 
er, who had contacted the British aircraft- 
carrier Hermes on his radio set. The radio 
was requisitioned and Pitaluga was put 
under MP custody. 

Two days later 1st Platoon reconned five 
beaches on the Murrel Peninsula where 
enemy activity had been reported the night 
before. They stumbled on a Zodiac rubber 
boat with outboard motor and some lifejack¬ 
ets with the inscription “Hermes” stenciled 
on them. 

The following day several night 
ambushes were set in different points of the 
islands, without any contact with the 
enemy. 

On 6 May Marine Amphibious Comman¬ 
dos — who captured important objectives 
the night the Islands were occupied — 
linked up with the 1st Platoon and, trans¬ 
ported on Air Force helicopters, reconned 
and conducted population control exercises 
in an attempt to find infiltrators on Sea Lion 
and Bougainville Islands. 

Two commando officers started selecting 
suitable firing positions for the future em¬ 
ployment of the Blowpipe missiles near 
Murrel bridge. San Carlos Establishment 


was reconned and a population control 
program instituted as there had been in¬ 
formation on enemy commandos operating 
in the area. A 25th Infantry Regiment com¬ 
pany under 1st Lieutenant Esteban was sent 
to the place to stay there as an early warning 
in case of a major landing. 

On the 15th a British commando raid 
succeeded in destroying 11 aircraft at an 
emergency airport in Borbon Island. The 
following morning the island was combed 
by commando patrols without success — 
the raiders had made their escape. 

A so-called “anti-aircraft ambush squad” 
was created and one of them was sent to Port 
Howard as enemy air activity was getting 
intense there. On the 21st, 1st Lieutenant 
Fernandez shot down a Harrier jet with a 
Blowpipe missile after two near misses. Its 
pilot, Lieutenant Glover, ejected and was 
rescued from the water unharmed. An 
ambush was set northeast of Howard waiting 
for any search-and-rescue teams that might 
appear looking for the pilot. Evidently they 
had decided to leave Lt. Glover with us for 
the rest of the war. Nevertheless the ambush 
was overflown repeatedly by British heli¬ 
copters and Harrier jets without any serious 
intention of landing. 

That same day another Harrier was shot 
down over Howard with a Blowpipe fired 
by an NCO. The next day a search-and- 
rescue patrol was ordered to look for two 
Argentine pilots that had ejected near How¬ 
ard the day before; they were found and 
brought safely back. 

The British Task Force started a full- 
scale landing on San Carlos beach early on 
the morning of 21 May. Argentine troops 
there fought a fierce retrograde operation 
but finally a beachhead was formed assem¬ 
bling no less than three battalion-size units 
including full fire, combat and logistic sup¬ 
port. 

At dawn on the 22nd the Argentine Air 
ForceGOE (Special Operations Group), Navy 
Amphibious Commandos and Army 601st 
were sent on an intelligence collection opera¬ 
tion to the beachhead. They operated near Mt. 
Sussex, Mt. Simon and Chatla Hill respective¬ 
ly, obtaining important information on enemy 
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THE COMMANDO 
COURSE IN THE 
ARGENTINE ARMY 

Commando training in the Argentine 
Army started in 1964 at the infantry 
school in the city of Cordoba. The 
course was directed by Lieutenant Colo¬ 
nel Narvaja Lique and counted on the 
advice of Major W. Coll, a O S; Army 
Ranger and Korean War veteran. 

During the early days of the training 
course — between 1964 and 1968 — the 
course was 30 days long and was run 
entirely in Cordoba. The training objec¬ 
tive was similar to that of the US. Army 
Rangers with missions in the lowest tac¬ 
tical level and short-range operations. 

In 1967 the commando course was 
suspended and in its place a counterguer¬ 
rilla course was given. When the com¬ 
mando course was reinstated a year later 
counterguerrilla techniques were in¬ 
corporated into the program. New tech¬ 
niques and procedures in intelligence 
collection in subversive environments, 
amphibious and underwater techniques, 
survival in different geographical re¬ 
gions, airborne assault and advanced 
marksmanship courses were added. 
Commando personnel were sent abroad 
to attend foreign courses in Colombia 
(“Lanceros”), Brazil (commandos), 
Peru (commandos), USA (Rangers — 
Special Forces) and Panama (Oper- 
aciones de Jungle). 

In 1968 the course was extended to 45 
days and it took trainees to different 
geographical environments throughout 
Argentina. Plains, marshes, low moun¬ 
tains, jungle and high mountains tested 
the trainees’ skills to the utmost. Person¬ 
nel for the course were all volunteers 
from among the officers and NCOs who 
had passed a selection board. 

In 1974 the training program was 
reoriented toward the type of operations 
the Army was carrying on within its bor¬ 
ders. Operations in the revolt-wracked 
Tucumdn area demanded commando- 
trained personnel and it was there that 
the commandos took their first casual¬ 
ties. Captain Caceres died in an ambush 
set by ERP communist guerrillas in 
Tucumdn. 


activity in those uncertain hours. 

On 24 May a patrol recovered equipment 
from Argentine helicopters shot down near 
Howard. New AA ambushes were prepared, 
but by then enemy aircraft flew prudently out 
of Blowpipe range. The same day the 601st 
engaged RAF (Royal Air Force) and RN 
(Royal Navy) jets over Howard. 

In Buenos Aires the general staff ordered 
the immediate organization of another com- 



The face of war: This Argentine 
commando's smile will fade as the war 
drags on. 


The existing problems in Tucum£n 
provided a realistic backdrop for the 
pupils — they operated in combat and 
reconnaissance patrols against an enemy 
that was very real. In 1976, during its 
jungle environment phase in the prov¬ 
ince of Misiones, the commando 
trainees were involved in an anti¬ 
guerrilla operation in which they suc¬ 
ceeded in killing a local guerrilla leader. 
During this period commandos were al¬ 
ways in high demand by all commanders 
whose units were committed in counter^ 
guerrilla operations. 

In 1978 the first stable organization 
was created when commando personnel 
formed an anti-terrorist unit to provide 
security for the World Football Cham¬ 
pionships. They were designated the 
“Halcon 8” Special Team. 

By 1979 the commando course had 
evolved into its present form. Today the 
course is a demanding three-month 
school with a high dropout rate. By any 
nation’s standards, the course is tough, 

The South Atlantic War with Great 
Britain gave the commandos their first 
test in conventional warfare. The reputa¬ 
tion of the commandos was untarnished 
by the Argentine defeat in the Malvinas. 
The 601 st and 602nd Companies fought 
with outstanding courage and their repu¬ 
tation has encouraged many Argentine 
soldiers to apply for the course. 


mando company. Its newly nominated com¬ 
mander Major Aldo Rico was also an infan¬ 
try officer and staff graduate with a reputa¬ 
tion for being a practical and daring man. 
All AEC personnel that remained on the 
continent were called in. Those selected 
were rallied in the infantry school and on 26 
May the company obtained an acceptable 
strength of 50 men. Weapons were hastily 
issued and some training on new material 


was given. 

The airlift to the Malvinas was executed 
in two echelons. The first carried personnel 
and their individual equipment while the 
second brought up all the logistics and col¬ 
lective equipment. 

After several frustrated attempts the 
602nd made it to Puerto Argentino on the 
27th. Intense British aircraft activity and the 
local tactical situation kept the airport con¬ 
stantly on red alert. All flights from Com- 
odoro Rivadavia had to be flown no higher 
than 10 meters so as to evade radar detec¬ 
tion. The second echelon landed on the 28th 
after dawn. 

Meanwhile, the 601st continued patrol¬ 
ling and reconning the Mt. Kent and Mt. 
Simon area. A combat ration and ammuni¬ 
tion depot was set up on Mt. Simon for 
future operations support. 

On 27 May the 3rd Platoon that had been 
occupying Big Mountain was relieved by 
the 2nd Platoon. From there massive enemy 
helicopter movements were observed. In 
order to get a better view of things, another 
hill four kilometers away was occupied. 
These patrols radioed important informa¬ 
tion on enemy area movements to HQ in 
Puerto Argentino. 

At dawn on the next day, 1st Platoon 
commanded by Captain Vercest was given 
the mission to occupy Mt. Simon and from 
there establish battlefield surveillance 
posts, patrols and, if possible, A A or land 
ambushes. They operated without being de¬ 
tected until the 31st when they received the 
order to return. On the march back they 
were attacked by a force of 50 helibome 
troops. In the desperate firefight that en¬ 
sued, most of the 11-man patrol was killed 
or wounded and all the survivors were taken 
prisoner. The British suffered two dead and 
at least seven wounded. 

The rest of the Army commandos, the 
GOE and the 601st were ordered to occupy 
some hills northwest of Mt. Kent. They 
were to allow the advancing British forces 
to pass them by and then harass their rear 
logistical line. When the Argentines arrived 
at their positions they were ambushed by 
British forces who were ready for just such a 
ploy. 

The Argentines managed to withdraw to 
other positions losing three killed, one 
wounded and one prisoner. Apparently the 
enemy suffered some unconfirmed casual¬ 
ties, too. In that same operation an Army 
Puma helicopter transporting men from FE/ 
GN 601st (National Gendarmerie) was shot 
down by two enemy aircraft. In the crash 
two officers and four NCOs were killed. 
Most of the wounded were rescued in a 
gallant action by 2nd Commander San 
Emeterio and 1st Sergeant Pepe who mirac¬ 
ulously escaped the burning wreck un¬ 
scathed before it exploded. 

On the 31st, all Army and Gendarmerie 
commandos were put under Major Rico’s 
command as senior CO. As a matter of fact, 
they had operated as a single unit almost 
from the very beginning, so the move was 
for appearances only. 
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Commandos head out on a patrol. Troopers 
in black berets are Blowpipe operators on 
loan from the Cavalry School. 


An operation was launched to recover 
missing patrols supposedly still in contact 
with the enemy near Mt. Kent. Captured 
Land-Rovers and all-terrain motorcycles 
were employed for the approach. During the 
march they came under artillery fire from 
Mt. Kent, but they suffered no casualties. 
When they arrived at Two Sisters they con¬ 
tinued the march on foot and on motorcycle. 
A seven-man patrol led by Maj. Castagneto 
made it to the northern edge of Mt. Kent 
where they observed enemy movements. 

Suddenly they started taking mortar fire 
that damaged one of the motorcycles and 
had to be abandoned. By 2200 the patrols 
were pulled out. An officer, 1st Lieutenant 
Lauria, remained behind enemy lines help¬ 
ing an NCO who had been hit in the foot. 
After evading enemy patrols and carrying 
the wounded man on his shoulder for two 
days, he was finally rescued by a three-man 
patrol on motorcycles that volunteered to 
search for them. 

Up to that moment the commandos had 
proved themselves as the most reliable in¬ 
telligence source the Argentine general 
commander had. On one occasion a lone 
commando, Captain Fernandez, was sent 
on a recon mission behind enemy lines. He 
located nearly all the British artillery posi¬ 
tions west of Mt. Kent before he was dis¬ 
covered by the British. They pursued him 
with mortar fire in a deadly mile-long race 
back to safety. 

On the 3rd the whole 602nd — already 


diminished to 40 percent of its strength — 
attacked enemy-held Mt. Wall successful¬ 
ly. The enemy withdrew, leaving armament 
and equipment on the field. 

Three days later a 601st patrol infiltrated 
30 kilometers to Mt. Rosalia near San Car¬ 
los to observe the beachhead. Another pa¬ 
trol raided enemy-held Murre! Bridge. In 
that action signal codes and ciphers were 
captured along with other equipment left by 
the British that had defended the position. 

Meanwhile, on the other island, the Gran 
Malvina (West Falkland), the commando 
patrol assigned to Howard detected and en¬ 
circled two British SAS men. One was cap¬ 
tured and the other, a Captain Hamilton, was 
killed while covering his companion’s frus¬ 
trated escape. Their radio set, ciphers, codes 
and other FO equipment were captured. 

On 9 June an ambush near Mt. Wall was 
prepared jointly by the 601st, 602nd and 
FE/GN 601st. As they sat in their ambush 
positions they came under heavy artillery 
and machine-gun fire and were attacked by 
a strong British force. Argentine artillery 
came to the rescue allowing them to maneu¬ 
ver to a better position from where they 
counterattacked. It is estimated that the 
British suffered many casualties. An Argen¬ 
tine officer and one NCO died in the action. 

The following day several ambushes 
were set to prevent infiltration to Puerto 
Argentino. As there was evidence of enemy 
agents operating in the area, population 
control excercises were carried out on the 


locals. As the British forces started the en¬ 
circlement of Puerto Argentino some com¬ 
mandos were detached for the security of 
Gen. Menendez’s Command Post. The 
601st was ordered into blocking positions 
near the hills located north of Puerto Argen¬ 
tino Bay as a probable avenue of approach. 
The 602nd occupied area northeast of 
Moody Brook with the intention of delaying 
the enemy’s advance. In that position they 
received intense artillery fire. These were 
the last combat missions before the surren¬ 
der of Argentine Forces on 14 June 1982. 

The Army commandos (Gendarmerie in¬ 
cluded) had an effective strength of 154 men 
when hostilities began. Four officers and 
eight NCOs were killed and four officers 
and six NCOs wounded. Three commandos 
were awarded Argentina’s highest military 
decoration, the Heroic Gallantry in Combat 
Cross (two awarded posthumously), eight 
received the Gallantry in Combat Medal 
(two awarded posthumously) and 14 others 
recieved Abnegation and Sacrifice Medals 
and mention in dispatches for outstanding 
behavior. 

The battle for the Malvinas is over. Both 
sides acquitted themselves with distinction 
and honor in a small comer of the world that 
was virtually unknown before the war. Re¬ 
markable acts of bravery and individual 
heroism marked this little war which pitted 
the elite forces of both sides against each 
other. 

May they never be forgotten. ^ 




Argentine commandos stand near the British Harrier pilot (center) is rescued 

wreckage of a British Harrier. from the water by Argentine soldiers. 
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WHERE TOD HEADED 
OWE? WEVE STILL 
GOT 40 POUNDS 
TO FIRE. 


YOU f iWemup, BUD. 
rTS TIME RXLDCNCW 
SOP TO BE DOWN AT 
MACKS NEWSSTAND 
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ILL BE WGHT 
. OVER.. 


COOL OFF, MAN - I'VE GOT 
IT RIGHT HERE. ITS ALL IN 
THERE. YOU OUGHT TO 
SUBSCRIBE LIKE I DO. 
SOF ARRIVES EVERY 
MONTH UKE CLOCKWORK 
...AND I SAVE A LOT OF 
MONEY >. 


BUD) DO YOU HAVE THE NEW 
SOF? MY RIFLE IS BEING RE¬ 
VIEWED IN IT... AND WE WERE 
FOLLOWING THAT STORY 
FROM EL SALVADOR AND 
THEY WERE SUPPOSED TO 
RUN SOMETHING ON OUR OLD 
OUTFIT IN VIETNAM AND... 
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INCOMING 


January’s 148-page Soldier of Fortune 
reports on: 

• MAC-10 MADNESS: Is this compact 
bullet-hose the answer to all your prob¬ 
lems? Or is it a specialized tool you’ll 
never need? Mr. Machinegun, Pete 
Kokalis, tells you where to find one, and 
what you can — and can’t — do with it. 

• HONDURAS’NAVY is an important 
bulwark of the defense of a free Central 
America. See their equipment, hear their 
stories, learn their mission. 

• RAPID-FIRE GRENADE LAUNCH¬ 
ER: Progressively cut off from foreign 
arms suppliers, South Africa has become 
an innovator in small-arms development. 
SOF reports on ARMSCOR’s new, shoul- 
der-fireable, revolving, 40mm grenade 
launcher. 

• HOARE’S WAR WISDOM is pre¬ 
sented in an exclusive interview by 
Mike’s son, Chris. This unusual look 
into the private thoughts of the modem 
world’s most famous mercenary is the 
last installment in SOF’s biography of 
“Mad Mike.” 

• BIG-BORE HIDEAWAY is what 
you’ve got with Charter Arms’ .44 Bull¬ 
dog. SOF is famous for reviews like this, 
and this T&E will tell you how to Find a 
light, compact, powerful bellygun any¬ 
one can afford. 

• COPS ON CYPRUS try to keep an 
uneasy peace between warring parties 
who want anything but peace. A soldier 
in NATO’s multinational force reports 
on another war that rarely makes the 
headlines. 

• TEST AND EVALUATION is an 
SOF specialty. Get the hot scoop on 
breakfront holsters and a new bench- 
made combat knife. 

• YOUR BEST BET to get your copy of 
Soldier of Fortune on time, without hav¬ 
ing to stand in line or beat your buddies 
to the PX, is a subscription. Subscribing 
to SOF puts your favorite magazine in 
your hands before it hits the newsstands, 
at a lower price. Send the attached card 
today and join the ranks of Soldier of 
Fortune . * 




SOF EUROPE 


EAST GERMAN 

NAVY 

Warsaw Pact’s Ace in the Hole 

by Tom Starr 
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4 6HPHE Soviet Union is attempting 
X to take control of Europe by 
military means/’ says West German 
Defense Minister Manfred Womer. He 
contends Russian use of offensive 
military and political concepts proves the 
Kremlin considers war an extension of 
politics. 

In 1977, Belgian General Robert Close 
claimed Warsaw Pact forces could reach 
the Rhine in less than 48 hours. Western 
intelligence sources speak of 253 Warsaw 
Pact divisions — six million soldiers with 
60,000 tanks. The communists have got 
more airplanes, more short-range 
missiles, more medium-range missiles, 
and more strategic ballistic missiles. But 
what about communist navies? Are they 
up to the standard of their NATO 
counterparts? 

According to the West German 
Defense Department White Book 1983 , 
Warsaw Pact naval forces can float more 
cruisers, half again as many submarines, 
and twice as many torpedo boats as 
NATO. Those figures raise more 
questions, though. Are Warsaw Pact 
fleets operating along the same strategic 


ALONG FOR THE RIDE 

Tom Starr is a correspondent with . 
Pacific News Service who currently re¬ 
sides in West Germany. 


LEFT: The East German Navy uses small, 
fast patrol boats to fulfill its Warsaw Pact 
obligation. Photo: Fotozirkei Rostock 



The Straits of Denmark in the Baltic Sea 
are a key objective of communist aims in 
Western Europe and the East German Navy 
plays an important part in the plan. Photo: 
Fotozirkei Rostock 

lines as NATO? Let’s look at the East 
German fleet — perhaps the keystone to 
the success or failure of Soviet intentions 
in Western Europe. 

Lutz Ahrend is the 34-year-old captain 
of a Warsaw Pact torpedo boat. His eyes 
are deeply set and he gazes at the horizon 
standing tall in a bright orange combat 
suit on the bridge of a 130-foot, 200-ton 
Russian-made combat patrol boat. 

“Our coast duty is rough as the sea 
itself,” he says. “When we head out to 
sea, we never know exactly what’s 
waiting for us. We’ve got to be ready for 
just about anything.” 

Wot molodzy — tough guys — in the 
language of their Russian comrades, the 
East German Volksmarine is actually 
pretty lightweight. With about 100 boats 
— nearly all of the coast patrol type — 
the East German Navy is considered by 
Pentagon consultants to equal the naval 
strength of Denmark. 


BELOW: Soviet-made Mi-8 Hip helicopters 
escort an East German patrol boat on a 
mission. Photo: Fotozirkei Rostock 
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SOF PISTOLCRAFT 

QUELL 

New Concepts in the Kill Zone 


Paris Theodore developed the ASP con- 
cealable 9mm automatic pistol and the now- 
collectible line of Seventrees, Ltdhol¬ 
sters. His latest invention, the Quell System 
for pistol combat, may improve an already 
good reputation. 

The Quell System is revolutionary, and 
appears to address several problems. Yet 
there are obvious problems with peripheral 
vision, addressing widely spaced multiple 
targets, low penetration of pistol ammo and 
difficulty of retraining experienced shoo¬ 
ters. SOF experts will present their critique 
of Theodore’s system in a future issue. 

No matter the potential problems, the 
Quell System presents an excellent series of 
targets and an aggressively innovative 
approach to combat marksmanship, solidly 
grounded in physiology and the latest stud¬ 
ies in the operation of the nervous system. 

Further information regarding the Quell 
System and special targets is available from: 
Paris Theodore, Dept. SOF, TECHPAK 
Corporation, 115 E. 62nd St., New York 
City, NY 10021. Phone: (212) 980-1199. 

B ULLETS don’t knock men down: That 
only happens in movies. Bullets kill by 
causing leaks in the circulatory system or by 
disrupting the nervous system. And bullets 
produce immediate incapacitation only by 
disrupting the nervous system. Providing a 
targeting system that centers on nerve path¬ 
ways and a technique for applying fire to 
those pathways is the purpose of a revolu¬ 
tionary combat pistol method: the Quell 
System. 

Targeting the nerve centers is the first 
step. The Quell Zone is that target area 
where a hit will achieve instantaneous de¬ 
bilitation of a human target. The Quell Zone 
consists of the kidneys, the spinal column, 
and the medulla oblongata (the thickening 
of the spinal cord under the brain that houses 
nerve centers which control breathing and 
circulation). And to help you find this zone, 
it appears on the back of Quell System 
patented targets. 

Quell System targets are composed of 
photographs of human figures in varying 
dress and poses. And they are never neatly 
framed in the middle of the target. Learning 
to judge the position of the Quell Zone in the 
human body is essential to the system. Proof 

Paris Theodore, developer of system, 
demonstrates Quell Stance. Photo: David 
Brand Spigel 


VETERAN 

RHETORICIAN 

Major Robert Jones recently com¬ 
pleted his last tour of duty with the U.S. 
Army at Ft. Benning, Ga. He plans to 
cap a career with Special Forces by com¬ 
pleting his doctorate in American Litera¬ 
ture. and hopes to publish his disserta¬ 
tion on fiction of the Vietnam War. 
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of success is shown by inspecting the rear of 
the target after firing. 

Clearly, the Quell Zone is a precise 
target, more precisely defined than target 
areas of other combat shooting systems. But 
precision is necessary to stop hostile action. 
And precision is the essence of the Quell 
System. 

To achieve this greater precision, the 
Quell System uses the Quell Stance. This is 
the most unusual element of the system, and 
some will have to conquer years of shooting 
habit to adopt it. But the effort will pay 
dividends in more accurate, more rapid fire, 
even under great stress. 

There is no magic to the Quell Stance. 
Although it takes some getting used to, and 
it is different from the widely used Weaver 
stance, the Quell Stance offers advantages 
in speed, stability and recoil absorption. 

To assume the Quell Stance the shooter 
stands with shoulders almost in line with the 
target. The right hand grips the weapon 
solidly and the right arm is extended toward 
the target, straight as a rifle stock. The left 
hand supports the shooting hand as with the 
Weaver position and similar isometric ten¬ 
sion is employed. 

The difference is that the tension is ap¬ 
plied to bring the bicep of the shooting arm 
into a firm point of contact with the pectoral 
muscle of the right side of the chest. This 
affords consistent positioning of the weapon 
and further aids in building a recoil-resistant 
posture. Furthermore, the Quell Stance 
eliminates most of the play characteristic of 
the Weaver and isosceles-triangle positions. 

Now, drop the head as if to see the toes. 
Then roll the head laterally to the right so 
that the right cheek firmly contacts the bicep 
of the shooting arm. The right eye can’t see 
the sights from this position, so the left eye 
is aligned with the sights. 

This contortion sounds uncomfortable 
and impractical ... but this has to be tried to 
be believed. Sights and eye are virtually 
automatically locked into a constant rela¬ 
tionship. Instant and precise sight picture is 
the result. 

Sighting with the left eye is an obstacle to 
learning the Quell Stance, except for those 
right-handers with a strong left eye. But 
there is a great advantage to using the left 
eye this way. When the shooter locks into 
this position he has grooved into an automa¬ 
tic, instantaneous sight picture with speed 
and consistency. With this comes a sense of 
calmness and control that aids in mastering 
the adrenalin surges known to competitors, 
hunters, and combat veterans. 

But there is a deeper cause for this reac¬ 
tion. Man’s brain has two sides with rough¬ 
ly divided functions. The right hemisphere 
— connected to the left eye — is more 
creative and conceptual, and less verbal 
than the left side. 

In theory — and in the practice of the Quell 
System — sighting with the left eye allows 
the shooter a quicker, calmer, more concep¬ 
tual and instinctive grasp of the threat. And 
the result should be a faster, surer, more 
accurate and deadly response. 



Front of Quell System target features Back of Quell System target shows 

realistic figure and off-center framing. graphically if shooter has hit — or missed 

— Quell Zone. 
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The Stackpole 

Shooter and Collector Bookshelf 

Featuring the latest and most complete 
infor mation available from leading arms 
JJfgf and shooting experts! 
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Our Never-before Bonus 




NEW! 


Police Handgun Manual 

How to Get Street Smart Survival Habits 

by Bill Clede 

Hardcover, $11.95, 128 pages 
“A very worthwhile book, with lots of information 
in few pages. Good reading for any officer, or 
civilian, who feels the need to improve his un¬ 
derstanding of shooting for real and surviving 
the experience.”-Po//'ce Marksman 
“The type of book I wish I’d been issued 
when I first picked up the badge."-Massad 
Ayoob, Lethal Force Institute. 

NEW! 

Beretta Automatic Pistols 
The Collectors & Shooter’s 
Comprehensive Guide 

byJ.B. Wood 

Hardcover, $19.95, 192 pages 
The 1st and only English-language book de¬ 
voted entirely to the world-famous Beretta, in¬ 
ternationally recognized expert J.B. Wood 
traces the history of the Beretta from the model 
1915 through the present. The US military just 
named Beretta its standard sidearm and this 
book appears at a perfect time to answer any 
questions about the origins and technology of 
this popular gun. 

NEW! 

The Springfield 1903 Rifles 

by Li Col. William S. Brophy 
Hardcover, $49.95, 617 pages 
The illustrated story of the design, devel¬ 
opment, and production of all the models, 
appendages and accessories of the gun con¬ 
sidered one of the finest military rifles ever 
made. This lifetime work of the rifle’s/ premier 
authority, is extensively documented with 1500 
rare photos from private collections and will 
stand for all time as the definitive work on the 
1903. 


Book 1_ 

Book 2 (70% off) 
Book 3 (20% off) 
Book 4 (30% off) 


Steindler's New Firearms 
Dictionary 

by R.A. Steindler 
Hardcover, 320 pages 

A completely revised and updated version of 
the best selling first edition complete with over 
200 photos and illustrations. The definitive refer¬ 
ence for shooters, collectors, gunsmiths, and 
professionals who need to know all the latest 
terminology and technology of all firearms. 

Small Arms Today 

Latest Reports on the World’s Weapons 

and Ammunition 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Paperback $16.95, 256 pages 
“An outstanding reference work for the military 
strategist, intelligence officer, historian, or seri¬ 
ous weapons enthusiast who wants to know 
just who is using what in the way of small arms 
worldwide. Numerous photos accompany the 
text, and some of them pack a real surprise 
pu nch" - SWAT Magazine 

Small Arms of the World, 12th 
Edition 

by Dr. Edward Clinton Ezell 
Hardcover $49.95, 896 pages 
If you don’t have this one yet you 1 could save 
with this special offer. 

“I can recommend Ezell’s new magnum opus 
most highly and without hesitation.” 

-Peter Kokalis 

Combat Leader's Field Guide 
9th Edition 

Paperback, $795, 272pages 
A pocket sized companion for the soldier in the 
field that synthesizes the pertinent information 
from dozens of manuals. It can be there when 
you need it. Military and government agencies 
have issued this book to their men for years 
and now it’s available to you for practical field 
application, strategical overview, or informa¬ 
tional reading. 


□ VISA □ M.C. □ AM. EX. Exp. Date_ 

Card No._ , _ 

Please include $2.50 shipping & handling for 
1st book and 500 for each additional book. 
PA residents add 6%. Credit card orders may 
call 1-8QO-READ-NOW. Gift certificates are 
available for the shooter on your gift list. 


AFGHANISTAN 

MEDCAP 

Continued from page 35 

still out in the desert in the light of day. The 
guides asked everyone they saw about the 
location of the group that we were looking 
for. 

By 0600 it had been light for an hour and 
we were still out in the open. People and 
their livestock were headed for the hills. 
Everyone knew that this was the day that the 
battle was going to start. We fell in with 
some families going up in the hills. A young 
woman was ahead of us, carrying a single- 
barrel shotgun. It would have made a great 
picture, but taking pictures of Afghan 
women is much more dangerous than shoot¬ 
ing at Russians. 

Looking back I could see three tank col¬ 
umns. They were headed our way but were 
at least five miles away. Our guides found 
someone to lead us to the mujahideen camp 
that we had been looking for. We were told 
that we would be within sight of a Russian 
outpost most of the way. In the open, we 
walked about 40 yards apart. The group in 
front of us were receiving sniper fire from a 
12.7mm ora 14.5mm A A gun. Fortunately, 
the fire was inaccurate and the MiGs and 
choppers were staying out in the desert. 

At 0900 we arrived at the camp four hours 
too late. Almost everyone had gone and the 
battle was to start in one hour. The unit 
commander was there with a badly sprained 
ankle. They were putting him on a donkey 
so he could get down to his men. I gave him 
four of my Motrin tablets with instructions 
to take one every three hours. We all had 
been up at least 28 hours and had walked 30 
miles last night. There was no way for me to 
go down to the attack area. We just lay 
down under an open-sided tent. 

Two MiGs flew over. One saw our camp 
and started an attack. The muj had a 
12.7mm HMG in front and back of the 
camp. As they started throwing tracers, the 
Russian pilot lost interest in us. As the MiG 
turned he let his bombs go, hitting a hillside 
about one-quarter mile away. The pilot 
must have radioed our position because we 
started receiving artillery fire. It was hitting 
about 300 yards above and behind the camp. 
A few mortar rounds fell within 50 yards. 
The muj just smiled and pointed at each hit. 
We were just too tired to move from the 
tent. After a few minutes the Russians got 
tired of trying to kill us. 

At 1000 we could hear the mujahideen 
start the attack with a rocket barrage. I slept 
until 1300. I was told that we would be 
leaving Afghanistan in two days. At 1700 
two muj with one .303 and a camel showed 
up to lead us out on the same trail we had 
come in on. But first the mujahideen 
stopped to pray, so Habib took my picture 
on the camel hoping to use up the slow film. 

I tried to keep 1000-speed film in my 
camera so I could shoot in low light. You 
don’t want to use a flash. It was just about 
dark when I put my camera away on the 


Mail orders to: 


Stackpole Books 

Department SOF, P.O. Box 183L Harrisburg, PA 17105 


Please send me the books that I have listed below. I understand that when I order 1 book at full 
price I can have a 2nd at a 10% discount, a 3rd at a 20% discount and 4th book at a 30% 
discount. If I am not completely satisfied, I may return any book within 30 days in original 
packing. □ Enclosed is my check or money order. □ Please bill my credit card 
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Tty; Woolly Pully® 

MILITARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wool. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army, Marines, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U.S. and British 
specifications. Sizes 34 to 46. 

The Original *— Made in England. 

Only $39.95 ppd. 

Sizes 48 & 50 $44.95 

WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 

Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 

WP-1 20, Derby Tweed $39.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY PULLY® 

Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 

Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $39.95 ppd. 

Select from these styles & colors: 

CREW NECK SIZES 

WP-110, Olive Green, USMC approved 5/77 32-50 

WP-115, Olive Green, w/epeuleti 34-50 

WP-120, Navy Blue 32-50 

WP-127, Navy Blue, w/epaulels 38-46 

WP-130, RAF Blue/grey 32-50 

WP-170. Black 34-46 

WP-185. Sand (Tan) 34-46 

WP-200. Brownlone-flagg-look 34-46 

WP-70. Camouflage 34-50 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 

Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim . Military Fabrics . 

Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7, 7V4, 7V2, 7 3 A. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie A 

VRH-3, Black Boonie $11.95 ppd. 

VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie i w 

VRH-7, Woodland Camo Boonie m: 

VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie rr~ ^ 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES* 
BRIGADE’S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 

Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the regular 
but more comfortable in our all-climate Combat 
Coats: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5). 

Trousers: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L{4), XL(5) Longs in 
S, M, L only 

Colors: (1) Woodland Camo (2) SWAT Black (3) 

TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $32.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $32.95 ppd. 


COMMANDO |UMP SHEATH 


TM 


V*NECK 
WP-i 21, Navy Blue w/tpaultli 
WP-125, Navy 8lua 
WP-131, USAF Blua, w/apaulata 
WP-171, US Army Black, w/spaulttt & patch 
WP-176, Black, US Naval Acadtmy 
WP-180. Sand (Tan) 

WP-190. P»it Brown, US Flah A Wildlife Sarvlce 


Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools. Internally lined with 
flexible plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not incl. 
Select for 5", 8", 12" and 18" blades. 

Colors: (1 Camouflage, (3)Black. 

CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5" $8.95 
CJS8{ ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8" $9.95 
CJS1 2( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 1 2 " $11.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18" $13.95 
ALC-150, ALICE Attaching Clips 2 pack $1.25 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 

The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12" $7.95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND ™ 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro^ doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger V*" mark for correct size. 

CB21 , Camo Watchband $5.95 PPd. _ 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1 , Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around the neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: 5 3 /4 x 7 3 A". 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82, Trek Saf $12.95 ppd. 






Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 



Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Annex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card #_Expires:_ 

Name_ 



Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. Address 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— city — 

266 Roswell Street (60L), Marietta GA 30060 State_ 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


-Zip_ 

Money Back Guarantee 
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camel. Then two Hinds started bombing 
below us. It looked like the front Hind took 
a hit from a SAM in the rear. There was a 
puff of black smoke but no real flash. The 
Hind turned left and started dropping heat 
flares on parachutes. 

After dark, Howard said he could not take 
the camel anymore. He was going to walk, 
even if it was barefooted. I had not been on 
the camel 15 minutes when it fell off a very 
steep trail. I jumped to the high side of the 
trail, getting hold of a small bush. The bush 
kept me from a long fall. The camel fell 
several yards below the trail. It took the muj 
about 10 minutes to retrieve the camel. I 
will never get on a camel again. 

At 2300 we stopped and had tea and slept 
until 0100. 

Day 18 

By 0130 we were off into the desert and, 
like last night, we would pass other groups 
going the other way with not a word said. It 
was an uneventful trip this time. By 0700 
hours we were at a small village drinking 
tea. We only had a few more hours and we 
would be out. We met 300 muj on the trail in 
small groups going to the battle. At 1200 we 
were back at the tea house which we had 
taken off from on a night 17 days before. 

Pakistan 

By midnight I was back in Peshawar tak¬ 
ing a hot bath. 

The next day I found Pat and Jim had left, 
leaving no instructions on what was needed 
from me. I had agreed to stay for three 



HUE IT YOU BEST SHOT 19 IMIS 
«™ TIE 9 MM STEYI OB! 

It ; s a double-action 9mm pistol that's nothing short of a masterpiece. IVs 
everything you ; 11 ever want in a handgun. Iris all you ; ll ever need. 

Power and capacity. The semi-automatic GB unleashes 19 rounds of 
devastating firepower on command. 

Speed and accuracy. With gas-delayed blowback action, 
you get minimum recoil for maximum accuracy—even 
rapid fire. And a self-illuminating, three-dot 
sighting plane brings your target in line—even 
during poor lighting conditions. 

Quick handling and safety. When timing is 
critical, the GB can be field stripped in less 
than 10 seconds. A passive firing pin and 
hammer block safety keeps the 
weapon safe until the trigger is 
actually pulled. This system greatly 
reduces the possibility of accidental 
discharge if the pistol is dropped. 

For more than 130 years, Steyr has com¬ 
bined Austrian craftsmanship and innovation 
to develop such benchmarks as the famous 
Mannlicher rifle and the world's first automatic 
pistol. 

That same tradition of excellence is bred into 
the Steyr GB. Iris the ultimate handgun. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

Overall length.8 

Overall height. 

Overall width. 

Barrel length.. 

Weight (unloaded).39 oz. 

Weight (loaded).. 51 oz. 


For more information, contact your nearest quality sporting goods dealer, 
or, send f 4 for a color brochure and Steyr Mannlicher arm patch to: 
Dept. STEYR, Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173. 
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ORDER TOLL FREE 1 •800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00 - 7:00 (Mountain Tlmo) MMI » MMM 



pre-winter sale 


** 




□ Commando 
Sweater-, 

Th's's {Me famous British Commando 
Sweater (Woofy Putty) adopted by the US 
Military The natural 100% wool fiber 
content makes the sweater super warm 
the long cut and tight knit rbbed design 
makes it wind proof Sleeve and shou'der 
patches provide protection at abras'on 
pomts specify size: 34, 36, 38, 40, 
42, 44, 46. 48 *39.75 each 

Chooie Irom: 

Z Olive Drab (OD) Green Crewneck 

(USMC Approved) 

□ Black V Neck with epaulets and name 
plate area on breast (US Army Approved) 
C. Black Crewneck (no epaulets or name 
plate area) 

. Camouflage 

Commando Sweater - Commercially 

made * patterned after the Gl ones, these are commercially 
mad? n easy care 100% ac^'C Although they are copies, they are 
constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, complete with 
sleeve and snou'de f patcnes Choose between: Olive Drab (00) 
Green or Black Specify Size: S.M.l.XL S21.75.each. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


□ Special Forces Green Beret • Jaunty and 

daring arxJ classy like the professional s who wear them These a f e 
oflttat regutetton btrefx of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting at' null 
tary specs Made expressly tor us by the prime 
govern ment contractor Also available 
Official headgeai for 
Avbome Oullfted (Maroon) 

Ringer Commandos (BUck) 

ArtUery A Guardian Angeta (Red) 
Commando Drew (Camouflage) 

Sizes 6?'8tn7% 

(Not s^e o' head size 9 Ten us how many mches around your head where 
you wear your hat We'H send the right one ) S13.75/e»ch 


CANTFfN COVFh 


r 0f 

\ Distress Marker 
Rescue Strobe Light 


Offer good for this issue of 
Soldier of Fortune only' 1 ' To 
get sale price you MUST men¬ 
tion this issue of SOF Offer 
good only thru Dec. 1985. 


GENUINEGI 


This •$ 3 nigh mtes»‘y sfrooe beacon wh.cn 
penetrates ram and fog and is visiD'e to 1 
distances up to ’5 miles Standard oiio* 
su^iva gea r this light is about the size of 
a oack of cigarettes (’ *2 x 4 v? > ye! 
it puts out a dazzling white flash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute for up to 9 hours 
The unit is waterproof and shockproof Sold 
complete with case and 1 battery 539 50-each. 

Replacement Batteries lor Strobe Light 
S9 95'each 
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hr USAF Flight Jacket- 




U5 


CAMOOFLAO®.. 


Tip, 

OE 


These ftght jackets a/e 
issued to rmirtary ft*>rs and 
a r e designated Type MAI Icy 
Intermediate Coti (This 
means that it ts the medium 
weight jacket, designed for 
comfort in a temperature zone 
Ot about 20 0 to 55 °F) Look 
for the military designation, 
sizes and stxk numbers 
inside the left pocket. The 
outer shell and lining are 100% 
nylon making the jacket com¬ 
pletely wind and waterproof The 
interlining is 100% polyester fibertill lor 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce This jacket is reversible, outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange It features two hip pockets outside as well as inside, sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional iacket and it 
happens to be the latest fashion trend 

Specify: 

■ Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only. 

Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL. S46.75 each. 

Black (nylon shell) or Camouflage (50% cotton 50% nylon 
shell) - Regular Length Only. 

Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL . $48.75 each. 


GRE 






■ Military Goods Catalog - 
NEW 1985/86 EDITION! 

Genuine military clothing, gear and equipment with an emphasis 
on camouflage See details on these and many more related items 

S2.00/each. Free with order. 


L! Angle Head Flashlite- 


GENUINEGI 


This is (he heavy duty 

olive drab pfasfic flashlight issued fo an military 
The flashiiqht »$ waterproof non-glare and features 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed I! can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands free operation operates on 2 standard 0 ced 
batteries and comes complete with a spare bu'b 
Brand new sold tn the Gl box 

$6.50 each; 2 for $12.25. 


»\js 


We’re America's 
Army & Navy Store!! 



^ — ‘nJ Tw0 9 real 1hin 9 s abo(jl our t ’ 08: 

First, they re mace especially lo r us n the USA 
from genuine G< woodland camo mateoa 1 o* 50% 
cotton/50% nylon so they can oe washed o r drv c ! eaned 
Second, they oo eoualiv well wi’h anything in your wa f drobe 
‘ r om your most formal blue pm slope sin* to your Hawaiian 
shirt with the funny poking fish»s on it 
Choose from- Pointed end il r anilmoa» and rn^sp^ahve' or 
Straight End <pun* and irnnnciasli-:) S9 95/each: 

2 for SI8.95 


□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland 

Camouflage — latest Army issue. 

This wmterweight cap features lined flaps wfrch 
can fold out to xeep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run sma'i 

Also available In Olive Drab (OD) Green. 

Sizes- 7. 7-1 '4. 7*1/2. 7-3 4 59 00/each 

L : Watch Cap, 100%Wool- 

This is the genuine Gl tightly kmt and all* 
w ° o1 wa f ch r3 P Used by commandos and 
troops alike, this tig hi ly knit cap fits snug on 
1 any size head for maximum warmth on ex¬ 

tended cold weather operations Sides can roll down to protect ears 
Choose between dark blue black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon teams) 
or OD (olivedrab, army) $6 00 each. 


■ Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman's Ex¬ 
clusive): 2 G! stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains . $5.00/wt 


GENUINE Gl 



Regulation Gl DogTags- 1 

set o‘ 2 skinless ster - 1 1 <qs ,md M.jm'fK'. 
chains i4 anc?4 « S3 00/each . 

Win* j-i to print them 9 WF l! p RIN r AV 
TH'NG up *o 6 bne*. ,jnn 1 ! -.pier's pf ,r iof 

Printing only $1.00 per tag ($2.00 per set) 


PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE 





□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

Bear Hat — Formally called the Cam pa'gn Hat 
this is a ready tine qual'ty pressed felt headpiece 
A hat with character No one who wars 4 

escapes a personality change An uncon¬ 

trollable urge to shout orders or heao abuses, 
pursue flamers or write fralic tickets Let your true 
or wistful sed be heard Sizes 6-7 8 to 7-3 4 

□ Genuine Leather Chin Strap 
1 Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) 

(Specify color silver, gold metallic, black gold, metallic, yellow red or 
light blue) 


*'EVERYTHING IN THIS AD 
ON SALE!! 

Deduct 10% from All Merchandise 

(except Strobe Light which is 25% Off) 

When Ordering!! 


Dog Tag Silencers - 


htiifT non c 
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We re Not The Cheapest!! 

But Then, We’re Not Trying to Be. 


f For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected lor offer¬ 
ing the finest in genuine military goods and insignia Our commit¬ 
ment to first rate service is legendaty Our service policy means 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business 
day regardless ol whelher you pay by check, money order, credit 

card or C 0 D (There is a C 0 0 fee of $-1 00 tn addition to the 
regular shipping) 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Depart¬ 
ment We II not only be glad lo take your orders (every firm with 
an 800 number will dn that) but we ll also be happy to answer 
your questions Wheihei you're calling to ask about our mer¬ 
chandise or the status of an order you placed, we guarantee 
friendly, courteous service 

No. we re not the cheapest But you aet what you pay for II you 
order the cheapest you may wart a lonq time for delivery of some¬ 
thing you may ultimately be unhappy with If you order irom Kauf¬ 
man s you'll see why lop quality merchandise and first rate service 
(with a Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze 
the mosl value out ot every dollar you spend 



hher bumpers hjr 

$1.00/pair 


kfpjjJ ftr tf Long Lengths In Flight Jackets 

□ US Navy Cold Weather Deck .rackets— 

iype« -These jackets feature windproof 
cuff and hip closures plus a full zipper 
front with button overclosure The 
Olive Drab (OD) green shell is 50% 
cotton 50% nylon This blend a'lows 
the iacket to be water-repellent (not water¬ 
proof) white at the same time it has the 
softness of the natural fibre It is lined 
with double face pile in both the body 
and sleeves it sports two hip pockets 
and a breast pocket with snap closure 
The Deck Jacket is cut slightly below the 
waist so large or tall persons will find it 
quite comfortable. 

XS.S M L. .547.75.each;XL. 550 75each:XXf. 562 75 each 
Specify Olive Drab (DD) Green or Woodland Camo Shell 

□ M-65 Field Jackets- 

This is the basic issue combat iacket 
Oesigned for complete utility, these water 
repe tent and windproof jackets feature 
4 super large utdity pockets gussetted 
back for complete mob.lity and freedom 
of movement epaulets, adjustable cuffs 
and cd'ar drawstring waistband hidden 
hood m collar Brand new of course 
Sizes are XS.S M L XL Long lengths 
8re available in Dlive Drab (OD) Green 
and Camouflage, Woodland pattern 
only. If you’re unsure ol your s'ze te’' 
us your chest measurement when order 
mg XS-L 555.00teach: 

XL & ah'ong lengths 560.50 each: 

XUonq 585 00 each 

Choose from . Olive Drab (00) Green 

Camouflage. Woodland Pattern natestGl ssuetoArmy) 

Desen Tan - (NATO 'SSuel Camouflage. Tiger Stripe 
(Commerc ady made n a US m.ii to military specs) 


■ M-65 liner-Gimme i - designed to quickly and easily 
button into M 65 Jacket lo provide complete warmth by sealing m the 
body heat Brand New XS. S.M L. $19.00/each; XL $2Q.50/*ich 



USAF Heavyweight 
Flight Jacket- Type N2B 

This is the warmest Night jacket that 

the military issues It features full pile 

hood which drapes over the shoulders 

when not needed This rs the cold 

weather version of the Intermediate 

Weight Flight Jacket Type MAI tea 

lured elsewhere in this ad This jacket 
•S designed for suhfreezmg temper f 
atures Waterproof and Windproof 

S.M.L S87 75/each; x[ S95.75 



♦ #»•# ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800-545-0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time) 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage packaging 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to S 10 00 S3 00 

Orders from $10 OHo 20 00 3 75 

Orders from S20 01 to 35 00 J 50 

Orders from S35 01 to 50 00 5 25 

Orders from S50 01 tn 70 00 6 25 

Orders from S70 01 to 90 00 7 25 

Orders over S90 00 8 00 # 

Canadian Orders-Send Oouble Amount Indicated 

• ••Ml * 
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A SPECIAL 
HOLIDAY OFFER 

Use the “Special Holiday Offer" box on the order form and 
deduct 20% from any order over $50.00! It is our way of 
saying, “Have a good holiday!" ORDER NOW as this offer 
expires January 1, 1986. (Available to retail customers only.) 


THE 1986 NIN|A CALENDAR 

For every Ninja enthusiast! The deadly and clandestine art 
of ninjutsu is presented at a glance in this unique, action- 
packed Ninja calendar. Each month is highlighted by a 
dramatic, full-size photo and brief description of Ninja in 
action. See such renowned Ninja as Stephen K. Hayes 
demonstrate fighting strategies, evasion and invisibility 
techniques, and Ninja weapons such as the shuriken, 
sword, knife and tekkokagi. A calendar that is a must for 
every modern-day Ninja and which makes a special gift as 
well. 12 x 13,13 photos, B&W. $7.95 


OPERATION GOLDEN BUDDHA 

by Ellis Edwards 

The dazzling, solid gold, gem- 
encrusted Khmer Buddha. Haunted 
by its vision, as well as the many 
Vietnamese he must save, ex-Green 
Beret Bo John returns during the 
agony of Southeast Asia's fall. 
Amidsit the chaos and destruction, 
can Bo escape the encircling noose 
oftheVietcong and Khmer Rogge to 
pull off the most outrageous theft of 
the 20th century? 5Vi x 8’A, hard¬ 
cover, fiction. 264 pp, $14.95 


1986 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 

by Raymond Lyman 
War vets, history buffs and world citizens: the Military His¬ 
tory Calendar is back with new photos and facts for 1986! 
Every major modern military event of the past two hundred 
years—ranging from the famous to the lesser known—is 
featured in this one-of-a-kind calendar. With a military 
event for each day of the year, this calendar also has 48 rare 
collector's photos, selected by military historian and author 
Raymond Lyman, which depict battles and conflicts, mil¬ 
itary hardware, and famous military commanders and units. 
Find out what historical event occurred on the day you 
were born! 12 x 13,48 photoS, B&W $8.95 


mr: COMBAT 
SHOTGUN AND 
SllBMACMINIiGUN 



THE COMBAT SHOTGUN 
AND SUBMACHINE GUN 
A Special Weapons Analysis 

by Chuck Taylor 

From one of America’s mostsought- 
after shooting instructors comes an 
in-depth analysts of these two con¬ 
troversial small arms. Taylor pro¬ 
vides a comprehensive education 
in the use of these commonly mis¬ 
employed guns. Includes info on 
field testing, drills, tactics, accesso¬ 
ries and techniques. SVfc x 11, sofh 
cover, 385 photos. 176 pp $14.95 



BLACK MEDICINE I 
The Dark Art of Death 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

A thorough analysis of the human 
body's vital points and how to use 
them to your advantage in combat 
handgunning and all types of hand- 
to-hand combat situations. Must 
reading for military combat special¬ 
ists, martial artists and those inter¬ 
ested in self-defense. 5Vj x 8Vi, 
softcover, photos, illgs., 88 pp. 

$10.00 


S Forbidden 

Fighting 

Techniques 

$Ninia 



FORBIDDEN FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES OF THE NINJA 

by A\hnla Kim 

Pass through the dark night of the 
soul and. like the Ninja, become a 
mystic warrior of the shadows To 
help you in your quest of the Silent 
Way, Ashida Kim presents exer¬ 
cises, strategy, lighting techniques 
and ceremonial oaths of initiation 
With practice and study, you can 
master this terrilying form of self- 
defense 8Vi x 11, hardcover. 271 
photos 128 pp $19.95 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government" and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5Y* 
x 8W. hardcover, 192 pp. $14.95 



BOUNTY HUNTER 

by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation; a hefty 
commission is his reward. He is a 
professional bounty hunter, and he 
stalks .the most elusive of all prey—a 
wanted man. Here is the businessas 
told by a pro. Learn how to get your 
first job, track a fugitive, arrest him 
and turn him over to the police. 
Included is a state-by-state listing of 
laws. 5Vi x 8Vi, softcover, 136 pp. 

$ 10.00 


SHADOWS 
Of DARKNESS 
Secrets of tfe 
Nigitt Fighter 

KM 


SHADOWS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the Night Fighter 

by Sid Campbell 
Gain the upper hand in a night fight 
by using the darkness as an ally. 
Learn to visualizedarkareasasthey 
would appear in light, use surface 
textures and confuse the enemy 
Evasive tactics, maneuverabililyand 
mobifity functions, and focal- 
enhancement are someof the mght- 
fightmg techniques covered 5V« x 
8'^, softcover. 16f7 photos. 176 pp 
$12.00 


SILENCERS IN THE 1980S 
Great Designs, Great Designers 

by I. David Truby 

Now. an in-depth, fully illustrated report on the newest 
developments in suppressor technology. J. David Truby 
provides all-new info on the innovative designs of today's 
suppressor designers, plus explosive data on those who 
use them. His investigative research gives definitive 
comparisons of models, prices, features, kits, indepen¬ 
dent manufacturers, and silencer technology. You’ll not 
read this privy info anywhere else! 8’4 x 11, softcover, 132 
photos, 120 pp. $ 12.00 



TIGER SCROLL OF THE 
KOGA NINJA 

by lay Sensei 

Passed down through theages from 
master to disciple, the tiger scroll 
transmitted the secret ways of the 
Koga, an infamous Ninja clan. The 
weapons, training and techniquesof 
these assassins are revealed in 
English for the first time. Numerous 
illustrations show how the Koga 
mastered seemingly magical pow¬ 
ers. 5 1 /? x 8Vi; softcover, illus . 96 pp 
S10.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
vou with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called “possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book,” this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8’A x 11; softcover, 
Illus., 264 pp.$30.00 


combat 

SURVIVAL 


COURSE NOTES 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

An extremely useful, complete man¬ 
ual on physical and combat survi¬ 
val, training and tactics. Contains 
rare info on evading and silencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survival navigation,primi¬ 
tive medicine, evasion and escape, 
animal traps and much more! 8^ x 
11, softcover, illus., 160 pp. $14.95 


M.S. MARINE CORPS DESERT HANDBOOK 

Could you survive in the desert for any period of time? 
Would you know how to keep sand and dust from destroy¬ 
ing your vehicle, weapoh or communication equipment, or 
how to trea,t a scorpion bite? This comprehensive hand¬ 
book, issued to the 27th Marines, 7th Amphibious Brigade, 
gives you the answers to these questions and much more. 
Desert types and characteristics; military aspects pf 
deserts; effects of radiant light, static electricity and 
extreme heat on equipment, desert driving techniques; first 
aid: and emergency survival techniques are just someof the 
topics. 5% x 8!4, softcover, illus.. 96 pp. $8.00 


BOU.S EYE 


BULL’S EYE: CROSSBOWS BY 
RAGNAR RFNSON 

From the armies of Alexander the 
Great to contemporary pig traps in 
Burma, the crossbow has had along 
and illustrious career. In his unique, 
entertaining style, Ragnartakes you 
around the world to demonstrate 
today’s crossbow. Learn ail the 
crossbow s uses, the insand outs of 
modern crossbows and the prob¬ 
lems you’ll face in the field. 5V9 x8Vi, 
softcover, illus., photos, 94 pp. 

58. DO 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 


~WANTED~ 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, WEAPONRY, 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO 80306. 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 
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KEEP ’EM ALIVE 

The Bodyguard’s Trade 

by Paul Elhanan 

Live on the edge—and live life to its fullest, says Elhanan of a profession as challenging as it 
is rewarding. The demands, the dangers, and the rewards can all be yours if you choose to 
enter this elite profession. Written in entertaining yet informative style, professional body¬ 
guard Elhanan draws from his own experience to describe how to get into the trade; the 
mental and physical resources you need and the skills you must acquire; the clientele you’ll 
work for and the opposition you have to look out for; the variety of jobs in the trade; how to 
stay on the rig ht side of the law and even get it to hel p you; as well as lots of practical info on 
such topics as driving, weapons, communication and cars. 5 V 2 x 8 V 2 , softcover, 128 pp. 

$ 10.00 


keep 
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TONFA TACTICS 
A Strategy for Total Defense 

by Dr. Ted C ambordella 
What single weapon combines the 
power and flexibility to combat and 
overwhelm the knife, club.crowbar, 
nunchaku—and more? This system¬ 
atic course on the ‘tonfa will have 
you flipping and smashing like a 
pro in no time. Chapters detail flips, 
blocks, strikes, chokes and the 
tonfa against other weapons. 5Vi x 
8 Vi, softcover, 229 photos, 136 pp. 

$ 12.00 



COMMANDO DAGGER 
The Complete Illustrated History of 
the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife 

by Leroy Thompson 
The most widely recognized fighting 
knife, the F-S dagger made the vital 
difference in many hand-to-hand 
struggles. For the first time, here’s a 
comprehensive, heavily illustrated 
reference on the F-S and its de¬ 
scendants. Over 60 knives are de¬ 
tailed in photos with accompanying 
specs. 8Vi x 11, clothbound. 189 
photos. 176 pp. $25.00 


COM MANDO 
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COMMANDO FIGHTING 
TECHNIQUES 

by lim Wilson and Paul Evans 
Use your body as a powerful and 
effective weapon by following the 
fighting techniques described in this 
extensively illustrated guide. The 
chokes, strangles, breakaways, re¬ 
leases, locks, throws, sweeps, 
blocks and counters demonstrated 
here combine the Oriental fighting 
arts with Western combat schools 
of self-defense 8x8, softcoyer,pho¬ 
tos, 156pp. $12.00 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwaterdemolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion. survival, and more. BVi x 11, 
softcover. photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


NINJA MIND CONTROL 

by Ashida Kim 

Achieve mastery over your own mind and you will possess 
the key that unlocks the secrets of the cosmos. The true 
warrior-mystic prevails without unsheathing his weapon; 
he is master of the bloodlesscoup. Ashida Kim reveals here 
the meditations, breathing exercises, and kuji-kiri hand 
forms that enable you to cultivate and direct your chi as well 
as tune into the minds of others. Through mind reading, 
subtle manipulation, hypnosis and suggestion and the 
sleight-of-hand techniques of the “Lost Track Form” of 
ninjutsu you'll control the outcome of every encounter. 5% 
x 8Vi, softcover, photos. 112 pp. $1 o.oo 


RAGNARS 

TEN BEST 
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And 
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RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS 
And a Few Others that Are Damn 
Good, Too 

by Rjgrur Benson 
Nab every conceivable fish, fowl 
and beast—including man—with 
Ftagnar's all-time best traps, traps 
that are little-known yet easy to 
build easy to maintain, and guaran¬ 
teed to consistently produce Here's 
your chance to make money selling 
pelts, eat cheap and well or rid your¬ 
self of a nasty pest 5Vi x 8Vi, soft- 
cover,photos illus', 136 pp $8.00 


SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 

From Vietnam and Laos to Centra! America and Africa, the 
U S. Army Special Forces has won renown for its expertise 
in guerrilla warfare. Special Forces Handbook—a classic 
in the field—covers such topics as guerrilla tactics and the 
composition of operational detachments; demolition tech¬ 
niques. such as cratering, rail cuts, and improvised incen¬ 
diaries; unconventional warfare; guerrilla forces' missions, 
air operations, weapons; communications, first aid tech¬ 
niques; and survival skills. AV* x 6, softcover. Nlus.. 216 pp 

S8.00 


Secrets 
Of the 


SECRETS OF THE NINJA 

by Ashida Kim 

This is the re at thing —one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies of 
this terrifying and deadly martial art. 
Text and photos illustrate Ninja 
principles of invisibility, covert en¬ 
try. escape and evasion, assassina¬ 
tion. sentry removal, meditation, 
mind clouding and much more. 5Vi 
x 8Vi. hardcover, 200 photos. 
168 pp $16.95 


THE BRITISH SNIPER 

British and Commonwealth Sniping & Equipments 
1915-1983 
by Ian Skennerton 

As one of the world’s best, the British sniper is indeed a 
special breed. Now for the first time comes an m-depth. 
heavily illustrated study of British and Commonwealth snip¬ 
ing, Special sniper rifles, telescopic and optical sights, 
training, and field and battle tactics are detailed in this 
historical overview and technical guide. Canadian, Anzac, 
South African and Indian sniping are included, as is a list of 
ownership and manufacture markings. 8Vi x 11. hardcover, 
photos, illus.. glossary, bibliography, index. 276 pp $32.50 



THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
COMBAT HANDGUNNING 

by Chuck Taylor 

Ail aspects of combat handgunsand 
their use are covered in this com¬ 
plete manual. Hundreds of illustra¬ 
tions show using survival handguns, 
preparing the handgun for combat, 
caring for handguns, and handgun 
stopping power. An important fire¬ 
arms book forsurvivalistsand com¬ 
bat handgun owners. 8Vi x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 200 pp. $14.95 



NINJA KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Dr. R. Kelly Hill, }r. 

Night falls. The glint of cold steel 
slashes through the darkness. The 
threat is real, but are you ready? 
Become the self-reliant person 
you'd like to be. Learn about select¬ 
ing a knife, grips, training targets 
and drills, physical conditioning and 
the Ninja response modes—Earth. 
Wind, Fire and Water—that give you 
the necessary strategic and tactical 
flexibility. 8Vi x 11, hardcover, 124 
photos, 128 pp $19.95 



I HATE YOU! 

An Angry Man’s Guide to Revenge 

by M. Nelson Cbuncfer 
Make fun where there is none and 
get your revenge at the same time. In 
the same genre as Get Even and Up 
Yours, I Hate You! will ensure you 
get the last laugh! Humorous, yet 
effective, over one hundred sixty 
schemes show how to strikeout at 
those who have done youdirty. 5Vi x 
8Vi. hardcover, 182 pp. $14.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE 


WORLD'S FIGHTING 


ANYWHERE. 

$19.95 

SHOTGUNS. 

S30.00 

NINJA SECRET5 OF 


DRAGONS TOUCH .. 

.$10.00 

INVISIBILITY.. ... 

. $10.00 

DISGUISE TECHNIQUES.. 

.$ 8.00 

BASIC MONKEY BOXING . 

$12.00 

THE FIGHTING RIFLE ...... 

S14.95 

CHINA’S NINJA 


SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN 


CONNECTION.. 

$1 7.95 

WEAPONS HANPBOOK 

S24.95 

FIND ’EM FAST: A PRIVATE 


WARRIOR SECRETS 

S10.00 

INVESTIGATOR’S 


NINJUTSU: BASIC SKILLS 


WORKBOOK . 

$12.00 

AND TECHNIQUES 

.$ 8.95 

LIVING IN TROUBLED 


GERMAN SNIPER......... 

S49.95 

LANDS... 

$14.95 

SHOOTING SCHOOLS.. 

$14.95 

RANGER HANDBOOK 

.$ 8.00 

COMBAT .45 AUTOMATIC.., 

$12.95 

SPECIAL FORCES 


SURVIVAL POACHING ...... 

S16.95 

RECONNAISSANCE 


LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY 

handbook 

$14.95 

AND COUNTRY. ... ... 

$16.95 | 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 « BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 


ft 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307- JMZ 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

Phone (303) 443-7250 



Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7868; Ask for Operator #249. 
Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919.Send $1 
for latest PALADIN CATALOG. Catalog 
free with order, 


Please send me the following titles: 


Payment; 
Card No. - 


□ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 


-Exp. 


.SUBTOTAL_ 

Special Holiday Offer. 
Deduct 20% from any 
order over $5 0. NO 
"EXCEPTIONS. [ [ 

_ Please include '-——* 

$3.00 postage 
. and handling _ 

. TOTAL_ 
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Experience The Forrest Flames 
1986 Pin-Up Calendar 


Forrest, pioneers in 
life support technology 
since 1968, offers their 
First Collector’s Edition 
Pin-Up Calendar with 
sizzling beauties that 
you’ll love all year long. 



Printed in hot color. 
Includes details on the 
latest in escape, rescue 
and personal safety 
devices. 


Order Now ! Supply is limited! Call today at 303/433-3372 to reserve your Forrest 
Flames Calendar or send check or money order for $5.00, plus $1.00 for postage and 
handling, to FORREST SAFETY PRODUCTS, Dept. S, 1150 Speer Boulevard, Denver, 
CO 80204. We accept Mastercard, VISA and American Express. 


FORREST SAFETY PRODUCTS, Dept. S, 1150 Speer Boulevard, Denver, CO 80204 
YES! Rush me . Calendars) only $5.00 each plus $1.00 for postage and handling. 

I am enclosing $_in check or money order 

Please charge my □ Mastercard □ VISA □ American Express 

I 1 L i 1 I I LJ 1 1 1,. I .. 1 1 I I 1 —1 —J Expiration Date LI- J L LJ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City __State_Zip_Ph. # _ 


months but I needed a job to do. Mail takes 
two weeks and they did not leave their telex 
number, so it was time to go home to Texas. 

I want to help the Afghan people. They 
are dedicated but they need our help. Medi¬ 
cines are in great demand, but it takes so 
long to get these through customs that, in 
most cases, the medicines are ruined by the 
time they do. Just about any medicine can 
be purchased in Pakistan at a good price. 
Buy medical supplies there. (Send dona¬ 
tions to SOF’s Afghan Freedom Fighters 
Fund, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Please state whether you want your dona¬ 
tion to be anonymous, or if you want your 
name printed in Bulletin Board.) Yet, as 
desperately as the mujahideen need medi¬ 
cine, what they really need is SAMs. If the 
muj had better AA they wouldn’t need so 
much medicine. 

We must not turn our backs on the 
Afghan people. They need and deserve our 
help. ^ 


TAURUS 

Continued from page 61 

cocked. The Taurus PT 92 AF manual safe¬ 
ty does not serve as a hammer drop. Thus, 
the pistol can be carried either hammer 
down with the first round fired double¬ 
action or “locked and cocked” for single¬ 
action fire from round one onward. 



STRIKE SILENT...STRIKE FAST 


WITH THE MEGA DART MX-7 POWER DART GUN 

Silent • Hard Hitting • Accurate 

PATENTS PENDING MADE IN THE U.SA 

: ---1 COMPLETE WITH SHOULDER STOCK ACCESSORY! 


forward! Just aim and shoot—for hard 
hitting accuracy. MEGA DART MX-7 is 
powerful enough to drive a dart 
through 1" of wood or even sheet 
steel. 

Handsome camouflage styling for 
discrete stalking. Uses .40 caliber 
darts, and features sturdy bolt-action 
type chambering for fast loading. 
Unique adjustable sight for super 
accuracy! 

Each MEGA DART MX-7 is made of 
precision components and 
assembled to rigid specifications for 
rugged use. Designed to deliver 
maximum accuracy and impact for 
small game and target shooting at 
ranges of 50 yards or more, 

Hit hard, fast and silent with MEGA 
DART MX-7. I 


Amazing Power 
Dart Gun is 
New and Exciting! 

MEGA DART MX-7 Is ideal for target 
practice, small game hunting and 
survival shooting. 

Pull back and cock the power 
handle, feel the force ready to surge 


FOR FASTER SHIPMENT 
CALL 

(915) 593-9952 4| 


NAME 


cnv ___ ■. , ,. m/m. .. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 
SIGNATURE:____....._ 


each 


Shipped complete with 
rugged removable 
shoulder stock, extra set 
of power bands, 50 darts 
and 25 broadhead tips 
for hunting! 


(THIS MUST BE SIGNED.) 


$450 

Postage & 
Handling 


Q □ MONEY ORDER □ CHECK □ VISA □ AMERICAN EXPRESS 
{% Q MASTERCARD 

Q CARD No.__„_.«■ . ._EXP. DATE;,_ 

STALKER PRODUCTS, P.O. BOX 370210, EL PASO, TX. 79937 
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FITS ALL T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING THEM INTO LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLES. YOU MUST HAVE A 16” 
BARREL TO MAKE THEM LEGAL WE ALSO OFFER BARREL EXTENSIONS TO FIT THE 14” BARREL 
TO MAKE THEM LEGALLY 16”. 


EXTENSION $19.95 
FOLDING STOCK $67.95 


BLACK PLASTIC 


FOREND$12 
GRIP STOCK $45 


±J 


TOP-FOLDING STOCK 



REM 870 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 * MOSS 
HI-STANDARD 


10 SHOT MAG EXT $32.00 

MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 



7-SHOT 18” BRL. 8 SHOT 20” BRL. 


REM 870/1100 
BROWNING A5 
WIN 1200 • S&W 3000 


$22 



FOLDING STOCK FOR 
• .30 CARBINE • 10/22 


NITEX FOLDER 
FOR STAINLESS MINI 

$79.95 


CARBINE STOCK FITS Gl, 
IVER JOHNSON, OR UNIVERSAL 

$67.95 

SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 


SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 



$15.95 


REM 870 - ITHACA 37 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 • MOSS 500 
HI-STANDARD 





AR-15 BUTTSTOCK 
EXTENSION 


$15 

REPLACES FACTORY 
BUTTPLATE AND ADDS 
ONE INCH TO LENGTH 



MINI-14" SHOWN 


AVAILABLE FOR MINI-14 

10 / 22 - 

.30 CARBINE 
(G.l. OR UNIVERSAL) 


ONE PIECE PISTOL GRIP 
STOCK 

$44.95 

MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DU PONT" ZYTEL 


MINI-14 30 RD MAGS BLUED S14.95 STAINLESS $16.95 


SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 



WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 
REM 870 • S&W 3000 • MOSS 500 
COMES WITH FOREND 
(PLEASE SPECIFY) 



AR-15 / M16 
BUTT STOCK 

OFFHAND NOTCH 3/4” LONGER $30 


ROUND HANDGUARD $24.95 

NFW CANADIAN ARMY 30-R0 ZYTEL MAG SIZ.95 
TELESCOPING ZYTEL MAG STORE LOADED Z0 YEARS 
OR EXPAND TO 45 ROS. $24.95 


VENTILATED HANDGUARD 

<za i l j 


BLACK PLASTIC 
MINI-14 $8 

10/22 $8 

CARBINE STEEL $8 


BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 



EXTENDED 
BUTT PLATE 


$ 15 


RTS MINI-14 - #3 tO/22 
AND 44 MAG RIFLE 


ADDS 1 INCH TO LENGTH 


1100 SHOWN 


PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 



BENELLI $ 
AND SPAS 
STOCKS 
NO FORENDS 


45 


FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 

WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 * MOSS 500-600 
ITHACA 37 • REM 870 
BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SUP 
REM 1100 FORENDS2Q 



XR-5000 “STUN GUN” 

40,000 VOLTS OF STUNNING POWER 

YOU OR YOUR WIFE NOW CAN DEFEND YOURSELVES AGAINST 
DRUNKS. PCP USERS. MUGGERS. ANIMALS OR ANY KIND OF OF¬ 
FENDERS WITHOUT DEADLY FORCE ANO ALSO LESS LIABILITY RISK. 
A SHORT 2 OR 3 SECOND BLAST WILL DAZE AND DROP EVEN THE 
BIGGEST, STRONGEST ATTACKER (EFFECTIVE EVEN WHEN AN AT¬ 
TACKER IS WEARING A HEAVY LEATHER JACKET) YET THERE IS NO 
PERMANENT INJURY-GIVING YOU PLENTY OF TIME TO GET AWAY 

$69.95 Unit WITH FREE NYLON CASE 



QUARTERMASTER AT ™ E SAME TIME * JUST PUT ™ E RED 

U U A HT EH M A ST bn D0T ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 

SALES 

BLACK BALL CAP 

$4.50 EA NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 (Day only) 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS * CARBINES * ASSAULT 
RIFLES * HANDGUNS 


STD $129.90 

UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 
MINI-14 $159,90 
H&K $189,90 
FN $209.95 


ARMSON O.E.G. 

FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 


.22 DAY OR NIGHT $99.95 



EAGLE 
RIFLE CASE 


LIGHTWEIGHT AND RELIABLE. 
MADE OF 11-OZ. WATER REPELLENT 
CORDURA NYLON. CLOSED-CELL FOAM PADDING 
FOR MAXIMUM WATER RESISTANCE AND SHOCK 
ABSORBANCY. REINFORCED, WIDE-WEBBED CARRYING HANDLES. 
LARGE FRONT COVER CARGO AND REAR AMMO POUCHES. HEAVY-DUTY 
“YKK” ZIPPERS. COMES IN BLACK OR WOODLAND CAMP. 



SPECIFY WHICH RIFLE OR STOCK 


“THE FINEST IN TACTICAL EQUIPMENT 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 

SEND $2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 

Please Send Moisey Order or Cashier’s Check 
Call for Credit Card Orders For Faster Service 

ORDERS 6 TO 6 MST 
1-800-552-0070 EXT. 543 

QUESTIONS 10-5:30 M-F 
1-505-884*8822 


7201 AYENIDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE. NM 87109 
4509 MENAUL NE - ALBUQUERQUE • NM £7110 
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Czechoslovakia’s CZ 75 also offers this best 
of all possible worlds and these options are 
much to my liking. The Taurus safety lever is 
correctly located for effortless manipulation. 
And 4) a spring-loaded, notched-steel pin in 
the slide blocks the firing pin’s forward move¬ 
ment until the last instant of trigger travel 
when it is thrust upward by a trigger-operated 
lever in the frame. This latter mechanism does 
not protrude through the top of the slide as it 
does on the 92SB-F and for that reason it is 
somewhat better than the Beretta. 

The trigger itself, with a single-action 
pull weight of 10.0 lbs., apparently func¬ 
tions as another safety device as one must 
devote Herculean effort to discharge the 
piece. There is no overtravel in either the 
single- or double-action modes, but there is 
some nasty stacking (also called “load¬ 
ing”) at the end of the double-action pull. 
The double-action pull weight was beyond 
the limit of my measuring instruments, 
somewhere over 18 lbs. Although not too 
much worse than the Beretta 92 series, the 
Taurus needs trigger work. Why don’t they 
do these things at the factories any more? 

An exotic Amazonian hardwood is used 
to make the grip panels. The dense wood 
has been left uncheckered (preferable, in 
my opinion) and given a semigloss hand- 
rubbed oil finish. Quite handsome, they 
contrast nicely with the pistol’s black metal 
surfaces. A military lanyard loop is in the 
usual location on the heel of the frame. 



Some guys seem to take their 
M19-A a little tao serious - but 
with specs like a 3,000 BB per 
minute rate with an effective 
range of over 50 yards, can you 
blame them? It's rugged, reliable, 
and runs off compressed air or 
standard 1 pound cans of Freon 
12. What could be better! A 
smaller pistol version? Well we 
have that too (The M-l9-AMP). Get 
in on the auto action - get your 
M-l9-A today! 

$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 

FL RESIDENTS ADD 3ft SALES TAX 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

LARCINT., 736 Industry Road, Longwood, FL 32750 
(305) 339-i6699 


t UK SirUHACHWE {TON 

^SHOULDER STOCK 

(For a limltod lime oniy^ 



VIETNAM) 
^VETERAN f m 


OQ QC Includes Is, Cass rl11 ” 

mail in US.A. & Canada ^UH SlZ( 

01O fifl Each For Foreign Orders 
V lt«UU (t 0 cover airmail) 

Send $1.00 for catalog with many other designs 


To order: 

Fill in all information, clip 
coupon, enclose check, cash 
or money order and mail to: 


R.J.S. T-SHIRTS INC. 
P.O. BOX 372 
FANWOOD, N.J. 
07023 


SUB TOTAL 


QUANTITY 


NAME 


6 color on O.D. 1305 6 color on O.D. 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 




jt 


#1515 — Soldier of Fortune Tour Jacket 

Black nylon satin jacket with flannel lining. 
S,M,L,XL. $49.95 


W.G. 




#1014 — SOF Helicopter. Olive Green. 
S,M,L,XL. $8.95 
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Competition & Combat Accessories w 
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Ruger Mini — 14 



• • ■, .»w*..****A«P 


Mini-14 Pistol Grip Stock 

S45.00 



Ventilated Hand Guard $8.00 

Mini-14 Folding Stock $67.95 

WASP SYSTEM scope mounts shown above are all steel with 
fully adjustable rear aperature sight. No alterations reguired. 
1252 — WASP Systems scope mount, blue w/Weaver Base . $49.95 

B5098R14 — For Beeman SS-1 or SS-2 Scopes . . $ 49.95 

*55* “HOHREIN” $ 7 £ q 
.22 Caliber Conversion Kit 

For the Ruger Mini-14 Series_ 



MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 

1236 Matching Ventilated Handguard...$8.00 

1240 Cage Flash Suppressor W/Winged Front Sight, Blue ........_$30.00 

1241 Same as above in Stainless Steel. $33.00 

1246 M-14 Style Flash Suppressor W/Sight, Blue...................... $30.00 

1247 Same as above in Nitex Finish.. $38.00 

1252 WASP Scope Mt. W/Rear Aperture, Blue.. ..$49.95 

2105 All Steel “Wooley Bugar” Bipod ... ..... $40.00 

1273 Brass catcher, 180,181,182,183 ... $24.95 

1268 Brass Catcher, Ranch Model. $24.95 

1268 20rd Fed. Ord,, Blue Magazine. $9.90 

1269 20rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine ....................... .. $13.00 

1261 20rd Ruger Magazine.... $19.50 

1262 30rd Ruger Magazine.... ... $34.95 

1259 30rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine.$12.75 

1266 30rd Fed. Ord., Nickel Magazine. .....$15.00 

1260 40rd Fed. Ord., Blue Magazine ...... $22.00 

12 6^40r^ed^rd^ickelMagazin^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^$25^0 


AIRMSOIM ©, 


TM 


Binocular Combat Gunsight 



The Occluded Eye Gunsight (O.E.G.) is simple to use and effective day or 
night. During daylight the average shooter can raise the rifle, aim and fire 
within two seconds. A! night it’s just as fast, but unlike iron sights at night, 
the O.E.G. is deadly accurate. 

To use the O.E.G. the shooter, upon seeing a target, raises the rifle to the 
firing position, keeping both eyes focused on the target. A red dot will appear 
in sharp focus in the target area. (The dot will appear in sharp focus because 
the gun sight simulates perceived distance.) The shooter merely moves the 
weapon to place the dot on the target and fires to obtain a hit day or night. 

The Afrpsort O.E.G. has continuoji$jllumination for ten years at which the 
luminous cells can be replaced, The, O.E.G. is 5*4 inches loig and weighs 
between 4V<i and 5V? ounces depending on the type mount usee! 

An instruction and combat training manual is included with each gim sight 
Both eyes are used at the same time, binocular vision required. 

#45 OEG Standard Model has 1" tube to fit 1 ” rings 
and is 5.35” long.. .,,. . . $129.95 

#1.22 D/N includes dovetail mount to fit .22's and airguns. Has 16mm eyepiece 
lens instead of 24mm) and Is 3.75 inches long . . 99.95 

#3 AR-15 Includes-seethrough mount. Fastens to Colt AR 15 or Ml 6 with 
one nut ..... -fgg gj 

#2 Minl-14 Ruger Mini 14 allows use of original iron sights. .... 159.95 

#2 H & K Includes see-through claw type mount activated by socket head 
screws, fits models 91, 93, 94, G-3, MP-5. etc. 189.95 

#1 UZI 9mm model A, B, or full auto SMG. This see-thrcugh model will clamp 
to bolt cover and does not interfere with the operation of 
cocking handle ........... ..,. .... .. 189.95 

#1REM. Models 1100 and 870, 12 gauge shotguns. Needs four holes drilled 
and tapped in the thicker part of the receiver away from the center 
groove ..... „... 174.95 


Ruger 10/22 



Folding Stock $67.95 




Pistol Grip Stock 

$45.00 


11201 BMF Activator $ 19.95 


FLASH SUPPRESSOR. 14.95 

CHOATE PLASTIC HANDGUARD.. 8.00 
RAMLINE 30RD. MAG.(BLACK)..9.95 
RAMLINE 30RD. MAG.(CLEAR).10.95 
EXTENDED MAGAZINE RELEASE..4.95 
50RD. MITCHELL DRUM.29.95 


7106 30RD. ALL STEEL MAG.W/ADAPTER.20.00 

7106A EXTRA 30RD. ALL STEEL MAG. ...12.95 

11202 CLAMP ON BIPOD.12.00 

1 1203C CAM0 CASE FOR BIPOD. 5.00 

11203B BLACK CASE FOR BIPOD. 5.00 

11201 BMF ACTIVATOR ...19.95 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 




SEND $1 
FOR CATALOG 




HHIIH 


C.O.D. ORDERS ACCEPTED 

VISA 


P. O. BOX 1995 
EL DORADO, AR 71730 


CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-643-1564 


2101 N. COLLEGE 
(501)8635659 


1+1 1*1 

IN CANADA CONTACT 

MIL ARM CO. LTD. 

10969 101ST. STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H259 


1*1 


1*G 


96 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 85 
































































zrjm 


TACTICAL AND PRACTICAL 

Vector 1 s Tactical Load Bearing Vest 
(TLBV) represents a state-of-the-art 
design and execution in tactical load 
carrying equipment. Developed for 
Special Forces for extended use in 
extreme situations. The TLBV is con¬ 
structed of 8 ounce Military Baiistics 
Camouflage Nylon with boxed “X" 
reinforcements in critical stress areas. 
Complete with 4 pre-shaped ammo 
pockets and 2 grenade pockets, the 
TLBV features an exceptional high load- 
to-weight ratio. 

One size fits all torso lengths. $139.00 
(does not come with belt). 8.00 P&H 


CLEAN, DRY, AND QUICK ACCESS 

Vector*s Cocoon is both a padded 
handgun case and an easy access 
holster. Its storm seal closure shields 
your handgun from dirt and moisture. 
High density foam padding protects 
from bumps and condensation, yet the 
Velcro® seal opens with light finger 
pressure for quick access. A unique web 
ladder adjusts over different size belts...no 
need to thread the belt through. When 
you must draw your handgun from its 
cocoon, you will have no doubts about 
its reliability. Add $2.50 P&H. 

Small (fits .22-38) $17.95 
Medium (fits .9mm-.45) $18.95 
Large (fits .357.44) $19.95 


Vector 

PACK SYSTEMS 

Box 444 Lafayette, CO 80026 (303) 665-9220 


Beneath the attractive grip panels rests a 
15-rd. staggered box-type magazine pat¬ 
terned after that of the Browning Hi-Power. 
There are three cartridge-counter holes on 
the rear face, marked ‘5,’ ‘10’ and ‘15.’ 
While the magazine appears similar to that 
of the Beretta 92SB-F, the magazine-catch 
cuts are larger on the Brazilian magazine. 
Taurus boxes do not function reliably in the 
PT’s Italian counterparts. 

Disassembly procedures remain identical 
to the Beretta 92 series. Remove the maga¬ 
zine and make certain no cartridge remains 
in the chamber. Depress the disassembly 
lever’s release button from the right side of 
the frame and rotate the lever counterclock¬ 
wise until it stops. Pull the entire slide group 
forward and separate from the frame. Re¬ 
move the recoil spring and guide rod. Sepa¬ 
rate the barrel from the slide. The locking 
block can be slid off the barrel from either 
the right or left sides. Re-assemble in the 
reverse order. 

More than 1,000 rounds were fired 
through my Taurus PT 92 AF. Seven differ¬ 
ent types were used in an effort to exploit 
any possible flaws in the quality of its con¬ 
struction. They were: Finnish Lapua 124- 
gr. FMJ (full metal jacket), 1949 Yugoslav 
military surplus 124-gr. FMJ, Spanish mili¬ 
tary surplus FNT (F&brica Nacional de 
Toledo, 1952) 126-gr. FMJ, Remington 
124-gr. FMJ, and Federal 115-gr. JHP 
(jacketed hollowpoint). There was not a 
single stoppage of any kind. 

Accuracy potential is excellent. This pistol 
shot groups with an extreme spread of less 
than 2 inches at 25 yards with all the ammuni¬ 
tion tested except the Spanish and Yugoslav 
military surplus, which after 35 years of uncer¬ 
tain storage is best reserved for grinding 
through submachine guns. The pistol shot 
slightly low and to the left at all ranges — 
possibly a consequence of the terrible trigger, 
which simply must be lightened to wring full 
potential out of the PT 92 AF. 

Nevertheless, rapid-fire double-taps fired 
from 10 yards — first round double-action, 
second round single-action — were never 
farther than four inches apart. Hit probabil¬ 
ity is high for experienced pistoieros. Heft, 
feel and balance are excellent for those with 
normal-sized hands and the grip-to-frame 
angle is ergonomically correct. 

The price is sure right. At $317 suggested 
retail, you can purchase two PT 92 AF pis¬ 
tols for the price of one Beretta 92SB-F. 
Better yet, buy one, get a trigger job and a 
proper set of leather and still have several 
hundred dollars left over for ammunition. In 
addition, Taurus offers a free lifetime repair 
policy (excludes finish, grips and sights). 
An adjustable sight model, known as the PT 
99 AF, is available for $341 (blued finish) 
or $353 in satin nickel finish (PT 99 AFN). 

I recommend the Taurus PT 92 AF as the 
very best buy in laige-magazine-capacity, 
double-action 9mm pistols, without reserva¬ 
tions of any kind. Besides Brazil, eighteen 
other military users agree. For further in¬ 
formation on this superb line of priced-right 
pistols, contact Taurus International Manufac- 



A Pound of Protection 


Beats an Ounce of Lead* 


SILENT 



PARTNER 


Body armor you can’t afford to be without 


Stop kidding yourself. You will 
never wear your old-fashion ar¬ 
mor regularly. It’s too hot, too 
bulky, too uncomfortable. And 
carrying it around In the trunk of 
your car is a waste of space. Youl’ll 
never have time to put it on if 
things get rough. 


THE ONLY ARMOR WORTH HAV¬ 
ING IS ARMOR YOU CAN WEAR 
ALL DAY EVERY DAY. 

And that means the Silent Partner 
T-shirt style standard model —Vh 
pounds of comfortable, conceal- 
able and effective armor from a 
maker whose name is synonymous 
with quality from Miami to Manila. 

*ln this case three 158-grain JHP .38 
Spl. +P 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF1285, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


HEM * 


COLOR GTY, 


□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 
Card #_ 


Postage & Handing 
. 3.6% Suits* Tax (CO net.) 

. TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 


CITY- 


_ ST ATI 


. ZIP— 


W* accept telephone order*, on MasterCard & VISA — ealL tu at (SG3) 449-3750. Sorry, no 
collect call* accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE >1.75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED — 
INCLUDE 75$ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas 
orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 


Official 

SOLDIER 

OF 

FORTUNE 

T-SHIRTS 

S, M, L, XL 


#1007 — Participant Southeast Asia Wargames — 2nd place. 
Black. $7.95. 

#1001 — Soldier of Fortune (logo). White or navy. $8.95 
#1013 — C.A.T.T. — Central America Training Team. Navy. 
$8.95 

#1014 — SOF Helicopter. Olive Green S,M,L,XL $$8.95 
#1006 — Marines — Let me win your hearts and minds or 111 
bum your damn huts down. Gold. $8.95 
#1005 — Special Forces — Living by chance. Loving by 
choice. Killing by profession. Black. $8.95 
#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian meet Allah. Backed 
with “Hey, we just stepped in some Shiite.” Tan. 
$8.95. 

#1002 — Peace Through Superior Firepower. White. $7.95 
#1011 — Grenada: When you care enough to send the very 
best. White. $8.95 

#1012 — Communism is CONTRA-Banned. Red. $8.95 
#1004 — Death Rides a Pale Horse. White. $7.95 
#1009 — SOF/HK (features the MP5 SMG). Black. $8.95 
#1010 — SOF Sport Shirt. 50/50 cotton/poly blend. With rib-knit 
collar and sleeve cuffs. Navy, white or.red. $14.95 
#1015 — SOF 10th Anniversary Long-sleeve T-shirt. Backed 
w/SOF World Tour. 100% cotton. Navy. $12.95 
#1017 — SOF Shorts. Rugby style with two side pockets and 
elasticized waist Navy. S, M, L, XL. $12.95 
#1016 — SOF Sweat Pants. 50/50 cotton/poly blend. Navy. S, 

M, L, XL $13.95 


#1001 


'ey 

SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 


#1013 


#1010 


#1014 


#1004 


#1009 


0>Y>| 
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turing, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 4563 S.W. 71st Ave¬ 
nue, P.O. Box 558567, Ludlam Branch, 
Miami, Florida 33155). ^ 


IRANIAN 

CONNECTION 

Continued from page 39 

That ambassador, Hojatolleslam 
Mohtashami, was the subject of an unusual 
assassination plot in late 1983 when a gift 
Hadith , or book of Koranic commentary 
and interpretation, exploded as he opened 
it. Iran blamed Iraq for the attack, which 
Mohtashami survived. If he had died, one 
assumes they would have blamed the 
Israelis. 

According to the Center’s scholars, 
Damascus’ links to the Shi’ite groups com¬ 
prising Islamic Jihad go past the Iranian 
ambassador and right into the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment. “They all go to Damascus to re¬ 
port to [Deputy President Abdel-Halim] 
Khaddam, sometimes twice a week. This 
includes Berri, [Lebanese Druse leader 
Walid] Jumblatt, and Shi’ite extremist lead¬ 
ers like Mousavi,” Cal van said. 

In order for Islamic Jihad to operate at all, 
they have to have “at least Syrian acquies¬ 
cence, if not cooperation. Their operations 
are done from Syrian-controlled territory,” 
Center director Yoram Ettinger said. 

“Where do all the arms come from, if not 
from Syria? They can’t come from any¬ 
where else. If they come from Iran, it has to 
be with Syrian consent. If the Syrians dis¬ 
approve of something, they know how to 
stop it very quickly. In the eastern part of 
Lebanon nothing can be done, especially in 
military matters, without the help or consent 
of the Syrians. They have controlled this 
area since 1976, and some areas have been 
practically annexed,” Cal van said. 

According to the Center’s scholars, there 
is an arrangement between Iran and Syria 
that works something like this: Syria sup¬ 
plies Iran with weapons, munitions and dip¬ 
lomatic support in its war with Syria’s Arab 
rival, Iraq. In return, Iran uses Lebanon’s 
substantial pro-Khomeini Shi’ite communi¬ 
ty to further Syrian interests in Lebanon. In 
return for this Iranian help, Syria will toler¬ 
ate or ignore other Iranian-inspired opera¬ 
tions, as long as Syrian interests aren’t 
directly threatened. 

Iran, which has been at war with Iraq for 
five years, mounts terrorist operations 
against that country and its friends in the 
Arab Gulf, especially Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. Syrian intelligence is widely be¬ 
lieved to support Iran’s anti-Iraqi operations 
and even mount a few of its own, but it 
apparently has little or nothing to do with 
terrorism in the rest of the Persian Gulf. 
Iran’s other Arab ally, Libya, surprisingly 
seems to have almost no involvement in 
Iranian terrorist operations in the Gulf or 
elsewhere, aside from giving Iran weapons 
and some basic training. 



Wichita Arms 
45 Slide Conversion 

• Wichita Rear Sight Buried & Melted into Slide. 

• Wichita Front Sight Milled & Silver Soldered. 

• Port Opened for easy Ejection. 

• Flatten Top of Slide. • Glass beaded & Reblued. 
All this for only $ 119.95 

Send $1.00 and a S.A.S.E. for our complete catalog. Dealers inquiries invited. 
We are Professionals at Manufacturing & Customizing All Types of 

Wichita Arina, Inc. 

444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67211 _ 

(361) 265-0661 


Competition Guns. 


RUM WITH 

AMERICAS FINEST/ 



To the RUNNING CADENCES of the U.S. MARINES! 
RANGERS! AIRBORNE! & INFANTRY! 


listen 

cadences on your portable cassette 
player while running or working out! 

You'll go faster! Farther! And enjoy it more! 

The 100% motivating way to get back in 
boot camp shape! 

Each 40 minute, stereo cassette <« $9.95. 

NEW RELEASES! 

Volume II, "RUN TO CADENCE WITH THE U.S. MARINES!" ( H 450) (All new cadences, with the same 

Cassette 440M A percussion music-enhanced version of "RUN TO CADENCE WITH THE U.S. ARMY 
INFANTRY!" Easiest to keep pace with. 


MATCHING RUNNING SHIRTS! 

Cold Marine emblem on red shirt; Cold Ranger emblem on black shirt; Silver Airborne emblem on 
black shirt; Black Infantry emblem on light blue shirt. Shirts are of highest quality 50-50 blend. State 
size (Small, Med., Large, Xtra Lg.). All shirts $9.95. 


OTHER RECORDINGS: 

"The Training of a U.S.Marine, Parris Island" (#805) and "The Training of a Marine/San Dtego" (#806). 45 minutes of 
on-the-spot recordings of Marine Corps Boot Camp $9.95- "VIETNAM With The American Fighting Man" Now a 
classic collector's item. Highlighted by the actual sounds of U.S. troops in combat, $9.95 

SPECIAL BONUS OFFER! BUY FOUR CASSETTES, GET FIFTH FREE! 


Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Offer good only in U.S. and Canada 


Qty. 

Price 

Amount 

Name 

Marine Cadence Cassette (#410) 


"WST 


Marine Cadences Vot. II, ( « 450) 


$9.95 


Address i 

Marine Running Shirt (Size ) 


$9.95 


Airborne Cadence Cassette (#420) 


$9.95 


Airborne Running Shirt (Size ) 


$9.95 


Ranger Cadence Cassette (#430) 


$9.95“ 



Ranger Running Shirt (Size ) 


49.95 


Infantry Cadence Cassette (#440) 


$9.95 


Music-enhanced version ( # 440M) 


49:95 


Infantry Running Shirt (Size ) 


$9.95 



Marine/Parris island #805 

(LP, cassette or 8-track ) 


$9.95 


Marine/San Diego #806 

(LP, cassette or 8-track ) 


$9.95 


DOCUMENTARY RECORDINGS S 

P.O. BOX 99788 San Diego, Calif. 92109® 

&->• ■ 

VIETNAM #930 (LP album only) 


$9.95 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER (indicate 
five cassettes ) 


$39.90 


SOF4 Shipping & H 

Calif, residents add 6% sales tax 

andling 

TOTAL 

$1.50 
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VIETNAM SHIRT 

Available in O.D. or Grey 
4 Color Print 
$7.50 



THE BALLISTIC KNIFE 

The Knife that shoots! 
The only one of its kind 
available in thefree world. 
Shoots 30 feet 
$79.95 


A LITTLE TO THE RIGHT 

P.O. Box 603 
Reisterstown, MD 21136 
—$1.00 per item shipping and 
handling 

—Check or money order 
U.S. Dollars Only 
—MD. Res. Add $5.90 Tax 
—Foreign Orders Add $2.50 
Shipping and Handling 


The main Iranian organizations which 
terrorize Iraq and the Gulf states are Islamic 
Jihad and the Al-Da’awa (the Call) Party. 
Al-Da’awa is a fundamentalist Shi’ite group 
that advocates a universal Islamic Republic 
on the Khomeini model. It is particularly 
active against Iraq and Kuwait, and many of 
its operations are carried out by native 
Shi’ites although Lebanese and Iranian 
nationals are also used. Al-Da’awa is based 
in Iran, and its headquarters comes under 
the direct supervision of Iran’s Hezbollah. 

Iran also mounts terrorist attacks against 
French targets because France supports Iraq 
in the Gulf war. There have been no Iranian 
attacks on Soviet targets despite the Soviet 
Union’s even greater support of Iraq. Iran’s 
long, common border with the Soviet Union 
and the Soviets’ well-known lack of humor 
may have something to do with this. 

On the international front, Iran and its 
two Arab allies, Libya and Syria, are 
virulently anti-American and anti-Israeli, 
and they often coordinate their operations 
against those two countries. Additionally, 
Libya and Syria, but not Iran, are actively 
pro-Soviet, and it would be naive to think 
there has never been any Soviet involve¬ 
ment in Iran’s terror campaign, particularly 
the* 1983 assaults on the U.S. Embassy 
(which killed seven top CIA operatives) and 
the Marine barracks in Beirut. 

With all this in mind, the various connec¬ 
tions shown by the following list of Iran- 
related terrorism will become apparent: 

1980 

April — Al-Da’awa supporters launch a 
bombing campaign in Iraq, but fail in an 
assassination attempt on Iraqi Deputy Pre¬ 
mier Tareq Aziz. Iraq blames Iran. 

1981 

6 October — Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat assassinated during a military parade 
by Egyptian Army officers thought to have 
ties to Iran and Libya. Officers claim to 
belong to the Moslem Brotherhood., 

1983 

18 April — U.S. Embassy in Beirut de¬ 
stroyed by a suicidal truck-bomber. Islamic 
Jihad claims responsibility. 

23 October — Suicidal truck-bombers 
attack U.S. Marine and French paratrooper 
positions around Beirut — more than 300 
killed. Islamic Jihad claims responsibility. 

4 November — Suicidal truck-bombers 
attack Israeli Army positions in the southern 
Lebanese city of Tyre — 32 killed, 23 of 
them Arab prisoners. Islamic Jihad claims 
responsibility. 

12 December — Seven targets in Kuwait 
bombed including American and French 
Embassies. Islamic Jihad claims credit. 
Suspects interrogated by the Kuwaitis admit 
belonging to the Al-Da’awa Party and 
working under Iranian orders. 

1984 

1 January — Islamic Jihad claims respon¬ 
sibility for putting a bomb aboard a French 
train at the Marseille railroad station on 
New Year’s Eve. 

3 January — French embassy driver 
Raymond Henry Vautier shot outside the 



EAGLE 

SWORD 

CANE 


The NAPOLEON BONA¬ 
PARTE Eagle Sword Cane 
is the masterpiece of our 
French Collection. From 
handle to sword-tip, one of 
the most beautiful canes 
we have ever seen. Stunn¬ 
ing silverplate eagle head 
is intricately reproduced 
with a jewelers eye for 
detail, perfectly com- 
ptements the dark brown 
cane shaft. Sword is made 
of high carbon steel, with 
tri-foil design tapering to a 
distinct point. A collector's 
must! $148,00 


$146 


SWORD dji oa 
UMBRELLA * w 

known to be popular with agents of fact and f 
tion. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 2 ... 

sword in shaft. Length 36”. &/ 



Protect Your Valuables 


WITH OUR 


HIDING BOOK 



secrete money has always been in a book. Think of how many 
books a thief would have to look through: And now you can 
hide largerthings... like a gun, or a box of jewelry ... many 
things. And you can carry your hidden object with you in one of 
these "'Hiding Books”. Full size book, random titles used, 
handmade, and velvet lined in red. Brand new books. With 
cover close you can’t tell from any other book. The space 
inside is 5 x 8 inches. This is a top quality item. 


$19.00 POSTPAID 

BRITISH OFFICER'S SWAGGER STICKS 


Hand Stitched Leather Covered Swagger 
24“ long, black or brown leather. $24.50 

Malacca Swagger 
24” long, $12.50 

Blackthorn Swagger 
24“ long, $12.50 


PRODUCTOF 

BRITAIN 


PARALYZER TEAR GAS 



Sold at wholesale prices while 
quantities last! 

Police Model shoots 
a stream of tear gas 
18 feet. Fires 70, 
one-second blasts. 

List price $8.95 Sale 
price only $6.50 
each, or 6 for $30 
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ORDER FROM THE DUTCHMAN TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


La Sentinelle 
SPRING LOADED 

STEEL 

WHIP 

Compact Security 

6” closed... 

ZAP! 15” coiled 
STEEL protection. 


Our Price 


$ 1 9.50 postpaid, 
and that includes a FREE 
leather holster. Made 
in France. Handsome black 


DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 
The vansieek FABFOO N a 

Receptivity plus convenient size. 

The VanSleek Farfoon combines 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


FOON 


$148 

postpaid 


THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 


Farther than TWO Football Fields 

NEW! "SOUND CUT-OUT" CIRCUIT 


We have ihe authentic INDIANA JONES * hat. 
Now Ihe adventure can be yours 1 

Small 6 3 / 4 -6'/b Large: 7 %- 7 % 
Medium- 7 - 7 % X-Large: 7y 2 -7% 

$22.50 

POSTPAID 


BIONIC EAR $68 


Our price $68 and that includes ship¬ 
ping. Optional booster $39. Our Bionic 
Ear also comes with a built-in tape jack 


AUTHENTIC 


NOVA XR5000 


STUN 


GUN 


$63 


50,000 VOLTS! 


Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current available 
from the battery that powers this unit, 
Nova Technologies, Inc. strongly 
directs that you equip your XR5000 
with a rechargeable 9-volt Nickel- 
Cadmium battery. Rechargeable set 
includes single charger, module and 
one 9-volt battery. 


? i^.50 

FAMOUS 
BLUE STREAK® 
RESCUE LIGHT 

93,000 Candlepower from only six standard flashlight 
batteries! Thousands sold to police, fire departments, 
SWAT teams, rescue squads, hunters and out- 
doorsmen. Its tremendous piercing beam on land cuts 
through fog and smoke. Made to take the most rugged 
abuse. Smooth Blue Streak polypropylene finish is al¬ 
most impossible to break. Previously sold for $16.95. 
Dutchman buying power lowers the price to $12.50 for 
one, $22.00 for two ($11.00 each), $40.00 for four 
($10.00 each) and $54.00 for six ($9.00 each). 

NEW! COMES COMPLETE WITH KRYPTON BULB 
FOR OVER 100,000 CANDLEPOWER. EXTRA 
BULBS ARE ONLY $4.95 


FREE Leather Holster 


STUN GUN will instantly 
“scramble” an attacker's 
nervous system causing 
immediate —(temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touch¬ 
ing your attacker anywhere 
he will drop helpless even 
through many layers of clo¬ 
thing. But not lethal. 


\V\e* 


Charger & battery $16 


rechargeable 
battery set 


‘This is the authentic AMERICAN 
MADE Nova XR5000. Beware of im- 
mitations now on the market. Every 
Nova XR5000 we ship contains war¬ 
ranty and instructions from Nova 
Technologies, Austin, Texas, your 
assurance this is the genuine article. 


ORDER THE XR-5000 WITH HOLSTER, CHARGER, & BATTERY $79 


THUMB 

CUFF 


$9.50 


Double lock thumbeuff— 

2 keys. Nickel plated steel. 
Vinyl carrying case. 




THE DUTCHMAN PAYS 


V® ALL SHIPPING & INSURANCE 


MC/VISA COD Customers 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 


The Dutchman 

Dept. 1285 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 
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AMBo 


Nylon Pistol Belt 

With Heavy Duty Buckie - Black, O.D., or Camo 

*6°° each (or) 3fbr $ 15°° 

Catalogue. S1.00 

FREE With Purchase 

To Order Write: 

RAMBO SURPLUS 

P.O. Box 127 • Richmond Hill, NY 11418 

orCall 718-849-9087 

CHECKS. MONEY ORDERS. VISA. MASTERCARD. 

AMEX ACCEPTED NO C.O.D. SHIPPING SI 00 PER ITEM 
NY RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX 


Survival 
Kit Knife 
$1400 

compass, 
honing stone 
fishing hooks, 
matches, saw, 
sewing kit. 


Genuine Jungle Boots . 24.00 

B.D.U Pants / Shirts 

Sizes XS-XL Camo, O.D., Black Tiger Stripes . . 22.00 

Gl M65 Field Jacket _... 42.00 

Gl Jungle Hat .. 7.00 

Binoculars I0x50mm. witri Case . . ... 48.00 

Gl Black, O.D., Commando 
Sweater . 35.00 


home of the French Consul-General in 
Beirut. Islamic Jihad claims credit. 

15 January — Dr. Malcom Kerr, presi¬ 
dent of the American University in Beirut, 
assassinated. Islamic Jihad claims responsi¬ 
bility. 

17 January — Saudi Arabian Consul 
Hussein Abdullah Farrash kidnaped in 
Beirut, released 20 February. Islamic Jihad 
claims responsibility. 

2 February'— Washington Post links Syr¬ 
ian intelligence to the “Islamic Jihad” 
bombing of U.S. Marines on 23 October 
1983. 

7 February — The Shah’s former gov¬ 
ernor of Tehran, General Gholam Ali 
Oveissi, and his brother, Colonel Gholam 
Hossein Oveissi, assassinated in Paris — 
both shot in the head. Islamic Jihad claims 
credit. Gen. Oveissi had been condemned to 
death by the Khomeini regime. 

8 February — Khalifa Ahmed Abdel 
Aziz Al-Mubarak, United Arab Emirates 
ambassador to France, assassinated in Paris 
—• shot in the back of the head. Islamic 
Jihad suspected. 

July — Libyan diplomat Muhammad 
Airdress Hammed assassinated in Madrid, 
Spain. Credit claimed by the Musa Sadr 
Brigade. Two arrested suspects belong to 
Hezbollah. The killing was in revenge for 
Libya’s presumed murder of Lebanese 
Shi’ite leader, Musa Sadr, in 1978. 

July-September — Nineteen mine explo¬ 
sions disrupt shipping in the Gulf of Suez 
and Red Sea. Islamic Jihad claims responsi¬ 
bility for laying the mines. Egypt openly 
voices suspicions of Iranian and Libyan in¬ 
volvement. 

6 August — Khaled al-Marzouk, pub¬ 
lisher of the anti-Khomeini Kuwaiti news¬ 
paper, Al-Anba’a , is attacked, and his Pak¬ 
istani chauffeur is killed in Marbella, Spain. 
Islamic Jihad claims responsibility. 

14 September — Two Saudis killed in 
Marbella, Spain. Islamic Jihad claims credit. 

19 September—U.S. Embassy Annex in 
the Beirut suburb of Aukar bombed by a 
suicide-bomber driving a van. Islamic Jihad 
claims responsibility. 

27 November — Italians arrest seven 
Lebanese Shi’ites planning to blow up the 
U.S. Embassy in Rome with a truck bomb. 
All thought to be members of Islamic Jihad 
and/or Hezbollah. Another conspirator 
arrested earlier in Switzerland. They had 
detailed plans of the U.S. Embassy and 
information on routine schedules and move¬ 
ments. Iranian intelligence suspected of in¬ 
volvement. 

6 December — Islamic Jihad hijacks a 
Kuwait Airways jet to Tehran, demanding 
the release of 14 terrorists held for the De¬ 
cember 1983 bombings in Kuwait. The hi¬ 
jackers reportedly belong to Hezbollah. 
Two American passengers are brutally mur¬ 
dered while the Iranian authorities do noth¬ 
ing. Finally, Iranian “commandos” free 
the passengers, but the hijackers are not 
prosecuted or extradited. 

1985 

28 February — Iraqi assistant cultural 


attache at Iraqi Embassy in Kuwait, Hadi 
Awad Said, and his son are killed when four 
gunmen assault their home. Iran-backed Al- 
Da’awa Party suspected. 

22 May — Iraqi Popular Army troops 
find an abandoned Mercedes truck stuck in a 
sand dune close to Al-Qa’em near Iraq’s 
border with Syria. The truck contains three 
tons of TNT, eight fuses, three barrels of 
gasoline, and documents with the insignia 
of Syria’s General Intelligence Directorate, 
Management Department #275. 

25 May — Assassination attempt on the 
Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed 
Al-Sabbah. Direct Iranian involvement 
strongly suspected. 

June — Twenty suspects with ties to Iran 
arrested in Kuwait for possible complicity 
in the 25 May assassination attempt on the 
Emir. The actual would-be assassin is iden¬ 
tified as Mehdi Ramadan Shah, a pro-Iran 
Al-Da’awa operative living in Kuwait on a 
false Pakistani passport. 

14 July — Two terrorists hijack TWA 
Flight 847 at Athens airport. A third would- 
be hijacker, Ali Atwa, arrested by the Greek 
authorities in Athens, claims he belongs to 
Islamic Jihad. He is released when the hi¬ 
jackers threaten to kill the plane’s Greek 
passengers. The original hijackers, who 
murdered a U.S. Navy diver at Beirut air¬ 
port, say they are members of Hezbollah. 
The hostages are finally released on 30 June 
after intervention by Syria, Iran, and Nabih 
Berri’s Amal militia. 

My best information is that four high- 
ranking Iranian officials probably planned 
and ordered the hijacking of TWA flight 
847 on 14 June; The New York Times 
quotes Sen. Jesse Helms as saying Iran 
planned the hijacking and trained at least 
one of the original hijackers. 

Helms said would-be hijacker Ali Atwa 
spent three weeks in training camps near 
Mashhad and Tehran, a detail I can’t con¬ 
firm independently. He also said an Iranian 
C-130 Hercules took some Revolutionary 
Guards’ officials to Damascus on 8 June, 
and that three officials went to Ba’albek, 
Lebanon, on 10 June to plan the actual hi¬ 
jacking. I have been able to confirm this 
information independently. Helms didn’t 
name the officials or say who they met with 
in Ba’albek, but I will rectify that omission 
here. 

A quick perusal of news bulletins from 
Iran’s official Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) and Tehran’s official 
Kayhan newspaper shows several visits by 
high-ranking Iranians to Syria and Lebanon 
just prior to the 14 June hijacking. 

IRNA reported an 8 June official state 
visit to Syria by Revolutionary Guards’ 
Minister Rafiq-Doust for talks with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk Shahr, and the 5 
June Kayhan noted that Muhammad Lavos- 
sani, General Director for Middle Eastern 
Affairs of Iran’s Foreign Ministry, was in 
Damascus but would be going to Beirut to 
meet with Lebanon’s Shi’ite leadership. 
The same issue added that Ayatollah Mon- 
tazeri’s personal representative, Hojatolles- 
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lam Karou’i, was also being sent to Beirut 
for talks with Lebanon’s Shi’ite leadership. 

The 12 June issue of Kayhan noted that 
Lavossani and Karou’i both met with 
Lebanese Hezbollah leader Fadlullah in 
Lebanon on 10 June. No site was men¬ 
tioned, but a reliable Israeli source said they 
met in Ba’albek. 

The meeting with Fadlullah is significant 
since it was his organization that first held 
the TWA hostages when they arrived in 
Lebanon and continued to hold some of 
them even after Nabih Beni’s Amal militia 
took over. The original hijackers were Hez¬ 
bollah members. 

Perhaps the most interesting Iranian visi¬ 
tor to the area, however, was Hojatolleslam 
Muhammad Khoeni Kani. IRNA reported 
Kani’s arrival in Damascus for “substantive 
talks” on 8 June after which he dropped out 
of sight. Kani, a highly mysterious figure, 
seems to crop up at moments of crisis. On 4 
November, 1979, for example, he led the 
“Moslem Students” who seized the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, precipitating the Ira¬ 
nian hostage crisis. 

Considering the events of the past few 
years, there is obviously something wrong 
with America’s response to terrorism, Ira¬ 
nian or otherwise. If we reacted appropri¬ 
ately to the situation, these modern-day pi¬ 
rates and political blackmailers would have 
grave second thoughts about attacking Unit¬ 
ed States and allied targets. 

Speaking about Islamic Jihad, Israeli 
scholar Benni Calvari noted some major 
flaws in America’s response: “The whole 
intelligence apparatus of the United States is 
helpless. They are seeking a specific man or 
woman who was responsible for a particular 
bomb, and want to find out exactly what 
happened. It’s a very juristic approach, as if 
they were going to bring these people to 
court in the United States, with lawyers and 
everything. They don’t seem to realize that 
the United States is facing a war. It really 
doesn’t matter which individuals were re¬ 
sponsible for the bombings. What matters is 
who gave the orders and which organiza¬ 
tions executed them. The United States has 
been attacked in a war, and they’re treating 
it like a criminal case.” 

More than 180 years ago President 
Thomas Jefferson, not exactly noted for a 
warmongering attitude, knew how to re¬ 
spond to the terrorists of his day, the Bar¬ 
bary Pirates, at a time when the United 
States Navy was smaller than Portugal’s. 
Now the world’s strongest military power, 
the United States seems to be at a total loss 
when dealing with today’s version of the 
Barbary Pirates. Perhaps President Reagan 
was wrong in saying our problem is that 
“We don’t know who they are.” Perhaps 
our real problem is that we no longer know 
who we are. ^ 

SOF ADS 
GET 

RESPONSE 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 20 

you’re shooting around innocent by¬ 
standers. This is exactly the wrong 
round for a hostage situation. And 
don’t even try it in a sidewalk shoot¬ 
out 

Finally, this is a special-purpose car¬ 
tridge that shouldn’t be left in your pistol 
if you’re a regular duty cop. Fill one 
speed-loader, and always put it in the 
same spot on your belt Shuck your reg¬ 
ular ammo and replace it with the Multi¬ 
plex rounds before a forced entry or for 
any projected short-range confrontation. 

The best use I can imagine for Multi¬ 
plex ammo is to stuff a SWAT officer’s 
pistol. The duty cop needs pinpoint 
accuracy from single slugs, most of the 
time. But a SWAT team has a much 
more flexible and comprehensive 
arsenal than the officer on a beat He 
pulls his pistol when the shit has hit the 
fan and his AR-15 has jammed. A re¬ 
volver full of Multiplex would be just 
the ticket out of that fix. 

One thing that will surprise you 
about Multiplex ammo is the company 
that markets it: Silent Partner, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 612 - 18 Third St, Gret¬ 
na, LA 70053). Why would the manu¬ 
facturers of the favorite body armor of 


American cops make such destructive 
ammo? 

When I asked Silent Partner’s Tim 
Zuffle that same question, he said: 
“Many policemen are shot with their 
own weapons. Multiplex ammo will 
knock a man off his feet if he’s wearing 
soft body armor. But the increased 
area of impact and the decreased indi¬ 
vidual projectile weight will prevent the 
bullets from penetrating even the light¬ 
est soft body armor.” 

Silent Partner is still watching out for 
the boys in blue. ^ 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 14 

order of compromise in favor of edge¬ 
holding simply because industry is not 
set up to do selective drawing or 
tempering on a single piece basis, and 
to do so would not be cost effective. 
The problem is compounded because 
stainless steels do not give reliable col¬ 
or readings due to oxide formation at 
lower temperatures which enable the 
knifesmith to read the hardness level of 
the steel. Most manufactured items in 
our society today are the result of one 
compromise after another, with manu¬ 
facturing expediency being a domi¬ 
nant factor. 


NEW 6 FT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 

SILENT POWERFUL 


SURVIVAL WEAPON 

60-DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE 


NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE 


DEALER 
INQUIRIES WELCOME 


Bore-Lock Cone Darts 
$10.00 per 100 


IMMED. 

DEL 


Our guns come 
fully assembled. 

Not a kit that 
you have to put 


Beaded Darts 
$3.50 per 100 




Broadhead Tips 
$10.00 per 100 
(5 free with gun) 



The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineerina comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart Flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce V 2 " wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or smalt. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mail from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

(FORMERLY EXOTIC SPORTS, INC.) 

lucky St. Box 129 F Fayette. Mo. 65248 

VISA, M. C.. AM. EXP.S C.O.D. 
TOLL FREE 24 HRS.-ORDERS ONLY 
J-800-248-5l28or 1-800-227-1617ext. 601 

Dealer* buy 12 units for only <165 plus pottage _ 


Free with each 
Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 


FREE 60-page 
Catalog 
with order 
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Warriors who stake their lives on 
their weapons have been an uncom¬ 
promising lot, at least where their arms 
are concerned. It is this pragmatism 
that caused fine bladesmithing and 
tempering techniques to be developed 
in Europe and the Orient through cen¬ 
turies of hard-earned experience. The 
hardy soldiers of fortune of yesteryear 
took a very dim view of bladesmiths 
whose work failed the rigors of 
medieval combat 

To have one’s sword fail under these 
conditions was almost always an auto¬ 
matic death sentence. In fact, should a 
samurai survive the failure of his 
sword, it was expected that upon his 
return visit to the swordsmith he would 
forcibly insert the pieces of the blade 
into the body of the blademaker begin¬ 
ning with the rectum. This may seem 
somewhat harsh by current standards, 
but if such an attitude prevailed today 
the quality of edged weapons would 
rise dramatically. 

If you are looking for an average 
knife, most of the commercial and cus¬ 
tom knives will do well enough to suit 
you. If, however, you are looking for 
the best-cutting, toughest knife that 
money can buy, you need to be aware 
that the best and most skilled 
knifesmiths of today can build you a 
knife with capabilities that most people 
don’t even know exist. If you and your 
knife routinely go into harm’s way, you 


really should consider such a blade. 

Men who make combat grade cut¬ 
lery with selectively tempered blades 
are few in number. The hours are long 
and hot and the skills and dedication 
required are great. If you’re interested 
in this type of knife, here’s a list of a few 
knifemakers who make maximum per¬ 
formance knives who will help you be¬ 
gin your search. 

Bill Bagwell, P.O. Box 265, Mariet¬ 
ta, TX 75566, (214) 835-8441. 

Howard Faucheaux, Box 206, 
Loreauville, LA 70552, (318) 299- 
6467. 

John Smith, P.O. Box 293, New¬ 
man, IL 61942, (217) 837-2952. ^ 


FULL AUTO 

Continued from page 16 

worst 5.56mm NATO cartridge maga¬ 
zine, that of the Ml 6, to one of the 
world’s most reliable — although 
heavy — assault rifles. For more in¬ 
formation contact Magnum Research, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, 7271 Commerce Cir¬ 
cle West, Minneapolis, MN 55432). 

My favorite Galil has always been 
the short-barreled SAR. However, 
giant fireballs tend to erupt from its 
muzzle. This can be hazardous to your 
health during a firefight at night. Sever¬ 
al of my friends in the Golani Brigade 


have turned in their SARs for the stan¬ 
dard ARM version for this very reason. 
Its designer, Israel Galili, is aware of 
this problem and a new model SAR 
has been developed for use by special 
operations units. The barrel has been 
cut back another inch and a new, and 
more effective, flash suppressor 
attached. Another pistol grip has been 
added and attached to the plastic fore¬ 
arm. The usual folding buttstock has 
been replaced by that of the Mini UZI, 
all of which is very much like the 
Hungarian AMD. 

M16A2 Available to Class 3 
Dealers 

All five configurations of the selec¬ 
tive-fire M16A2 series (See “M16A2; 
The Final Verdict,” SOF, January ’85, 
p. 60) are now available to Class 3 
dealers and law enforcement agencies 
through ARMEX International (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 252, Broderick, CA 
95605), The M16A2 rifle can be 
ordered with either the three-shot 
burst control (U.S. Armed Forces) or 
with a full-auto selector (Canadian 
Armed Forces) for $799.97 each. 
M16A2 Carbines (14.5-inch barrel) 
and M16A2 Commandos (11.5-inch 
barrel) are priced at $789.97 each. A 
heavy-barrel version with a 1:12-inch- 
twist barrel and M60 bipod will cost 
you $999.97. In my opinion, the rifle 
and carbine versions, both with three- 
shot burst mechanisms, are better. 




YES , Please RUSH me: 

_Genuine KUKRI 

Knives x $19.95 = . 
Shipping & Ins. {$2.50) 


($5.00 for Alaska, Hawaii & Canada) 


TOTAL _ 


Name _ 
Address 

City _ 

Zip- 


for only $19.95 


BEWARE 


Now you can get 
all the heavy duty, 
chopping power the 
famous Gurkha merce¬ 
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared¬ 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edge. 

Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handlea Overall—17”, Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete wit 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order No. l-FS-120 ....All 


^ VISA. Master! 


(By check or Money Order) 


VISA, MasterCard, 

Am. Exp., Diners Club 
or C.O.D. Welcome 

Call 

TOLL-FREE 

1-800-241-3595 

Ga. Residents Call (404) 922-3700 
Order No. l-FS-120 


State 


□ Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-get, 
hardworking knives & knifemaking supplies. 


Send Your 
Order To: 


AtlAhtA 

CUTLERY 


Box 839 FS 
Conyers, Ga. 30207 


jOF FAKES 

J Most other KUKRI 
■ knives being sold 
r that we know of 
j are decorative 
phonies. You can be 
sure that our 
KUKRIS are 
genuine military 
issue with the 
documents to back 
them up. Atlanta 
Cutlery is the 
ONLY importer of 
genuine military 
issue KUKRIS. 


Comes With The documents 
That Prove Its Authentic 

Here's What you Get 
With Each Genuine KUKRI 


© 2 KUKRI 


© Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 

Leather Frog 


QD KUKRI From Current © Detailed, 3-page 
Government Contractor Government Contract 

Used for centuries, this sacred weapon 
is still carried by 
the famous Gurkha 
mercenaries. 
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Beach homesites for sale in beautiful Costa Rica... 


Now you can own property along the beaches of Nosara in 
peaceful Costa Rica for just $6,450-only $150 down payment, 
and $150 a month at absolutely no risk! 


imagine a home tucked away in a secluded cove or on a lush 
green hillside within a 10 minute walk of a broad, white sand 
beach caressed by gentle ocean breezes.. .a nearby river 
.. .year around temperature that seldom goes below 72 
degrees or above 82 degrees.. .plenty of room for horses, a 
few cattle, ample gardens, and located in a country with one 
of the most stable democratic governments in the world, 
where the military establishment has been banned by con¬ 
stitutional decree, the literacy rate and health care systems are 
among the best in the world, and where foreigners are 
genuinely liked and appreciated and afforded all the legal 
protections of citizens. 


"Costa Rica, sometimes called the Switzerland of Latin America, 
has been unscathed by the turmoil that typifies the rest of 
Central America. Its army was disbanded by constitutional 
decree in 1948, and most of the national budget goes into 
education and health care.. .There are four universities, and 
the nation boasts it has more schoolhouses than policemen. 

The literacy rate is above 90%, among the highest in the world, 
while the infant mortality rate is among the lowest..." 

The Los Angeles Times, Feb. 20, 1983 


Dreams don't come true by themselves. There comes a time 
to take action, and if you want to someday live in paradise, 
that time is now. 

We have more than 3,000 acres subdivided into homesites 
and farms that range in size from 1/3 to more than 12 acres, 
with 25 miles of all-year roads, electricity and water systems 
already in operation, and an ecologically sound master-plan 
that provides for parks and green areas. 

Full title to the 1/3 acre homesites-all within a 10 minute 
walk of the beach-are being offered for only $150 down 
payment and 42 payments of $150 a month, with NO INTEREST 
CHARGE! But we don't want anyone to risk buying something 
they're not completely sure of, so we also provide a unique 
guarantee: If vou visit Nosara at any time within one year of 
signing the purchase agreement and decide for any reason 
that you don't want the property, WE WILL REFUND EVERY 
CENT YOU HAVE PAID, with no questions asked! Or if you find 
another site you would prefer to own, we will be pleased 
to work a trade and apply the money already paid toward the 
new site. 


Nosara is on the beautiful Pacific West Coast just 100 miles 
from San Jose, the capital city. There are already 65 homes built 
at the beaches of Nosara, and they range from comfortable 
$8,000 cabins to expansive villas of around $100,000 (con¬ 
struction cost averages only $25 per square foot). Hundreds 
of acres have been set aside for parks and wildlife refuges 
that abound with wild parrots and other birds, deer, pecary 
and other animal life. The beaches are without equal any 
place in the world, but remain tranquil and uncrowded. 

Yes, you can find all the privacy you have ever dreamed of in 
Nosara, but there's no need to give up the amenities of the 
"good life.” There are two luxurious hotels with a swimming 
pool and fine restaurants, tennis courts, horseback riding, 
some of the finest sportfishing in the world for marlin, sallfish, 
dolphin, wahoo, tuna, snapper and much more! If you crave 
the nightlife and shopping of a cosmopolitan city, drive to san 
Josd or fly by air service from the Nosara airport. 

But please don't wait. The number of homesites is limited. 
Mail your deposit of $150 (U.S. currency) now, and we will send 
you the written agreement and plot map showing the 
location of your property and complete information on 
retirement in beautiful Costa Rica. Or mail the coupon below 
and we will send you more information. 

There's only so much time for dreaming... 

I-1 

! Mail this coupon for more information on Beaches of ! 
i Nosara, Costa Rica. 

J SOL DE NOSARA, S.A., (A Division of Bolivian Land & Forestry, Ltda.) j 
j Apdo. 1084, Centro colon, San Jose, Costa Rica 1007 j 

J Gentlemen: j 

i Please send me the information kit about Beaches of Nosara: t 


, Name ____ 

Address- 

City_ 

Country —- 

□ To avoid delays in correspondence I am enclosing $150 per homeslte. 
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TECH 80 

$ 45.00 PRESENTS $ 45.00 

THE 

SPARKLE TLS 

STUN GUN 


BY FAR THE BEST STUN GUN UN THE MARKET TODAY 



One took tells you that the Sparkle TLS is something special. 
From its removable belt clip to its high impact resistant, 
reinforced head, you can tell that this is one stun gun that was 
made to last With the best warranty on the market today, you 
know there’s more to this than just alot of B.S. 

The Sparkle TLS comes with a cover that fits over the head of 
the unit, this protects the contact probes and also hides the probes. 
The Cover does not have to be taken off in order to use the Sparkle 
TLS. 

The Sparkle TLS works through heavy clothing & leather. 
Packing 50,000 volts from a fully charged NiCad battery, you’re 
assured of a defensive means to handle almost any situation. 

TAKE A CLOSE LOOK AT THE SPARKLE TLS, IF YOU DON'T 
AGREE THAT ITS THE BEST STUN GUN ON THE MARKET 
TODAY SEND IT BACK, TECH 80 WILL REFUND YOUR MONEY 
NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 

SPARKLE TLS ., .S45.00 _INFORMATION . . .S 1.00 

BATTERY KIT .. .511.00 ____ SHIPPING.S 3.50 

IF IN NEBRASKA ADD 5% TO TOTAL 
Send Check or M.O. tot 

TECH 80 DISTRIBUTING 

5078 So. 108th Suite #115 
Omaha, NE 68137 

Phone Orders (402) 334-2041 

C.O.D.s Accepted Add 4.50 for first $100. S3.50 for each additional S100 


OUT>OPEN*CUT 

CLOSED 

One Handed, In 4 Seconds 

flL 



BPaeT* 


Serrated 

MARIN 


MARINER ««i*j |n a dou¬ 
ble-loi>1h smralcd orsEraiqhl 
edge blade. Hard hene-d 
5-lainlEis al«rl for n»irlrW 
use. Lft»t|fl£ ItlJrpntlB, 
(jricnwimMi culling an rape-. 
IdeI her. etc. Will cut □ 5v3' 
m Mills line In a. single swipe. 
Eu$i!y slip* to rain 

Thumb Opening} 


to lock posi¬ 
tion'. A ilnlc- d 1 the art 
classic. You won 1 be disap¬ 
pointed’ SpeCfly rlglkl- or 
Jel|-!i*nd*d. ClUWi* From 
Uvq models al your culle-ry 
dcnrti or wile- lod-ay. The 
besl pays lorilsoil 1 US, Arid 
F^iflrt Patents. 

Wrist Opening 



Spydcrco, Inc. 

P.O. BOX 808 A. GOLDEN. COLORADO 80402 


It takes five to seven months for all 
the paperwork to be processed by 
ARMEX, Colt and the BATE. Class 3 
dealers must include a letter stating that 
the weapon will be used for demonstra¬ 
tions to law enforcement agencies and 
will be sold only to a bona fide police 
department with notification of such 
transfer to Colt in writing. Now, once 
these Title II firearms have been trans¬ 
ferred to a Class 3 dealer and constitute 
his chattel goods, nothing can prevent 
him from legally transferring the 
weapons to a qualified individual pur¬ 
chaser, since the firearms were manu¬ 
factured in the United States and thus 
are not restricted-transfer import items. 
However, “Revenge is Mine,” saith the 
Lord. If you do so — you’ll never get 
another M16A2 from Colt, and that’s 
their prerogative. 

JAP 99 LMG Modifications 
The Jap 99 LMG is no longer easy to 
find. The magazine never was. Jap 99 
magazines commonly sell for $200 or 
more. 7.7x58mm Arisaka ammunition 
must be handloaded from Norma 
brass (or formed from .30-06 cases). 
Reader Jack Boyce from Theodosia, 
Mo., offers a solution that may appeal 
to all but the purists among us. A little 
work with a Dremel tool to relieve the 
magazine well and it will accept the 
still-plentiful BAR magazine. A small 
cut on the BAR magazine will be re¬ 
quired for retention by the Type 99’s 
magazine latch. Run a .30-06 reamer 
into the chamber and you can safely 
fire .30-06 cartridges. Although the 
.308-inch projectile will rattle a bit 
going down the .311-inch bore, the 
dispersion will be acceptable out to 
200 yards. As for me, I have a Type 99 
magazine and a large supply of Norma 
brass in 7.7x58mm caliber. 

9mm PPSH41 SMG 
I’ve never seen a PPSh41 cham¬ 
bered for 9mm Parabellum, in a pri¬ 
vate collection, that I could believe was 
actually converted by the Germans in 
WWII. Every one that I’ve ever ex¬ 
amined in this country was phony 
baloney. Yet, the Germans supposed¬ 
ly converted a number of captured 
PPSh41 submachine guns and were 
satisfied with the result. Conversion 
consisted of a new barrel and an adapt¬ 
er with a magazine catch release fitted 
to the Shpagin’s magazine well to 
accommodate the MP40 magazine. 
This magazine adapter has never been 
correctly duplicated by the counterfeit¬ 
ers. Photos of an actual German con¬ 
version I examined in the Imperial War 
Museum clearly illustrate the adapter 
with its spring-loaded magazine catch 
release on the left side. Good luck to all 
the Herr Waffenfabriks in our midst. 

Dangerous Dave 
Those who wish to reload .50-cal. 
Browning machine gun or 20mm Lahti 
or Solothum anti-tank ammunition will 


find their drudgery simplified by the 
behemoth Rock Crusher reloading 
press available from “Dangerous” 
Dave Cumberland, a.k.a. the Old 
Western Scrounger, (Dept. SOF, 
12924 Hwy A-12, Montague, CA 
96064). It costs $595 and develops 
over 20,000 pounds of pressure on the 
ram with only your body weight (even 
if you’re just a 97-pound weakling). 
Dave is also the source for .50-cal. 
BMG primers. His catalog costs but $2 
and is a dandy reference on foreign 
and obsolete U.S. ammunition and 
components. For those who think they 
have everything, Dave will sell you an 
Ml 13 Armored Personnel Carrier, in 
new condition, with I.R. night-driving 
light, weapons racks, radios, all TOE 
equipment and spare tracks, pads and 
wheels, ready to protect you and your 
loved ones from Armageddon for only 
$85,000. ^ 


ARMOR IN THE 
JUNGLE 

Continued from page 41 

Men screamed at the new sergeant to blow 
the treeline away with his Sheridan but he 
had frozen with fear. 

Meanwhile, the mortar crew was having 
problems of their own. They scrambled and 
cursed some fool who had put a rag over the 
tube when the drizzle began and dropped the 
first round down without removing it. The 
round stayed in the tube and they had to 
disconnect it from the baseplate, slide the 
live round out, defuse it, dig out the rag, 
reset the mortar, and finally start lobbing 
rounds around the treeline. 

The lieutenant called for additional fire 
support, working an artillery bombardment 
first into the far foothills, then closer in on 
the treeline, hoping to push the NVA back 
into their line of fire. But by the time the 
Cobra gunships arrived on station, it was 
obvious the North Vietnamese were gone. 

The troops took the respite as a chance to 
catch their breath and relax — all except one 
man who was shaking. “Welcome to Viet¬ 
nam,” DeAngelis said with a grin. 

The second day of the operation began 
quietly — no contact, only a dud RPG 
round, several piles of AK brass and foot¬ 
prints. By late afternoon, they were prepar¬ 
ing to push on as DeAngelis, Indian, and a 
few other vets hashed plans with the lieuten¬ 
ant. Knowing that the trash pile in the pe¬ 
rimeter would bring the NVA in as soon as 
they left, they decided to lay a few Clay¬ 
mores in the mess and also leave an ambush 
team. They wired three Claymores in the 
trash pile and laid the wire four or five paces 
into the high elephant grass. The three-man 
volunteer group composed of the gunner, a 
radioman and a staff sergeant, sat silently in 
the brush waiting. The staff sergeant was a 
hot young lifer on his second tour who dis- 
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dainfully referred to his M16 as a “pogo- 
stick” and had a .45 on his hip. 

At nightfall the team sat down in the grass 
while the rest of the platoon moved out, 
going about 500 meters before stopping to 
circle. The wait was not long: no sooner had 
the vehicles rumbled out of sight then three 
or four NVA emerged and began walking 
toward the trash pile. The ambushers 
watched with wide eyes, preparing to deto¬ 
nate the Claymores. Then the elephant grass 
rustled behind them. 

The staff sergeant spun to see an NVA 
five feet away, unaware of the danger he 
was in. Bush hat crammed on his head, 
AK-47 slung over his shoulder, he suddenly 
saw the sergeant and jerked back in horror. 
Both men fumbled for their weapons — the 
NVA wrestled with his AK-47 as the staff 
sergeant jerked at his .45. The sergeant shot 
first, drilling the North Vietnamese through 
the center of the chest. 

As the NVA slumped back the ambush 
cut loose. The gunner raked the NVA 
around the trash pile and the radioman set 
off the Claymores in a terrific blast of 
smoke, steel and flying trash. Two NVA 
collapsed in the fusillade while others 
quickly darted through the grass, dragging 
their wounded to cover. 

Noise from the ambush reached the 
rumbling column. “The bush blew, the 
bush blew,” screamed Indian. It’s surpris¬ 
ing how fast an armored column can turn 
around on a road. They hauled ass back 
down the dirt trail and ran right into the wild 
melee as torrents of tracers flew in all direc¬ 
tions from the darkened fields. 

The platoon wishboned, the point APC 
halted in place and the rest swerved right 
and left off the path. DeAngelis crouched on 
the track deck, burning on his ’60 as he fired 
into the bushes. A burst of AK rounds 
punched into the side of the track just below 
his gun mount, ricocheting off with a sick¬ 
ening riiinnng! He kept firing until another 
round slammed into a winch mount on the 
back of the track. It shattered and sent a hot 
fragment into the tip of his nose. DeAngelis 
swatted it off, cursing. Indian saw the trou¬ 
ble and poured more fire into the brushline 
from the .50 in one mad, sustained burst. 
The NVA faded away and the ambush team 
regrouped. A few men threw the dead NVA 
onto the Sheridan and took off to find a 
suitable night position. 

But the action wasn’t over yet. Bumping 
back down the dirt trail, the lead track ran 
over a mine which blew off a road wheel and 
dropped the vehicle in the dirt. The explo¬ 
sion slammed the driver’s face into the lip of 
his hatch, breaking his nose and two front 
teeth. 

While the rest of the platoon proceeded a 
bit farther to set up the night position, 
DeAngelis and three other GIs stripped the 
weapons off the disabled APC, piled the 
other gear inside and combat locked all the 
hatches. 

DeAngelis’ crew had a foxhole on the 
perimeter facing the downed track. It was 
his turn on guard when he heard the clank of 


metal-on-metal contact. 

“Do you hear that?” he nervously whis¬ 
pered. 

“Yeah, I hear that,” everyone whispered 
in unison. 

DeAngelis whispered into the radio, 
“Recon by fire, movement to my front,” 
then cut loose, raking the track with 200 
rounds. The blackness lit up with flying red 
tracers and ricochets, the noise stopped, and 
in the morning they found a blood trail lead¬ 
ing away through the undergrowth. No 
bodies, though. 

The third day began as a Loach dropped 
in with an intelligence officer who wanted a 
personal look at the body count. It had been 
Alpha's first confirmed kill in a long while, 
and the officer left with the good news, 
taking the wounded driver with him. 

After a breakfast amid the weeds, 
DeAngelis’ maintenance track hooked a 
tow bar to the downed APC and, without 
escort, dragged it to Camp Evans, a 101st 
basecamp on Highway One. They rejoined 
Second Platoon as they wound into the high 
foothills of the Central Highlands. 

The platoon pulled into a circle atop a 
peak with a commanding view of the sur¬ 
rounding ridgelines and valleys. The guns 
pointed almost straight down the slope. The 
grunts prepared for a long night, digging 
foxholes into the hill and registering mortar 
fire around them. 

DeAngelis fixed a broken M60 and sent a 
test burst across the valley into a bush while 
the staff sergeant joked, “Ah, I think 


there’s a Chieu Hoi in that bush down 
there.” 

At dark, they wired in the Claymores and 
the staff sergeant took another three-man 
ambush out to a valley stream. All night 
long the men sat up, tense and alert, listen¬ 
ing to the sergeant’s whispered messages: 
he could hear NVA walking by fifteen feet 
away, there were voices in the bushes, 
someone was tossing pebbles into the 
stream. If you listened to him, the place was 
crawling with NVA and the ambush sat 
tight, afraid to fire, while the platoon on the 
hill hunkered in their foxholes, waiting for 
the mortars. 

Nothing happened. 

At first light, the ambush hiked back up 
the summit, the platoon packed up, and they 
began breaking bush downhill. Back in the 
rolling plains, the staff sergeant ran over a 
mine—and DeAngelis watched in horror as 
the track reared back, road wheels blown off 
in a tremendous explosion. The staff 
sergeant was hurled 20 feet straight up from 
his cupola and the ‘60 gunner did a wild flip 
before landing on his head in the dirt. The 
machine came down hard in the dust and 
smoke and, in seconds, the platoon medic 
was running toward wounded men. 

The driver was moaning, teeth knocked 
out, face laid open, suffering a concussion, 
the ‘60 gunner was unconscious, and the 
staff sergeant grimaced from the pain of his 
two broken legs. 

The rest of the platoon quickly deployed 
around the wreck and DeAngelis and his 
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>> \ J.R. STUPERO 

\%. Box 209 — Dept. F-5 

Vv.W Lake Havasu City, AZ 

86403 

V (602) 855-1998 

X > 24 Hours 

x * / • To Order or for 

c X 1 * ' Free Catalog 

\ r and Dealer 

W v \ /p” Information 
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Our blowgun has a .625 I.D. Constructed of tempered 
rustproof metal, it has a durable black finish. It weighs about half a 
pound and is very strong — a weapon in itself. Our blowguns 
come in 4 models — 2 ft. - 3 ft. - 4 ft. and a 4 ft. take down model. 

L We also have a flared 2 ft. extension you may add to any of our 
blowguns for additional length. 

* - Our darts are mold injected and are ready to use, not kits. Our 

J broadheads are steel, not plastic, like other companies offer. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one is 
designed to hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to fit the 
mouth and are flat on top and bottom tor men with mustaches and 
iii beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
■ ■ blowgun. It has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can be 

shot with the bayonet in position. 

“anDDIC I CA»> Each btow 9 un comes with 24 all purpose steel shafted darts, 6 

> UDDIC LCA steel tipped broadhead darts. 6 stun dans, i dan clip and rubber 

We have commissioned internationally famous glamour artist, 50 ' $27 50, 4 R Model 

Terry Twigg, to create this beautiful portrait. We offer 18 x 24 *29 50, * Ft. Take Down Model $31.50 _ 

inch full color prints at the following prices: Accessory Prices — 

Prints numbered under 1000 autographed by the model, All purpose dans ... 3.5Q doz. • Stun darts 5.00 doz • 

earliest orders receive lowest numbers.$15.00 Sroadhead Dans ... 6.00 doz. • Velcro darts ... 6.00 doz • Dart 

Unnumbered prints autographed by the model-. . . .$10.00 dip ... 2 00 • Bayonet... 17.50 • Wrist Strap .. 3,00 • Sting . 9.00 

Numbered — No autograph. .$10.00 • Center Grip ... 5.00 • Decorative Accessories 9 00 * Velcro 

Unnumbered — No autograph ..$7.50 Target & 1 doz. d arts . 15.00 • 2 Ft. Flared Extension 7.00 

Add $2.50 shipping and handling on all orders. 
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partners warily tramped around the poten¬ 
tial minefield to police up the weapons and 
gear blown over the field. 

It didn’t take long for a Huey to show up 
outside the perimeter and DeAngelis helped 
hump the stretcher carrying the staff 
sergeant. As they shoved the litter inside, he 
cracked, ‘‘Must have been that dink’s girl¬ 
friend that I shot that set the goddamned 
mine,” then the bird was pulling up and out. 

The night was peaceful — only one Clay¬ 
more exploded in the middle of the night. At 
first light, they checked it out, found noth¬ 
ing, and continued their patrol. In short 
order, the Sheridan had its track blown off 
by another mine and DeAngelis’ crew 
sweated and strained under the sun, hooking 
the downed APC and tank to their track. 
They left the platoon to drop the wrecks at 
Camp Evans, but the load was too large — 
Indian radioed the lieutenant, who called 
ahead for a Tracked Recovery Vehicle to be 
dispatched from Camp Evans. 

What arrived was a TRV with a wobbly 
track that could not handle right turns, 
manned by two gutsy GIs. They sweated 
again, hooking up the Sheridan and two 
APCs, then put a man behind a weapon on 
each vehicle and took off. It was a slow, 
hot, clanking trip in the middle of nowhere 
and without escort. The TRV threw a track 
twice and halted to repair, but finally they 
reached the sanctuary of Camp Evans. 

Crawling through the main gate, the only 
way to get to the maintenance hootch with¬ 
out throwing the track again was by cutting 
across the base parade field. And that’s ex¬ 
actly what they did — tearing up the raked 
surface in the meantime. 


In five days of the patrol, DeAngelis’ 
platoon had lost three men wounded, shown 
a lot of guts, and racked up a confirmed and 
three blood trails. Their reward was the base 
commander Hinging open the screen door of 
his air-conditioned hootch and screaming 
for whoever tore up his parade field to get 
his ass front and center. DeAngelis asked 
the two TRV crewmen if they wanted his 
crew to come too, but the guys shrugged. 
We did the damage, they said, we’ll take the 
ass-chewing. 

All’s fair in war. ^ 


ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 

Continued from page 22 



Norwegian field axe 

The axe has often been seen 
secured to the web gear of troops in 
combat but its usefulness usually 
outweighed its disadvantages. 
Norwegian knife and weapons 
designer John Guldbrandsrod has 
taken the awkward shape and 
weight of the axe and produced the 
compact Norseaxe survival fieldaxe. 

The Norseaxe is a combination 
axe, ice axe and mallet which is 
15V2 inches long and weighs 1.6 lbs. 
The blade is made from high-grade 
Swedish carbon steel 
induction-hardened to 52-54 
Rockwell C which has been treated 
with a matted, rust-proof gun-metal 
finish. The housing is made from 
cold forged steel, the handle from 
weatherproofed hickory. 

To test its usefulness the Norseaxe 
survival fieldaxe has been 
undergoing severe testing by both 
the Royal Norwegian Army and the 
Royal Swedish Army and it is 
expected that it will soon become 
regulation gear. 

If you want to join the ranks of 
the Norwegian and Swedish Army 
with your very own Norseaxe, 
contact New Paths Inc., Dept. SOF, 
1272 Washington St., Denver, CO 
80203. Phone: (303) 830-7942. 
Each axe is $57.95 and comes with 
a two-year manufacturer’s 
guarantee. ^ 




VAREL INTERNATIONAL 
EQUIPMENT BUREAU 

MlllUry App*r*t Pollc* lnv««HgtUon 
Camping A Sport*, Fencing Equip. I SuppIlM 


Send $ 2.95 for c*talog«(Free 
w/lst order over $30,00) 

SHIPPING i All orders must accom-l 
pmy handling cost % 3.00 


Import Export Inc. * P.O. Bo* 3209 • No. Miami Bch H FL 33109 • (305)663-2399 


JUNGLE HAMMOCK: New G.l. type 
cotton duck nylon netting, zippered 
side. O.D. 84”x26’x18”. 

Can be converted to one-man tent. 
Regular $25.95 SALE $19.25 


SURVIVAL KNIVES: Black or camo. Handle top 
Contents in handle: matches, needles, nylon 
line for fishing, fish hooks, sinkers, 20” 
wire saw, S.S. blade with built-in bottle 
opener, and pouch with sharpening stone. 

Reg. $19.95 SALE $12.60 


3 PIECE CUTLERY SET: “Work of Art,” deluxe 
and rigid strength, highly polished-satin 
finish S.S. Fork and spoon slide into knife’s 
handle. “The Best There Is.” 

Regular $2.98 SALE $2.12 


VIETNAM JUNGLE BOOTS: Gov’t, specifications. 
Canvas & nylon uppers, cleated black rubber 
soles & leather toe & heel. In camo, O.D. or 
black. No half sizes — 5 thru 13. 

Regular $25.45 SALE $16.95 


I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 10 

wallowing in a mud puddle less than 
fifty feet away. This time I knew what to 
do. Signaling the patrol to stop, I 
smiled, raised my rifle and gave two 
sharp raps on the magazine. But in¬ 
stead of running away, the buffalo ex¬ 
ploded out of the puddle and charged 
us. My pointman and I back-pedaled 
as fast as we could while the rest of the 
patrol escaped by boring through the 
incredibly thick bush on either side of 
the trail. 

Finally, after taking twenty or so 
high-velocity, 7.62mm rounds, the 
buffalo went down. “What did I do 
wrong?” I asked the game scout. I had 
done everything he had done earlier. Is 
there a certain way to tap the maga¬ 
zine? Do you have to be an African for 
it to work? 

The scout came up and studied the 
buffalo for a second and showed me 
an old bullet wound in the animal’s jaw 
that had become so infected and swol¬ 
len it couldn’t eat. The animal had 
attacked because it was enraged with 
pain and the smell of humans, its most 
recent tormenters. You had to feel sor- 
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ry for the buffalo. None of us liked the 
way we smelled, either. 

For the rest of the patrol I kept that 
Matabele scout close to me at all times. 
And I was glad to return to fire force 
duty hunting nice, safe, predictable, 
armed terrorists. x 


AL MAR 

Continued from page 47 

want some inexpensive throwaway knives 
should he have to leave them behind. A 
fighting knife may be required also.” 

The gist of the message is that the 
special operations soldier must plan for 
different unique missions and no one 
knife will fulfill each job’s demands. Is 
there a type or style to look for? 

“Each man has his own tastes, his 
own likes and dislikes — his own ‘feel’ 
for what will work for him. His only 
concern should be to study and qualify 
the available blades. What can he afford? 
Will he really need one blade over 
another? In this way he can assemble the 
gear that will best serve him when the 
time comes to use it.” 

I had to ask Mar what he considered to 
be the difference between a fighter and a 
battle blade. For Mar, a fighter is a full 
double-edged-style knife which most 
people think of as a dagger. It can be 


used in a utility mode although not as 
well as those knives designed especially 
for that task. 

His favorite fighters are the A1 Mar 
Fangs 1 and 2 and the 
Applegate-Fairbaim. “His [Colonel Rex 
Applegate] is the ultimate fighter. I like 
it so much that you may see something 
from Applegate-Mar in the near future.” 

The battle blade is a heavy-duty 
weapon that is single-edged with the false 
edge sharpened no farther back from the 
point than one-half the length of the 
blade. It must have a flat back to it so 
that you can apply pressure to the blade 
when bearing down to cut something. 
Blade length should be no shorter than 
4*/2 inches and no longer than eight. The 
blade should have a full tang or at least a 
one-third-length tang that is 
well-anchored into the handle. 

Can you avoid the banter normally 
aimed at those who have several different 
kinds of knives? “Probably not,” laughs 
Al. “But, if you know the mission and 
the equipment available, plus you have 
your own reasons, what should you care 
what the others think? It’s your ass on 
the line, after all.” 

After sandwiches and a tour through 
his shop we tackled the question of what 
the civilian/survivalist needs to concern 
himself with. 

“The civilian normally has more 
money to spend and in many cases is less 


knowledgeable concerning what is 
available to him on the market.” The 
cutlery market is cluttered with every 
form of knife imaginable and many 
makers are caught between production 
costs and consumer retail pricing. This 
affects how they approach designs that 
are more practical than pretty, and 
sometimes too many concessions are 
made for the sake of sales over service. 

“The civilian must decide what he 
wants a knife for. What is his 
environment? How much can he spend? 

Is he going to learn how to use his 
fighter or battle blade? Many things must 
be taken into consideration before making 
the final choice. It is not in how much 
you own, but in what you know about 
your choice and how it works for you. 
You can spend so much and get so 
little.” 

Mar stressed that the buyer is much 
more aware of what’s going on than 
many cutlery manufacturers think. He 
urges all potential clients to read as many 
different views as are available and to 
make their own decisions. To his credit, 
Al enjoys taking the time to answer 
questions and to instruct those who 
demonstrate a genuine desire to improve 
their knowledge of the knife field. 

Now for the big question. How about 
those hollow-handled wonders? Mar 
rolled his head back and said, “You’ve 
touched a very tender area with that 
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by Edward B. Nitchie 

Here’s a James Bond-type skill 
every operator should be familar 
with “listen” in on conversations 
you can’t hear! Find out what deals 
are really being made over seem¬ 
ingly casual lunches. Eavesdrop to 
your heart's content! Learn secrets 
- secretly! Now you can say “1 
heard it first," before you even hear 
it! The author taught thousands of 
people to read lips. His easy-to-use 
illustrated method enables you to 
become a creative spy in just a few 
short lessons. 5V 2 x 8 '/ 2 , 136 pp, 
illustrated, soft cover. $7.95 
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Every operator and privacy seek - 
er should know about mail drops. 

You may want someone to think 
you are in Belgium, Brazil, Fiji, or 
Chicago. You may need a secict 
unlisted address for that "special" 
correspondence. Maybe you want 
to receive a discreet parcel. Or 
maybe you just want to pick up 
your mail across town to keep it 
private. This unique book gives 
handy hints for using mail drops, by Michael Hoy 
and lists more than 700, including more than 100 in foreign 
countries. Names, addresses, and services offered. 19S5 
Edition, 8 Y 2 x 11, 40 pp, soft cover. $9.95. 



THE SECRET SCIENCE OF COVERT INKS 
by Samuel Rubin 

There are many books written on codes and secret writing, 
but never until now has there been a book about secret inks. 
The author, a retired pro, has opened his secret files and now 
reveals formulas, recipes, directions, and instructions for 
making the world's most amazing covert inks. Invisible inks, 
disappearing inks, inks used by spies, inks for marking cards, 
and much, much more! Over 60 years of research has culmi¬ 
nated in this amazing new masterwork: THE SECRET SCI¬ 
ENCE OF COVERT INKS. A must for every professional. 
5*A [ * S 1 /!, 150 pp, moft cover. $9.95. 


DISRUPTIVE TERRORISM 
by Victor Sanforo 

One lone individual with a .22 
rifle can disrupt electrical power 
for an entire city. This chilling 
book examines in step-by-step 
detail all the ways our society is 
vulnerable to international ter¬ 
rorists. One of the most signi¬ 
ficant books ever published on 
terrorism — sure to be talked 
about and referred to for years 
to come. 1984, 5V4 x 8V?, 144 pp, 
soft cover. $7.95. 
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SEARCH by Askin and Oskam 

An excellent addition to any 
pro’s investigative and "missing 
persons" library, this comprehen¬ 
sive book is useful for nearly any 
type of skip-tracing investigation. It 
covers setling guidelines for a 
search, how to use official records 
to find people, obtaining Privileged 
Information, federal and state laws 
regarding searches, getting results 
from newspaper ads, little-known 
sources of information and how to 
get into them, and much more. One 
of the finest books of its type ever 
written, SEARCH belongs on the 
shelf of every investigator. 6x9, 

330 pp, hard cover. $15.95 
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question, but let’s answer it and see what 
we get.” 

Mar believes that the hollow-handle 
survival knives have their place. Then- 
leap into the public view began with the 
movie First Blood. “Without a doubt, 
after that film came out the market was 
flooded with production models of the 
Rambo knife.” 

A1 believes that hollow-handle 
survivors are a compromise. Not all use a 
full, pinned, anchored or spot-we Id tang. 
To do so would either remove or 
seriously affect the storage space 
provided by the handle. What happens 
with this compromise is that the knife is 
potentially prone toward breakage. And 
what good is your Rambo-style knife if it 
fails under pressure? 

Handle material is a problem too. 
“Most survival knives use metal for their 
handles. When metal gets either very hot 
or very cold then you have a problem 
holding onto the knife. You don’t think 
that’s important? Try it sometime when 
you can’t touch the knife because it’s too 
hot or too cold.” Mar favors the use of 
high-tech plastics when choosing a 
survivor for its handle construction. 

Sawteeth get Mar going, too. He 
believes that Bill Bagwell answered this 
question in an earlier column done for 
SOF. It requires too much energy to saw 
through something using the teeth 
provided on any survival knife, especially 



Al Mar’s front-lock Airweight knife. 


since most knives of this type have 
blades heavy enough to cut or hack 
through the same object with less energy 
expended. And conserving energy is vital 
in a survival situation. “The teeth are 
there because Rambo’s knife had teeth. 
But never in the movie do you see him 
saw through anything.” Mar will admit 
that teeth do give the blade an 
intimidating appearance which may help 
in certain self-defense situations. 

What about storage? Al glanced around 
the room and then gazed out the window 
as he replied. “If you believe that you 
can provide for your total survival using 
what you store in the knife handle, you 
may find yourself in for a big surprise 
one day.” He elaborated by saying that 
the true survivalist will have a “GO” 
bag packed with the basic requirements 
for survival and will have this with him 
as well as his knife. “Knife storage is 


‘last ditch’ in nature. In fact it may be 
your knife that is ditched first due to 
unforseen circumstances. Then what will 
you do? Without a doubt the survival 
knife made by Bo Randall [the Model 
18] is the finest example of the breed. 
Randall hates making them because he is, 
and feels he has to be, terribly exacting 
in their construction. His knife was 
designed for a specific group of people 
[air crews] doing specific missions: 
flying.” 

Will an Al Mar hollow-handle survivor 
come out in the future? 

“It is being considered. But until the 
time comes that we can produce a 
quality, functional knife for an affordable 
price we will not enter the field.” 

It was time to pin Al down on his 
personal choices in the categories we had 
discussed. 

“For a battle blade I’d take our Shiva 
or Randall’s Model 14. In the fighter 
class it would be either the Fang 1 or 2, 
or of course the Applegate. In the folder 
category I like the newest addition to our 
line, the Airweight. But any folder will 
do as long as it is of quality 
construction.” 

In the survival arena Mar reaches 
either for the SERE or Randall’s Model 
18. Both knives have waiting periods due 
to tremendous demand; the SERE, for 
instance, is backlogged four months. 

The SERE (Survival, Evasion, 
Resistance, Escape) Attack Knife is the 
creation of Colonel Nick Rowe, OIC of 
the SERE school located at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. The cadre of this intense 
program noted that many of the knives 
being brought by the students were not 
doing what was required of a survival 
knife in a SERE situation. So an effort 
was made to rectify the situation and to 
put something in the special operations 
soldier’s hands that would see him 
through. 

Rowe and Mar met and after a period 
of work-up drawings and negotiations, 
the SERE was bom. This makes it the 
only knife developed for Special Forces 
and Al gives credit to Col. Rowe for 
being the father of the SERE. “Without 
Nick, his concept and backing there 
never would have been a SERE. I did not 
go looking for it, he brought it to me. He 
is the one that made it happen.” 

The SERE is a large front-lock folder 
which boasts a 4 / 2 -inch blade. The blade 
has a single edge with a false edge a full 
third back from the point of the blade. It 
has a flat back so that pressure can be 
applied during heavy cutting chores and 
the blade is of a lower Rockwell hardness 
so that it may be honed on nearly 
anything found in the field, including a 
rough rock. 

The grips are Micarta and the overall 
feel of the knife is one of sureness and 
security. I had ordered one several 
months before our meeting and it was 
ready to be picked up when I arrived. 


iVISA/M.C./Am.Ex. ™s„ -TOLL FREE-24 hrs:800-824- 
1 7888: AK/HI. 8 00-824-7919-0pr. 72Q "EH 

*-_. M fnnU ftlDCrTI VU m M 


ORIGINAL Jivaro Blowgun! 

of copies! Worlds finest ._ 

most popular since 1968—Millions* u 
sold! DonTbe fooled by 









RAZORBACK 
BROADHEADS 


mmwm 


s t$uy 17/4 ! /2 only! 



eaUr killed 
' without p oiion Q 
REE poison dart info 
with AU. ORDERS! " 


ills varmints, x 

o 


<3 


SILENT,POWERFUL,ACCURATE,hits like bullet! 
pests.Target, plinking, thrilling sport! Astound Mends! Compressed ^ 
t breath gives amazing power! Pierces W ply wood! Rugged .38 cal. o 
" aluminum, 135 steel darts, carry case, instructions. 1-piece, models: g 
2 ft. Indoor Mini-gun (not for hunting:) 20 Ft. range $9.97:4V4'ft. 

Compact,220'range $11.97!S^'Populaf, 300' $12.97! 6' Magnum 350' 
$13.97! 8'Super-Mag (2-pc.) 450' $22.97! Add $3.00! for above Take- 
Down Camo models ! Extra darts $3.50/100! $5-95/2(^01 $14/5W)! $26/M! 
Bonus jjuv i guns" g et 600 darts!sling!quiver!patches!muzzle guard! 
targets! carry 1 mx (.1)22 freebies)! Buy 3 SAME+cleaning rod+900!$32 
freebieslBuy 4 SAME+1100+Mini-gun !$51 fireelBuy 5 SAME+1300+ 
free 7th gun!$65 freelBuy 6 SAME+1600!free 8th gun! Add $1.' 

- ■ ■ - ■ . - - . if 


ag e EACH pd. gun! 30-dav money back if not delighted 
m l.ifetimB well replace! HOUSE OF WEAPONS, INC. Box 794-SF « 
Provo. Utah 84603-Send cash.check,’Visa.MC. Buy 17/5 W only $147PPd!* 


o 

95post- 2 
Frozen g 

N 


110 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 85 























My opinion? The SERE is the best thing 
on the market for the serious individual 
who requires a knife that can double as a 
field tool and/or combat weapon should 
things get rough out there. 

A1 hasn't been sitting on his laurels 
since coming out with the SERE, though. 
He showed me some things that he’s 
come up with lately. The Scrambler is 
one of them. It's a special order for the 
movie Wild Geese II. One of the 
characters has to remove a guard during a 
particular scene and A1 was consulted 
about providing a weapon that would do 
the job. Designed by Mar and 
bench-made by Bill Harsey of Crestwell, 
Oregon, The Scrambler is a dagger in the 
extreme which is meant to penetrate the 
ear cavity and brain. It is not a utensil 
for a gourmet cook. 

Al's newest project is the introduction 
of his Utility Tanto. This entry into the 
Tanto market is designed along 
traditional Japanese lines in that the blade 
is beveled on the right side only and is 
shaped in a smoother flow than seen on 
the Cold Steel version. Grips are formed 
from Black Paka wood which is both 
attractive and functional. The blade is 
full-tang and 4Vi inches in length. Rather 
than gear his Tanto toward the combat 
practitioner. Mar has offered one that 
serves mainly as a field knife but can 
double as a self-defense weapon. The 
sheath is an inside-the-pants affair. 


durably stitched and providing a sure grip 
on the knife when not in use. 

If you are looking for the Tanto style 
geared toward utility use at a low 
($65-$85) price, this newest addition may 
be the one for you. 

Last, I asked A1 to what he attributed 
his success. His reply was immediate. 

“I owe my success to good friends 
who are out there in the field doing 
things that require a good knife. They 
talk with me about what works as well as 
what does not work. All I do is give 
them a package: form and function. 

That’s what an A1 Mar knife is.” 

And that is the Warrior’s Edge. 

QUESTIONS FOR A 
MASTER KNIFEMAKER 

Q: What steel is the optimum for 
either a fighter or a battle blade? 

A: There is no single ‘optimum steel’ 
in this case. If one had to use a steel that 
was easily available today in the cutlery 
industry I would say it would be U.S. 
440 A. The steel holds a good edge and 
in a battle blade you do not want the high 
Rockwell hardness, you want to be able 
to sharpen it in the field. A Rockwell 
hardness in the low to middle 50s, 53 to 
55 RC on the Rockwell tester, is where 
you want the blade to come out at. With 
a knife of this steel and at this RC a man 


could be put into a trying environment 
and still have a working tool for a long 
time. 

Q: What about stainless steel? 

A: Most cutlery steels that are called 
‘stainless’ steels are really stain-resistant 
steels. Put under a corrosive environ¬ 
ment they will eventually rust. 

Q: What material do you prefer in a 
battle blade or fighting knife grip? 

A: High-tech plastics or the high-tech 
rubbers. Putting them one over the other 
I would say plastics first and rubbers 
second. The Micartas, the nylons.. .1 
find they are the most durable under the 
most severe conditions, speaking about 
both physical and climatic conditions. 

Q: What is your personal view con¬ 
cerning sharpening aids? 

A: Most of your little steels and such 
that are out are really honing devices. 
They have a coating on them that does 
the work as far as bringing an edge up. 
Once that coating is gone the steel 
doesn’t function any more. They are 
hones, and are meant to maintain an 
edge, not to sharpen the knife. You must 
use a bench stone, where you actually 
move quantities of steel in order to put 
that final bevel back on. Natural stones 
will sharpen a knife but they take a lot of 
time. And you must use a liquid for the 
stone to work. I like man-made stones; 
you can use them dry if you have to and 
they work faster. Two knives and a man- 
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ARMOR/INFANTRY VETS... 


Sign Up For The Adventure 
Of A Lifetime With 
Special Veterans Excursions 

ISRAELI 

ARMOR/INFANTRY 
TOUR '86! 

Special Veterans Excursions, in cooperation with 
the Israeli Veterans Association, is pleased to 
announce the first in a series of new, 
action-oriented military tours. Special Veterans 
Excursions has specifically designed these tours for 
maximum excitement and to take the military vet 
where no civilian has gone before. Special 
Veterans Excursions offers the military veteran 
adventure — not travel! 


• Relive the Battle for Jerusalem with 
General Uzi Narkis 

• Tour the Lebanese and Syrian Frontier 
and armor battle sites 

• Participate in hand-to-hand combat 
training at the Orde Wingate Institute 

• Ride in a Command Car tour of the 
Dead Sea desert and visit Masada, 
ancient battle sites, Bedouin villages, 
Bethlehem on Easter Sunday and much 
more! 


The Israeli Armor/Infantry Veterans tour is 
scheduled for March '86. The 10-day deluxe 
package, including air and ground trans¬ 
portation, all accommodations, and most 
meals is priced at an unbelievably low 
$1,759. For more information, including a 
complete day-by-day itinerary, send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 

Special Veterans Excursions 
606 West Barry St., Suite 181-SOF 
Chicago, IL 60657 

Requests for information must be received by December 31, 1985. 
Registration deposits due by January 31, 1986. 

Your application is conditional upon a security clearance to be conducted by the Israeli government. 
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made versus a natural stone, I would say 
that you would have the edge back on the 
knife using the man-made stone in 25 
percent of the time it would take with the 
natural. 

Q: Do you agree with Bill Bagwell 
that the way to sharpen a blade is to cut 
away from the stone rather than into it? 

A: If he believes that and it works for 
him then that’s fine. Forme, I always go 
into the cutting edge. You have a blade 
that you’re working on, without a doubt 
it’s proven that if you go away from the 
cutting edge you’re still removing steel 
but on the very, very edge you’re creat¬ 
ing wires that cannot be removed easily. 
What Bill is doing may be a two-step 
process, 1 don’t know. Maybe he goes 
away from the cutting edge and as a final 
finish he removes the wire or the hair 
that is created from sharpening that way. 
But for me, why do double work? Let’s 
sharpen it into the cutting edge. The 
majority of people that I know and the 
way 1 was personally taught, sharpen 
into the cutting edge. 

Q: What is a good weight for a battle 
blade? 

A: There is no ideal weight. Every 
man is different — big men, small men; 
there are weak big men, strong little 
men, and it is a personal preference. To 
spec a weight that is ideal is not being 
fair to anyone. 

Q: What is your opinion of the K- 
BAR? 

A: I think the K-BAR knife is still a 
well-designed and functional tool. As a 
fighting knife it came into being because 
that was all a lot of people had to fight 
with at the time. They didn’t really have a 
choice. Although there is a greater selec¬ 
tion available to the average soldier today 
what it boils down to is that a fighting 
knife is what one learns to handle. 

Q: How about the M16 bayonet as a 
fighter? 

A: To start with, it sure as hell is better 
than nothing. And if that’s all you have 
and you have no funds and you have to 
depend upon that then you have to de¬ 
velop it into a fine tool. The soldier must 
decide right away if he is going to use the 
bayonet to open ration cans and cut wire 
or if he is going to develop it and treat it 
as only a fighter. He cannot use it for 
both jobs, it’s either one or the other. 

Q: How can he develop it? 

A: He has to spend some time with it. 
Bevel a good cutting edge on the false 
edge and on the main cutting edge. And 
treat it like a fine tool once you get the 
edge and it will serve you well. It’s like 
the K-BAR, if that’s all you have and 
you learn to use it well you can become 
quite lethal with it. 

Q: How about the bowie? 

A: You’re making me walk on Bill’s 
toes... if you want to categorize about 
fighters and battle blades we can take the 
bowie on its own terms. But you can’t 
say a bowie is all things to all people. 


That would be insane. Taking it in its 
proper context, a bowi e-style knife has 
its place. It can become a very effective 
fighting and utility tool. But it’s not the 
answer to everything. 

Q: Is it a viable approach to say that 
one should attempt to have a knife that 
will work in any terrain, any climate? Is 
there such a thing? 

A: No. It is not a viable approach and 
no, there is no one knife that will do all 
things in all areas. Pick your tool well, 
learn how to use it correctly and it will 
work for you no matter what you’re 
doing and where you are. 

Q: What do you think about knife 
throwing? 

A: Throwing a knife to me is just a 
sport. In a survival or tactical situation 
the last thing 1 want to do is throw my 
knife at a guy. You may hit him extreme¬ 
ly well and in a vital area, but man is 
probably one of the toughest critters on 
this earth. And if you should miss him, 
or if you should just wound him and 
you’re now weaponless.. .then that 
man, even before he dies is going to 
show you exactly what to do with that 
knife... and he sure as hell ain’t going to 
throw' it at you. Throwing a knife is more 
or less ‘Hollywood’ to me. 

Q: Push-daggers, what about them? 

A: Push-daggers are an old tool that 
was carried around more for psychologi¬ 


cal purposes than anything else. It’s bet¬ 
ter than nothing, agreed. But it is only a 
stabbing device. If you’re even carrying 
a push-dagger for self-protection you 
have no business going to where you’re 
going because the tool is not efficient. 
There are so many other things available 
that if you’re worried about that kind of 
potential confrontation you should be 
carrying them rather than the push- 
dagger. 

Q: Butterfly knives — very big today. 
What do you think of them for self- 
defense? 

A: I believe they are one of the most 
unique designs in the world today. A 
very efficient design. U can be opened 
single-handed and can be locked so that 
there is no moving pan that can fail on 
you. 

Q: What about guard designs for 
fighters and battle blades? 

A: Single-edged battle blade — single 
guard will do. Fighter, double-edged 
blade — then you need a double guard, 
The guard is there to keep your hand 
from sliding over the cutting edge, 
period. 

Q: Can I have one of each of your 
knives for free ’cause we’re friends and 
live in the same state? 

A: No. 

Thank you, Mr, Mar. Have a nice 
day.. * 
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230,000 SALVADORANS HAVE 
FLED THEIR HOMES BECAUSE OF 
COMMUNIST TERRORISM - THEY 
NEED YOUR HELP AND OURS. 

While REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
is non-political, we do aid victims of 
oppression by dispatching medical teams 
and shipments of supplies to remote areas of 
EL SALVADOR and HONDURAS. Our future 
goals include the establishment of medical 
dispensaries in secured areas of KAMPUCHEA 
and along the PAKISTAN-AFGHANISTAN 
border. 

Our expertise lies in getting dedicated 
medical personnel into hostile areas. We see 
little of hotel lobbies and don't squander 
your donations on cocktail parties, first-class 
airfares, lavish offices and extravagant 
salaries. What you give gets to the people 
you intend to help (and we make sure of it). 

We believe in President Reagan's challenge 
for the "private sector" to parallel 
government efforts in supplying needed 
assistance to those suffering In the midst of 
armed conflicts. 

In order to continue and expand our efforts 
we need YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 
CONTRIBUTIONS. Our volunteers are non- 
salaried but aid is required to get them and 
their medical supplies to target areas. (Our 
Federal Identification Number is: 74- 
2255573.) 

Please include a packing list and name of 
donor with all donations. Also, indicate 
whether or not you would like this 
information printed. 

For further information, please contact: 
Thomas D. Reisinger 
President 

REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 

1105 Balmora Drive 
Lafayette, Colorado 80026 

Attni Mr. Donald 
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EAST GERMAN NAVY 

Continued from page 83 

Is the Evil Empire really arming itself 
to the teeth, getting ready for 
Armageddon? One possible theater of 
conflict where the tasks and variables of 
war are so theoretically clear-cut that 
Western military analysts readily concur 
is the Baltic Sea. 

Stretching a thousand miles from the 
Straits of Denmark in the West to the 
Russian Red Banner Fleet’s home port of 
Leningrad in the East, the Baltic has 
103,000 square miles of salt water with 
outlets so narrow and shallow that it’s 
virtually a lake. 

Major military confrontation in Europe 
would certainly be accompanied by a 
Russian move to interdict Western 
shipping in the Atlantic. The Red Banner 
Fleet, accompanied by East German and 
Polish units, would have to run a gauntlet 
of Western ships, aircraft and mines in 
an attempt to open the Danish Straits. In 
attacking an equal force of West 
Germans and Danes occupying excellent 
defensive positions, military experts 
believe that the Eastern Bloc would be 
sure losers. Warsaw Pact Fighting men 
see things differently. 

“We can’t close our eyes to the fact 
that the inner substance of imperialism 
hasn’t changed,” claims Captain Ahrend. 
“It’s still aggressive.” 

Why does Lutz Ahrend persist in 
viewing things from a perspective foreign 
to most of us? Well-informed of NATO 
plans to keep Eastern Bloc forces bottled 
up in the Baltic, he’s more concerned 
about contingency plans to use the Baltic 
to move NATO naval power into the 
socialist flank. The Baltic is a “critical 
link” and “key strategic position” 
according to former West German 
Defense Minister Hans Apel. West 
German Vice-Admiral Ansgar Bethe 
describes the West German naval concept 
as “.. . to keep Baltic access open, 
enabling NATO’s superior sea power to 
be brought to bear within the Baltic.” 

The Baltic Sea fits well within U.S. 
AirLand Battle 2000 “forward defense” 
concepts, while Baltic exercises for 
NATO units include “moving forward” 
into middle and North Baltic positions. 
New NATO shipbuilding programs and 
the accelerated U.S. deployment of 
sea-launched Tomahawk cruise missiles 
are eyed suspiciously by the Warsaw Pact 
as possible puzzle pieces in a bigger 
picture. 

East German sailors generally try to 
keep things in perspective by putting 
their noses to the collective grindstone. 
“Everybody has their assignment to 
complete with the highest possible 
performance. Of course, there is a bit of 
romanticism involved when standing on 
the bridge in rough seas, or lying at 
anchor when the sun sets,” claims 


Seaman First Class Frank Mahnke. 

Captain Ahrend and crew are in many 
ways typical of the 17,000 signalmen, 
machinists, gunners and navigators 
making up the East German Navy. 
Possibly the son of a teacher or shop 
clerk, the average enlisted man serves an 
18-month tour of duty. Preparations for it 
begin much earlier, though. 

Smiling soldiers are a prominent 
feature of East German kindergarten 
picture books. Children may learn 
formation drill at age 10. Specialization 
begins in the eighth grade as a member 
of the semi voluntary “Society for Sport 
and Technology,” where youngsters 
learn to row boats, to sail, and later to 
run and care for power boats. Sports like 
waterskiing and windsurfing are 
conspicuous in their absence, while 
signaling and Morse Code are offered. 
Seasickness is about the only thing left 
unconquered by the time young East 
Germans get to salt water. 

German People’s Navy commanders 
are often little older than 25 or 26. One 
such commander is Lieutenant Captain 
Lothar Stadler. Bom in Cottbus, a 
medieval town near the Polish border 
southeast of Berlin, he originally learned 
the ropes on local lakes. “Seamen are 
made at sea,” he says. “Our training 
can’t take place in the harbor alone.” 

This is easier said than done in the 
East German Navy. Compared to 
Western vessels, Warsaw Pact boats 
spend a disproportionate amount of time 
in poll, making for less wear and tear 
and — so the frugal-but-dubious Russian 
naval dictum goes — assuring the 
availability of more ships should they be 
needed. It also allows the Eastern Bloc to 
build more boats with the money saved. 

Available equipment is, of course, 
useless if not properly handled and 
Warsaw Pact units do go on maneuvers. 
This may mean a thousand sea miles in 
two days, running through everything 
from gunnery practice to 
“anti-mass-destruction-weapon” 
measures. Such an exercise begins at a 
floating operations base anchored off the 
East German coast. Providing the boats 
with fuel, munitions and supplies, these 
bases also have sleeping quarters and 
conference rooms for the East German, 
Russian and Polish units involved. 
Minimal, yet cordial, contact is the rule 
among enlisted men: an East German 
Juwel cigarette exchanged for a Russian 
Papyrossi while eyeing the markings on 
each other’s so-similar boats. 

Although the East German Navy and 
the Polish Fleet comprise less than one 
percent of world military naval tonnage, 
the Kremlin dearly depends on the extra 
front-line force provided by its socialist 
partners in the Baltic. German 
reunification sentiment and Polish 
internal disorder could be components of 
any Russian admiral’s nightmare. 

Leaving no doubt where his loyalties 
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Operating in small packs, these East 
German patrol boats count on a quick 
strike to neutralize NATO warships in the 
area. Photo: Fotozirkel Rostock 

lie. Commander Stadler properly toes the 
party line, giving his version of the 
official slogan “Der Frieden muss 
bewaffnet sein ” — the peace must be 
armed. 

“The national People’s Army and 
Navy are only as strong as their 
Waffenbriider — brothers in arms — and 
only through it comes strength. Each one 
of us is part of the fighting readiness of 
the Warsaw Pact.” 

Lothar Stadler’s boat is heavily — 
almost overly — armed. A combat patrol 
craft of the same length, width and speed 
as Lutz Ahrend’s boat, its torpedo tubes 
have been removed and replaced with 
four gunmetal-grey hangars, giving the 
ship a bulky, overloaded appearance. 
Each hangar houses an SSN-2A naval 
guided missile. 

Making up the bulk of East German 
naval capability, these boats were 
designed with all their firepower up 
front, to get in the first shot and make it 
count. Such ships and their armament 
provide the Warsaw Pact with the most 
punch for the least naval investment, and 
represent something of a milestone in 
modem naval development. With their 
30-mile range, the guided missiles turn 
the once-lowly PT boat into an aircraft 
carrier, supplying the equivalent of a 
mini-squadron of Kamikaze aircraft. 
Nuclear-armed U.S. Tomahawk naval 
cruise missiles can be seen as the 
electronic perfection of this 20-year-old 
Soviet naval innovation. 

The shrill tones of the ship’s alarm 
signal the start of joint maneuvers. It’s 
klar zum ablegen — clear to cast off. 
With the last rays of the setting sun 
sharply outlining the black cumulus 
clouds coming up in the evening sky, 
three small boats head out into the Baltic. 
The sea slowly turns rough, no joyride in 
a small attack boat. 

Decked in clouds of spray, the tiny 
missile boats smash forward through the 
whitecaps and into the darkness. The 
deep black of the Baltic turns gravel gray 


where it meets the horizon. A couple of 
lights — probably a freighter — move in 
the night. One can just make out the lead 
boat as a glimmer on the swell in the 
distance. The green, yellow and red 
lights aft belong to the boat following in 
the wake. There’s no trace of the Russian 
or Polish craft. 

These “loose-deuce” trios practice the 
ambush in bad weather and darkness. 
Russian naval strategy contends that 
swarms of small ships like these provide 
the numbers needed to foil even the most 
complex electronic weapons systems. 

The pro-communist Stockholm 
International Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) claims NATO is currently 
spending 20 percent more than the 
Warsaw Pact, part of this to upgrade all 
40 West German missile boats stationed 
in the Baltic. New NATO PG-class boats 
have twice the armament, half again the 
range, and even more speed than the 
current Warsaw Pact material. 

Asked above the engine clatter if he 
ever thinks about the world situation in 
relation to his duty, one of the East 
German mates responded “That’s what 
we’re confronted with all the time.” 
Captain Stadler added his thoughts. 
“That’s it. We try to keep informed of 
what goes on. We’re not oblivious to 
what happens in Nicaragua or South 
Africa.” 

Casting an occasional glance at the 
radar screen, he orders course and speed 
corrections. The boat’s executive officer 
stands nearby, readying a Pentacon Six 
camera, which he’ll use to photograph 
the radar screen when things get serious. 
Developed and enlarged onboard, the 
photos provide exact information about 
the performance of each crew involved 
when compared with similar photos taken 
on the Russian and Polish boats. 

Night-attack maneuvers are a tough 
test of Warsaw Pact navigation and 
electronics expertise. The purpose is to 
find the “enemy” first and go on an 
attack course, then make necessary 
missile guidance calculations, run 
through launch preparations, and simulate 
missile firing. 

Much of this would be done 
electronically on a more modem NATO 
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boat where sensor and fire-control 
information are computerized, allowing 
the commander to grasp control of the 
whole battle while the executive officer 
commands from the bridge. 

Warsaw Pact skippers still do 
command from the bridge, combining 
battle data in their own heads. As long as 
things go as planned, this is fine. Things 
may begin to fall apart should the 
unexpected occur. 

“Da sind sie /”— There they are! 
Small blips appear at the edge of the 
radar screen and things get turbulent as 
the radar man reports target movement, 
course and speed. The ship slides and 
pounds through course corrections. 
Breakers crash over the deck before the 
boat returns to even keel. Instructions are 
passed to the missile guidance station. 
Hangar covers open. 

“Grosse Fahrt!” — Full speed ahead! 

“Start!” 

Guided by cable in the general direction 
of its target, the missile’s terminal homing 
device takes it the rest of the way in. The 
once-innovative SSN-2A missile is still 
considered a “reliable” weapon, yet boats 
armed with it are at a grave disadvantage 
when confronted with more modem 
technology. 

“If you can see it, you can probably 
hit it” is a modem military adage. Far 
superior Western naval reconnaissance 
makes it highly likely that Captain 
Stadler’s boat would be seen first. NATO 
Harpoon and Exocet missiles have more 
accurate guidance systems and twice the 
range of the vintage Warsaw Pact 
materiel, whose well-known 
characteristics make it susceptible to 
jamming. 

“I’m sure the Soviet Union will see to 
it,” responds Captain Stadler in reference 
to new NATO missiles, “that we’re a 
properly equipped deterrent.” Perhaps 
optimism is one of the Warsaw Pact’s 
primary weapons. 

Swanns of small boats and a multitude 
of missiles do give the Eastern Bloc 
some initial attack capability, yet the 
follow-up force for truly offensive 
operations is lacking. Mutual assured 
destruction in a mass counterattack is, in 
Soviet terms, a credible deterrent. Not all 
that paradoxically, this holocaust 
potential could be a major reason why a 
European war is currently considered so 
unlikely. 

This is the balance of force that makes 
for Captain Stadler’s naval routine. Does 
he see his job as one of keeping the 
peace? You bet he does. Making and 
selling new weapons is a business. 
Patrolling the Baltic is a job. 

Captain Stadler and his East German 
crew ought to be ready to bunk in when 
they get home from the night shift, yet 
their commander sees things differently. 
“First we’ve got to get everything 
shipshape.” ^ 


MAD MIKE 

Continued from page 45 

mercenary soldiering: The sharing of 
hardship and danger. It welds you 
together and you become brothers.” 

Meanwhile, the Russians were making 
strides in Southern Africa. In 1974 3,000 
FRELIMO soldiers took Mozambique, 
claiming they represented the people. 
(Since no elections were held they can’t 
prove their contention.) 

Worse, in 1975 the unprepared colony 
of Angola was gaining its independence 
on an irresponsibly accelerated timetable 
following a socialist electoral victory in 
Portugal. Free Angolans prepared for 
elections. Communists prepared for war. 
The Soviet Union sent $25 million of 
arms and equipment to support the 
Marxist MPLA. 

That was when Mike was approached. 
“It was an Angolan Portuguese — a 
colonel. He wanted me to bring 100 men 
and seize the capital, Luanda, in support 
of FNLA — and it could have worked if 
we had had the backing of the CIA or 
South Africa. But at that critical moment 
the Clark Amendment was passed in 
America, and the West stood by as the 
Russians got the other foot into Southern 
Africa.” Hoare very clearly identifies the 
war for Southern Africa as part of the 
global battle between communist 
tyrannies and free democracies. And he 
sees little hope for Africa without help 
from the West. 

Mike opened a business brokerage and 
investment consultancy in Durban and 
discovered the joys of the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange in a boom. In 1978 he 
was military adviser to the film, The 
Wild Geese (see “The Wild Geese Fly 
Again” on p. 26), filmed on location in 
the northern Transvaal. Mike 
subsequently toured the U.S. and gave 
100 interviews in 20 days to promote the 
film. 

By this time the left-wing Albert Rene 
of Seychelles had toppled the elected 
government of James Manchem in a 
coup, and Mike had been asked to put up 
a plan to reinstate the pro-West 
Manchem. He went to the islands twice, 
posing as an accountant named Boarel, to 
do a recce. The plum was ripe for the 
picking, but the backers had a money 
problem. 

By 1981 money was still at issue but 
Mike agreed to help anyway because of 
his political feelings. “For a mercenary 
to soldier on the basis of payment when 
he succeeds is madness, so there had to 
be something else and in my case it was 
a firm conviction that what we were 
doing was right. 

“In the Congo 1 saw communism, 
naked and raw at a very low level — the 
destruction of all order, the killing of the 
intelligentsia. When you’ve got a whole 
lot of leaderless people you can 
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indoctrinate them with your particular 
brand of politics. I saw all this, and I’ve 
stood on 30 tons of Russian arms and 
ammunition. These things left a lasting 
impression on me, and since then I’ve 
been anti-communist and I still am to this 
day.” 

So, the West stood by and watched the 
Red plague spread across Africa. The 
communists never fired a shot, but in 
their traditional manner took advantage of 
trouble and fomented it. The Red bridge 
across Africa and the Indian Ocean was 
cemented by the formation of a Marxist 
Zimbabwe. And the Seychelles fell prey 
to a particularly blatant form of Marxism 
which included taking the children to 
distant islands in the archipelago for 
indoctrination by communist advisers. 

4 ’The Russians had foreseen — with 
more foresight than the Americans, I’d 
say — the strategic importance of the 
Seychelles in the Indian Ocean. It lay 
athwart the shipping route from the 
Persian Gulf to the Cape, and would 
undoubtedly assume tremendous 
importance if Suez was ever closed, 
which, with Exocets, wouldn’t take 
much. But the Americans, having other 
considerations, namely Bay of Bengal, 
Singapore and Indonesia, went for Diego 
Garcia 1,000 miles to the east of the 
Seychelles.” 

And so Operation Anvil got off the 
ground. Planned as a bloodless coup, the 
word went out and about 55 men were 
recruited in South Africa. They were paid 
1,000 South African rand in advance; the 
balance of $10,000U.S. each for privates 
would be paid on successful completion. 


“Thirty-three months of imprisonment... 
revitalized my soul, refreshed my liver and 
regulated my bowels. Beyond that, I cannot 
recommend it,” Mike remarked upon his 
release. 


Rumanian and Hungarian AKs and other 
weaponry were delivered to Mike’s home 
by a sergeant in the SADF (South 
African Defense Force). But at the last 
minute the agreed manner of smuggling 
the weapons to the Seychelles fell 
through and they had to accompany the 
men in false-bottomed suitcases. 

An advance party of about eight men 
dribbled onto the island. The rest, all 
experienced fighters, followed on 25 
November 1981 posing as 
“Frothb lowers” — beerdrinkers who 
raise money for charity. Everything went 
smoothly up to this point. All but one of 
the mercenaries got through customs, but 
unfortunately the last one, a Frenchman, 
had boarded the plane at the Comores 
with fruit, a prohibited item. An official 
seized it as he went through customs and 
decided to search the remaining tourists’ 
baggage for fruit too. A weapon was 
found and all hell broke loose. The battle 
was on. 

“Early on one of my men was shot 
dead by an American mercenary — it 
was a pure accident. We took the control 
tower and mounted an assault on the 
barracks nearby. Then I got news that an 
Air India Boeing 707 was approaching. I 
gave order for it not to land, but it did 
and the pilot, Saxena, was brought to 
me. Then the Seychellois opened up on 
the plane, full of passengers, with a 
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capability... $87.95 

# 3030—MCAR-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE Black metal frames. Lens 

- gray, brown, amber, vermillion, clear. Interchangeable lens 

capablity. $67.95 

# 3031—MCAR-SHOOTER’S SPECTACLE Black metal frames. Lens 

- Cadmium Oxide. Interchangeable lens capablity $77.95 
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capability. ... _ ......- ,..$77.95 
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movable leather side shields. Frames - black, red, white, 
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# 3035-EXPEDITION MOUNTAIN GLASSES Nylon frames with re¬ 

movable leather side shields. Frames - black, red, white, 

gray. Lens-Cadmium Oxide. ... $45.95 

#3036—JONES GOGGLE BAG With separate lens 
department...$5.95 

# 3037— Replaceable Goggle Lens. Cadmium Oxide.$14.95 

# 3038—Replaceable Goggle Lens. Clear, gray, amber, 

vermillion.. .. $9.95 

# 3039—Replacement Lens for MCALor MCAR Gray, brown, amber, 

vermillion, clear. $15.00 

# 3040—Replacement Lens for MCAL or MCAR Cadmium 

Oxide. $22.00 

# 3041—Jones Anti-Fog Cleanser Anti static, Va ounce.$2.00 
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75mm cannon. 

“I got President Rene on the phone, 
had him stop the firing, and got 
permission for them to take off. The pilot 
cleared the runway and then offered to 
take us with him, saying, ‘You chaps 
saved us, now we’ll save you.’ The men 
wanted to go, but I advised them to fight 
on. Doorewaard, one of my officers, 
said, ‘Let’s go back to South Africa, the 
government will look after us.’ 

“I decided not to go and to wait for 
the resistance movement, but two of my 
men said they would force me to come. 
After takeoff Saxena came back into the 
cabin, shook me by the hand and said, 
‘We must celebrate.’ He ordered 
champagne. 

“Some hijack!” 

In due course the men came to trial at 
the Pietermaritzburg Supreme Court on 
various charges under the Civil Aviation 
Act. At the end of the trial, which Mike 
describes as “a travesty of justice,” most 
of the men got six months’ 
imprisonment. Three senior officers, one 
of whom was Peter Duffy, received an 
effective five years, and Mike, an 
effective 10 years (actually 20 with 10 
suspended). 

At the age of 62, Mike Hoare began 
his 21-month stretch in Pretoria Central 
Prison as a hard-labor prisoner with no 
special treatment. Most of the few visits I 
was allowed were non-contact and we 
had to speak to each other through glass 
and wire mesh. 

Dad loved books and crossword 
puzzles. We tried to deliver as much as 
we could get away with. But often they 
would never get to him. One day I 
handed the officer in charge a book of 
London Sunday Times crosswords, a 
passion with Dad, but he never received 
it. Apparently, the officer had said that if 
he allowed Dad to have the book, all the 
prisoners would want one. Pathetic as it 
was, we had a good laugh. 

Churchill used to be one of Dad’s 
favorite authors, but during his prison 
days Christopher Marlowe became his 
passion. When he was in prison he kept 
his family busy scouring distant libraries 
for yet more biographies and literary 
criticism of Marlowe. He is a great 
believer in educating oneself through 
books and when we were kids he used to 
tell us over and over, “You can buy the 
sum of a man’s knowledge for a few 
rand.” 

After his release from prison, Dad 
began work on his third book, The 
Seychelles Affair , which is due to be 
published in mid-1986. It gives details of 
the planning of the coup attempt, names 
of who was involved, the operation itself, 
the trial and his days in prison. 

He also wants to write a novel based 
on his experiences, some of them 
horrific, some of them humorous, of 
prison life in South Africa. “Somebody 
has got to tell the world what goes on in 


those places, and it’s going to be me.” 

At one point in Pretoria Central he 
worked as a cleaner ( skoonmaker in 
Afrikaans) and titles another proposed 
book, A Day in the Life of a Pretorius 
Skoonmaker . 

Dad was then transported — in 
handcuffs and leg-irons — to 
Pietermaritzburg Prison, where he 
worked as a petrol-pump attendant and 
nurseryman. Conditions were marginally 
better and Phyllis didn’t have to drive 
nearly 400 miles each way to see him for 
half an hour twice a month. 

During the trial he had “Wild Geese” 
patches and badges made to raise funds 
for his defense. Soldier of Fortune 
advertised them and gave them free 
editorial space and the response from 
America was overwhelming. 

“While I was in jail Phyllis received 
more than 3,500 letters from America 
and many people sent much more than 
the advertised price. Their whole attitude 
was they wanted to help a man who was 
down. This generosity supported Phyllis 
and the two boys while I was inside and 
we are extremely grateful to all 
concerned.” 

The family felt the South African 
government had bowed to international 
pressure in charging the men, that they 
would be released after serving a token 
sentence. This was not to be. Even after 
President Rene of the Seychelles 
pardoned the six who had been captured 
on the island (four were sentenced to 
death). Dad and his officers were not 
released. 

At Christmas of 1984, President P.W. 
Botha of South Africa announced an 
amnesty for certain prisoners over the age 
of 65. Dad would qualify on 29 January 
1985, we calculated, and on that day 
Phyllis had a massive buffet prepared and 
welcome-home party planned. But the 
day came and went without explanation. 

Three months later, 6 May, Phyllis and 
Simon noticed a car pull into their 
driveway. Simon knew exactly who it 
was at once and shouted, “It’s Dad!” 

“Oh my God, he’s escaped,” was 
Phyllis’ first thought. 

Mike had been unconditionally 
released, again without explanation. 

Dad has always had a sense of humor 
and he showed it to good effect at a press 
conference he gave the day after his 
release. The world’s media was there 
waiting for a big announcement: “It has 
been a grim experience,” he began. 
“Even so, 33 months of imprisonment 
did something for me. It revitalized my 
soul, refreshed my liver and regulated my 
bowels. Beyond that, I cannot 
recommend it.” In the 45 minutes that 
followed he had everyone in fits of 
laughter and tears with his tales of prison 
life. 

The press widely quoted him as saying 
that he had “hung up his guns.” Well, I 
was there and he didn’t say that. Later I 
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asked him if that was the case anyway. 

“I haven’t made a conscious decision 
on this one,” he said. “Age is irrelevant 
in these matters — don’t forget, the 
Greek Cypriot guerrilla movement leader, 
General Grivas, was still commanding at 
79. My style of leadership is a personal 
one. I like to actually physically lead the 
men — this is very unusual. I mean, can 
you imagine a colonel of a regular unit 
going on patrol? But I’m not like that. 

It’s essential for a leader to show he’s 
prepared to do everything he’s asking his 
men to do, to share their dangers, and 
not to lead ‘Belgian-style’: from a 
Congolese hotel. So, to that extent, my 
days of active leadership in the fields are 
probably over.” 


But I know his search for adventure 
has not ended. As a child at boarding 
school, letters from Dad always 
contained the promise of adventure 
during the holidays. He was an exciting 
man to grow up around ... sometimes a 
bit too exciting. But he would always say 
that the excitement heightens your 
appreciation of life. Clearly, his 
philosophy was that if you set out to live 
dangerously, you will have some magic 
moments which propel you through the 
quiet times or the worst times. 

“On the day I was sentenced I 
received a letter from America. It said: 

‘Dear Colonel, On the day of the 
Stanleyville massacre you and some of 
your men and Colonel Raudstein, the 
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U.S. military attache in Leopoldville, 
rescued an American family who was 
living on the edge of the black ghetto 
which had been overrun by rebels. You 
placed a small girl in the back of your 
truck and drove her to safety. 

‘I am that little girl. 

‘I am now 24 and have my own 
husband and children, and I love them 
very much. Thank you for my life.’ 

“That letter kept me warm in jail. It 
was a magic moment and in my life there 
have been many such moments.” 

(NEXT MONTH: Col. Hoare shares 
his private thoughts on the nature, 
madness and meaning of war in an 
exclusive interview.) ^ 


BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 4 

event of hostilities shall hold any 
office or employment under this 
state,. 

With preliminary hearings 
completed, Hayden’s stable of 
lawyers is keeping the case tied up 
in the appeals process. A new round 
of legal activity is expected in early 
1986, Those with interest in the case 
against Hayden, which is being 
supported through donations, should 
contact the attorney of record for the 
CWVJ: Victor E. Hobbs, 23113 
Plaza Pointe Drive, Laguna Hills, CA 
92653. 


MBO’ GUMBEL’S 

\J GRUMBLE... 

Gum-bo n : a heavy, sticky mud. 

Bryant Gumbel’s name is mud 
around the editorial offices of Soldier 
of Fortune. ‘Gumbo’ Gumbel grossly 
abused his professional media access 
in his role as co-host of NBC’s 
“Today Show.” Gumbel grumbled, 
“I’ve been holding Soldier of 
Fortune magazine. 1 feel like I should 
go wash my hands.” 

Bryant conducted interviews on 
gun control in a 23 July broadcast. 
Picking up a copy of SOF’s 10th 
anniversary issue, Gumbel said the 
magazine carried ads for 
semiautomatic weapons and 
conversion kits for their conversion 
to automatic weapons. Of course, 
SOF does not allow conversion kits 
to be advertised in its pages. 

As was later noted in Human 
Events, a conservative, 
Washington-based, national weekly 
newspaper, “Gumbel didn’t identify 
anything illegal or even improper in 
any of this. But to him it was a dirty 
business. Perhaps Gumbel should go 
back to his old job of calling balls 
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and strikes on the game of the 
week. Soldier of Fortune deserves 
credit, not abuse. It not only 
supports our right to keep and bear 
arms, but provides assistance to 
anti-communists around the world 
who are arming themselves in an 
effort to overthrow communist 
regimes.” 

Immediately after his imprudent 
remark, SOFs phones started 
ringing off the hook with supporters 
calling in, outraged at Gumbel. The 
editors tried in vain to reach Gumbel 
by phone for an explanation, an 
excuse, anything. We were denied 
by the network any opportunity to 
respond to this slander. 
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Tink’s Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits | 
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E nemy of 

THE PEOPLE... 

During a recent meeting, SOF 
publisher Robert K. Brown took a 
phone call from an American who 
identified himself as a free-lance 
journalist representing Soviet 
television. He wanted a video 
interview with Brown. 

Brown politely asked the 
appropriate questions concerning 
time, place, payment, audience and 
editing. Those questions answered, 
the caller told Brown that Soviet TV 
was very interested and hoped he 
would appear. Bob grinned, tugged 
on his moustache, and said, “Tell 
the Russians to fuck themselves.” 

Silence followed, then, “Excuse 
me, sir, what did you say?” 

“I said: Tell the Russians to fuck 
themselves.” 

“Is that serious?” 

“Yes.” 

“I.. .I’ll convey your message.” 
Click. 


I VAN COURTS 
NORTH KOREA... 

Decisive air superiority over South 
Korea by the communist regime 
north of the 38th parallel seems 
certain with the delivery of 50 
MiG-23 (NATO code name:Flogger) 
multirole fighter jets. A Soviet 
announcement confirming the sale 
to North Korea signals a potentially 
ominous renewal of close relations 
between the two communist 
countries. Said one respected Soviet 
analyst who regularly reads the 
Soviet propaganda organs: “Pravda 
hasn’t been so effusive about North 
Korea since the days of the Korean 
War.” 

Although initial reports indicated 
the Floggers marked for delivery to 



• NON LETHAL 
• STUNS/IMMOBILIZES 
• CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY 
• INTIMIDATES MOST ATTACKERS 
• AFFECTIVE 15 TO 20 FEET 
• RECHARGEABLE POWER PACK 


SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS DEPT. SF BOX 716 
AMHERST, NH 03031 • FREE CATALOG 


NINJA PROFESSIONAL 
SURVIVAL MASK 

Reversible 2 in 1 Mask For the Modern-Day Warrior! 


Features Include: 

• Quality Fabric (Hand washable) 

• Black net for easy ventilation 

• 2 pockets on each side 

• Top tie closure (for camo) 

• Reversible head wrap stabilizer 

• Throwing Star 

• Underwater breathing tube 

• 4 ft. nylon rope 

• Ninja spike 

• Fishing hooks, line, sinkers 

• Sewing needle, damp-proof 

Black for Camouflage 

Night and for Day 

matches 

• Firework trip lines 

* Great for hunters 

* Stop using greasy camouflage paint! 

* One piece, easy to slip on 

* Great peripheral vision 

* Easy ventilation 

* Protects from cold weather and 
insects! 

* One size fits all!! 

* Best Mask on the market 
anywhere. 

$29.95 for Mask plus Survival Kit 

$24.95 for Mask alone 

$2.00 Secret Ninja Code (P&H not needed) 

Add $3.50 postage and handling each. 

Send check or money order payable to: 

Ben Rocha/Silver Cobra 1 Products 

9207 Reagan 

San Antonio, Texas 78224 

NAME (please print) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 

ZIP 

Allow 2 to 4 weeks for Delivery. 


DECEMBER 85 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 121 





















North Korea were stripped by the 
Soviets of much of their 
sophisticated avionic and weapons 
systems, Soldier of Fortune sources 
say otherwise. For instance, North 
Korean Air Force personnel began 
advanced training at various Soviet 
bases before delivery of the MiG-23s 
even began. SOF sources were 
bolstered recently when Jane's 
Defense Weekly reported that the 
Floggers possibly are equipped with 
the latest Soviet air-to-air missile, the 
AA-7 Apex. Most of the Kremlin's 
Third World sales of Floggers 
include only the AA-2 Atol. 

Unfortunately for the West in 
general and South Korea in 
particular, the MiG-23 vastly 
outclasses the F-4, F-5 and F-86 
fighter jets possessed by the Seoul 
regime. An initial delivery of six 
Floggers came in late May, SOF 
sources say, four of them to the 
Bukchang Air Force Base northeast 
of Pyongyang. And intelligence 
indicates large-scale construction at 
North Korea’s Hwangju Air Force 
Base south of Pyongyang is 
complete, giving the facility a 
capability to handle MiG-23s. 

Analysts think that the Kremlin’s 
delivery schedule soon will give 
North Korea a clear-cut air 


superiority over South Korea, 
despite 36 F-16s Seoul has ordered 
from Uncle Sam. Delivery of the 
F-16s is not set to begin until 
February 1986, and then at the rate 
of one aircraft per month. 

Floggers aren’t the only cause for 
concern. Recent weapons shipments 
from Moscow to Pyongyang also 
include Scud-B surface-to-surface 
missiles and a new type of Soviet 
surface-to-air missile. And the South 
Koreans have expressed worry over 
Soviet aid to North Korea for 
nuclear “research.” Sources in 
Seoul say a nuclear reactor operated 
by North Korea north of Pyongyang 
is capable of producing 
weapons-grade plutonium. 

No one ever gets something for 
nothing from the Kremlin, but it is 
unclear what North Korea’s payback 
might be. Unconfirmed reports 
indicate that North Korean specialists 
will play an increased role in training 
pro-Soviet terrorists and insurgents 
around the world, especially in 
Africa and Latin America. Indeed, 
North Korea has long been a 
third-party conduit for Soviet arms 
to Iran. Consequently Iraq broke off 
diplomatic relations with Pyongyang 
over these shipments, leading to 
informed speculation that arms traffic 
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through the Iran pipeline will 
increase. Whatever the case, closer 
cooperation between the Soviet 
Union and North Korea certainly 
spells trouble for peace-loving 
people everywhere. 


H ind-d 

UPDATE... 

The word is out in Nicaragua. 
Managua’s entire air force and its 
military high command are buzzing 
about the $1 million reward being 
offered by Soldier of Fortune and 
private-sector sources. The first pilot, 
crewman or trainer who flies an 
Mi-24 Soviet attack helicopter out of 
Nicaragua and lands it safely in a 
neutral location will be an instant 
millionaire. 

“Everyone knows about the 
reward,” said one SOF source in 
Managua. When the original 
$100,000 reward was offered by the 
magazine in February, Nicaragua’s 
communist government temporarily 
grounded their squadron of 12 
Hind-D gunships while it conducted 
new security checks on personnel 
with access to the aircraft. The 
squadron was not grounded when 
the reward was raised to $1 million 
in August, but the ruling Sandinista 
Party did order the government to 
take other precautionary steps. 
Accordingly, the gunships’ AOs have 
been tightly restricted to areas 
immediately adjacent to their bases. 
Even Cuban pilot/trainers are not 
allowed to take the Mi-24s out very 
far. And new crews are being 
selected for training in order to 
phase out the old pilots, many of 
whom are holdovers from the 
Somoza days. 

Most interesting, however, are 
continued efforts by Daniel Ortega’s 
regime to buy from its ComBloc 
allies the Aero L-39 Albatros, a 
subsonic, STOL jet fighter made in 
Czechoslovakia. The L-39Z, for 
instance, would be a much greater 
tactical threat in a counterinsurgency 
role against the Freedom Fighters 
than would be the MiG-2 Is, NATO 
code-named Fishbed. The MiGs 
were the subject of much ado about 
nothing last fall when an undisclosed 
member of the Reagan 
administration shrilly — and falsely 
— charged that the Fishbeds were 
about to be delivered to Nicaragua 
by the Soviet Union. 

But SOF’s source in Managua 
says the Sandinistas have another 
reason now for wanting the 
MiG-2 Is. The supersonic jet fighter 
could come in mighty handy if 
someone tries to defect with a 
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Hind-D attack helicopter This is 
certainly consistent with Soviet 
practice in Afghanistan regarding the 
Mi-24 gunships. Like Nicaragua, the 
Hinds in Afghanistan are deployed 
in groups of four. If one gunship is 
shot down, a second Hind moves in 
to fire a missile and finish off the 
wreckage and any survivors. 


N icaraguan 

NAZIS?... 

Although they are at extremes of 
the political spectrum, Nicaragua’s 
Soviet-backed Sandinista Party and 
Hitler’s Nazi Party have at least one 
thing in common: The systematic 
persecution and removal of Jewish 
people. 

A member of the United States 
Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence, Sen. Chic Hecht, 

R-Nev., said Nicaragua’s communist 
government has an institutionalized 
policy of anti-Semitism that rivals 
that of Hitler in everything but scale. 
Jews have been run out of the 
country and their property 
confiscated since the Sandinista 
Party betrayed the coalition that put 
it in power and seized control of the 
government with ample assistance 
from the Soviet Union and Cuba. 
Hecht, one of eight Jewish members 
of the United States Senate, said 
Nicaragua’s vicious anti-Semitic 
campaign was undertaken to repay a 
debt of gratitude owed the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 

The PLO and the Sandinistas 
have had close ties since the 
mid-1960s, when Palestinian 
terrorists became some of the first to 
offer training to their communist 
brothers in Central America. Under 
Daniel Ortega’s communist tyranny, 
Nicaragua has become the biggest 
supporter of the PLO outside the 
Arab world. Granted diplomatic 
recognition by the Sandinistas, the 
PLO has a fully accredited 
“embassy” in Managua. Yasser 
Arafat, the emasculated head of the 
PLO, was greeted warmly in 
Managua by Interior Minister Tomas 
Borge, leader of Nicaragua’s secret 
police, who told the Arab terrorist 
that “Nicaragua is your land and the 
PLO cause is the cause of the 
Sandinistas.” 

Sandinista attacks on Jews in 
Nicaragua began even before they 
seized control of the government in 
the 1979 revolution. Managua’s 
Jewish community was gathered in 
the city’s synagogue in 1978 when 
the building was firebombed. As 
worshippers tried to flee the burning 
synagogue, armed members of the 


Sandinista Party blocked their path. 
Only the quick arrival of firemen 
foiled the Sandinista attempt to have 
the Jews burned alive. 

After gaining governmental power, 
the FSLN — the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front — enacted laws 
requiring the confiscation of Jewish 
property on the grounds its owner 
had abandoned or failed to properly 
maintain it. One Jewish refugee that 
escaped to the United States, Mr. 
Oscar Kellerman, said the 
Sandinistas “told us to get out, and 
then they confiscated our property 
[as abandoned] when we left. But 
when you are told you either lose 
your property or your life, there 
really is no choice.” 

As another example of the racist 
policies of Nicaragua’s communist 
government, Sen. Hecht cited the 
plight of the Miskito Indians. “These 
proud and once autonomous people 
have endured beatings, 
interrogations, rapes and killings 
because of their unwillingness to join 
the Sandinista revolution. Thousands 
have fled to Honduras, many to join 
the ranks of the anti-Sandinista 
rebels. Those that remain have been 
forced from their homes into 
relocation camps.” 

The Sandinistas could name some 


of these “relocation” camps. Some 
suggestions come to mind: Treblinka 
II, New Auschwitz.... 


C OMRADE SCHROEDER 
SOLICITS... 

U.S. Rep. Patricia Schroeder, 
D-Colo., is helping raise money to 
assist Nicaragua’s communist regime. 
A four-page letter from the Denver 
liberal urges the reader to “join me 
in a growing nationwide movement 
to redeem our country’s honor by 
reversing the Reagan 
administration’s tragically misguided 
policy toward Nicaragua. Our nation 
is responsible for launching a 
terrorist war of attrition against a 
poor nation.” 

Schroeder’s fund-raising letter was 
written on behalf of the Nicaragua 
Network. According to Miguel 
Bolanos Hunter, a founder of the 
Nicaragua Network and a Sandinista 
State Security agent before his 
defection to the U.S. in 1983, the 
group Schroeder represents is 
controlled from Managua by the 
Sandinista regime. 

“It is outrageous that a member of 
Congress is helping to raise money 
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Includes Shipping. California Add 6 V 2 % Tax 
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For the past ten years you've traveled with us all over the 
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RHODESIAN WAR 


EXPENDED BULLET GIFTS 
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CITY_ 

STATE_ZIP 
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DESCRIPTION 

PRICE 

TOTAL 


Pen 

5.95 



Paper Knife 

5.95 



Key Ring 

5.95 



Set of Three 

13.95 


Total enclosed 



Prices include postage & handling. 

Mail check or money order to: 

RUWANG A TRADING 

P.0. Box 1027, Puunene, Hawaii 96784 
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OP! 


Any assailant with ] [palm sizec 
instant protection Iwith 
telescoping steel 
coils. 


Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 


Original patent made in West 
Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: 5Ve" closed, 13V4" 
open, 51/2 oz. 

SIPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: $10 ^plus z.oo 
<apn- *1Q 95 SHIPPING 

OlrU. $I5J PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 
TO ORDER \ Send check or money order to -I 




INCO [ 


Dealer ana volume buyer 
inquiries invited 


,(818) 842-4094. 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF-B(12) 
Burbank. CA 91504 



for a group controlled by the 
Sandinistas,” said Ken Boehm, 
chairman of the Citizens for Reagan, 
who asked Schroeder to repudiate 
her letter. “Right now the 
Sandinistas are harassing the 
Church, censoring the press and 
persecuting Miskito Indians and 
Jews.... It is incredible that 
Representative Schroeder would 
have anything to do with these 
Marxist-Leninists.” 


S OA 

REUNION... 

A reunion of the Special 


Operations Association is imminent 
as this issue goes to press. The SOA 
reunion is set for 6-8 December at 
the Maxim Hotel in Las Vegas. It is 
open to the SOA’s present 612 
members and their guests, or to 
anyone qualified to join. SOA 
membership is available to anyone 
who served in classified or covert 
operations for U.S. or allied forces 
from World War II to the present. 
More information on the SOA and 
its reunion is available by writing to 
Special Operations Association, 

5130 E. Charleston Blvd., Suite 
5-583F, Las Vegas, NV 89122. Or 
you may call Bob Burton, the SOA 
secretary, at (805) 569-0604. ^ 



124 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 85 





























































THE 


In Our Next Issue... 

SPECIAL REPORT: 



BIG GUNS! 

ART’Y OF THE PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE 

)^GW flies the JVX TiltRotor 

^CHEMICAL WARFARE- 
PLAYING DIRTY 


*ACR — The Battle Rifle 
of Tomorrow 


COMBAT 


EAPONS 


have a ‘need to know’! 


ON SALE 
ON YOUR 
NEWSSTAND 
3 DECEMBER 
1985, OR USE 
THE COUPON 
AND SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY. 


SOF’s COMBAT WEAPONS INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

6 ISSUES FOR $14.99 

NAME;_ 

ADDRESS:_ 


CITY:_ 

□ PAYMENT ENCLOSED 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD 

# _ 
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Signature_ — 
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MAIL TO: 

SOF’s Combat Weapons 

P.O. Box 401 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

(Offer good in U.S. only.) Please allow 6-8 weeks 
(or your first copy to be mailed. 


















ATTENTION CRAFTSMEN 

we wrote the book 


on how to build your own 
gun and SAVE $$$ 

Make money in your 
spare time by building 
and repairing your 
friends’ guns. 


Over 300 gun kits and parts listed in our giant 
KIT GUN DIRECTORY. 

176 pages of detailed construction articles, step 
by step instructions, and hundreds of detailed 
photos show you how to build your own working 
pistol, rifle or shotgun. 

Build guns such as the British STEN, the XM- 
15 Shorty, the classic Ml and many many others. 

Try KIT GUNS & HOBBY GUNSMITHING at 
our risk. Read KG&HG for 90 days. If you don’t 
like it, we’ll send your money back—right away 
—no questions asked. 


Ordering Instructions: cash, check, MCor 
VISA accepted. Send $9.98 plus $2.00 shipping 
and handling (Ohio residents add $.60 sales tax) to 

KG&HG, Box 2204, Dayton, Ohio 45429. 


KffGUNS^c 




Fallschirmjager 

German 

Airborne Poster 


24"x36" Full color poster 

$ 8.95 

plus $2.00 Postage & Handling 
Send check, money order, VISA or 
MasterCard to: 

SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687, Dept. GP 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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FLAK 

Continued from page 7 


T hanks, 
sof... 

Sirs: 

The North Carolina Wildlife 
Federation appreciates SOF’s 
donation of prizes for our recent 
Summer Conservation Banquet. 
Thanks to your generosity, our 
Conservation Banquet was one of 
the most successful ever. 

Michael F. Corcoran 
Executive Vice President 
North Carolina Wildlife 
Federation 

Raleigh, North Carolina 


B ren 10 

BUYERS BEWARE... 

Sirs: 

I write so that SOF readers can 
know the quality of service they can 
expect from Dornaus & Dixon, 
manufacturers of the Bren 10. We 
originally placed our order 3 June 
1983 with a $1,000.50 deposit. 
Domaus postponed delivery dates 
several times prior to the shipping 
notice. Then they notified us in July 
1984 that they were ready to ship, 
but that the balance of the purchase 
price was due in advance. We 
complied but the pistols were never 
delivered. Several phone calls to 


D&D followed, but to no avail. We 
decided to request a refund 
($2,001). D&D responded that they 
needed the request in writing. We 
complied again. This was two 
months ago and we have not 
received our refund. With this sour 
taste in our mouths, I doubt we 
could recommend this product to 
anyone. 

Albert J. Garcia 
Executive VP 
Continental Guns, Inc. 

Miami, Florida 

I have never been treated the way 
Domaus & Dixon has treated me 
regarding the Bren 10 mess: very 
dirty. On 10 August 1984, I paid 
$441 by check for a Bren 10 
standard model and three boxes of 
cartridges. They cashed the check 
immediately and sent a notice that 
the pistol would be delivered by 21 
November. Since then D&D 
changed the delivery date five times. 

I sent them a registered letter saying 
I wanted a refund. It has been three 
months and I have never received 
an answer. I have had it. I want my 
money back so I can purchase a 
pistol from a reputable dealer. 

Gary Bishop 
Wichita Falls, Texas 

These letters are a small sample of 
the mail SOF has received on this 
topic. They are typical of the 
complaints about the shoddy 
business practices of Domaus & 
Dixon in marketing the Bren 10 
pistol. So, readers , if you are 
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thinking about purchasing a Bren 
10, Jet the buyer beware. Judging 
from the mail, the lucky folks were 
those who got a pistol with no 
magazines. The unlucky often got 
little but practice in letter writing. 


O pposing 

H.R. 2024... 

Sirs: 

Is SOF a “smut” magazine? 
Apparently that’s what NBC's Today 
Show host Bryant Gumbel thinks. 

On a July 23 show dealing with gun 
control he stated, “I’ve been holding 
Soldier of Fortune magazine. 1 feel 
like I should go wash my hands.” 

The reason this clown attacked 
SOF is because it had 
advertisements for semiauto firearms 
and conversion kits which might be 
used illegally. The discussion dealt 
with H.R. 2024 — a bill introduced 
by Representative Robert Torricelli 
(D-NJ) which would grant the BATF 
broad power in outlawing any 
semiauto they determined to be 
“readily convertible.” Not only the 
sale but mere possession would be 
illegal. 

It is important to get people aware 
of this bill’s provisions. Don’t be 
fooled by media generalizations that 
state it only deals with MAC-10s. It 
will affect all semiautos from the 
M1911A1 to the HK 91. 

Robert M. Darden 
Arlington, Virginia 

This is an issue that will affect all 
SOF readers and we encourage 
SOFers to write their congressmen 
opposing H.R. 2024. 


P ROMOTIONAL FEE 
NOT PAID... 

Sirs: 

Thank you for your review of my 
book Mercenary Troops in Modem 
Africa (SOF, October ’85). 

You are correct in assuming that 
the scope of this initial volume did 
not permit me to address the role of 
military technicians separately. 
Instead, I included technical experts 
along with the operational forces 
which they supported. These 
personnel can indeed be considered 
part of the mercenary forces as we 
have defined them; and, as you are 
certainly aware, many of the meres 
recruited for the Angolan debacle 
were contracted to fill just such 
technical billets. 

I hope that an expanded new 
work in progress will be able to treat 


the question of technical advisers 
more fully and help to clarify this 
aspect of mercenarism that has 
become particularly relevant as we 
approach the 21st centuiv. 

By the way, I appreciate the spot 
promotion tendered in your review, 
but the paymaster tells me that I’m 
still only entitled to the lieutenant 
commander scale as defined by the 
U.S. Navy. 

Gerry S. Thomas 
San Diego, Calif. 

We thought Thomas’ clear and 
scholarly analysis of a difficult topic 
merited a promotion , so we gave it 
to him. His highly recommended 
book can be ordered for $15 from 
Westview Press, Inc., Dept SOF ‘ 
5500 Central Ave., Boulder, CO 
80301. 


T he seabees 

“CAN DO”... 


Sirs: 

Having served in Vietnam in 
1956-’66, I read, with great 
amusement, “Barging in on Charlie” 
by Robert Andrews (SOF, October 
1985). While there was a large part 
of the story dedicated to the 
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Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 

We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 

License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im¬ 
mediately — order guns far others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 


First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy, 


Your friends won’t believe their eyes when they see how your 
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MODELS 


THOMPSON M-1 
The Thompson M-1 was the most famous 
military assault rifle. Our semi automatics 
feature original side cocking handle and 
authentic military finish. a ^ 


f 1927 A1 DELUXE 
Manufactured in the 
image of the classic, 
time-honored original. 
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buttstock, it is supplied with a 
13" finned barrel. 
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Lighterage Causeway, Mr. Andrews 
failed to mention that the Seabees 
built this deep-water landing. 

I was attached to USN MCB-9 
and though we didn’t “hit the 
beach” as the Marines did, we were 
right there with them. During the 12 
years in-country, they built many 
roads, bridges, hospitals, air strips 
and lots of good will for the people 
of Vietnam. There are many fallen 
Seabees’ names on the memorial in 
Washington, D.C. and thousands of 
Seabees whose deeds have yet to 
be recorded. I think SOF should 
share in the responsibility of getting 
that message out. 

William F. Cote 

Newport Beach, California 

You’re right The Seabees haven’t 
been given their fair share of 
recognition for courageous deeds 
and building prowess . We encourage 
Seabees with a tale to tell to submit 
their stories to: SOF Editorial, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Attn: 
Suzanne Westgaard. 


2 2ND MAU 

ON GRENADA... 

Sirs: 

Your 10th anniversary issue article 


covering the spoils of victory in 
“Guns of Grenada” was highly 
enlightening. Being an enlisted 
Marine and member of the invading 
unit, I would, however, like to send 
a dart your way. The Marine unit 
that evicted the Cuban scum from 
the “isle of spice” was the 22nd 
MAU — not the 24th MAU. 

I send my deepest respect to the 
Cobra gunship pilots. Thanks to 
them, another chapter in the book 


of courage and bravery has been 
written. 

Scott J. Kaufhold 
Cpl., USMC 

Good catch, corporal. 



S ATISFIED 
READERS... 

Sirs: 

Congratulations on 10 years of 
expert coverage and informative 
views on military aspects around the 
world. While some publications have 
copied SOF, none have equaled it. I 
enjoy your articles on new military 
weapons and tactics, but I especially 
enjoy your reports on elite fighting 
units. I am a Jew, so naturally I am 
interested in events of the Middle 
East. Your excellent coverage of the 


Need a new 4x4??? 

Now beat all 1985 car prices!!! 

Own and drive any new, late model car, truck or boat 
for as low as $200.00 
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Buy and drive the very best Cadillacs. 
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Porsches. Ferraris. Jaguars, even Rolls 
Royces. Own and enjoy speedboats 
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have to lose money on auto depreciation 
and high cost of up keep In fact, you 
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them for large profits. You can save 
thousands of dollars each year and also 

mm mm mmm mm mm ^m ^mm • 

Enclosed is my check or money order for | 
$10.00 SOF-12/85 | 

Name I 


profit an extra $1 5.000ayearand more. 
Buy these new and late model cars, 
trucks, vans. 4 wheel drives, boats, 
motor homes and airplanes direct from 
the U.S. Government These items were 
confiscated by the U.S. Drug Enforce* 
ment Agency, and are sold for as low as 
$200 to the public. This is a good money 
making opportunity available in all 
states. 

Own the best. To purchase vehicles 
in your area, order your sales catalogs 
by filling in the coupon at left and return 
with your check or money order for 
$10 00 (shipping and handling includ¬ 
ed) to: 

Federal Sales Co., Inc. 

P.O. Box 50289 
Pompano Beach, FL 33064 

Issues will be sent periodically. Satisfaction 
Quaranteed. © 1 gg4 
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Lebanese war and operations by the 
Israeli Army has made me a 
constant reader. 

Ron Keter 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

As a Vietnam Veteran and 
member of the NRA, Vietnam 
Veterans of America, VFW and the 
25th Infantry Division Association I 
think your magazine is outstanding 
when it comes to coverage of the 
various small arms. You also do an 
excellent job in reporting major 
events in trouble spots around the 
world. I bet you were a bit surprised 
to get a letter like this from a WA 
member. I can tell you that I do not 
support everything our national 
president has done, especially taking 
money from Jane Fonda and going 
over to Hanoi. Keep up the good 
work and here’s hoping that you 
have many more years as successful 
as the first 10. 

Mitchell D. Ryan 
Hicksville, New York 

Congratulations on your 10th 
anniversary. The reason for this 
letter, though, concerns something I 
read ... the Russian soldiers’ old 
tradition of not wearing socks. They 
wrapped their feet in triangle 
bandages, much like diapering a 


baby, the toes going where the ass 
would in a diaper. Maybe this tip 
can help alleviate some foot 
problems in Central America. 

Miss E. 

New Jersey 

Rags work to replace shoes in dry 
cold. The wraps give insulation, 
they're easy on the feet ; and snow 


doesn't wear them away rapidly. 
Unfortunately, none of those 
conditions exist in Central America. 
Combat boots are the real ticket ; 
and[ combat boots in small and 
medium sizes are some of the most 
valued contributions to the 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. ^ 


VALOR SPORTS 

800 STREETS RUN ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15236 
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FLAT SAPS 

(A). Midget, $13.50 

6V2”, lOoz. 



SAP GLOVES 
$39.95 


Style: The Protector D 1 Q 0 (self-defenders that look like dress gloves). 
Material: Deerskin Leather. 

Lining: Unlined. 

Const.: Standard lock machine inseam stitching. (Nylon thread.) 
Color: Black. 

Sizes: S, M, L. 



(B) . Junior, $16.00 
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(C) . Texan, $17.00 (D). Knockout, $17.50 
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PAPERWEIGHT 

Aluminum, $4.95 
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BILLIES 

(A) #96, $14.50 (14 oz.) 
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NEW T-SHIRT 


GRENADA 



Grenada: 

When you care enough to send the very 
best. Stiver w/green Ink. $8 95 


Send $8 95 ea. + $1 75 shipping to: 

SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder. CO 80306 
303-449-3750 


Mastercard & VISA orders welcomed. 


130 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


DECEMBER 85 







































SURVIVAL SYSTEMS 

If you're as serious about survival 
as we are, you probably already 


have our system.SOS Survival 

Systems are ready even if you're not. 

SOS Survival Systems is designed for 
all natural and man made disasters. 

The complete system contains easy to prepare 
meals for 14 days with a ten year storage life 
plus this selected equipment. 

Flashlight • First Aid Kit • Can Opener • 
Waterproof Matches • Candles • Two Thermal 
Blankets'Ten Gallon Water Storage* Water 
Purification Tablets • Lantern • Stove * 

Whistle'Wrench 
(additional food units available) 

$189.00 Warehouse Direct plus shipping, 
California resident add 6.5% tax 
VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
ORDER TOLL FREE 
in California (800) 228-9718 
or call collect (213) 515-1369 
24 hour service (213) 398-2785 

SOS SURVIVAL SYSTEMS 
12333 Washington Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90066 


Holiday Sales! 


Ultra-Sensitive 

Micro-Transmitter 


Save $30. Only $19 95 

This amazingly powerful micro-miniature FM transmitter (smaller 
than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet away, and 
broadcast every sound to an FM radio hundreds of feet away! 
Perfect for security monitoring, wireless microphone, baby minder, 
law enforcement, and much more. NOT A KIT - comes completely 
assembled & ready to use (battery, antenna, and tuning wand 
included Free). Limited, offer, white supplies last. Only 1 to a 
customer. (Regularty $49.95.) Now, send $19.95 + 2.75 shipping 
($22.70). Foreign orders add $5. 


Telephone Recording Device 


Save $20. Only $9 9S 

This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into an 
efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording system. 
Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides of 
conversation with crystal clear fidelity, stops recorder when phone 
is hung up. Micro-unit measures only 1%"X1 easily 

installed anywhere along phone lines. FREE with every XLP 
Recorder, or send only $9.95 + 2.75 shipping ($12.70). Foreign 
add $5.00. 


24 Hr Tape Recorder 


Save $100. 

Plus Free Phone Recorder 

Now you can record a full 24 hours on a single cassette tape! 
The fantastic new XLP 3000 dual speed portable tape recorder 
makes all other recorders obsolete. Two recorders In one: This 
amazing new cassette recorder can record and play all your 
existing tapes at the standard speed. Then, flip the switch to the 
Xtra-long play mode, and record up to 24 hours on a single 
180 cassette (8 hrs on a 60. 12 hrs on a 90, and 18 hrs on a 
120). Plus you'll save $100.00 (reg. $289.95) and get a FREE 
Phone Recording Unit. Send only $189.95 + 7.05 1st class 
shipping ($197.00). Foreign add $15,00, Limited offer, white 
supplies last. 

Items above come with a 100% money back guarantee. Giant 
catalogue of mind-blowing space-age electronics & books FREE 
with every order (or send $2. for catalogue, Foreign $5). 

Universal Electronics, 15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F-12, 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. (010) 509-9124. 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

"NO LIE Gl" 


. RUNNING , 
HOT & BLACK 


T2 



'SIN LOf 

VICTOR CttAULIE 



Must Prepare for War 
T8 BUMPER STICKER $2 

Above logos on CAPS 

C APS&T^ irta$9.^ Eachonciu c tesp&h) 

(“Shirts Scre ened Front & Back; “No Cheap Charlie r’J 
OD available if specified; STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 
For Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/Hem. 


SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS lnc.[SLPI] 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A#2 
Gainesville, FI. 32601 


We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 


GENUINE GOV’T. ISSUE 
I/L65 FIELD JACKET 

Woodland Camouflage and Oliva Drab (OD) Green. 
Pleaae do not miatake ua for a similar ad — 

WE are the ORIGINAL! 



jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern¬ 
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 
for hunting, work or leisure. ^ $0 095 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOVT COLORS: 

Woodland Camouflage • Olive Drab OR Tiger 
Stripe Camouflage • Swat Black • Police Navy • 
Lt. Blue « Maroon • Oyster • Grey • Cactus • 
A.F. Sage Green • Khaki. SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
For proper fit, specify chest measurement. Ge¬ 
nuine G.l. M-65 cold weather button-in liner 
$16.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. BOYS’ 
jackets In Woodland Camouflage only. Sizes: 4-6, 
8-10, 12-14, 16-18. Only $35.95. 

State size and color and mail proper amount 
(check or money order) plus $3.50 per jacket 
(Canada: $7.00 in U.S. funds) for shipping and 
handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE. TN 37940 


GENUINE G.l. BDU PANTS 


Brand New • First Quality 

Currenl Ie-Sud. Made 
of 50% cotton/50% 
nylon with double 
fabric seat and knees. 
Pants also feature: 6 
pockets (2 slash 
pockets, 2 rear 
pockets, 2 large 
bellows pockets on 
legs), adjustable waist 
and drawstring cuffs! 
SIZES: $-(28-31), 

M-(32-35), L-(36-39), 
XL-(40-46) 

Available in 
Woodland 
Camouflage at 

$ 24»5 

and Swat Black at 

$28 95 



MEN’S MILITARY SIX 
POCKET WALKING SHORTS 

Great for hiking, 
boating, camping, etc. 
in front there are two 
patch pockets with 
flaps and two slash 
pockets: In back there 
are two patch pockets 
with flaps. 

SIZES; 28-38. 

Available in Woodland 
Camouflage (50% 
nylon/50% cotton), 
id Khaki (100% cotton). 
State size and color and mail proper amount plus 
$3.50 per item (Canada: $7.00 in U.S. Funds) lor 
shipping and handling to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 





$$$&* LIMITED 
*AVAILABILITY 






PULLOVER 

(PARKA) 


A strong, light in weight, wind resistant but 
breathable parka made of 50% cotton/50% 
polyester fabric. Available In Woodland 
Camouflage, Olive Drab (OD) Green, Navy, 
Off-White, Tan, Black, Grey, French Blue, 
Maroon and Cactus. SIZES: S-{36-38), M-{40- 
42), L-(44-48) and XL-(48-50). (XS 32-34 In 
Olive Drab (OD) only). 


$2995 


EACH 


HURRY! 

Order now 
while we 
have all 
sizes in 
stock. 
Limited 
quantities. 



State size and color and send check or 
money order for $29.95 plus $3.50 per 
jacket (Canada: $7.00 in U.S. Funds) for 
shipping and handling (TN residents add 
7% state tax) to: 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 
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I-! 

tcngViAtajice,... 



beach out cutd 
touch Acmeorte. 





SWIFT *81 LKIYT'UEAIM.Y 





THK WIW; HHl SPtJKHit STKAI.TII 
THE \HM HU STHEM.TH 
THE MMXH HHl W 4IH3 MIK4T. 
THE H!Nl» PUN KTKKNITY 


T-SHIRTS $8.00 EA. ppd. USA 
T’s are USA made 50/50 
Colors: □ L.D. - Kakhi □ E.S. - Black 
□ S.O.F. • Olive Drab 
State Size: S. M, L, XL, (which T) 

MC/VISA/AM EXP/Money Order/Cashier Ck. 

3 T-shirt min. on C. cards / Visit our Store 
Send $1.00 for Catalog of 'Camo Headquarters’ 




Texas Outfitters 5127367-5222 
166 Hwy. 27 East 10-6 M-Sat. 

Ingram, TX 78025 


EVER HEARD OF 
MARSHALL VIKTOR CHEBRIKOV? 
NO?! 

KNOW YOUR ENEMY! 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM THIS 
100% COTTON HANES BEEFY 
FULL COLOR ON OLIVE DRAB 
T-SHIRT CO TO THE 
AMERICAN SUBVERSION 
AWARENESS COMMITTEE 
1115 THIRD ST. 

MEZZANINE LEVEL 
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 , 

S11.00 INCLUDES 
POSTAGE & HANDLING 
SPECIFY SIZE S»M*L«XL 


The Original 

Mountain Troop Field Cap 

The choice of elite West European Military is the 
original Mountain Troop field cap, manufactured 
since 1902 by Marie Slama & 

Sohn of Vienna, Austria. This 
rugged yet comfortable cap 
is warm in freezing 
temperatures and cool in 
hot summer weather. All 
caps have the prestigious 
Edelweiss symbol and feature a 
leather sweat band and folding ear and neck flap. 
Available in camouflage, desert tan and field grey. 
Sizes 6 x h to available. Please specify color 
and size when ordering. 

Send check or money order, $32.00 plus 
$2.50 shipping and handling to Dept. S.O.F., 
Gun South, Inc., P.O. Box 129, Trussville, 
Alabama 35173 (Phone 205/655-8299). 




FAMOUS FEDORA A revival of an old favorite. 

You saw a fedora like this in 
“Indiana Jones & the Temple 
of Doom" - reminding us all 
of how much adventure a 
man in a fedora can find. Our 
version is of special wool felt, 
finer textured and stiffer for 
improved shape retention 
over ordinary felts. Features 
a tapered 5" crown with 
triangular crease and 2 side 
tucks, a 2W brim and a deep brown grosgrain band. Ful¬ 
ly lined with rayon satin. Sizes Sle^-Bye), M(7-7 Vb), 
L(7 V4-7%), X(7V2-7 5 /8) (runs large). Money-back Guarantee. 
Made in the USA. 

Introductory Special! 
VINTAGE 
ADVENTURER 
JACKET 
Regularly $198 
Now Only 
$168 

Save $301 

This terrific leather 
flight jacket is a famous 
favorite! You saw one like 
it in “Indiana Jones & The Tem- 
of Doom” in 1984. Clark Gable 
wore one flying an air race equip¬ 
ped P-35 in the 1939 movie, “Test Pilot." 
But you don't have to be a movie star or a pilot to appre¬ 
ciate the comfort and superb quality here. Features dou¬ 
ble entry pockets with zippered top, hidden inside stash 
pocket, zip front with wind flap, full lining, bi-swing back 
and underarm gussets for free movement. Plus it offers 
the special vintage effect of worn, aged leather in a com¬ 
pletely new high-quality garment. Sizes 36 thru 50. 
Money-back guarantee. Made in the USA. 

SAVE! BUY BOTH THE HAT & JACKET 
FOR ONLY $179.00 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. Call Toll 
Free 800-334-5474. Write for FREE Catalog! 



Send name & address along with check, money order or 
credit card information to: 

Dept. J-125 

P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

□ #HH3 Famous Fedora Hat (Size_). .$ 19.95 

□ #1C Vintage Adventurer Jacket (Size_).$168.00 

□ #J05X Hat/Jacket Set (Sizes/) .$179.00 


Give a Friend a South Seas 
Island Girls Calendar 



Hawaii's most beautiful women in full 
color. Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. 
Order today for yourself or a friend. 

How to Order_....._ 


Name- 


Address- 
City— 
State_ 


-Zip. 


Qty. 

Description 

Price 

Total 


1986 South Seas 

Island Girls Calendar 

5.00 


Postage & Handling 

1.00 

Total Enclosed 

Mail check or money order to: 



1123 Kapahulu Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816 


l 


COLLECTABLES 

Authentic looking miniature 
handguns in gun leather 
holster — keyrings 

A-1 A-2 B-1 B-2 



Medium Guns Small Guns 

$ 9 98 EA. S 4 98 EA. 

SET OF 4 (one of each) — $ 26 95 

( MINIMUM ORDER 2 PISTOLS ) 

Metal Guns are 2J4 L Isml.) &3J4L lmed.1 
Gun Styles shown [sml.& med.) 
are 45 Auto and Western 45. 

Frighten away intruders or stray 
dogs with a sharp retort from these 
mighty mini cap pistols! 

Price includes 1 pack of Super 
Caps per gun. Additional Super Caps 
(C-1), 50$ per pack. 

TO ORDER: 

Write quantity and item number. Add 
*1 00 per gun for shipping and handling. 
Send check or money order to: 

“COLLECTABLES” care of 

SPECIALTY HOUSE OF CREATION 

P.O. BOX 414 
CLEMENTON, N.J. 08021 

N.J, RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX 
C: nr. '-ai ircommcntiKd tec Idrun unde* U ynur* al ugv 


FOLDING 

I 1 FEKNIFE 



LIFEKNIFE does it again! 
The world’s first FOLDING hol¬ 
low handle survival knife! 3 l /i ” 
440 stainless lockback blade, Du¬ 
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disinfectant, butter¬ 
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wire, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 + 
3.00 shipping and insurance to: 

LIFEKNIFE 

Box 771 SOF 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 

Money Back Guarantee 
Calif. Res. Add 6Vi*fo 
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THE LEADER IN 
NIGHT VISION SCOPES 



FEATURES: 

• 18mm First Generation Reconditioned 
Intensifier 

• Ruggedized Combat Oriented 
Construction 

• Newly Designed & Improved Eyepiece 

• Muzzle Flash Protection & Automatic 
Brightness Control 

• 4x Optical System 

• Unique Quick Range Focus System 

• Weighs Only 3 lbs. (Smallest/Lightest 
of the Military Scopes) 

INCLUDES: 

• Night Sight 

• Front Filter for Daylight Boresighting 

• M1A/M14 & AR 15/M 16 Adapter Brackets 

• Newly Designed Carrying Case 

• Batteries (Replacements 
Available Over-the-Counter) 

• Manual 

~ _ ' „ " Send S4 00 lor 

P^*e ConUct our Export Dept. Comprehend Catalogs 
about your foreign requirement*. o( ogr STANO Devices 

CALL OR WRITE: 

Surveillance Target Acqusition 
Night Observation components 

P.O. BOX 6274 SAN BERNARDINO. CA 92412 USA 
714-882-5789/7 14-883-2728/TLX 675537 (STANO SBDN) 


GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 

3 MAN $50 

4 MAN $65 

Before Midnight 
For The Next 30 Days 

As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. 
will send any of above size boats to anyone who 
reads and responds to this test before the next 30 
days. Each Boat Lot No- (Z-26 PVC) is constructed 
of tough high density fabric (resistant to abrasions, 
sunlight, salt & oil), electronically welded em¬ 
bossed seams, nylon safety line grommeted all 
around, heavy duty oar locks, 3 separate air cham¬ 
bers for extra safety (4 air chambers in 4-man), 
self-locking safety valves, bow lifting & towing han¬ 
dle and are recommended for marine, ocean and 
fresh water recreation, camping, fishing or a family 
fun boat. Each boat will be accompanied with a 
LIFETIME guarantee that it must perform 100% 
or it will be replaced free. Add $7 handling & 
crating for each boat requested. Dunlap Boat Mfg. 
pays all shipping. If your order is received within 
the next ten days you will receive FREE a com¬ 
bined hand/foot inflator/deflator bellows style 
pump for each boat requested. Should you wish 
to return your boat you may do so for a full refund. 
Any letter postmarked after 30 days will be re¬ 
turned. LIMIT three (3) boats per address, no ex¬ 
ceptions. Send appropriate sum together with your 
name and address to: Boat Dept. #509-B, Dunlap 
Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 
90006. Or for fastest service from any part of the 
country call 1 -800-824-9988 for Boat Dept. #509-B 
(Calif, residents call collect 213-735-9363), before 
midnight seven days a week. Have credit card 
ready. 


ULTIMATE STATEMENT 
T-Shirts 


viet nnm 

COmBRT — 
VETERMl 

Thera* A Dhtmnc* tou Know! 

US-CIB 


$10.00 each 
includes p & h 


Colors: 
red, white, 
blue, OD 


viet nnm 

COdlBRT 

veterim 


Thaw’ll A DHIwanca *xi Know! 

US-MAR 


Sure Cure for Moslem Terrorists 


MARTYR 


MANUFACTURING 



Can W* Mato One For ttw ? 

MM-000 


White, red, blue 
on Hanes Beefy-T 
OD on std. T-shirt 


Sizes: 

S, M, L, XL 
No COD’S 


MARTYR 

MANUFACTURING 


Dwtoymw* Korea 

Can We Make One For *xi ? 

MM-RDF 


Send check or money order to: 
THE ORDNANCE DEPOT 
2276 Powder Springs Road 
Marietta, Georgia 30064 


WEST GERMAN MP5 SD3 

AIRGUN 



This realistic appearing airgun is modeled 
after the submachine gun used by counter- 
terrorist units throughout the world. Plastic 
BBs are shot from dummy 9 MM cartridges 
which are automatically ejected when the 
trigger is pulled adding to the realism of 
this airgun. Other features include: collaps¬ 
ing stock, rotating rear sight safety, re¬ 
movable magazine, and fake silencer. This 
model has the look and fee! of a real sub¬ 
machine gun. Safe to shoot indoors. Paint- 
filled BBs for special effects are available. 

Price: $95.00 postpaid 

Calif, residents add $5.40 

for sales tax 

COD orders welcome 

CLASS 3 AIRGUNS 
2000 CENTER STREET, SUITE 1239 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704 

Send a large stamped envelope for a free brochure illustrating all 
paramilitary airguns and blank firing replica guns. 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 




LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 



* LEARN 
EARN 
AT HOME 


PROGRAMS . ELECTRONIC EOUIP. ^ ^ I 

NO EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Men - Women - Learn from the experts. Train at home foran 
exciting part or lull time career as a privato detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will team how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST training available at the BEST 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating 
before you invest. Send NOW lor full facts. 


GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE facts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 


ADDRESS 

cirv 



“For An Education That Works” 



€DVftO* 


A 480 page, 2 V 2 lb. parts catalog, 
listing miRtaryj commercial, anti¬ 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt, agen¬ 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 

item - fo.9Sppd- 


Numrich. a«ms 

CORP West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 
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ATTENTION 

VIETNAM VETS 


• Are you amused by all the adulation paid to 
today’s young G.L? • Do you remember coming 
home to sneers,‘so what’s’, and spit? • Has a sixties 
draft dodger apologized to you today because “he 
didn't serve" {and you did)? 


One “Yes”? Two? Three? Then ‘troop’, 
you are ‘good-to-go’ with our 





Reaper” 

T-Shirt Design 

All Tee’s top quality, 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 


The “Reaper” is available: 
HtHanes White on Black 

or White on O.D. Green gsTARMM 


$9.25 plus .70C P/H, total $9.95. Please specify size 
and color. (Cal. Res. please add .60C Sales Tax). 


Send check or money order & all information to: 

’Roger That" Inc. 

P.O. Box 39A25, Dept. SOF, L.A., CA 90039 


JEFF COOPER’S 


AMERICAN 


PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 

Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun — All Levels 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOSE-RANGE INTERPERSONAL 
CONFRONTATIONS” 


As the originators and developers of modern 
smallarma technique, we constitute the fountain¬ 
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Twenty-four firing ranges, arm’s length to 1000 
meters — three indoor simulators — twenty-four 
expert instructors — seven qualified range 
masters — a complete gunsmfthy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
Known in today’s hazardous environment. 

Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to- 
one In range work, and over half our tactical 
Instruction Is conducted with one coach for each 
pupil. 

A SUCCESSFUL GUNSITE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 
HIS ENVIRONMENT. 

Write Dept. B2 for information. 

Setnd $2.00 for API brochure. 
MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

Paulden, Arizona 86334 


THE 


VIETNAM VETERANS CALENDAR 


DEVIL’S DART 

Art All-Steel Sleeve Knife 


ARM MODEL: 

7" overall, $65.00 

LEG MODEL: 

8" overall, $75.00 

Small but strong. 
Made from Parkerized I 
tool steel or sand- ! 
blasted stainless steel, j 
The blade is triangle I 
shaped for strength ] 
and easy penetration 
and the handle is 
knurled for a sure grip. 
Completely hand¬ 
made, It comes with 
a nylon, elastic and \ 
velcro sheath. Can 
be worn on the arm, 
leg or upside down. 

Ready for immediate 
delivery. Include $5.00 
for postage and insur¬ 
ance. Can be shipped 
C.O.D. 37-page catalog, 
$3.00 


PAT CRAWFORD 

DEPT. SOF 
205 N. CENTER 
WEST MEMPHIS, AR 72301 
(501) 735-4032 




FREE: Targets and 50 reuseable pellets 


This hard hitting target pistol looks and feels,like the fa¬ 
mous snub nosed revolver in use by most detectives 
The cylinder swings out lo take eight 22 caliber pellets 
and each revolver comes with Us own FREE supply of 
targets and 50 rounds of reuseable pellets Only 4 95 
plus 95« for postage and handling Yourpurchase price 
promptly refunded if you re not completely satisfied 
Not sold m New York GUy 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269D066 
^County^Road^eSAJHa^ord^Michigan^OST^^^^^ 


only 

$4.95 


PELLET 
FIRING 
22 CAL. 

SNUB 
R 



22 CAL. PELLET 
FIRING 


10 HUUNU - 5IUfc MUUNlfcU CLIP 
FREE: Target & 50 Reuseable Pellets 
Not Sold In New York City - No Permit Required 

This rapid fire 22 Cal "Commando” type machine pistol 
looks like the famous, hard-hitting weapon so popular 
with combat attack groups. The side mounted, detach¬ 
able, ten round clip sprays pellets into the target as last 
as you can pull the trigger Only $4.95 plus 95f for post¬ 
age and handling Complete satisfaction guaranteed or 
your money refunded. NY State Res add Sales Tax 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AZ66 
County Road 667, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


Fof the very first lirra. a 
Ddfenriar dedicated la nur 
memories the war. This 
19SG Calendar is d? 

_ Signed wiLh pen and mk 
dryings each suitable far (ramir^. While your s&r 
vice day* are aver lei ypurseH rn!utn Ran mnnrh 
to the bifllherr^od. the patriotfm and rhe unique 
time we shared. Display this Calendar as proudly as 
you performed your ddty. 

Flessa suhmrt $10,95 
pi he $2.W shipping a handl ing 
TOPAT ENTERPRISES 
Calendar 

1638 Indtenapalls Blvd. Whillnq, ImJ. 4639$ 





These brand new 
Combat Sweaters or better 
known as ‘Wooly Pulfy,’ are 100 
per cent pure wool and are 
genuine Forces issue with 
epaulettes. Colors: Olive - Navy 
- RAF Blue and Cammo. Sizes 
are from 36” to 46”. 


★ Sets of ’58 Webbing Equipment 
★ SAS and GS Bergan Rucksacks * Para Smocks 
and SAS Smocks * DPM jackets ★ N/l w/proof jackets 


Send $1 for FREE Catalog 

SILVERMAN’S (SOF) 

London El 4PS — Tel 01-790 5257 

(Personal callers Mon-Fri) 

“Britain’s leading suppliers of kit to the Professionals” 



EQUALIZER 

• The ultimate non-lethal defense 
weapon. 

• In five seconds can immobilize your 
attacker, even through heavy clothing. 

• Discharges over forty thousand volts 
of electricity from a nine volt nickel- 
cadmium battery. 

• $49.95, Mass 5% sales tax, $3.00 

.shippingand handling. 

1-800-225-5800 


Cameo Enterprises, Inc. 

P.O. Box 63, Accord, MA 02018 
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Put more life in 
every knife you own! 

Sharpen every knife you own to a 
professional edge, at the exact angle you 
select. Angle selector guide insures 
consistent honing angle. For hunting, fishing, 
camping and household use. In compact, 
cafry-everywhere sturdy case. 



Custom carrying case, knife ciamp, 1 coarse stone, 
1 med. stone & 1 fine stone all on holders, t oz. 
Lansky Honing Oil, 3 guide rods, extra long thumb & 
front screws. 

Deluxe Kit Contains: 

All of the above plus an extra coarse stone & an ultra 
fine stone on holders & 2 more guide rods. 

At your sporting goods or hardware dealer, 
or write us. 


DEALERS PLEASE INQUIRE 



P. O. BOX BOO, BUFFALO, NY 14221 U.S.A. 


LEARN GUN REPAIR 


YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 
SIX MONTHS 

START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA -r~-*r . 
AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. • f 

OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU: ' J 

• 8ASIC/MASTER GUN REPAIR • CUSTOMIZING * CHOKES 

• ACCURIZING • BLUEING • SPORTERIZING • SCOPES 

• BALLISTICS SECRETS • HOW TO BUY WHOLESALE 

• RELDAOING FOR PISTOL AND RIFLE • SHOTGUNS 

• HOW TO GET YOUR FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

PLUS MUCH MORE! 

PROVEN METHODS-CHARTS-EXPLODED VIEWS 
ACCREDITED & APPROVED BY STATE & NATIONAL 
AGENCIES & BY THE V.A FOR Gl BENEFITS 
OVER 40.000 STUDENTS SINCE 1946 

_Se ndJprJFJR E^_fa ct^-P i !_602 J: 990^6346__ 

Please RUSH FREE lads on how I can become a 
professional gunsmith the QUICK easy home study 
way No Obligation No salesman will call 



MOOERN GUN REPAIR SCHOOL, dept. GA125 
2S3S N. 8TH ST., PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85006 


Scuba Diving Tours 


Scapa Flow - U.K. 

Guadalcanal 
Scilly Isles - U.K. 
Martinique 
Truk Lagoon 

Contact: Dive Away Inc. 

P.O. Box 6261 - Plainfield, N.J. 
07062-0261 Tel. (201) 668-1122 



RUGGED 
RUCKSACK 
$ 12 " 

Special purchase at a 
great price! Military- 
inspired, this soft back¬ 
pack is compactly sized 
but its design lets you 
carry an amazing amount 
for hunting, day hiking, 
survival maneuvers. 
Entirely of sturdy olive 
drab canvas. Flap edges 
are bound in OD twill tape, with webbing straps and metal 
buckle closures. 3 roomy outer pockets hold canteens, 
trail food, compass, ammunition, etc. Reinforced ad¬ 
justable canvas straps feature shoulder pads for comfort. 
14x17x5". Money-back guarantee. 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. 

Call Toll Free 800-334-5474. 

Write for FREE Catalog! 

Dept. J-125A 


P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 


Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 


8 ” 

440 C T 
Blade with 
Sow Teeth 
That Work! 
t3" overall 
length. 

All stainless sleel 
construction with 
combat sheath, 



Knives 


s 225°° 



Custom handmade Knives 
by Robert Parrish 

1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Handarsonviil*. NC 28739 
Phono {704} 692 3484 
Sond SASE for moro information 




BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the N1LECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


Front & Back Protector .., $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . — , ■ $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 



Blood & Guts 


On Video 


Available on VHS & Beta: 

□ Fists Of Fury $19.95 

Bruce Lee’s 1st epic; slambang chop-socky action. 

□ Hitler! The Black Fox SI9.95 


Oscar-winning bio narrated by Marlene Dietrich. 

□ Vietnam: Remember $39.95 

The men & missions of America’s longest war 

□ Armed Forces Workout $39.95 

The actual military program set to music! 

FREE! MOVIES UNLIMITED VIDEO CATALOG 

with any movie order or $5 00 separately (refunded 
with 1st order) 

1000 s & 1000’s of described titles in every category- 
Nobody has more’ 

Clip ad & mail with order. Or use our 24-Heur Toll* 
Free Order Phone: 1-800-523-0823 (PA residents 
call 215/ 722-8298),and charge to your credit card. 

Send titles checked above, on; □ VHS □ Beta 

Enclosed is $ ,_. . (Check or money order. 

Add $3,50 postage. PA add 6% sales tax.) 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

Charge purchase to 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ American Express 

Card #__ 


Expires_ i __ 

Signature_ 

MOVIES UNLIMITED We’re t/ie Mcwesf/® 

^ 6736 Castor Ave. * Philadelphia, PA 19149 j 



TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 
As seen In S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine August 1984 


c n oc 


Cl.. M 


CD < 


“FRIEND AND PARTNER” 


Loyal •Intelligent companion for Family Protection -Home 
•Field •■ Patrol." 37.5 Tlmberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
generation.hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Timberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 


DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the % 
wolf 16 shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working (tog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight -Hearing *Smell than any other 
domestic breed. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler -German 
Shepherd *or Doberman Pincher 
EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family with small 
children, The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as a 
superior working dog — Devoted, Useful, Ule Long 
Companion 

OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques end standards 
currently in use by the U.S. Dept, of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program •Family •Home *Lew Enforcement 
(Public or Private) -Operative •Whatever!!! •Full Health 
•Temperament *Hip Guarantees •Shipping — Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 


Box 1820 W-12A, Aiken, S.C 28601 
(803) 64*6936 (24-hour) 

Brochure information includes cotor repnnl of SWAT and 
Survival Guide magazine articles 

SEND 13.00 U.S. FUNDS — 55,00 FOREIGN ORDERS 
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SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 



Special Forces training in the 
following areas: unconventional 
warfare ops; counter insurgency 
ops; survival techniques; pa¬ 
trolling techniques; special 
assault weapons and tactics; 
electronic security measures; light 
and general purpose M.G.; exotic 
weapons and tactics; adjustment 
procedures for artillery and TAC- 
AIR, and much more. 

Courses Available: 7 days 
Basic Commando Course (BCC) 
Intermed. Commando Course (ICC) 
Advanced Commando Course (ACC) 
Escape & Evasion (E&E) 

Survival Course (SC) 

Geographical Characteristics: 

Forest Terrain 
Average Temp. Day 75° 

Evening 60° 

For a brochure containing a com¬ 
plete list of all training and prices, 
write to the: 

Special Action Commando School 
P.O. Box 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $2.00 
(505) 757-6933 

1985 brochure supercedes all 
other information and brochures. 


PtOYftCY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 J§5j~ 

®7dEN PRESS 

1 11623 Slater "C". Box 8410-AP Fountain Valley. CA 92728 
| Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add 
J Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 

[California residents please add 6% sates tax.) 
| □ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. 

| Name . ■ - _ ., _ _ _ 

I Address .. _ _ 

| City * -*- - 

^tate^- ____-__—_^ ^ip - 



POW-MIA 
•SHIRTS 
(grey only) 
$10.00 ea.2/$18.00 

Patches 

$3.00 

Bumper Stickers 
$1.50 


FRAG HANOI JANE 
•SHIRTS 
(Yellow-Tan) 
$10.00 ea. 2/$18.00 

H, Jane Urinal 
Targets 

$1.50 ea. $15.00 doz. 
H. Jane Bumper 
Stickers 
$1.50 ea. 


NAM GRAPHICS, INC. 

P.O. Box 1737 
Altamonte, Springs, Fla. 
32715-1737 




•Any 2 Shirts $18.00 
Send $1.00 for catalog 
Florida ffeidents Add 6% 


TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 



PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride Worlds largest 
selection of military rings. Over 1000 combinations Visa or 
MasterCard Money Back Guarantee! 


Sand SI for full color catalog today 


T-J JEWELERY CO. 

Box Y SI 2, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(Sucoassora to Royal Military Jewelry) 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

2 95 

Add $1.05 Hndi 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-12-SF 


373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


SURVIVE! 


With a new handmade Running River 
Hollow Handle Survival Knife. 


Unique all leather high ride 1 low ride sheath 
7" X W' 440C-RC 56-57 Blade 
Lifetime Guarantee 
Compass in Buttcap 
All Stainless 
12" Overall 


To order, send check, 
money order, Visa or Mastercard 
number (include name & expiration 
date) or send Si .00 for more information to: 
Running River Supply Co. 

P.O. BOX 4465 
Riverside, Rl 02915 

Add $2.00 for shipping. Rl residents add 6% sales tax. 



THE 


ulUImapb 



GAME 


•War/Combat Games 
•High Cash Profits 
•Full or Part Time 
•Selection of Guns 
•Washable Pellets 
•Complete Game 
Supplies 

For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
P.O. Box 1856 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

32075 


P.S. Call us at: 
904/677-4358 
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Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT ' 

THE BRAVE \ 
PEOPLE OF V 

r < AFGHANISTAN \ 

— IN THEIR FIGHT . 

FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET \ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 



All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan resistance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving assistance. 
No funds collected will be expend¬ 
ed for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters’ Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 



The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free’’ card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions i.D card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era 

Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types 

If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. printed in three colors' 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed' 

Devil’s Brigade I 30 page catalog 

Box 1625 Dept A I $1.00 
EIDorado, Ar 71730 I (Free with order) 



The official Armed Forces footage de¬ 
tailing in savage and bloody battle the 
most awesome combined air, sea and 
land conflict in histoiy. 

From Pearl Harbor and defeat to epic 
victories and final confrontation at the 
Japanese homeland. 

A two-part visual masterpiece featuring 
the most nerve jolting combat footage 
ever... all front line beachheads and gun 
camera stuff of first magnitude. 

Plus!! . An additional tribute to the 
fighting 1st Cavalry Division, "Hell for 
Leather." Los Negros, The Admiralties, 
Leyte. Manila . . first to hit the beaches, 
they gave new meaning to jungle warfare. 

65 minutes of great combat footage, 
priced at ... 0 nlv 

Specify Beta or VHS. I49.#S 


Send to: FERDf OROfl FILMS 
3100 Airport Avo., Santa Monica, CA 90409 

U S. and Canada, add $2.50 shipping, foreign 
orders, add $3.50. CA res. add 6Vi% Sales Tax. 
Visa A Master ■ Include card no. A explrcrtlon. 

ORDER TOU FREE (800) 854-0541, ext. 939. 
In Caltf. (900) 432-7357, ext. 925. 


MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 



City/Stale/7Jp 


Mail ft to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


RAZOR 

SHARP 


Others 
Promise— 
We Deliver 



TANTO 

$129.95 


At belter dealers eeai you or c&}}, 

ifai a ffTrrv nuf 


TVk h 

Nffffij] 
Rc DU 


805/65ff-5T9T 

TOLL FREE 
800/2554716 



OVERHEAD GUN RACK 

MOUNTS OUT OF SIGHT 
REDUCES THEFT TEMPTATION 

FEATURED IN THE 

ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER COLUMN 

FIELD TESTED AND USED BY 
GAME WARDENS AND SHERIFFS'DEPARTMENTS 

—- Welded steel frame. 

— Specially designed padding protects gun and scope. 

— Easily installed. 

— Quick handy access. 

— BSR-1 also mounts behind seat. 

— BSR-l & BSR-2 can also be mounted in R.V.’a, camper 
tops, airplanes, boats. 

— Great for fishing rods too. 

— Velcro fastening straps. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Send check or money order (add $1.50 for UPS) to: 
BIG SKY RACKS, INC. 

Route 85, Box 4208 • Livingston, MT 59047 


NO BULL JUST GREAT T~SHIRTS 


All designs copyrighted 


WELFi 

So work h.ifd rtnd pay 


£ £% 
<3 +^ 

m J9 



lo designs. Adult 


SEND: $ T^TTor 1 
$14.95 for 2 

TO- 


Overseas-except APO FPO-add S2 50ea 

® 


LIBER-TEES 

125 Liberty St. 
Allentown, PA 18102 


T-SHIRTS ARE GREAT GIFTS! 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

Continued from page 2 

after another fell to an assault that 
was targeted on our basic right to 
keep and bear arms. 

Well, times are no less hysterical 
now than they were during the days 
of the gangster films. Today, though, 
the gangsters are running drugs in¬ 
stead of liquor. And once again a gun 
has become the symbol for the law- 
breakers. This time the MAC-10 has 
replaced the Thompson. 

Once again the hysterics — the 
knee-jerk anti-gun crowd — cry 
that if we could get rid of certain 
guns there would be no crime. 
That’s like outlawing kitchen 
knives to stop muggings. Neither 
solution will work. 

Banning automatic weapons in 
private hands will affect few of us. 
But it is increasingly apparent that 
those who would deprive us of our 
second amendment rights are chip¬ 
ping off the comers of the constitu¬ 
tion, hoping no one will notice 
since the numbers are so small. 

Machine-gunners may only num¬ 
ber a few thousand, but the NRA is 
one of the biggest and most effec¬ 
tive lobbying groups in Washing¬ 
ton. Not only are they numerous 
and powerful, they’ve finally fig¬ 
ured out that shooters are shoot¬ 
ers; the NRA can’t protect free pis¬ 
tol competitors without guaran¬ 
teeing the same rights for combat 
shooters. 

The NRA is bigger in 1985 than it 
was in 1934. The NRA that helped 
pass the 1934 National Firearms 
act isn’t the NRA that is lobbying 
for the Volkmer-McClure Bill. 
They’ve grown in a lot of ways. 

I believe in the NRA and its work. 
I am convinced that my dues and 
contributions directly protect my 
right to keep and bear arms. And I 
back that investment by serving on 
the NRA’s board of directors. 

Your best bet to have someone in 
Washington represent your in¬ 
terests is to Join the NRA. For $15 a 
year you get a good monthly maga¬ 
zine, insurance, and regular up¬ 
dates on legislative action. 
Through their system of field repre¬ 
sentatives the NRA also represents 
your shooting interests to state and 
local lawmaking bodies and law en¬ 
forcement. For membership in¬ 
formation, write to the National 
Rifle Association, Dept. SOF, 1600 
Rhode Island Ave. N.W., Washing¬ 
ton D.C. 20036. ^ 


CLASSIFIED 




CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost per Insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word — $10 mini¬ 
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be Included In 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul¬ 
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW-ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA._ 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (105) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest cetalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA, JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(99) 


WV 

The 


NEW!! 




The Original ADVENTURER'S 

Casbah™ 

L0CKBLA0E FOLDERS DUELING KNIFE 


In The World! 

» 16T LONG -OPENED 

• 9Vi” x2” Folded 

• 7*/4 m long tempered stainless 

TOLEDO STEEL BLADE V/r WIDE 
•SIX STEEL LOCKING ^ 
TEETH ^ 

• SOLID BRASS 
BOLSTERS 

• WHITE ^ 

PEARLEXE 
HANDLES 



THE ORIGINAL GYPSY DUELING 
KNIFE Used In Ducts All Over 
EUROPE And In The Casbahs of 
CASABLANCA, 
KHARTOUM 
& CAIRO. 

•HAN0MA0E 
A PERFECTLY 

duel-salanced - 

In Europe by 
EUROPEAN ARMORERS 


SOLD AS COLLECTORS ITEMS 
ONLY. YOli ARE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR OBEYING YOUR LOCAL 
LAWS. 

Beware Of Cheap frmtauons ’ 


PRICES: 

ORIGINAL 

16 ^i ^OPENED $ 99.95 


Custom Molded Leather Scabbard 
(Orig Mod Only) COQ Q{ - 
(Rlch-Ruaset’ or Black) Ip 4.3. 

X-t * Lge SULTAN MODEL * 

21h OPENED $ 139.95 

THE ONLY DUELING 
L0CK8LADES AVAILABLE 


CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS (512) 697-8900 

Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

MC, Check P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-12 

or mo to_SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 j 


MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602)993-7534. (100)_ 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, Box 
331-X, Cedsrfrurg, Wl 53012. (107)_ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters; $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (101) _ 

WwiT RELICS! Cheaper than Delta, WWII Ltd, Collector’s 

Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable), RELICS, Box 361 -D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (99)_ 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (102) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

85.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 for a color 
catalog to ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, 
OH 44030. (104) 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street. Newton, NJ 07860. (108) _ 

MARAUDER’S SURPLUS: A complete iFsting of field and 

technical manuals; Elite commando and regular-army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, B588 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31829. (98) 


Vietnam Veterans Memorial Print 



Stunning 16" x 20", 
color, glossy, print. 
Royalties go to Viet¬ 
nam Veterans Memo¬ 
rial Fund. Fact sheet 
and autographed poem 
“Cold. Stone Man," as 
pub. in The Washing¬ 
ton Post & The Woun¬ 
ded Generation, incl. 
$12 ea. 


Memorial Print 
Dept.F 

P.O. Box3412 
Frederick, MD 21701 


FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (104) _ 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE—for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year — $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (101)_ 

KNUCKS—Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews. NC 2S105. (108) 

BOUNTY HUNTING— Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (101)_ 

THE INTELLIGENCE UBR ARY—Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dqptf G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354.(98) y _ 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy. Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head¬ 
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A. 
2TlTWilshEre Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (107) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS— Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterting Yearbar— $35; Add 
Stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (107) 

FIREWORKS— Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped yea:-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 31, Box 800, Clackamas, OP 97015. (104-4^5) 



LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR 


$ 7 ?“ 


POSTPAID 


Fires 22 cal. tear 
gas or blarik ammo. 

Solid metal, 6 shot clip 
fed. Rapid firing. With in¬ 
structions & free cleaning rod. 

For self-protection, theatre; dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarantee. 


wc fhipmwl to 
Mew Voiko* 


WESTBURY SALES CO. c »iifs»nn. 
P.O.BOX 434, Dept. TA-1 2-SF. Westbury, New York 11590 y 
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SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES and other essential prod¬ 
ucts for survivalists. Largest, most complete selection of fresh 
smoke candles, bombs, pots, grenades (eight colors). Smoke 
generating capacities from four thousand, to one-half million 
cubic feet. Bum times from thirty seconds to about six minutes. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire 
drills, etc. Also flare guns, tear gas aerosols, cutlery, and much, 
much more. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue. 
SIGN US, Box 33712-K7, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (98) 

GUN FOR HIRE: 37-year-old professional mercenary desires 
jobs. Vietnam Veteran. Discreet and very private. Bodyguard, 
courier, and other special skills. All jobs considered. Phone 
(615)436-9785. (103)_ 

SMOKE PRODUCTS — Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and save. Send self- 
addressed stamped envelope and 2 stamps for details. 
SOUTHWEST SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS. Box 5414, Phoenix, 
AZ 85010. (100)_ 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han¬ 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave.,-Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (96-ck)_ 

GERMAN 2-SIDED Camouflage reversible smocks. Exact 
WWII copy. Best-quality mottled type-one smocks $99. Post¬ 
age paid in USA. Postal Money Orders only. Specify over/ 
under 5’ 9" tall? 4 different German 53" camoutlage fabrics by 
yard available. Fifteen 22-cent US stamps for illustrated list/ 
samples. B.L. O’TOOLE, POBox 64385, Tacoma 98464. (105) 

FREE VIETNAM CATALOG. Combat Tapes. T-shirts, Docu- 
ments. Rags, much more. Enclose 20-cent stamp to: BIEN 
HOA PRODUCTIONS, Box 56 (Dept. BNA), Fayetteville, AR 
72702. (98)_ 

DISCREET MAIL RECEfVING and forwarding. Services tai¬ 
lored to individual needs. Send SASE for details. EXECUTIVE 
ADDRESSES, 1616 - 17th Street, Suite M-76, Denver, CO 
80202. Ph (303)628-5465. (98) 

RED DAWN! NOT HERE! Join the North American Defense 
Assoc. Ages 16-65. Send $3 for Application & info. N.A.D.A., 
PO Box 889, Paradise, CA 95969. (98) 

SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, bodyguard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have 
knowledge of military and counterterrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, PO 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601. (99) 
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LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, DepL SF1284, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. 
(98)_ 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post- 
fach 1145, 6460-M, Gelnhausen, West Germany. (10O) 

“PEN GUN"— .22 cal. you make with simple tools and mate¬ 
rials. Guaranteed. Rush $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650(0, Caroli¬ 
na, PR 00630. (98) 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels, with 
battery box, antenna, crystal, handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/ 
pr. good condition. PRC-9 Backpack Radio, factory mint, trans¬ 
mits-receives 28-39 MHz FM continuous tuning: $52.50 
apiece. $77.50 with good-condition battery box, antenna, 
handset. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con¬ 
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, handset: $39.50 
apiece, $77.50/pair, good condition. R-390A Communications 
Receiver, .5-32 MHz AM-CW-SSB, shortwave, amateur, mili¬ 
tary frequencies: $175 good condition. R-108 Military Vehicle/ 
Reid Receiver, 20-28 MHz-FM: $27.50 mint. 45-day replace¬ 
ment guarantee, Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BArTRON- 
ICS, Dept. SQF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (98) 



THE DAVID SLING • 

LIKE THE SLING KAVlij KHLi ED GOLLIATH WITH | 

TM " 

I 

INLY I 


s 12® 5 I 


Use 30 Days 
At Our Risk 


Credit Card Orders Accepted 

Super powerful David Sling, 
The Ultimate survival and 

hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be 
kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 
out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY, 
Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers, 
Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive 
Instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for 
P&H to PHL C0RP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. 

PHL CORP. 


^.O^Box 14217, Cleveland, OH 44114* (216) 241 


STATE PfSTOL LAWS, regulations for all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY, NY 10150. (98) _ 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, NEW PRODUCTS WANTED for pres¬ 
entation to industry and exhibition at national innovation ex¬ 
position. Call (800)528-6050. Arizona, (800)352-0458. X831. 
007)_ 

PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP. Box 18039-SF12. Orlando, FL 
32860.(100) 

HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol¬ 
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SOF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102-6286. (101) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF85-L, Honolu¬ 
lu, HI 96806. (101-485) 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list HUGH WADE’S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. 
(901)885-6851. (98) 

VIETNAM LISTING (with free ' Vietnam photos’ ) $2. WWII 
Listing $2. RAY BUNTING S PHOTOS, Rt 1, Box 154, Milford, 
DE 19963. (99) 


NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Bou'der, CO 80306. (107) 

MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111. (99)_ 

MICROTRON Surveillance Security Equipment— ("World’s 
Greatest Selection!" ... Law Enforcement Review, 1980.) 
Crystal-controlled VHF TRANSMITTERS, TRACKERS, RE¬ 
CORDERS, NIGHTVIEWERS and COUNTERMEASURES 
... "virtually impossible to obtain elsewhere!!!” Professionals 
catalog $20, refundable. General catalog $2. Send orders to: 
MICROTRON, 42-38th St., Wheeling, WV 26003. Vtsa^Mas- 
terCard cardholders calf: (304)233-8007. (103) 

G.I. SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & 
used), includes cfothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT. Dept. SF, 3095 
Hwy 20, Buford, GA 30518. (99)_ 

NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on Martial Arts, 
weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, survival 
plus much more! $1. PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-KMV, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (104-485)_ 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno. Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (TOO) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1. THE BATTERY PRESS, INC., PO Box 
3107C, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (99) 

EAST GERMAN ID “Ausweis" Cards in Russian/German with 
Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown. $6. D. 
EWING. Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (981 


COMBAT GLASSES 

Vpp fits under gas & scuba mask 
• accepts prescription lenses 

HI Frame w/prescrfptkm 
Frame only: gg tonaea: 

$24.95 PP d. ® $49.95 ppd. 

1-80M55-1382, Ext 85 /1710 S- Hftkfe / WtcMl, KS 67711 


THE INTERNATIONAL MERCENARY ARMY needs merce- 
naries, bodyguards, and protection specialists. $20 mem¬ 
bership includes lifetime membership, certificate, one-year 
employment record file, decai. Or write for info. IMA, Box 
232-SF, Shrewsbury, PA 17361, USA- (TQ0) 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here’s one for your collection. 13" 
overall, 6" polished-steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9" overall stiletto, polished-steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, PO Box L, DepL SR, 
Bayvilie, NJ 06721. (101-Ad 1) 




W.W. II COLLECTORS OVER 40,000 ITEMS 


German * Hats-Badges-Medils and U.S. Offi¬ 
cer’s Cap (new from original U.S. 
maker), tan with brown leather vis¬ 
or, chin strap and U.S. Eagle pin. 

State size S, M, or Lg.ttS.OO 

Have few Olive Drab, WooL.W5.00 
We pay posiaoe Our lit page fully illus¬ 
trated catalog S3 00 (FREE with order). 
Ltd., Box 2063-F St. Louis, MO63158 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect properly. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New228-pg. book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 20 cents. EDEN. Box84lO-DD, Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728, (98-485) 


COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville. TN 37204. (S9) 


MAN FOR HIRE— 8440 Tom Drive, Box 117, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70815. (99) 


CUSTOM IMPRINTED CAPS— We print anything! No mini- 
mums! Free brochure. CUSTOM CAP CO., Box 341B, West¬ 
minster, MD 21157. (100) 

FOR HIRE: Ex-Paratrooper, team leader (tong range patrol), 
Rangers (instructor), 3 tours Viet Nam, scuba, seeks employ¬ 
ment in related field. Will train-lead organize. Preference given 
to Central America or will consider Body Guard Courier Ser¬ 
vice. Not a cowboy! Send phone number for details. Passport. 
Bondable. Principals only! CROSSBOW, Box 15424, Coiora- 
do Springs, CO 80935. (101)_ 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREE! Discover latest low-profile tech¬ 
niques. Avoid banks, taxes, surveillance. Hide assets. Secret 
loans, identity, financial privacy. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SR. 
Fountain Valley, CA 92728, (98) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs 
degrees- Hone businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (98-485) 

CASSETTES: German Marches, 60-minute. $8 each; 3 for 
$19.50; all 9 for $49.50. Send SASE for list. HAMMER, Box 
1393-SF, Columbus, IN 47201. (98) 

FI REWORKS— Fun, safe, patriotic; top queJity, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE- 
ViCES, Box 711-S111, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (98) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS— Enameled pins!* 

your design, low minimum, excellent quality, low prices, free 
booklet. A T. PATCH CO., Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. 
(603)444-3423. (98) 


DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 

MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 


you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; V 2 wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5 00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 
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THE Survival 
Knife 


6" Razor-sharp blade is made of rust-proof steel. The 
handle is hollow for survival necessities and and has a 
water-tight screw cap with a liquid compass. Survival 
kit includes: matches, 20" pocket saw, fishhooks, 
sinkers, nylon line, 2 needles and sharpening stone. 
Complete with heavy-duty sheath, choice of black or 

camouflage handle.$7.85 

Special offer! Get two (any style) for $12.50 
Send check of money order today for immediate ship¬ 
ment! Please add $2.00 per order for handling. (IL 
customers add 7%.) To charge to your Visa or MC 
send the card number and exp. date along with your 
signature. Money-back guarantee If not pleased. 

Send order to: S.V.K. Co., Dept. SOF-12 
P.O. Box 1611 
Elk Grove, IL 60007 

Send $1.00 for catalog, free with order. 




MILITARY POLICE: Send SASE for prices on shirts, hats, 
patches, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, 
Boston, MA 02123. (98) 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton, OH 43013. (105) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER — Famous publishers. Over 450 
EXCITING TITLES AND GROWING! Exotic Weaponry, Mar¬ 
tial Arts, Military Subjects, Crime, Survival Anywhere, Privacy, 
Surveillance, Electronics, Wiretapping, Knives, Chemistry, 
Employment, Government Surplus, Investigation, Big Brother, 
Obtaining Credit, Law, Fireworks buying, Gambling, Life- 
Extension, Beer Making, Disguises, Acting, Intelligence War¬ 
fare, Increasing Your Intelligence, and MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
Many Hard-to-find Titles. Find out why thousands of satisfied 
customers shop with us! Eye-Opening Hetty Catalog $2. Order 
your copy today. AUTHORS WANTED. ALPHA PUBLICA- 
TIONS, PO Box 92-SO, Sharon Center, OH 44274, USA. (100) 

EMBLEMS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, any quantity. 
THREAD LETTER EMBROIDERY CORPORATION, Dept. 
SF, 1929 East 52nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46205. (317)257- 
1424, (98)_ 

VIETNAM, KOREA, WWil Veterans' Certificates. Colored, 
10x13 with gold seal. $9.95,2 for $14.95. LOGSDON, Box 235, 
Milpitas, CA 95035. (98) 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s instock, 1940 thru Vietnam. 
Large catalog $1 — refunded. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, 
Vermilion, OH 44089-0414. (98) 


CONTINENTAL TECTONICS: Chaplain mercenary reveals 
top secret government report SDA 86-2020. Events to come, 
information, PKG dates, places et cetera. SCIENTIFIC DATA 
—be prepared— SURVIVAL! $5 plus 50 cents postage. MO to: 
CHAPLAIN COL. CICERO A. COCCHI, Cicero Int'l, 6622 Par¬ 
ker Square Drive, PO Box 186, Parker, CO 80134. WRITE 
TODAY. (98) 

KNIVES" BLOWGUNS, Martial Arts. Now available at 

wholesale prices. Large illustrated catalog. $2 refundable with 
order. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Dept. SF, Des Plaines, 
IL 60016, (100-485)_ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl— Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-812, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu- 
querque, NM 87112. (98)_ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for frea brochure. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-912, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (98) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIESI A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-312, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (98) 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL 1st para- 
chute—jump training, advanced freefall techniques, weapons, 
survival, scuba—complete course by Special Forces and 
Ranger instructors. To reserve a date contact: PO Box 963, 
Hotchkiss, CO 81419. (101) 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items; rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. A-512, 1660 
Eubank Nf, Albuquerque. NM 87112. (98) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG— Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-212, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (98) 

POLICE, FIRE, MILITARY, Aircraft Radio Scanners —lowest 
prices—all brands. Send name and address for free subscrip¬ 
tion to discount catalogue from the largest dealer of scanners 
in the world. SCANNER WORLD, 10-SF New Scotland, 
Albany, NY 12208. (518)436-9606. (99) 



SUB-MINIATURE BINOCULARS 

Powerful 6x15. So convenient to take along. 
Barely bigger than a pack of cigarettes. 
Weighs less than 7 oz.! Smooth center 
focusing, diopter focusing to compensate 
for eye differences. Strap ancf Carrying Case. 
Gift Boxed. Written Guarantee. Send $69.95 
plus $2.00 shipping MO/CK/VISA/MC to 
Reliable Products Co., P.O. Box 1830, 
Mesquite, TX 75149. Free Catalog. 


INVESTIGATOR, special operative, all jobs considered. Con¬ 
fidential service. ELDON MOSLEY, PO Box 53, Downing, MO 
63536. (90) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1184, Box 444, Los Alamltos, CA 90720. (105) 

US MILITARY PATCHES, medals, badges —catalog $1. 
PAUL SI NOR, PO Box 12230S, Arlington, VA 22209. (101) 

INTELLIGENT, SOPHISTICATED woman seeks assignment: 
international/domestic. Urbane, shrawd, loyal, worldly, im¬ 
aginative and attractive. II what you need requires stylo and 
finesse, CONTACT: MEDEA, PO Box 40053, Reno, NV 
89503. (99) 



SOUND 
OFF! 

Only 


Authentic U.S. Army Utility Sweater 
100% Virgin Wool, Mothproofed and 
Pre-shrunk, Machine Wash. Made in 
U.S.A. S (34-36) M (38-40) L (42-44). 
Send check or money order to; 

DAAL KNITWEAR DEPT S 
566 Woodward Ave., Ridgewood, NY 11375 
Sorry No COD's. Allow 3 weeks delivery. 


I AM A PROFESSIONAL at Military tactics in military for 3Vfe 
years. Highly experienced with military weapons, trained for 
overseas (and US), all expenses paid, passport available. D. 
WAYNE, PO Box 20012, Philadelphia, PA 19145-0312. (90) 

GENERAL CUSTER—1876, ride with him and the 7th Cavalry 
into The Little Big Horn — guns blazing. Cassette narrated by 
historian G. MATTHEWS, $10.95 cash/money order. VERAS 
PLACE, 6955 West Cambridge Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85035. (98) 

LC-1 PACK & FRAME, current issue, large pack with frame & 
straps $70. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. Master¬ 
Card 8 VISA accepted! (98) 

VETERANS: Document your military achievements. Illus¬ 
trated list of Vietnam-era collectibles, $1. R&R ENTER¬ 
PRISES. Box 471, Springvllle, IA 52338. (98) 

50% CHEAPER than anywhere else. Knives, watches, air 
rifles & guns, locks, luggage etc. Send $2 for price list. Gl 
MILITARY MERCHANDISER, PO Box 282. Caledonia, Ml 
49316. Money back guarantee. (98) 

COMBAT SKILLS— computer combat action that’s challeng¬ 
ing and exciting. NUCLEAR WAR or B52 BOMBER on disk for 
C-64, $12.95 each or$1 for complete software listing. PUBLIC 
SOFTWARE, Box 35799, Fayetteville, NC 28303. (98) 


TIT 1986 

CATALOG 


SECURITY 

& 

MILITARY 


UNIQUE 
CATALOG 

New 1986 edition 
now avallebCe! 

This 40-page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip¬ 
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find in any other catalogs! 
Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro¬ 
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shipping, unique selection, fast service. This 
40-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF readers. 
Price is $2, deductable from first order. 

ALCAN, INC.. P.O. Box 2107, &ei|lnflham. WA90227 


DUTCH SURVIVAL-INSTRUCTOR, ex-shocktrooper seeks 
employment. PO Box 165, 4130 ED VIANEN, The Nether¬ 
lands. (98) 

STREET FIGHTERS HANDBOOK: Send $3.95 plus $1.05 
postage and handling to: FARO, PO Box 17270, Minneapolis, 
MN 55417. (98) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE” 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to. 

“THE GREAT KEN HALE” 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 


SURVEILLANCE, SECURITY, Survival electronic devices, 
alarms, signals, 40 easy-huild project plans $7.95 or 80 proj¬ 
ects in 2 books $15.90. ARCsoft, Box 132SF, Woodsboro, MD 
21790. (90) 

222 ACTION, training, R&R computer programs, BASIC lan¬ 
guage, use in your portable field computer, HG desktop, 220- 
page book, $9.95. ARCsoft, Box 132SG- Woodsboro, MD 
21790. (90) 

RUSSIAN CAMOUFLAGE JUMPSUITS, same as worn in 
"RED DAWN" $115. A.H.A., Box 2160S. Denver, CO 00221. 
MasterCard & Visa accepted! (90) 

‘ EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DESIGNS on T-shirts, hats, buck- 
les, mugs. Call (703)451-2548 or send $1 for catalog to: SSP, 
PO Box 5017, Springfield, VA 22150." (98) 

"CAMOUFLAGE BRITISH Falkiands, Dennison ABN Smock, 
Spanish ABN, Spanish Legior. Rhodesian. Manyothertypes of 
hard to get cammies. Please send $2 (bills) to Embleton 6, 
Stable View, Yateley Hants, GUI 7 7SF ENGLAND, for color 
photos and details.’' (98) 

CUSTOM ETCHED glass plaques of your favorite logo or 
design etched on glass, wood, stone, mugs, plates, anything. 
RISING SUN, Dept. 734, 315 Holstein, Bridgeport. PA 19405. 

Q01)_ 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS, survival, wilderness skills training. 
Adventure treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURES 
USA, PO Box 873, Dept. SOF, Rome, NY T3440. (99) 

USA BERET, green beret with Eagle Crest, for the "PROUD 
AMERICAN" $18. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO80221. (90) 

CANADIAN SNOW CAMOUFLAGE, lightweight 2-piece 
suits, 5%-10% staining from Demilitarization, Uni-size $35. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 00221. (98) 

"RUSSIA SUCKS” bumpersticker. Red, white & blue. $2 each 
or 7 for $10. BIRD DOG ENTERPRISES, PO Box 12205, Dept. 
S, Columbia, SC 29211. (100) 

BUMPER STICKERS— “Vietnam Veteran and Damn Proud 
of it" —only $1.49,3/$4, free catalog. SPECIAL SALES, 1104 
Lee, Dept. SOF, Des Plaines, IL 60016. (312)827-7490. (100) 

MAN/MEN FOR HIRE. Missing persons, custody, bounty hunt¬ 
ing, all jobs considered. Write to: B.D., Suite 187, PO Box 350, 
Ramsey, NJ 07446. (90) 


GUARANTEED 
10 YEARS! 



The knife for hunting, 
fishing and all around 
use. Mirror polished, 
sharp stainless 
steel blade. 

Rugged finger guard. Sur^grip black handle. IF BROKEN WITHIN li 
IS WE Will REPLACE AT HO CHARI 


SIZE 
CLOSED 
3"-S1.96 
4"-$2.96 
_ 5 "-S3.96 

Sturdy Leather belt 


Opens with 

\s, flick of finger - - __ 

and automatically locks Casern si.25 ea. 


into position. Press button in handle to close Saferi 


AT HO CHARGE! Use 30days. money 

RDERANY3 


back if not pleased. Add 99« postage & handling but ORDER ANY 
KNIVES & WE SKIP FREE. ORDER TODAY! Midwest Knife Cc., Dec* C-1111. 
9043 S. Western Ave., Chicago, lit 60620. Mail orders only OUR 49th YEAH, 


30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 
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NEED MAIL FORWARDING, remails or 24-hour answering 
service? We're confidential and very inexpensive. Send SASE. 
B. THOMAS, GPO Box 2083, Brooklyn, NY 11202. (98) 

LIEUTENANT & SON, Nuclear Medicine Physics Pharmacist, 
CPR Certified Poweriifter. PALADIN, 71 Groveland St., Abirtg- 
ton.MA 02351 (99)_ 

NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED documents and color pictures! 
Department of State/Defense Intelligence Report: "The 
Soviet-Cuba Connection in Central America and the Carib¬ 
bean.” Also "NICARAGUA BETRAYED," by Anastasio Somo- 
za order form. Send $6.95 to: POLITICAL AWARENESS, 96 
Depot Road, Boxford, MA 01921. (98) 

KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS, Survival items, Blowguns. Large 
selection, send $2 for 50-pg catalog —refundable. THE 
BLADERUNNER, PO Box 1592-SOF, Palatine, IL 60076. (99) 

SOUTH AFRICAN & Rhodesian Camouflage, complete suits 
from $70. Check with us on availability. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 60221. (98)_ 

BIGGEST ASSHOLE CERTIFICATE— Hilarious! Ornery! Fill 
in name, present publicly, anonymously. Cops, bosses, politi¬ 
cians, ex’s, vermin. Frameable! 1 for $5, 2 for $9, 3 for $12, 4 
for $14, 5 for $15. A GUY FROM NORMAL, Dept. SF, PO Box 
676, Normal, IL 61761. (98)_ 

GENUINE ISSUE MA-1 Flight Jackets. Black, sage, navy and 
camouflage. All sizes. $39.95! Your discount Army-Navy store. 
M1LITEX SALES, Box 46499, Chicago. IL 6Q646. (96) 

EUROPE. You are a SOF, Soldier or Sergeant, French speak¬ 
ing, WRITE TO: PRODY, TWG Postfach 1145, 6460 Geln- 
hausen. R.F.A. (98) 

ISRAELI MILITARY EQUIPMENT, new, current IDF issue 
only. Combat harnesses, armor, helmets, jackets, boots, etc. 
Exclusive rep for factory. $1 for catalog. THE CAMO COM- 
PANY, PO Box 70505, Bellevue, WA 96007. (99)_ 

LOW PRICES! On our wireless mike, telephone recording 
devices, portable alarm systems, binoculars, survival knife, 
and more. Send $1 for catalog: RH INDUSTRIES. PO Box 
160224, Austin, TX 70746. (90) 



LIVE AND 
SURVIVE IN 
THE WILDS! 

If you anticipate 
monetary collapse 
a dictatorship, and 
gun confiscation, 
read the book. 

•TIMELY AND 
PROFITABLE 
HELP FOR TROUBLED 
AMERICANS” by one who already endured 
more than that. Survival Expert Hans J. 
Schneider reveals his proven plan for your 
freedom and survival during economic and 
civil turmoil. Covers Self-Sufficiency ■ 
Locating Your Refuge * Independent En 
ergy Sources • Inflation-Proof Invest¬ 
ments • Alternate Weaponry/Defense 
Tactics • Survival Hunting • Food Tests 
and much more. No book like it — backed 
by a lifetime of experiences and travels in 
nearly 100 countries 288 PAGES Only 
$9.95 ppd, Order now. Clip Ad 


WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. 

Pep;M Bo» 105 Ashiaid OR 97520 


INTELLIGENCE CONTACTS: valuable information needed. 
Alternative 3 anti-afternative, committee at residence. 
MICHAEL TOMASIC, 1001 Nichols, Lorain, OH 44053. CON- 
FIDENT1AL (90) _ 

FOR HIRE: Merc, Bounty Hunter, all jobs considered, discreet 
and confidential and expected. Contact JP, PO Box 9384 
South Burlington, VT 05401. (99) 

“RED DAWN” attack against United States from Mexico 
planned by Moscow! For FREE information send SASE to: 
A.C.C. SERVICES, PO Box 529, Navasota, TX 77868. (98) 

“BACK ISSUES, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE complete, Vol. 1, 
No. 1 to the present. Mint condition, $300 or best offer plus 
shipping. J.L WHELAN, M.D., Rio 2, Mamcelona, Ml 49659." 

(W)_ 

COURIER, PRIVATE INDUSTRIAL and financial work. Per¬ 
sonal projects and more. (303)486-3367 call days, irregular 
hours (No drugs or firearms work), (103) 

SPECIAL FORCES, Ranger, Airborne Unit Coins, Decals, 
Rashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, 121 
West Monticello, Brookhaven, MS 39601. (98) 

RUSSIAN BERETS with ORIGINAL INSIGNIA, $21, AIR 
BORNE Shoulder Patch $5 repo. K.G.B. Shoulder Patch $5 
repo. "RED DAWN" Camo material $15 per yd. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (98) 


NEW BLOW GUN RIFLE 


SILENT, POWERFUL, ACCURATE 

Introducing the ultimate Blowgun. Ideal 
for indoor/outdoor target shooting, hunt¬ 
ing. Amazing speed, power and 
range from wind tunnel-designed 
darts. Find target through ^^Solid 
adjustable military- feel °j| h 

style s.g h t. pistol and 

T forearm grip and 

adjustable shoulder 
stock to fit all body 
sizes. 46 inches long, breaks 
down into three pieces. Available 
left-handed configuration—specify 
when ordering. Shipped with 12 darts 
and target. Extra darts $8.95 per 100. 


NOT A TOV-FOR ADULT USE ONLY 


ONLY $49.95—We pay postage! MC, Visa orders, 
1-800-228-^922. Check or money orders: The Omega 
File...Inc., 1095 N. Main St.—G, Orange, CA 92667. 
Prohibited in California. 



VIETNAM VET, "2nd Place,” polo shirt, 100% cotton, pre¬ 
shrunk, 1st class mall. $9.50. J&C THOMPSON, PO Box 703, 
Cadillac, Ml 49601. (98) 

TANTO—BY COLD STEEL, 11 W of what is ranked as one of 
the world's fiercest close-quarter combat weapons. Nationally 
advertised at $129.95. Buy now for $110 plus $2 shipping. THE 
SURVIVOR S EDGE, Box 16050-02, Shawnee, KS 66203. $2 
-US, (refunded with order), for Illustrated price-list (98) 

FORBIDDEN FIGHTING techniques of the Ninja— let author 
Ashida Kim assist you in your quest for knowledge of the Silent 
Way! 01* x 11, hardcover, 271 photos, 128pp. Order now! 
Send $22.95 ppd. to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JOS, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (90) 

WEATHER PLOTTERS produces satellite pictures. Air Force 
Model AN/GMH new in crates. Testing units & all tech, manu¬ 
als available. PO Box 302, Feasferville, PA 19047. (90) 

“HAVE 2 YEARS COLLEGE but no trade. Will do anything 
legal for employment overseas. T. COOPER, Box 193, Venice, 
IL 62Q90." (98) _ 

GET FOOTHOLD in adventureland. Bolivian land for sale by 
owner, cheap. For info write: Z.M., Box 17,3208 W. Cahuenga 
BL, Los Angeles, CA 90068. (98) 

PLANNING A RUMBLE in the jungle? We have the gear. $2 
for complete catalog. MILITEX SALES, Dept. RJ-7, Box 
46499, Chicago, IL 60646. (98) 



30-40% OFF Gerber, Benchmark, Kershaw Knives; Redfield, 
Leopold Scopes! Send $2 for complete catalog! KNIVES, 
Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund. Uniontown, PA 15401. (98) 

WE HAVE THINGS for sale that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1 PO Box 1001, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (98) 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE and unit badges, genuine. Lim¬ 
ited supply. First come, first served. Send $1 for price list to 
COMMAND POST, 3025 Highway 31 South, Pelham. AL 
35124. Phone (205)663-5678. (99) 

FOR HIRE— highly experienced diversified team. Call Lee 
(916)383-7799 or after 6 pm (916)927-6029. (99)_ 

WILDERNESS SURVIVALSCHOOL— Learn survival, moun- 
taineering, weapons, orienteering, martial arts, etc, by trained 
former and current military and law-enforcement personnel. 
For more information, write to: ALPHA TEAM, c/o PO Box 191, 
Price, UT 84501. (98) 

PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURER, Courier for hire: Have 
world-wide contacts for large diamonds, emeralds, rubies, 
pure silver and gold artifacts, exotic minerals and metals. All 
gems and minerals have been mined from natural earth. I will 
seek out the priceless or the unobtainable. Would prefer to be 
enlisted into the service as the personal adventurer of a 
wealthy tycoon, industrialist, entrepreneur or magnate. Only 
the very serious and elite that can afford my expenses need 
apply. Totally reliable, trustworthy, honest, dependable, loyal 
and absolutely confidential. Work alone. Contact: JOHN, 2004 
Pinhook Road. Suite C No. 566, Lafayette, LA 70508. (100) 


VIETNAM VETERANS 1986 calendar features drawings pro¬ 
duced from personal photos. Relive the brotherhood, the hon¬ 
or, and the pride. $10.95 plus $2 S&H. TOPAT ENTER- 
PRISES, 1638 Indianapolis Blvd„ Whiting, IN 46394. (100) 

HARMON’S SURVIVAL & Combat Supplies. Survival-type 
books, over 500 titles, authentic military dotWng 8 equipment, 
SWAT & tactical equipment, medical supplies, rappelling 
equipment, gun parts, magazine, survival foods, knives, blow- 
guns. Stop by at: 7655 Park Place, Houston, TX 77087. 
(713)641-4549. (101)_ 

DISCOUNT KNIVES— Survival, Hunting, Boot, Butterfly, 
Swiss Army, etc. Free catalog. Dealer inquiries welcome. 
BANIK, Box 126, Athens, PA 10810. (99) 

SPECIAL FORCES Basebalt-style caps. Special adult theme 
caps. Wide selection. Free catalog. CUSTOM CAPS, Box 
654-SF, Randallstown, MD 21133. (98) 

FOR HIRE: Sharp, qualified, professional ex-Marine, Force 
Recon, VFR pilot, parachutist, SCUBA Instructor, seeks high- 
paying contracts with private or corporate employers. Pass¬ 
port. Personal agent, bodyguard, investigation, etc. BLACK 
MAC, PO Box 24339, Los Angeles, CA 90024. (98) 


•■si 

Gl SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Dept s™ 
AUGUSTA, NJ. 07822 

U.S. MARINE 
CORPS 

COLD WEATHER 
SLEEPING BAG 
J9450 


** Special Purchase 

3 201 - 875-3252 

OtStCIBG INSTRUCT)CMS Mam, 
p»n*il cNitkt •» Tim t 
Rate Cat fW, acctplad NO COCs 
Ml ■*vtls#».drw a 100X [il wUtl 
« kmk* Km. 

Tti tM 5\ h* ship png 

siflon 00 r or ?ooiriMCAi*ioc' 


G.I. Issue 

•Raltd from 20° to+40° 

•Fust Quality (No Seconds 01 BlemD 

• Filied »nh Potojurd Vou Stcy Warm Bag rt Wet 
•Quilted Inner tmer for Added Warmth 

♦ Mi-mmy Style lg> Added Warmth 

•W*te f Repellent Potj/Cotton Cow »nd Lining 
•USWC Olive Dub Cdoi 
•full length Kean Duty Zippei and Snaps 
•33 *84 Gtne<0us Cut Si« 

•Marine Cays Vcagt tad T«U* ud Appmsd 

* Super Special J94 50 We pay all shipping handling 
and postage 

* * Uncle Sam pa,so«t J] 30 00 lw this eiact Bag 
He* G I 0 D Sleeping Bag Cover US 00 

Hew G I Sleeping Bag Lamer Straps 52 75 


HAVE GUN WILL TRAVEL: guns for hire. Ali jobs considered, 
all communications are confidential, all work discreet. (1) 
Strong security background, several years military experience: 
US Marine Corps (Force Recon), US Army (Specialized Units). 
(2) Vietnam Vet (Infantry), Sniper; and smail-arms expert. 
Mercenary or military assignments preferred. Will do domestic 
work. Valid passports for overseas assignments. Can work 
individually, as 2-man team, or can use any number of contacts 
throughout the US. New call sign: PALADIN, (716)436-4833or 
(716)663-4006 anytime. Or wnte: PO Box 1B40S, Rochester, 
NY 14619. (96) __ 

“W. GERMAN Remailing Service. Send addressed letter and 
$2 US for remalling from W. Germany for R. MERRILL, Esher- 
steimei, Landstr. 572, 6000 Frankfurt 1, W. Germany. Alter¬ 
nate address for recetving mail. For details send SASE." (98) 

KNIVES, SWORDS, Historic, Survival and Midieval weapons. 
Whips, knucksetc. Handmade knives, any design. Unbeatable 
prices. Catalogs $2. DEINTINIS SF, 107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 
10306, (96)_ 

FREE BROCHURE! Largest selection of gur-criented T- 
shirts, sweat shirts, caps. MAGNUM PRODUCTS, 8 Sandy 
Street, E. Northport, NY 11731. (98) 


ARREST Violator*!] 

TRMtiV^V^ 

FAST a* V 
AT 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to Justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
L make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . the same equipment 
used by the FBI. the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency, Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 


USE ’ 

SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

turn I (line* EjMlpoMut, 
Ctimlmtap Kilt, M|H 
Irtatuu Talapbentt, Lag 
IMtiara, Loekplck Hut. 
uan-Proof VatU. Uftarct 
Nlgkt lea pat, Rapoalilag 
tf»jMM«4—Pina Mack. 



Approved by Calif, Dept, of Pv&t/c fmurmt , 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training ■, 

DEPT. SF512, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 
■ Ruth mo your “Ooiocttvo" Career Kit— No uAwmr will coll , 

I HUM- -Ht - 
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SPECIAL FORCES British, Commonwealth Metal, Cloth In¬ 
signia, Regimental, Divisional Patches and Titles. Send $2 for 
illustrated lists, generous dealer’s discounts. J. TENNIS- 
WOOD, 20, Gordon Road, Aldershot, Hants GU11 i ND. ENG¬ 
LAND. (99)_ 

SELF-DEFENSE— Victim or survivor? Try these fully- 
illustrated combat training courses. UNARMED COMBAT, sur¬ 
vive the streets! New, superior fighting style. Strictly practical 
techniques, $8.95. BLADE, totally practical knife fighting pro¬ 
gram for actual close combat, $6.95. Add $2 p/h. LIBRA EN¬ 
TERPRISES, 486(SF) Moiimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. (98) 

LEARN BASIC ROCK CUMBING and Rappelling. Intensive 
2-day course $100. Fpr information write DARRELL, PO Box 
3347, Boulder, CO 80307. (98) _ 

5 EXPICIT PHOTOS taken by US Soldier, of Mussolini, Mis¬ 
tress and Henchmen’s hanging, April 1945, Milan, Italy. $30 
MO and self-addressed stamped envelope. MMH, PO Box 
1043, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501. (98) 


MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ability. Only $7. 
Guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 405 Washing- 
lon Blvd., Suite C, Oak Park, IL 60302. (98)_ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail¬ 
able. Catalog: $3. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 671, Hud¬ 
son, Quebec. (107) 


Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 


Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. I 
Transmits up to v< mile to any FM radio I 
Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not mcl.) 

Call (305) 725-1000 or send $19.95^ $1.00 shipping per 
Item to USI Corp-i P-O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COD’S accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



POLICE, SHERIFF’S, Fire Department shoulder patches, 
genuine, unused, multicolored. Your choice, all different. 10/ 
$19, 20/$37, 50/S85. Extensive listing, military medals— $2. 
REUBEN JENKINS, Box 2064-SOF, Columbus, GA 31902. 

m _ 

CONG CUFFS I Clever oriental design easily concealed, 
quickly binds opponent without knots or keys. Genuine import, 
still legal. Only $6.95. Includes multilingual instructions. 6- 
weeks delivery. L.B. PROD., Box 2212, Billings, MT 59103. 

(98)_ 

MCB8. 65-66 DA NANG. Please write NAVIW, PO Box 1434, 
Alice, TX 78332. Looking for Perkins or Dunning. (98) 

BUILD YOUR OWN Infrared Viewer/Night Scope Plans $10 to 
JERRY CATO, Box 1363, Belleville, IL 62223. (98) 


BUTTERFLY KNIVES 

The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philipines-used by theirfight- 
ing forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working por¬ 
tion of the knife. A lever 
locks the handle securely 
in the open or closed posi¬ 
tion. 


Model K98-P 

s 8 50 Ea. 
and s 1 50 
UPS charges 


I 

r ! 



WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. P-12-SF 

373 Maple Av-nnuc, WuiLLj y. New 11590 


NEW 

EXCALIBER 
WAX PELLETS 



• No gun powder or loading tools are 
needed Shotgun primers provide the 
power Pellets and primers are loaded 
into re-usable brass cases with finger- 
pressure only. 

• Accuracy to 25 feet (2VY group} 

• Speed-approximately half the velocity 
of factory ammo. 



Specify caliber. .38 spl 9mm Luger 
45L.C .45 ACP .380 .41 mag 44 mag 

• 500 Wax Pellets w/ 6 cases $12.95 

• 100 Wax Pellets w/ 6 cases S6.00 



Prepaid To You 


Send $1.00 for Catalog 
of Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 

M&M ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box 64, Dept. SOF 
Island Lake, IL 60042 


FIREWORKS— Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, rock¬ 
ets $2.20 a gross, M-80s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail-order suppliers list¬ 
ing hundreds of fireworks, $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 230, 
RFD 1. Mystic, CT 06355. (98)_ 

CONFIDENTIAL Mail Forwarding Service, “Privacy is our 
utmost concern." For details send SASE to: DJL ASSOCI¬ 
ATES, PO Box 510, Varysburg, NY 14167. (98) 


$500 MONTHLY, learn how I did it. $5 to JERRY CATO, Box 
1363, Belleville, IL 62223. (98) 



Illinois 

Add $2.00 p/h Residents 

Send Payment To: Add 6% Tax 

Cftl .45 Buckle, Box 9507 IS, Schaumburg, IL 60195 


RANDALL KNIVES ++* CUSTOM KNIVES. Immediate deliv¬ 
ery. No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at all 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $2 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $3. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker's Guild 
and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805)688-3612. (102) 

MILITARY SURPLUS— Chemical/biological warfare equip¬ 
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self- 
addressed stamped ($.39) envelope for catalog. J.R. SALES, 
Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. (98)_ 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, new catalog: LOWER 
PRICES, we still have uniforms, equipment, insignia & berets! 
Catalog $1. B.M.S., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. (98) 

RAMBO HAS NOTHING ON ME, bumper sticker, highest 
quality, $3. BROOKS, Box 4501, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338. 
( 102 )_ 

REPLICAS— steel and wood with some plastic. Must sell, new 
bride doesn't like. AK47 $225, Ml6 $200, M2 Carbine $100, 
Mauser Broomhandle Pistol $65, Mauser Broomhandle Car¬ 
bine $90. STEVE, Box 5792, JMU, Harrisonburg, VA 22807. 
(703)434-5823. (99) _ 

"MILITARY PUBLICATIONS International Directory.” 
Unique! Helps you contact worldwide 500 specialist war jour¬ 
nals — Weaponry/Milrtaria/Historical/Collectors/Regimental. 
$10. ESSAY, 24 Ravencliff. Scarborough, Ontario Canada 
MIT 1R8- (103)_ 

$17.95 KNIFE FREE with your one year subscription to “The 
Blade Magazine." (Est. 1978). Total coverage of custom 
knives, factory knives, anti-knife legislation battles, investing, 
antiques... Satisfaction Guaranteed. Only $18.99 per year, 
Sample copy $3. Write BLADE MAGAZINE, 2835-F Hickory 
Valley Road, Chattanooga, TN 37422. (99) 


PHOTOGRAPHER, COURIER, personal agent, escort—rep¬ 
resenting private or corporate concerns specializing in 35mm 
observation, domestic or foreign. RJL, Box 82, Clinton Cor¬ 
ners, NY 12514, (103)_ 

COMBAT BOOTS. New government issue, black smooth-toe 
“irregulars," specify size, $26.95 pr plus $2.50 UPS. Quantity 
and foreign orders invited. BACON CREEK GUN SHOP, PO 
Box 814, Corbin, KY 40701. (100)_ 

PROBLEM? Phone number and N/R Deposit to: GPO Box 
360, Cannington, West Australia 6107, ICH DIEN SERVICE. 
(103)_ 

YOU TRAIN US, we fight cheap, we follow orders. FORCE 
ROYAL, Rt. 3, Box 386-A, Maiden, NC 28650. (98)_ 

60 LOW-COST HOME SECURITY tricks and tips from Secur- 
ity Consultant. $3.25 to HANLON, PO Box 24566, Tampa, FL 
33623. (98)_ 

FOR HIRE: If you really need the best....extremely intelligent, 
capable, and qualified for paramilitary, intelligence gathering, 
rescue, asset/personal location and recovery; domestic or in¬ 
ternational. Many other services, too diverse to enumerate, 
available. Team available if required. If you would rather deal 
with an over-qualified professional than a starry-eyed Walter 
Mitty, send a telephone number and an exact time to call. Only 
serious inquiries responded to. No red work. Absolute discre¬ 
tion assured, and required. EXTREMELY EXPENSIVE. Con¬ 
tact: ADAMS, 2100 San Pablo, Box 234, Berkeley, CA 94702. 

m _ 

M26 "LEMON” GRENADE $6, M33 “Baseball" Grenade $8, 
Mkl “Pineapple" Grenade $7.50, all have moving parts, inert. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (98)_ 

GUN OWNERS— free brochure. Large selection of T-shirts 
and hats with many unique logos. We dare you to wear theml 
HI-CAL1BERXO., Box 1625, Lake Worth. FL 33460. (98) 

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED OVERSEAS, civilian contract 
Police Officer. Extensive Bodyguard experience. 17 years 
Martial Arts. Will consider Security/Bodyguard related posi¬ 
tions over $20,000/year (clear). Prefer overseas. Current 
passport, secret clearance. D.R.P., 19215 Samuel, Lake Elsi¬ 
nore, CA 92330. Three-week reply. (98) 

GURKHA KNIVES (famed Ind Army issue), US $50 each. 
Gurkha Shield, 2 crossed knives (9") with embossed horn and 
brass handles on velvet base wooden frame $100, inc. post¬ 
age. ASIAN PARTNERS, PO Box 10, Stepney 5069, South 
Australia. (9B) 

ATTENTION Macho Military men, especially "Rambo" types: 
collector will pay for your photos. Send sample to: PO Box 585, 
Palisades, NY 10964. (96)_ 

S.E.A.L. CAMO BERETS, current issue with SEAL crest $24, 
‘Nam type Tiger Stripe Beret $18; with crest $25. A.HA, Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard and VISA accepted! 
(98) 


THE 

IMPERIAL 
GOVERNMENT 
OF 
INCA 

is actively seeking ac¬ 
tive duty/retired mili¬ 
tary personnel to staff 
its various military orders, national guard, and 
special forces. Diplomatic as well as government 
positions are also available to qualified individ¬ 
uals. (Most appointments do not require travel 
or extraordinary expenses on the part of the 
applicant.) 

For a detailed list of openings accompanied 
by a detailed explanation, write to: 

Imperial Government of Topa Inca 
ATTN: Prince Giacomo 
3310 Tyrone 
El Paso, Texas 79925 

Send $3.00 cash or check lo cover priming and handling 
charges of the portfolio. All inquiries will be answered. 



SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (101-ck)__ 

FIREWORKS — Looking for information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals available. Send stamped 
envelope for free listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 
19090. (100)__ 

CONFIDENTIAL FLORIDA ADDRESS. Mai! forwarding/re- 
ceivtng. Code name fine. Street address, many services avail¬ 
able. Write ROSS PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 5335, Gainesville, 
FL 32605. {100) 
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STEINER MILITARY— Marine binoculars, scopes designed 
for NATO forces. 15 x 80 and 7 x 50 models with integrated 
compass and range finder. Lowest prices. Call (616)343-8069 
or send $1 for complete calalog and prices* REC OPTICS, 905 
W. Kilgore. Portage, Ml 49008. (98-ck) _ 

ROLEX WATCHES, also Houer, Breitling, Chronosport, 
Seiko, all types of divers, timers, flight watches. Very competi¬ 
tive prices. Call (616)343-8069. (98-ck) 



Authentic Carnival Game of SKILL 

It’s Fun — It’s Provoking 


Do you have the “eye of an eagle 1 ’? 

Do you have above average control of your hands? 
Try to cover the large red circle with the 5 metal 
discs. (The solution is included for skeptics). 

A great challenge for people 5 to 85. 

Available only by mail. Send SI2.50 check or use 
credit card to order Big Red Circle Challenge. 

C.B.I. Inc. — Tough Games Dept. 

P.O. Box 2404 — Meriden, CT 06450 


CARL "CRUSTY” THOMAS seeks information, Richard Scott 
Kroll, last known address Spokane, Washington. Also, survi¬ 
vors of Khaki and Blue Column Merrills Marauders. Write/call 
Westfield, IL (10Q)_ 

BUGGED? WIRETAPPED? Find out fast. Countermeasures 
equipment catalog $1. Refunded with first order. CAPRI ELEC¬ 
TRONICS, Route IS, Canon, GA 30520. (102) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


The Original adventurerV 

BULLWHIP 


Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BAROr LEATHER CO. 

■ SOUP UfflfEft KfiE - the wmLTT 

Used in EXPffifTWHS Around the World 
All HAN0-PLWTE0, THICK, Genuine 

Permanent THMITiE 

Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE 4 BALL W/ 
WRIST LOOP 

TARGET USE Wtm 

m*j» PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 Ft. Length $109.95 
U Extra Long 12 RS129.95 

LEATHER BELT CARRIER $7.95 
• A FORMOABIE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property,, KMETC ENERGY Makes 
the TF Of the ADVENTURER'S BUU.WWP" MWE 

■ WMP-HANDUNG Instructions Included. 

The MGHE5T QUALITY, TOUGHEST BULL1AIWS 
AvaLaWe - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 



4 TO S WEEK OfiJVWY 
NO HASSLES * HO DELAYS 

Add 5A% Shipping ibJL In U : 
- Foreign Md 20*- 


N0T( THESE auLUMHIPS 
ME NOT TOYS t NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MADE SOUVENIRS 
THtr are genuine, 


MASTER WHiPMAIEAS 


ML 


COTT GMD FHOK QRCEftf CM (5121007-8000 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF12 
SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 7B201 


COURIER, Escort, Personal Representative. Short-term, pri¬ 
vate or commercial. Canada, Hawaii, and the continental Unit¬ 
ed States. All offers considered. Totally confidential. SAND- 
PfPER, PO Box 3306, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106. (98)_ 

BEE HEALTHY/ENJOY LIFE, EAT "PROPOLIS”! Natures 
secret HEALTH "preserver”. Without “PROPOLIS”, Hon¬ 
eybees die. Investigate the awesome, Health ““multi-benefits" 
awaiting you! Request your FREE Book/brochures. SELECT¬ 
LINE, (established 1977), Box 391 (SFY), P.C., HAWAII, 
96782-0391. 1981 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

5« military history os it haooencd! World 
War I through ihe Falkland! campaign The 
other side of World War II: original German 
combat newsreels and features of the great 
battles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Koreo, Vietnam, 
ond contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. Beta/VH5, also PAL Slondard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustroted catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 2903S, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-805) 



SPANISH 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

BOLO KNIFE 

You saw it on pg. 39 of SOF’s 
Aug. *85 Anniversary Issue... 
now you can own one. This 
knife is serial numbered (only 
several thousand) and has manu¬ 
facturer mark on blade. Wood 
checkered grips & a leather, 
metal tipped scabbard make 
this fighting knife unique for 
any serious Knife or Elite Unit 
Collector. Avail, in 3 grades. 

VG to Excel. / Good / Fair 

*42ppd / $ 38ppd/ s 32ppd 

NOTE: These are original issue 
knives & are in a VERY limited quantity! 
ORDER NOW!!! 


EQUIPMENT: Security. Privacy, Police, Surveillance, Coun¬ 
termeasures, Telephone. BOOKS: Plans, Secret Reports, For¬ 
bidden Knowledge. Send $10 for large catalog and one-year 
updates. SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS, 2789 Philmont 
Ave., Suite 108SF, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. (100) 

CONFIDENTIAL COURIER, any country, reliable, valid pass¬ 
port, knowledgable traveler, professional, no contraband, L.K. 
STODDART, 2425 Brengle Ave., No. 28, Orlando, FL 32808. 
( 100 )_ 

POLICE T-SHIRTS— Large selection of T-shirts for police¬ 
men. FBI, CIA, NYPD, SWAT and many more! Free brochure. 
CENTURION SHIRT CO., Box 482, Merrick, NY 11566. (98) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE, legally obtain confidential postal 
and DMV records, unlisted phone numbers, birth/death and 
credit records, confidential court records, author reveals every 
source, method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost lovers, 
debtors and enemies. Satisfaction guaranteed. For your copy 
of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE, send $8.95 plus $1.50 postage. 
TARGET BOOKS, 407 West Santa Clara, Santa Ana, CA 
92706. (98) __ 

POLICE/SHERIFF embroidered shoulder patches. Authentic. 
Send $3 each. All different. INSIGNIA SURPLUS, Box 5532-F, 
Ft. Hood, TX 76544. (98) 



MILITARIA, INC. 

138 Kearny Ave. Dept. SF 
Kearny, N.J. 07032, (201) 998-7471 


Ml AND Ml 4/MI A SHOOTERS. Properly zero your front sight 
with our Sight Adjustment Kit. Send $2. Gun Care and Clean¬ 
ing Guide included free. STANHOPE’S SHOOTING ACCES- 
SORIES, Dept. SOF. PO Box 593, Auburn. ME 04210. (99) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH Militaria Collectors. Regimental Insignia; 
Blazer Crests; Ties; Plaques; Tankards etc., of Elite British/ 
Scottish Regiments, SAS; Para; Guards, etc. and RAF. Also, 
Scottish Clan Regalia; weaponry and miniatures. Import Cata¬ 
log $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept-6, PO Box 50473, 
Nashville, TN 37205. (99) 


GO BACK TO HANOI, Jane Fonda...and stay there! Bumper 
stickers, S3 each. PAR, Box 62, Brownfield, TX 79316. (99) 

EX-MARINE, Nam Vet seeks short-term work. Complete dis¬ 
cretion assured and expected. PO Box A3704, Chicago, IL 
60690. (97) 


LET REAGAN BE RAMBO— buttons $3. Bumper stickers 
$1.50. ACTIVIST WORLD, 325 Pennsylvania Ave. SE, No. 
295, Washington, DC 20003. (98) 




* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

vTmile range p -0- Box 347341 • Cleveland, OH 44131^ 


MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip J 
ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs. J 
and more. Send $2.00 to MICROCOM J 
, 0 ^ <TECH CORP. for catalog. Refundable J 
with purchase. Unbeatable prices. J 
MICROCOM TECH CORP. F { 





WANTED: TIME TRAVELER(s), reading this century’s from 
now, to experiment with sending me something that will make 
me a billionaire in my time period. Post Office Box 512273, 
Punta Gorda, FL 33951-2273. (98) _ 

SECURE COMMUNICATION CONTROL CENTER, Model 
No. CC-600, TAP ALERT, Model No. B-411, cost $13,000. 
Asking $4,000. Excellent condition. (714)620-1180. (98) 


_ ^e ighs _ NEW! 


A! Mar 
Buzzard 

AIRWEIGHT 

w/nylon sheath 
3V4” Blade 


°%2.S 


02 . 



* 28.50 


Add SI .25 for 1st Class Shipping 

S AAAA^WW WV W 


NOVA XR5000 

STUN GUN 

Complete with 
9-volt Battery & Charger 


* 79.00 

Plus $2.00 for 
1st Class Shipping 



Magnificent Brass 

PAPERWEIGHT 

* 8.95 plus 50c handling 

(Add $3.00 p/h for mailing outside U.S.) 

Aluminum paperweight S4.75 plus 50c handling. For novelty 
paperweight use only. Not intended for any other use. Send 
cheek or M.O. to 

JK SALES 

202 Magnolia CL, Sterling VA 22170 
VA residents add 4% sales tax 

(All Amounts Am U.S. Currtrvcy) j 


MREs, $57.95 ppd per case of 12. Order by check or money 
order to: THE FOOTLOCKER, PO Box 10664, Springfield, MO 
65808. (98)_ 

BUTTERFLY-STILLETO... 9" Fast Opening Adventurer’s 
Knife: Brass Handles; Sandalwood Inlaid; Stainless Sabre 
Blade, $8.95; Catalog 25 cents. LEN COMPANY, Box 101 FA, 
Brooklyn, NY 11214. (98) 


SURVIVAL!! 


SHOCKING, CONTROVERSIAL, ADULT SURVIVAL PUBLICA- 
TIONSJI 60 plus sizzling, brutally frank survival publications 
on weapons, energy, electronics, computers, financial and 
medical. Mostly by John Williams (CBS - "60 MINUTES", etc. 
stardom). SURVIVE TODAY - during increasingly complex, 
technical and electronic times. SURVIVE THE DAY AFTER, 
the months after and the years after with equipment, know¬ 
ledge, experience and health superiority over adversaries. 
ASSURE YOUr .. 


UR SURVIVAL WITH: 


□ AUTOMATIC TELLER MACHINES ($15); QCOMPUT¬ 
ER PHREAKING ($15); QCREDIT CARD SCAMS ($8);Q 
ELECTROMAGNETIC BRAIN BLASTER (soon);DF.D.I.C. 
- FACT OR FAIRY TALE? ($5);□ F1REBREATHER ($5); 

□ FREEH ($6); □ THE "GOLDFINGER" ($7); Q HEAL 
THYSELF U! ($?}; □ HEAT X-CHANGER ($5); n IRON 
GONADS ($7); □ KILLER WATTS! ($4); □ KW-HR 
METERS ($12); □ MDVR METHOD ($12); □ THE "MIND- 
SAVER" ($5); □ SECRET & ALTERNATE IDENTITIES 
($7); □ SILENCE IS GOLDEN ($6); Q THE "SILKWOOD" 
(57); □ SURVIVAL GUNS & AMMO ($15);□TELEPHONE 
RECORDER INTERFACE ($7); □ TESLA CONNECTION 
($5)? □ THE -TOILET TRAINER- ($6); Q TONE DEAF 
($6); □ TV DECODERS & CONVERTERS ($7); □ V.A. - 
2ND. TO NONE? ($5); □ VOICE DISGUiSER ($7); 

□ ULTIMATE JUSTICE ($7); □ VORTEX GENERATOR 

($6)-AND MANY MORE!! 

FREE SUPER-SURVIVAL CATALOG, all orders $25 or more 
(else $1). 10* discount on all orders $70+. PLEASE ORDER 

TODAY - TELL YOUR FRIENDSr 

Conswnerfronics Co. a ^ c » s d c o ^ m dr 8 b 310 


SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South. 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (99) _ 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS-STYLE HATS, first model -high 
peak— $18.50 ppd. Black, OD, or Woodland, sizes S.M.LXL 
100% cotton, lined. EAGLE LTD., 635 Jefferson St., Dept. 
SOF, Fairborn, OH 45324. (98)__ 

BRITISH MILITARIA. 1800s to date. Royal Air Force, Army, 
Royal Navy, Special Air Service. Parachute Regiment, Royal 
Marines: Insignia. Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, Combat 
Clothing, much much more. 81-pg catalog $4 or $8. $8 gets $5 
gift certificate off purchases ol $50 or more. BRITANNIA DE¬ 
SIGNS (DEPTA), Box 477, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693. 
( 101 )_ 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. Kevlar construction stops .45 
hardball plus. $125 M.O. ppd. Kevlar sample $8, Info $1. 
FRANSE, PO Box 3347, Boulder, CO 60307. (96) 

YUGOSLAVIAN DEALER SAMPLES— Qragunovs In stock 
to transfer with no Police Letters. Rare, only ton imported. 
BARNETT, Box 773245, Houston, TX 77215. (99) 

US 2-PIECE practice grenades (Inert), continental US only. 
$3.75 ea., cash or MO only, ood. C.C., 502 Raton, La Junta, 
CO 81050. (98)_ 

FOR HIRE, high-risk contracts, ali replies confidential. PO Box 
16215, Chicago. IL 60616, (98)_ 

BE A LICENCED Firearms Dealer. Full or part-time. Federal 
Application Kit, complete instructions. $5. INTERSTATE, Box 
19466-FS. Houston, TX 77224. (98)_ 

SURVIVAL IN THE STREETS: What can a man do with a 
broken leg? Train on our device and learn to break anyone's 
leg. THEN finish him off. For further Information send $2 to: 
TRACY & PAGE INC., PO Box 715, Fair Bluff, NC 28439. (93) 
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HECKLER & KOCH _ 

Complete line of accessories—send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and availability to: 
BUDDY HINTON 
Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchvlllc 
Houston, Texas 77080 
Call ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 


INFORMATION ON EVERYTHING is available to you through 
one source: weapons systems, mercenary activities, remailing 
services, surveillance and much more. Write for free details or 
send $5 for prompt service. THE ABORIGINE INC., Box 1068, 
Salisbury, MD2l80t.(98)_ 

BUCKMASTER— The Ultimate Survival Knife, 7Vfe" blade, 
12 5 /fe” overall. Comes with compass, 2 detachable anchors 
and sheath with sharpening stone. Send $119 plus $2 shipping 
to SOMMERSET INTERNATIONAL, 13719 Ventura Blvd., 
Suite D, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423. (98) 

LOCKSMITHING, general and automotive. Unlimited informa¬ 
tion— $2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). L.A.N.D- 
I.S., 633 Post St., No. 1048F, San Francisco, CA 94109. 
(104-485)__ 

MILITARY RADIOS wanted. Top dollar paid for AN/PRC-25, 
64, 68, 74,104 etc. in any condition. STROH, N6JSD, 21930 
Valerio Street, No. 11, Canoga Park, CA 91303. (98) 

EX-VIETNAM MEDIC— now Registered Nurse seeks over¬ 
seas employment, williog to take risks. Speak Polish, conv. in 
Spanish. Write C.K., 2710 Buckius Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19137, (98)_ 

POCKET SURVIVAL chain saw. Folds out to 18”. Cuts wood, 
plastic, etc. $2 guaranteed. Free catalogue. SLIPPERY ROCK 
SALES, Box 447, Slippery Rock, PA 16057. (99) 

“THE CUTTING EDGE! Survive X-Mas! Gerber Guardian - 
$29,951 Mark I/Command I - $39.95 eachlMark l|/Command II - 
$46.95 each I Ship. incl. 100% guaranteed! Black Blades add 
$2. Gift Certificates available, any amount. Catalogue • $2! 
Check/MO: LEWIS & CLARK, PO Box 111 SF, Saline, Ml 
48176.” (98) 


VIETNAM VETERANS! 

Vou paid your dues, 
now proudly fly the colors. 

Our quality khaki 50-50 *T" Shirt features crossed 
American South Vielnam Flags with lettering "Vietnam 
Veteran. Duty • Honor • Country." $7.95 + 1.50 shipping 
and handling. III. Res. add 48c Tax. State Size S, M. L, XL 
Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

KNOX GUN ENTERPRISES, Dept. C 

_ 301 H. Cedar St., Abingdon, IL flUIO _ 


UP TO $500,000 REWARD. The US Government pays re¬ 
wards for information. For statutes and explanations prepared 
by a former Federal Agent/Attorney send $12.95 to L.E.A.A., 
Law Enforcement Assistance Advisory, 100 S. Wacker, PO 
Box 2574, Chicago, IL 60606. (100) 

FEARLESS, INTELLIGENT, reliable, mature, read, looking for 
high-risk good-paying contract. Courier, security, other re- 
sponsiblillties. Speaking: Italian, English, French. No Reds. 
Reply to: “S.E." CARTA IDENTITA, 61713460 Fermo Posta, 
Bologna, ITALY. If you don't receive an answer, phone 01139- 
51-221724, (98)_ 

CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS! 3 ft. x 5 ft. Heavyweight 
cotton, fast colors, metal grommets for hanging. Beautiful! $21. 
REUBEN JENKINS, Box 2064-SOF, Columbus, GA 31902. 
(90) 



THE WAR 
MACHINE 


This new book reveals Hitler’s war machine 
as never before. Details manpower, tanks, plans, 
V-weapons, and guns—over 70 graphs, over 60 
tables. Under $101 

Other books analyze armies. You may know 
how and where the battles were fought. Now 
you can have the rest of the story! Our newest 
books detail the American Army in Europe and 
the Pacific: and Hitler's elite units (Watfen SS, 
Parachutists, U-boats). Unit histories, wartime 
locations, officers, organizational effectiveness. 
The 5% x 8Vi handbook series includes: 


U S ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE P*CtFC 
U S ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE EUROPE 
HITLERS DYING GROUND WHERE 
ARMIES FELl 1 

THE GERMAN REPLACEMENT ARMY* 
HITLER 5 ELITE GUARDS PARAS 
U BOATS SS' 

THE ITALIAN ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE 
THE ITALIAN ARMY HANDBOOK - 
SOUTHEAST EUROPE AXI5 


. JAPANE5E ARMED FORCES 
-HE WAR MACHINE KEATONS A 
MANPOWER 

r GERMAN WAR ECONOMY 

motorization myth 

RED ARMY ORDER OF BATTLE 
RUSSO GERMAN WAR 
3Ai KAf.S AAR -gj- ii 
3ERMAN Mil ITAR- CCTIDHARY 
POlISH 2ND CORPS - “ “ 


From 172-230 pages, Indude color plates, and coat $9.95 per volume. I 
Send check to 

GAME PUBLISHING 

3355 Birch Circle (I), Allentown, PA 181034512 
MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED 



AUSTRALIA WANTS YOU! I immigrated, you can too! Book¬ 
let explains how. $10. DOWN UNDER, Box 2402, Mesquite, 
TX 75149, (100)_ 

VIET CONG HUNTING CLUB. Original jacket patch sold and 
worn in Vietnam. Red letters with black VC skull in center. Rare 
collector’s Item. Rush $3 to DIRECTLINE, Box 529, Comstock 
Park, Ml 49321, (98)_ 

“COBRA ENTERPRISES.” “We do It right, and we do it 
better.” U.S.M.C. Vet Team, Pilot(s) available. PO Box 384, 
Winter Haven, FL 33880. (98) 

ISRAELI MILITARY EQUIPMENT, new, current IDF issue 
only. Combat Harnesses, Armor, Helmets, Jackets, Boots, etc. 
Exclusive rep. for factory, $1 for catalog. THE CAMO COM- 
PANY, PO Box 70505, Bellevue, WA 98007. (98)_ 

HARD CORPS! Rhodesian 1 CO. RLI “Cheetah” Unit flag, 
Soviet Pilot’s suit, Lenin Order, Warsaw Pact camouflage. New 
catalogue featuring Soviet, Rhodesian, Japanese, and Elite 
Forces camouflage and Militaria: $2. HARD CORPS, PO Box 
10-4206, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. (99) 



HHMUJl wm R 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR II * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. end Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded yo u or your family. Gua ranteed! 
L . i • FREE CATALOG! o HT 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 

FT HARRISON P.0. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


SPANISH LEGION, Paratrooper, SF, Camouflaged Combat 
Suits. Waterproof/windproof cloth set: jacket with frontal zip¬ 
per, detachable hood 7-pockets, pants 6-pockets. Size 
S,M,L,XL. $43 set. Write to: JUAN PURON, d Snta. Teresa, 
20.33007, Oviedo SPAIN. (98)_ 

FOR HIRE: 2 Ex-Merc/Bodyguards will collect debts or handle 
other projects for you. No amount too large, high-risk OK. 
Travel nationwide, vast exp., East and West Coast. Strictly 
confidential, reply: COLLECTOR’S, PO Box 1734, Smyrna, 
GA 30081. (99) 

MUSCULAR BODY IN WEEKS! Only 12 minutes daily with 
the “WORLD S SIMPLEST BODYBUILDING SYSTEM’. Free 
information. KISHA, Dept. Cl, Box 592, Duqueane, PA 15110. 

m _ 

FREE: TWG CERTIFICATE with order of catalog. $1 refund¬ 
able. Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145, 6460-C, Geln- 
hausen, West Germany. (100) 

HOUSEBOY/PROTEGE WANTED for former officer; military 
training preferred, youthful, sober, any discharge considered: 
PO Box 15911, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815. (98) 


THEGI's 0L0 RELIABLE STAND-BY FOR YEARS 
THE GENUINE ft RUGGED U.S. G.I. POCKET KNIFE 

ALL STAINLESS 
STEEL 



P.0. BOX 62 16 
CHILLICOTHE, OHIO *45601 

LIST OF OTHCR SURPLUS ITEMS * 1.00 C ffEFUNPABLl) 


BELTS, BELT BUCKLES, military, truckers, western, bikers, 
wildlife, novelty. Send $2 for color brochures, includes postage 
and handling (deductable with first order). R.G.R. DISTRIBU¬ 
TORS. 125 Rock Street, Hughestown, PA 18640. (98) 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL RECEIVING— forwarding services. 
EDD, 300 Plume Street, Norfolk, VA 23510. (98) 

ANTI-COMMUNIST ROCK & ROLL! 12 powerful, motivating, 
and inspiring songs! All professionally recorded on one casset¬ 
te tape! Only $9.95 each! Send check or money order NOW to: 
FREEDOM PRODUCTIONS. Box 11212, St. Petersburg, FL 
33733, (100)_ 

FREE FEDERAL FIREARMS License Applications Kit from 
Government with letter or phone call. For address and phone 
numbers send $1 to: “LICENSE ”, Box 2661, Decatur, IL 
62526. (98)_ 

ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac¬ 
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signalling applica¬ 
tions. MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello, Idaho 83202. (109)_ 

BRITISH MoD SURVIVAL KNIFE, (August SOF). Genuine 
issue with sheath, $53 prepaid, CC or MO only, includes ship¬ 
ping. PO Box 70505, Bellevue. WA 98007. (96) 
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ST0E6ER INTRODUCES A NEW 



TIME IN THE U.S.A. 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ v ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 


MAXI and MAXII. Two efficient, compact, 
accurate and versatile 223 semi¬ 
automatics... Best by far! 

Your choice of a retractable buttstock with a MAX I or a folding fiber¬ 
glass stock with MAX H 

Check the advanced refinements and mechanical advantages 
of these two high-tech automatics: 

• Machine forged receivers. Definately not fabricated 
from sheet stampings like so many others. Designed 
and built to give uncompromising performance 
and accuracy. 

• Complete reliability. The gas-operated actions 
have no separate piston; rather, their 
cammed, rotating bolts are actuated by 
direct action of the gases from the 
bleed tubes. 

• Interchangeability with M-16 magazines 

• Adjustable rear sights with two 
aperatures. 



Caliber 

Weight (Empty) 

Rifling 
Overall Length 

Butt (Extended) 37.5 inches 
Butt (Retracted) 29.9 inches 


Barrel Length 
Cyclic Rate of Fire 
Max. Range 
Effective Range 
Muzzle Velocity 


17 inches 
45-65 rounds/min. 
2,680 yds. 

273 yds. 

3,050 ft./sec. 


(Fixed) 

(Folded) 


.223 (5.56mm) 

7.5 lbs. 

R.H. 6 Grooves 

38.4 inches 
28.7 inches 
18.3 inches 
45-65 rounds/min. 
2,901 yds. 

503 yds. 

3,200 ft./sec. 



For your nearest distributor, dealer or Stoeger representative 


call TOLL FREE 
(800)631-0722 

In New Jersey, call collect (201) 440-2700 
In Canada, call (416) 475-6682 



Stoeger Industries 

55 Ruta Court, S. Hackensack, NJ 07606 
Stoeger Canada, Ltd. 

169 Idema Rd. Markham, Ontario L3R 1A9 
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Spur ter II is th. 
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•ent people. 

of battle proven and recently improved 
VS, military issue M16A1 for which 
ammo is readily available. Second, 
he it’s a lightweight, rugged, 223 caliber, 
»d high-powered rifle that’s as accurate 
as it is dependable. Finally, it’s a Colt, 
re’s If you already own an AR15 and 

you want to trade up to the new A2 
tey Sporter II, or if you simply want to 
r ’re own the best 223 Rem, semi-auto¬ 
matic rifle on the market, see your 
the Colt'dealer today. 

















